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Meetings
3rd Thursdays, 

September through May 
Reedwood Friends Church 

2901 SE Steele Street 
Portland 97202

Meetings start at 7 PM with a social 
half-hour preceding the main meet-
ing. We clean up and exit by 9:30.

And if you want, meet at Wood-
stock Wine and Deli at 5pm for an 

informal  
happy hour meal!

Correction

In the February newsletter, page 3, Ray 
Clack added: I didn’t grow the witch hazel 
trees we brought to the January meeting. 
Those were purchased from Lucile Whit-
man’s nursery west of Salem.

Submit materials for Rhododendron News 
• Email stories and pictures to editor@rhodies.org
• Deadline: last Friday of each month 
• Submit pictures separately from text

Chapter not i ce
Urgent from Ann Clack:

NEEDED - SMITH GARDEN Coordinator to help coordinate 
volunteers for Smith Garden open-days.

Our society is full of wonderful people who give of their time 
to further our joy of rhododendrons to the public. Well, now 
is a special opportunity for you to help! Smith Garden is in 
need of a volunteer to coordinate those willing to do jobs at 
the open garden weekends this season. The job isn’t hard and 
Anne Gross who previously handled this job, is willing to give 
you all her hints for success. Here is more information about 
what you would do.

Volunteer Coordinator:
 • Schedule volunteers to ‘man’ the gate and the plant sale on 
the nine Smith Garden Open weekends
 • Deposit money collected on the mentioned open weekends
 • Plant sale inventory upkeep. When inventory is low, inform 
Mike or Keith.

This volunteer job needs to be filled IMMEDIATELY! If you think 
you can handle this easy job, please contact Keith White (503) 
559-5796 or Mike Stewart (503) 705-0696.

American Rhododendron Society Purpose

To encourage interest in and disseminate information and 
knowledge about the genus Rhododendron.

To provide a medium through which all persons interested  
in the genus may communicate with others  

through education, scientific studies, meetings, publications,  
and other similar activities

mailto:editor%40rhodies.org?subject=Article%20for%20Rhododendron%20News
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March 2023 President’s Message March 2023 President’s Message 
Spring is still just around the corner!

I used that opening last month when it looked like we were coming out of our winter, but alas 
that was not the case and here we are in the middle of the worst winter storms for many years. 
10.8 inches of snow in Portland, the 2nd most snow falling in Portland since January 21, 1943, 
at 14.4 inches. Our hardy Rhododendrons are surviving well in this environment. Let’s hope that 
when this is over, we will have a good early Spring. 

Speaking of Spring we have a lot to look forward to. It will warm up and have longer days, we 
can start spending more time in our gardens, the Rhodies will start blooming, and we can start 
volunteering at our Portland Chapter activities 
and events. We have a lot of them coming up, 
especially the traditional Early Show at Crys-
tal Springs Garden in early April. We are still 
working on the details, but we will give you 
an opportunity to bring your early bloomers 
to the Early Show and win a trophy. There will 
also be a plant sale for you to pick up a plant 
that you won’t find at your local nursery or 
the big box stores.

We also need everyone to come to the 
Smith Garden Spring workday on March 18th. 
We need all the help that we can get. The gar-
den is in pretty good shape, but the recent 
winter storms have left us with plenty of work 
to do and we will need volunteers to help us 
get ready for visitors to the garden through 
the next few months. If you have not been 
to Smith Garden, it is a fantastic garden that 
is owned by our Chapter. It is famous in the 
Rhododendron world and you can experience 
what many people in the world can only wish 
they were here to have the experience. You 
may be so impressed that you will want to volunteer to host 
one of the open garden days coming up over the next few 
months. We will have a sign-up sheet during the workday. If 
you have any questions there will be plenty of people there to 
answer your questions. You won’t be alone doing the hosting. 
There will be someone with experience to work with you.

I hope to see you all at these activities. It is a good time to 
see everyone that you haven’t seen for months and catch up 
on what is going on. I also look forward to seeing you at our 
next Chapter meeting on March 16th at the Reedwood Friends 
Church. Invite someone and let them know what a great expe-
rience it is. Everyone is welcome. 

Steve Hopkins R. Mucronulatum ‘Cornell Pink’. 
(Evelyn Kritler)

R. mucronulatum ‘Cornell Pink’ (Evelyn Kritler 
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Maria Stewart’s RhododendronMaria Stewart’s Rhododendron
Rhododendron ririei

Flowering in February

By Maria Stewart

Yes, this rhododendron will decorate your garden that early. Steve Hootman reported to 

us on January 26th that R. ririei was starting to bloom at the Rhododendron Species Botanical 

Garden (RSBG). What a delight to see Spring on its way! Of course, the plant and the trusses will 

need some protection from the freezing weather. However, the effort that you put out to protect 

your early bloomer will be well worth it.

R. ririei was named after a friend of E.H. Wilson and introduced in 1904. It is an upright grow-

er that is known as a bushy shrub or small tree, so give it plenty of room to grow to 6 feet of 

more. Its leaves are oblong and pointed and grow to 6 inches long and 2 inches wide. With light 

green on the top sides and with a thin white or light greyish layer of indumentum on the under-

sides, these features make it very distinctive from other species rhododendrons. The trusses are 

large and each corolla is about two inches long in a wide bell-shape. The colors of the blossoms 

range from light to dark purple or smokey blue, and each corolla has noticeable purple nectar 

pouches. You should expect to have a plant that displays trusses with as many as ten corollas. 

R. ririei is an Arboreum and is classified as subspecies Argyrophyllum. If you were plant 

hunting for this rhododendron in the wild, you would explore Szechwan in China on Mt. Omei at 

4,000 to 6,000 feet. Its hardiness is negative 5 degrees F. Photo by Harold Greer.

https://rhodygarden.org/
https://rhodygarden.org/
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CalendarCalendar
Portland Chapter Meetings 

Reedwood Friends Church 
2901 SE Steele St, Portland, OR 97202 
Social time 6:30 pm; Meeting 7:00 pm

February-March
Biennial member handbook
Companion plant auction

March 16, 2023
Regular Chapter Meeting

Glen Jamieson, (current ARS JARS Editor)

See story page 5

Saturday March 18, 2023

Smith Garden Spring Work Party 
8:30 AM to 3 PM

Nominating Committee presents  
slate of candidates

April 20, 2023
Regular Chapter Meeting

Early Show at Crystal Springs  
Rhododendron Garden 
Spring Sales and Shows 

First full weekend in April 
Saturday morning Judged competition

May 18, 2023
Regular Chapter Meeting

May 13-14 

Mother’s Day Show and Plant Sale  
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden

June 15, 2023
Regular Chapter Meeting

August
Smith Garden Soirée

March 2023 HaikuMarch 2023 Haiku
Tumbling waterfall— 
momentarily to bubbles— 
and then nothingness 

With its leaves long gone 
the coral bark maple retaining 
its brilliance 

Moving high and wide  
—a trio of bald eagles 
on winds from the east 

–Peter Kendall

A Rhody Reminder...

Did you know? One of the bene-

fits of your Portland Chapter ARS 

membership is waived admission 

at Crystal Springs Rhododendron 

Garden! Simply share your name at 

the gate and mention that you are 

an ARS member. Your  

PC-ARS membership admits you 

and a guest on each visit. Hope this 

reminder gives you another reason 

to get out of the house, take a walk 

(don’t forget your raincoat and  

Wellingtons!), and enjoy this  

special garden in our City!
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Upcoming MeetingUpcoming Meeting

March 16, 2023

Glen Jamieson
ARS JARS Editor

BIOGRAPHY

I am a member and past-President of the Mount Arrowsmith ARS Chap-

ter, which is based in the Parksville-Qualicum Beach area on the south-east 

side of Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. My wife Dorothy and I 

are keen gardeners, with a one-acre garden near the ocean with many rho-

dos, and I have been championing vireya culture in ARS District 1 for the 

past decade. I have a substantial vireya collection, and strongly encourage 

others to become more familiar with this still relatively less cultured rho-

dodendron group. I have explored for plants in Yunnan, China, with other 

ARS members, in Borneo and in South America, and enjoy traveling. 

Professionally, I have a B.Sc. in Agriculture and my doctorate in Zoolo-

gy (entomology), and am now a partially retired fisheries research scien-

tist, having worked with Fisheries and Oceans Canada for over 30 years on 

both Canada’s Atlantic and Pacific coasts. My current research is focusing 

on both conservation biology and alien invasive species.

ANNUAL CALENDARANNUAL CALENDAR

Jan Regular meeting

Feb Meeting + companion plant auction

Mar Regular meeting

April Annual meeting + hybrid  rhody auction; 

1st weekend, rhody show & sale

May Awards Banquet; Mother’s Day show & 

sale

June Potluck picnic

July No meeting

Aug Smith Garden Soirée

Sept Meeting + cutting exchange

Oct Meeting + species auction

Nov Regular meeting

Dec Christmas party
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February 16 Meeting Companion Plant SaleFebruary 16 Meeting Companion Plant Sale
Member Joanne Turner provided these pictures from the Companion plant sale at the February 

16 meeting. Joanne wrote “Those of you who missed the February Portland Chapter meeting, 

missed out on the chance to get some neat plants at great prices”. Numbered 1, 2, 3.

(1) Crocosmia ‘Emily McKenzie’ a shorter, non aggressive Crocosmia with huge (2”) flat faced 

flowers of orange, red and yellow. It blooms later in the summer after ‘Lucifer’ is all done. 

Likes sun.

(2) Two colors of Cardinal flowers (Lobelia cardinalis) which have a basal rosette of leaves and 

a tall (2’-3’) spike of colorful flowers in late summer and fall. Likes afternoon shade.

(3) There were also hardy Cyclamen, both hederifolium and coum. The coum had several leaf 

patterns and were blooming while the hederifolium were silver leafed. 

There also were Japanese Maples and a very large ‘Amethyst Glow’ Hellebore.

1 3
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2

Save your used plant pots for Joanne!  
Joanne needs pots to pot up the plants she brings for door prizes.  

Any size (small to medium are especially useful) and they don’t have 
to be cleaned. Remember to save your empty pots for Joanne!.
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Review: How to look, Review: How to look, really lookreally look, at flowers, at flowers
Paul Rogers, PDXARS

Thursday, Feb 16, 2023

Arguably, one of the major milestones of human history has been the Agricultural Revolution 
of 10,000 years ago. But humans were just collecting oddities Mother Nature was throwing out. 
Even during the last couple millennia when we began hybridizing, it was a haphazard process 
dominated by hope and persistence.

We can do better! It requires knowledge and a good eye; one helps create the other. In the 
last century or so humanity has gained a lot of generalized knowledge about how nature works, 
but we also need specific information that Mother Nature only whispers to us, as she always 
has done. We must “listen hard” by learning how biology works in relevant ways, notice the cu-
riosities she shows us, hypothesize causes and effects, and confirm our hypotheses with more 
observations, then prove them by making and confirming predictions. This is application of a 
basic scientific process.

I delved into Science, but simplified it greatly and kept it focused on real-world observable 
consequences. For example, instead of presenting the complexity of DNA-directed protein syn-
thesis, I showed the process is essentially similar to folding origami: one simple step after an-
other, time after time, producing something seemingly complex.

I do recognize that we have a variety of legitimate gardening goals. Plant husbandry, growing 
perhaps rare and difficult plants maximally is certainly worthy. Even that benefits from under-
standing the inherent nature of our subjects. Almost inevitably someone will want to “improve” 
them. To do the whole presentation justice should have taken a day-long seminar. We didn’t 
have that! I pushed it; hoping you can see that there is something here that all hangs together, 
trusting you’ll follow-up to the extent of your interest. This is knowable and useful!

In this presentation I used flowers as subjects because variations are so visible. I showed one 
of Mother Nature’s whisperings has been the secret relationship of pH to red and blue pigments 
everybody sees, but few recognize. I introduced the common flower pigments, and how widely 
so few are shared by all plants. I showed the common understanding of yellow flowers is wrong, 
obviously so, but again unrecognized. Things don’t go well when one has a fundamental mis-
understanding! I touched on the unitary nature of inheritable traits discovered by Mendel. My 
presentation wasn’t about hybridizing so much as realizing what the results of hybridizing can 
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tell us about the unseen genes in 
our plants. But if we wish to hybrid-
ize for flower color, we must under-
stand the way colors are produced 
and how those genes interact. Even 
otherwise, these processes are gen-
eralized through the plant. We saw 
it in the inheritance of size in a hy-
brid of R. yakushimanum and R. 
strigillosum, as well as flower color. 
I showed how it enables me to hy-
pothesize the relationships between 
the colors of the native Iris tenax I 
have collected from roadsides in re-
cent years, and assists me in achiev-
ing my goal of colors that seem not 
to exist in the wild. 

Application of this information has allowed me to hypothesize these genetic relationships between my Iris tenax collections
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News About Other ARS ChaptersNews About Other ARS Chapters
Ed: All Chapter newsletters are kept online.

Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden https://www.crystalspringsgardenpdx.org/

Tualatin Chapter http://tualatinvalleyars.org/tualatinvalleyars.org/Welcome.html (including Ce-

cil and Molly Smith Garden).

Eugene Chapter http://www.eugene-chapter-ars.org/

Willamette Chapter http://www.arswillamette.com/calendar/s

Siuslaw Chapter Sandi Jensen sfuchsia@gmail.com ‘Macrophyllum’

Victoria Rhododendron Society Newsletter Lois Blackmore https://victoriarhodo.ca/; access  

all District 1 (BC) chapter websites at http://www.rhodos.ca/chapters.html.

American Rhododendron Society Chapters https://www.rhododendron.org/locations.htm 

Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden Plant Catalog (rhodygarden.org) and order form. 

Contact Grace Pham grace@rhodygarden.org for more information.

Rhododendron of the Year (ROY) Awards 2022 for North West [sic] USA and Canada Region 

https://www.rhododendron.org/roy22nw.htm  

Joint ARS/ASA Convention at the Atlanta Mar-

riott Perimeter Center Hotel (Atlanta Chapter 

American Rhododendron Society/Azalea So-

ciety of America) Dunwoody, GA April 19-23, 

2023. REGISTRATION WEBSITE

Eureka Chapter ARS https://eurekarhody.org/

Potomac Valley Chapter (Donald Hyatt) http://

www.arspvc.org/ A YouTube video of their January 29 meeting featuring two speakers is on-

line at https://youtu.be/Lx6mIdmCfIw. Ralf Bauer was speaking from his home in Offenburg, 

Germany, and Tara Spears was giving a live presentation to the Valley Forge Chapter ARS at 

the Jenkins Arboretum in Devon, PA.

Other Notices

Humboldt Botanical Garden https://www.hbgf.org/

Washington County Master Gardeners http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/ (Harri-

et Ottaviano at Hbjotto90740@yahoo.com). Press release for MARCH event on page ??? 16. 

fix

North American Rock Garden Society https://www.nargs.org/

Penstemon Society https://penstemons.org/

Hardy Plant Society of Oregon https://www.hardyplantsociety.org/

Eriogonum Society https://eriogonum.org/

Smith Garden Work Party
5055 Raybell Rd NE, St Paul, OR 97137

Saturday March 18
8:30 AM until 3 PM

Smith Garden will provide light snack food 
and drinks. Help spruce up the garden in 

preparation for upcoming open garden days.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AqeMWoSJMDBZtoMpC2RFBbNbahZMtobi?usp=sharing
https://www.crystalspringsgardenpdx.org/
http://tualatinvalleyars.org/tualatinvalleyars.org/Welcome.html
http://smithgarden.org/smithgarden.org/Welcome.html
http://smithgarden.org/smithgarden.org/Welcome.html
https://www.eugene-chapter-ars.org/
http://www.arswillamette.com/calendar/ 
mailto:sfuchsia%40gmail.com?subject=
https://victoriarhodo.ca/
http://www.rhodos.ca/chapters.html
https://www.rhododendron.org/locations.htm
https://rhodygarden.org/c19/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2023-Spring-Plant-Catalog-Final-11-8-22.pdf
http://rhodygarden.org
https://rhodygarden.org/c19/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Spring-2023-US-Order-Form-US-1-24-23.pdf
mailto:grace%40rhodygarden.org?subject=
https://www.rhododendron.org/roy22nw.htm
https://www.azaleas.org/convention-2023/
https://rhododendron.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ff4d541f31c9f0a1a32a33fa&id=f77fb1b34c&e=ce63ab5e75
https://eurekarhody.org/
mailto:donaldhyatt%40verizon.net?subject=re%3A%20ARS
http://www.arspvc.org/
http://www.arspvc.org/
mailto:https://youtu.be/Lx6mIdmCfIw?subject=
mailto:https://www.jenkinsarboretum.org/?subject=
https://www.hbgf.org/ 
http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/
mailto:Hbjotto90740%40yahoo.com?subject=Re%3A%20Washington%20County%20Master%20Gardners
https://www.nargs.org/
https://penstemons.org/
https://www.hardyplantsociety.org/
https://eriogonum.org/
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Frog Fing guarding our garden (Ann Clack)

Mountian Laurel (Merilee Mannen June 2022)

Hoeful seed pot podophylum Spotty Dotty (Ann Clack)

Mountain Laurel 
(Merilee Mannen)

Member PhotosMember Photos
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Evelyn’s Snow Pictures

A dubious kitty

Footprints in drifted snow Ice pattern

Kittyprint
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Footprints (Kritler) Footprints & ice (Kritler)

Connie Hansen’s Garden (Ray Clack)
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Evelyn Kritler’s Smith Garden Pictures
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Smith Garden by Evelyn Kritler.
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Crystal Springs Rhododendron GardenCrystal Springs Rhododendron Garden
Brandon Baker, Director, CSRG

We Need You As Our Rhody Tour Guide!
Do you like to talk about rhododendrons? Do you enjoy sharing the fan-

tastic rhododendron collection at the Crystal Springs Rhododendron Gar-

den with others? Then we are looking for you! As an ARS member, you have 

a fantastic amount of knowledge to share with visitors to Crystal Springs. 

We need volunteers like you to lead informative sessions specifically about 

the wonderful world of rhododendrons.

Crystal Springs sees over one third of its visitors in April and May during 

the high season of full rhodie color. We want to educate the public on the 

significance and diversity of rhododendrons via guided walk-and-talk tours 

through the garden, where you discuss the basics: bloom season, plant 

siting, unique and rare rhododendrons, and best practices of care. Commit-

ments can be for as few as one session!

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact our Programs Coor-

dinator, Mary, via email eventscsrg@gmail.com.

Low Bridge Visitors (Ken Goldman)

mailto:eventscsrg%40gmail.com?subject=
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Prep Your Trusses & Sprays, The Early Show is April 1
The Early Blooming Rhododendron Show & Sale will take place on the 

weekend of April 1 and 2! The Rhododendron Show will be held on Satur-

day, April 1st in the Exhibit Hall from 12pm to 5pm. The Daffodil Society has 

decided not to participate in the show moving forward, but we look forward 

to truss and spray submissions from ARS Members and other members of 

the public. For submission procedures and guidelines, please check the 

event page on the Crystal Springs website on or after March 15.

Enjoy Ken Goldman’s photo of ‘Pink-Rhododendron’.

https://www.crystalspringsgardenpdx.org/
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New Operations Director at Crystal Springs
By Shannon Pinkham

Born and raised in the Portland metro area, I have been 

fortunate to spend my life surrounded by the natural beau-

ty of our environs. After nearly 20 years working at New 

Seasons Market in positions running the gamut from Clerk 

to Store Manager, I decided to focus my energy on aligning 

my personal interests with my work life. I’m excited to bring 

years of experience and training in organizational opera-

tions and personnel management as well as a strong back-

ground in coaching and development of my team members. 

I pride myself on being able to listen and learn to bring the 

best out of people around me as well as using my commu-

nication skills to bring people together. Outside of work I 

love to spend time doing projects around the house and in 

the yard with my husband and son, walking the family dog, 

Rocket, or snuggling my sweet and elderly cat, Elvira.Shannon Pinkham (Shannon Pinkham)

Upcoming Friends-Only Extended Hours  
at The Garden

Portland Chapter ARS members receive free admission to Crystal 

Springs. Join us for these special extended hours for Friends of the 

garden! Note, you can swing by on the 16th in the afternoon before 

the Chapter meeting.

 Saturday, March 4 4–5pm (last admission 4:30) 

 Tuesday, March 7 8am–10am 

 Sunday, March 12 4–6pm (last admission 5:30) 

 Thursday, March 16 4–6pm (last admission 5:30) 

 Tuesday, March 21 4–6pm (Last admission 5:30) 

 Friday, March 24 8–10am 

 Wednesday, March 29 4–7pm (last admission 6:30)

Brandon Baker, Executive Director 

Friends of Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 

(971) 401-2219

crystalspringsgardenpdx.org

https://www.crystalspringsgardenpdx.org/
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Off the Beaten Path—with Steve Kaminski and Donna SellOff the Beaten Path—with Steve Kaminski and Donna Sell
by Evelyn Kritler, PCARS Membership Chair

We’re excited to share with you a new column for our ARS Portland Newsletter! This column 

is Q&A style with one or two chapter members sharing a little about themselves each month. We 

hope this column is a way to learn a 

little more about our members, both 

inside and outside of the garden! 

This month, we’re featuring Steve 

Kaminski and Donna Sell, Portland 

chapter members since 2003. Steve 

and Donna are regular attendees at 

chapter meetings and their smiles 

and warm demeanors are not to be 

missed! We’re grateful to have them 

as members.

Who introduced you to plants, Who introduced you to plants, 
flowers, gardening?flowers, gardening?

Steve: First of all, we grew up far 

away from any rhododendrons, in 

southeastern Wisconsin. I guess I was a gardener from a very young age, since my mother al-

ways kept sizable vegetable and flower gardens. She was a smart mother. She had me out in the 

front of our house selling little bags of beans, radishes and carrots to passersby who couldn’t 

resist a five year old front man. By the time I was ten, I was tilling the garden and planting her 

vegetables. So, I guess an attachment to the earth began early.

Donna: Growing up in a suburb of 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, we lived near Bo-

erner Botanical Gardens. My Mom often 

took my sisters and me for walks there, 

teaching us the names of the well-la-

beled plants. She was learning as well, 

as she’d lived on the Connecticut coast 

until she married. My sisters and I still 

visit the garden when I’m back “home.” 

In recent years, it’s added a fall night 

event called “China Lights,” where light 

displays are set up along the walks 

throughout the garden. It’s been wild-

ly popular and adds revenue when the 

garden is finished for the year. Boerner China Lights in Wisconsin

Steve and Donna
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When did your interest in gardening start?When did your interest in gardening start?

Steve: In adulthood, my career assumed priority 

and gardening became a pleasant memory. That is, 

until we moved to this area, which was an idea that 

first germinated when I was well past forty years 

old. By that time I was habitually spending signif-

icant chunks of my summers in the mountains of 

the North Cascades, backpacking and living days 

on end in the mountains. The solitude was my vaca-

tion. Eventually the idea came that I should be living 

closer to my vacations. It was a significant decision 

in two ways. I needed Donna to agree, and I needed 

to close down my business back in the midwest. 

That meant going back to work for a company for 

the first time in twenty years. It all came together 

in 2000 when I received an excellent offer from a 

company in Wilsonville, and we landed where we 

live today.

What advice would you give to someone who is looking to start a garden of their own?What advice would you give to someone who is looking to start a garden of their own?

Donna: Amend the soil before you plant anything and learn what plants will thrive in your 

location—don’t fight nature.

Where is the most interesting place in the world that you have traveled to? How did you Where is the most interesting place in the world that you have traveled to? How did you 
decide to go there?decide to go there?

Donna: In 1997, I quit 

my job of 15 years to travel 

throughout Europe in an un-

hurried manner, beginning in 

the Scandinavian countries 

then meandering through Ger-

many, Austria, Czech Republic 

and on to Hungary. I was most 

intrigued with the variety of in-

teresting areas in Prague and 

Budapest, old world cultures at 

a pivotal time. Budapest with 

huge public outdoor city baths, 

a world class Opera House, 

elaborately “carved” baroque 

architecture. Walkable Prague Vigeland in Frogner Park, Oslo, Norway

Boerner Botanical Gardens in Wisconsin
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had lovely Baroque, Art Noveau, and Gothic architecture and is often named the most beautiful 

city in Europe.

What are your favorite rhododendron species and hybrids? What are your favorite rhododendron species and hybrids? 

Donna: Fav Species include R. spinuliform, a gift from Cavenders as I’d admired theirs; I love 

the clusters of hot orange tubular flowers. In contrast, I enjoy the delicate spikey leaves and 

flowers of R. stenopelatum ‘Linearfolium’, a Japanese azalea. Can anyone limit themselves to 

one favorite hybrid? A few that come to mind are: 

Seaview Sunset, Starbright Champagne, Lem’s 

Cameo, Karen Triplet and Noyo Brave.

What are your favorite hobbies outside of rho-What are your favorite hobbies outside of rho-
dodendrons? dodendrons? 

Donna: Steve and I share a love of swimming 

and snorkeling in Hawaii, along with visiting gar-

dens and going to art museums and art fairs. I 

enjoy the theatre, especially musicals and have a 

passion for travel and visiting with friends and 

family.

What are some of your favorite public gardens? What are some of your favorite public gardens? 

Donna: Besides the Rhododendron gardens in 

the NW we all know and love, I find the guided 

tour at Portland’s Chinese Garden enlightening 

and am amazed that it’s in one city block. When 

we visit Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden, 

if the cherry trees are in bloom, we dash over to 

nearby Lakewold. I am prejudiced to still love my 

hometown Boerner Botanical Garden, and often 

enjoy a trip to the Chicago Botanical garden in 

Glencoe, north of the city. In Hawaii, we’ve en-

joyed Allerton on Kauai and Hawaii Botanical 

Garden on the Big Island. An unusual place we’ve 

visited on Maui is the University of Hawaii’s Agri-

cultural Experimentation Station of Protea in the 

uplands.

In my European travels, I’ve gone only to gar-

dens I can readily reach on public transit. Since 

most of them are much older than ours, hard-

scapes play a more important role. In Italy, the 

Boboli Gardens in Florence include a great view Protea

Steve with a Protea in Hawaii
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overlooking the city. Tivo-

li in Rome has fountains to 

anchor the gardens. May is 

the best time for the Italian 

lake district with azaleas 

and rhodies in bloom. Villa 

Carlotta on Lake Como is 

quiet and intimate, while Iso-

la Bella, an island off Stresa 

on Lake Maggiore has grand 

sculptures, mountain views, 

complete with white pea-

cocks roaming the grounds. 

In Germany the colors ex-

plode by late summer on the 

garden island of Mainau near 

Konstance, even sculpting huge animals from dahlias. In Oslo, Norway Frogner Park is dominat-

ed by Vigeland, a garden of human sculptures. It’s one man’s lifework donated to the city. At the 

center is a 56’ granite monolith comprised of 120 upward striving humans at various life stages. 

How did you become a member of ARS?How did you become a member of ARS?

Steve: Our property came with more than twenty rhododendrons, none of which we knew 

anything about. Thus came the Portland chapter, which was all Donna’s doing. Rhododendron 

advice from some chapter old timers was invaluable. Dick Cavender, Dave Goheen and E. White 

Smith were especially helpful. 

Most of what I learned about gar-

dening in the northwest came 

from the Portland Chapter. With 

about sixty rhododendrons and 

plenty of hostas, hellebores and 

lungworts, I’m back to gardening 

again.

What topics would you like What topics would you like 
to see in future ARS Portland to see in future ARS Portland 
programs?programs?

Donna: Being less technical 

than some members, I enjoy vi-

sual presentations of beautiful 

gardens, plant companions and 

landscape design.

Lakewold Gardens in Lakewold, Washington

Villa Carlotta in Lake Como
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SPRING 
 

Spring:  A happy and active word, evocative of action or resilience,  a source, 
energy, and more; all appropriate as a description for the subject of these 
comments.  That is, of course, the fascination of unfurling new foliage and 
myriad flowers with which nature treats us in a spectacle of growth and color 
during the yearly emergence from Winter all across our waysides and 
gardens.  
 
A ‘Sunday Drive’ including a stop at Hinsdale Garden is a great way to enjoy 
some of that Spring bounty. 
 
About seventy years ago O. Howard Hinsdale set out to create a small 
woodland garden after the style made popular in the British Isles.  Redwoods, 
Spruce and larger growing deciduous trees provided cover for massive 
plantings of rhododendrons, camellias and magnolias.  Plant material was 
sourced from both overseas and around Oregon, the latter often mature 
garden specimens, thus forming the basis for a well-established garden.  
Hinsdale also greatly enlarged and improved the existing weekend cottage 
into a permanent family home.  Soon the family began hosting open garden 
days, and teas, attracting visitors from up and down the coast, Roseburg, 
Eugene and beyond. 
 
Today many of the plants have reached a size where one may delight in 
flowering well overhead, while also enjoying blossoms close at hand in mass 
plantings of evergreen azaleas.  And then there’s three weeks or so when the 
significant collection of Loderis fills the air with their special fragrance.     
 
The garden location is easily accessible from either the I5 corridor or coastal 
Highway 101 at about five miles upriver from Reedsport on Scenic Highway 
38.  Parking can be tight, but pull outs for the Elk Viewing Area on the other 
side of roadway (one opposite the gated garden entrance) provide access 
with just a short walk.  The garden is owned and managed by the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM), and thus open to us all. 
 
                 Gordon Wylie   February, 2023                                          
 

Spring in Hinsdale GardenSpring in Hinsdale Garden
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From the RN EditorFrom the RN Editor

Starting with a fresh page for March 2023 I want to remind readers that other chapters 

send us their newsletters. Those newsletters (since July 2022) are kept online and are freely 

available to anyone. Take a look at other chapters’ newsletters! There sometimes are webinars 

or zoom events that would be of interest! 

Look at Ken Gohring’s Azalea Chapter newsletter from Atlanta GA. The chapter met at a 

nature center in January, which included a zoom option. In February the Atlanta chapter will 

visit a nursery. Would PCARS members enjoy visiting a nursery? Contact your President Steve 

Hopkins if you’d like the Chapter to explore meeting venues other than Thursday evening at 

Reedwood Friends Church (2901 SE Steele St, Portland, OR 97202).

Willamette Chapter newsletter editor Mary Ellen Ramseyer reports in their February news-

letter that Brandon Baker, Director of Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden, will be their 

featured speaker Wednesday February 8, 7PM. The zoom link is https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/87228663339.

Sandy Jensen, Siuslaw Chapter Macrophyllum editor, includes an announcement in the 

February issue from Siuslaw Chapter President Day Farrald to remind readers that Rhododen-

dron are “hungry and a good fertilizer is on the menu.”

The February newsletter of the Victoria Rhododendron Society from editor Lois Blackmore 

features a dire warning as a species faces extinction. Rhododendron ponticum is from Scotland 

where it’s been labeled a weed. Read more about this species’ unlikely fate in the newsletter.

Take time to visit the Society webpage where there’s a welcome from ARS President Bill 

Meyers that we all should read. He encourages us to “take a look” around the Society website. 

Please stop by and visit your Society! As President Meyers states “There are valuable resourc-

es which enable you to learn more about the selection and care of rhododendrons.”

Ray Clack at the January meeting mentioned that he and Ann visited a nursery, Whitman 

Farms west of Salem. Ray suggested a fieldtrip to visit the unusual collection of trees and 

shrubs. Contact Ray or Ann Clack if you’re interested in a field trip to this nursery outside 

Salem. 

Meanwhile, send me your garden photos and I’ll feature them in the member photos page.

Mike Stewart reminds us that the Smith Garden Spring Work Party is March 18 from 8:30 

AM to 3 PM. Smith Garden address is 5055 Raybell Rd NE, St Paul, OR 97137. Smith Garden 

will provide light snack food and drinks. Help spruce up the garden in preparation for upcom-

ing open garden days. Enjoy Evelyn Kritler’s Smith Garden photos on page 12 and 13.

And Evelyn has prepared a new feature that showcases Q&A stories about members in the 

Portland ARS Chapter. This month Evelyn interviewed Steve Kaminski and Donna Sell. Their 

story is on page 17. 

We hope to see you at the March 16 meeting at 7pm, or at Woodstock Wine & Deli, 4030 SE 

Woodstock Blvd, Portland, OR 97202 at 5pm for a sandwich and drink before the meeting. The 

meeting features ARS JARS Editor Glen Jamieson in a presentation in the activity room lower 

level (west entrance) at Reedwood Friends Church, 2901 SE Steele St, Portland, OR 97202. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AqeMWoSJMDBZtoMpC2RFBbNbahZMtobi?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AqeMWoSJMDBZtoMpC2RFBbNbahZMtobi?usp=sharing
mailto:stevehopkins%40prodigy.net?subject=possible%20venue%20for%20monthly%20meeting
mailto:stevehopkins%40prodigy.net?subject=possible%20venue%20for%20monthly%20meeting
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZbKzFyIPA7teTV8D1IjJquXCvjsHP_cw/view?usp=sharing
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87228663339
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87228663339
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rcvaAhrfueuvqD4TcAVe_i2q5T8gaCjS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rcvaAhrfueuvqD4TcAVe_i2q5T8gaCjS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pmw6v1IHluxVSrV8x_jox6UUaeDLYnLn/view?usp=sharing
https://www.rhododendron.org/
https://www.rhododendron.org/getinvolved.htm
https://www.whitmanfarms.com/
https://www.whitmanfarms.com/
mailto:rclack%40comcast.net?subject=Field%20trip%20to%20Whitman%20Farms?
mailto:acclack%40msn.com?subject=field%20trip%20to%20Whitman%20Farms?
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Hummingbird
I love watching the hummingbirds on my balcony, they’re there year-round, as if purely for my 

enjoyment. Today I was able to open the balcony door & photograph it without scaring it. 

In these photos you can see the 

hummingbird’s tongue protruding 

from the end of its beak.



Rhododendron News | Volume LXVII, No. 3 | March 2023 | Page 26

Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society | www.rhodies.org

Washington County Washington County 
Master GardnersMaster Gardners

Harriet Ottaviano 
WCMGA Publicity Chair 

wcmgapublicitydirector@gmail.com 
213-999-1189

In Person Class on Blueberry CareIn Person Class on Blueberry Care
• Free and open to the public. No registra-

tion required.

• Saturday, March 4th, 10 a.m.–noon

• PCC Rock Creek Campus Building 4, 
Room 103 and 

• PCC Rock Creek Education Garden 
17705 NW Springville Rd, Portland, OR 

97229  

• Led by Sue Ryburn and Cindy Muir, OSU 
Extension MG Volunteers 

• Approved for one hour of Master Gar-
dener Education Credit.

• For more information, go to http://wash-
ingtoncountymastergardeners.org/

Free webinar about TrufflesFree webinar about Truffles
• Tuesday, March 7th, 2023 7–8 p.m.

• Open to the Public——Registration Re-
quired. 

For more information and to register, 

please go to http://washingtoncountymaster-

gardeners.org/

Raising Mason Bees–In The Garden Raising Mason Bees–In The Garden 
SeriesSeries
• Saturday, March 11th, 2023 10 a.m.–

noon

• Free In Person Class——registration not 
required. Open to the Public. 

• PCC Rock Creek Campus, Bldg. 4, Rm 103 

17705 NW Springville Rd, Portland, OR 

97229  

This is the second of three presentations 

on mason bees. The third class in this series 

will be December 2nd, 2023.

Rose Care–In The Garden SeriesRose Care–In The Garden Series

Free in person class. Open to the public. Free in person class. Open to the public. 

No registration required. No registration required. 

• Saturday, March 18th, 2023. 10 a.m.- 
noon

• WCMGA Learning Garden at Jenkins Es-

tate 8005 SW Grabhorn Rd, Beaverton, OR 

97007 

For more information about these four 

events, please go to http://washingtoncounty-

mastergardeners.org/

Digital Plant Problem DiagnosisDigital Plant Problem Diagnosis

In addition to the March events, WCMGA 

announces the Tuesday, April 4th 7—8 p.m. 

Zoom webinar entitled “Digital Plant Prob-

lem Diagnosis” presented by Jay W. Pscheidt, 

PhD., OSU Professor and Extension Plant Pa-

thology Specialist. The webinar is free and 

open to the public but registration is required. 

The webinar is approved for one hour of 

Master Gardener Education Credit.

For more information and to register, 

please go to http://washingtoncountymaster-

gardeners.org/

The Washington County Master Gardener™ 

Association (WCMGA) sponsors a wide variety 

of gardening–related demonstrations, lectures, 

seminars and workshops in various Washington 

County Oregon locations. Most of our events are 

free and open to the public. 

WCMGA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 

supported by hundreds of volunteers, who work 

to educate the public about sustainable, afford-

able gardening. 

ht tps://www.pcc.edu/disabilit y/map/#-

place:rc-outside

To review all WCMGA activities go to https://

washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/events/

list/.

mailto:wcmgapublicitydirector%40gmail.com?subject=
http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/
http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/
http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/
http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/
http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/
http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/
http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/
http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/
http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/
https://www.pcc.edu/disability/map/#place:rc-outside
https://www.pcc.edu/disability/map/#place:rc-outside
https://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/events/list/
https://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/events/list/
https://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/events/list/
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Portland ChaPterPortland ChaPter

the ameriCan rhododendron SoCiety

Po Box 86424
Portland or 97286-0424
https://www.rhodies.org/

The Portland Chapter of the American Rho-
dodendron Society is registered in Oregon as 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Dues and 
donations are qualified charitable tax deduc-
tions. 

Membership  
Chair: Evelyn Kritler (membership@rhodies.org) 
Benefits include chapter meetings, quarterly 
issues of the Journal American Rhododendron 
Society, plant sales and auctions, garden events 
and more. Dues: $40 per year  
Other membership options  
ARS STORE

Officers 
President:  Steve Hopkins 
Vice President:   Ray Clack 
Past President:  Steve McCormick 
Secretary:  Steve Hall 
Treasurer:  Jim Peters 
Membership:  Evelyn Kritler (membership@
rhodies.org)

Board Members

Newsletter Rhododendron News is published 
monthly except July, distributed via email.  
Editor:  Martha Dibblee editor@rhodies.org 
Print Edition: Contact Maria Stewart  
(503) 668-3522 for print edition.

Masthead: Merilee Mannen 

Website www.rhodies.org  
Webmaster:  Andrew Stern

Van Veen Nursery and Van Veen Heritage  
Garden vanveennursery@hotmail.com  
(503) 777-1734

Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 
Volunteering/Tours/Photoshoots:  
info@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org 
Director:  Brandon Baker 
brandon@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org 
Operations Manager: (Vacant) (503) 267-7509

Friends of Crystal Springs  
FRIENDS ANNUAL PASS

Donations: Donate 

Cecil & Molly Smith Garden 
Chair:  Vacant  
Contact: agross@teleport.com; smithgarden.
org

John Stephens
Andrew Stern
Maria Stewart
Mike Stewart
Joanne Turner (through 

June 30, 2023)

Ann Clack
Dennis O’Malley
Caroline Enns
David Anderson 

(through June 30, 
2024)

 Portland Chapter Rhododendron Society & Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 
        All-ARS Facebook Page

https://www.rhodies.org/
mailto:membership%40rhodies.org?subject=
http://rhodies.org/chapter/pdx_membership.htm
http://arsstore.org/
mailto:membership%40rhodies.org?subject=
mailto:membership%40rhodies.org?subject=
mailto:vanveennursery%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:info%40crystalspringsgardenpdx.org?subject=
mailto:brandon%40crystalspringsgardenpdx.org?subject=
https://www.crystalspringsgardenpdx.org/friendspass
https://www.crystalspringsgardenpdx.org/donate
mailto:agross%40teleport.com?subject=
http://smithgarden.org/smithgarden.org/Welcome.html
http://smithgarden.org/smithgarden.org/Welcome.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/366288423389148
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanRhododendronSociety
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