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Purpose
To encourage interest in and 
disseminate information and 
knowledge about the genus  

Rhododendron.

To provide a medium through 
which all persons interested 
in the genus may commu-
nicate with others through 

education, scientific studies, 
meetings, publications, and 

other similar activities

Meetings
3rd Thursdays, 
September-May

Reedwood Friends Church
2901 SE Steele Street

Portland 97202

Meetings start at 7 PM with a 
social half-hour preceding the 

main meeting. We clean up 
and exit by 9:30 PM.

And if you want, meet at 
Woodstock Wine and Deli at 

5pm for an informal  
happy hour meal!

Submit materials for Rhododendron News 
• Email your stories, pictures and articles to

• Deadline: last Friday of each month 

• Place picture information in filename plant name, date/place & photographer. 

• Submit pictures separately from text

• Picture size 300 dpi resolution, dimensions 1440x1080 px

• If you create the story online (e.g., GoogleDocs) email me the URL

President’s Letter
November 2022 

By Steve Hopkins

Last month I mentioned to you that Brenda and I were on our 

trip in Australia and New Zealand for their respective Rhododen-

dron Conferences. As I mentioned, it was one of our most mem-

orable trips and still is. At 

this time twenty-two years 

ago, we were just getting 

ready to fly home after one 

of our greatest traveling ex-

periences. So, this month I 

want to talk about this time 

of year here, in the Pacific 

Northwest, our Rhododen-

dron Country. As much as 

we dislike the rain some-

times around here it would 

have been nice to have an 

inch or two more this last 

month. We have broken 

some undesirable weather 

records over the last few 

months. I personally did a 

lot of watering much lat-

er than usual for all the 

plants I have here at Oxbow 

Pointe. The heat did take its 

toll earlier on some of my 

Rhododendrons and other 
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Oregon Grape fall color (Ann Clack)
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plants. Wounded, but not dead. I am glad 

that Fall finally has arrived. I hope that it 

will last for a while before Winter weather 

arrives. 

Fall is a time for opportunities...

now is the time that people begin eval-

uating their gardens and thinking about 

what they want to do next year. This is 

no different for our Chapter. Now is the 

time to think about our Gardens, CSRG, 

Smith, VVN and think about improve-

ments, recruiting new volunteers, and 

finding innovative educational programs, 

among many other things. As you think 

about making changes to your garden, 

think about our Gardens and share your 

thoughts with us and Brandon at Crystal 

Springs Garden. What would make them 

more enjoyable, valuable, and interest-

ing? How would you like to be involved? 

What would attract new members and 

visitors to CSRG? Who can you bring to 

the next Chapter meeting? What about 

that neighbor that you have that might 

like to experience what we have to offer? 

Gardeners love to talk about their gar-

dens, their plants, and their dreams, too.  

If you have ideas, plans, and dreams 

for your own garden, also think about 

the Chapter and our gardens and share 

your thoughts with us, go ahead and get 

involved. Let us know what you are think-

ing and share it with our board members 

or anyone else in the Chapter...don’t just 

talk to yourself! We would like to hear 

from you and share what you think about all the things we are doing. 

Enjoy the color changes as you are traveling around this fall. It is a good ride for me as I drive 

to work every morning from out here in the country. The Northeast has nothing on us when it 

comes to fall color changes in the Great Pacific Northwest, I know, as I have been there this time 

of year in the past. I look forward to seeing all of you this month at the Chapter meeting. If not, 

have a Happy Thanksgiving. 

Steve Hopkins, your President of the Chapter

Lochroma blooming its heart out. (Ann Clack)

Burning bush burning it up. (Ann Clack)
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Calendar

Portland Chapter Meetings
Reedwood Friends Church

2901 SE Steele St, Portland, OR 97202
Social time 6:30 pm; Meeting 7:00 pm

Regular Chapter Meeting
Thursday November 17, 2022

TBD. We will  send out another email before 
the meeting date to let folks know.

Regular Chapter Meeting
Thursday December 15, 2022

Holiday Potluck

Haiku for November 2022
From the Pieris 

an explosion of bushtits 

matching the sun!

Rain drops gathering 

on the patio chairs  

time and time again 

Testing the coolness 

of the dawn, the first butterfly  

of the garden  

—Peter Kendall

Magnolia macrophylla & Acer palmatum ‘Sango 
Kaku’ (Coral Bark Maple) (Cavender)

Acer palmatum ‘Shishigashira’ (Cavender)

New RN Item: RN-Profiles
A member has suggested that RN  

create a page showcasing one or more 
members, their hobbies or something 

unique about them that most  
don’t know about. If you’re interested  

in submitting a RN-Profile  
email PCARSeditor@gmail.com

Rex with the beginnings of our fall leaf drop. (Ann 
Clack)

mailto:PCARSeditor%40gmail.com?subject=
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Amazon Smile and Target

Amazon.ARSStore.org

Target.ARSStore.org

Use these links for the ARS affiliate store of your choice, AmazonSmile or Target. Target 
has an online store similar to Amazon, but Target is a much stronger supporter of the 
ARS. You also have the option of picking items up and returning them at a nearby store 
with no charge for shipping.

ARS October Meeting Review
by Ray Clack, Program Chair

Our October monthly meeting at the friends church came with many surprises and some frus-

tration, too. We arrived to set up the room and found a blood drive just finishing up. It took a 

while to get the room cleaned out and ready for our group. Ann and I thought we had conquered 

all the issues with showing the movie in-house and through Zoom!, but we hadn’t. With Steve and 

Andrew’s help, we finally got the movie viewed, but in-house audio was poor. Very Frustrating!! 

And we started so late, we didn’t have any time to discuss the messages from the film afterward 

:(. But we learned some things about hosting the ZOOM meeting. We will improve.

Pushed Up the Mountain

The movie itself was a display and discussion about how man and nature don’t always live 

together well. While visiting a garden in Scotland, where the director’s grandfather lived, she 

showed us old rhododendrons. These were introductions that had been brought back from Chi-

na by the plant hunters during the early 1900s. We then were taken to different sites in China, 

witnessing some areas that had been destroyed by ‘human progress’, and to sites where people 

are trying to preserve the diverse plant life China is known for. Focusing heavily on Rhododen-

drons and the link back to her grandfather’s garden, we meet a number of folks trying to make 

a difference. First was a Chinese group maintaining a nursery of rhododendron species that are 

endangered in the wild, with others were working at seed preservation sites. There also was a 

Scottish group working in her grandfather’s garden, taking cuttings to send plants back to China 

for re-introduction, and also reproducing species at home to keep them viable during changes 

in the world’s environment. Climate change also is a concern, which led to one Chinese scientist 

sharing his thoughts through the decades and centuries, to report that Rhododendrons have been 

forced to adapt to the environment by going to different elevations on the mountain to survive. 

Hence the movie title “Pushed up the Mountain”.

The Portland Chapter owns the documentary movie, so if you missed it, and would like to re-

view it, contact me.

Ray Clack (rclack@comcast.net)

http://Amazon.ARSStore.org
http://Target.ARSStore.org
http://target.arsstore.org
mailto:rclack%40comcast.net?subject=
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Maria’s Rhododendron for November 2022

Rhododendron ‘Patriot’s Dream’

A Plant You Will Enjoy for A Long Time!

By Maria Stewart

When you are looking for a compact rhododendron that keeps its rounded form and has a slow 

growing habit, you will be very pleased to own a Rhododendron ‘Patriot’s Dream’. The plant that 

we have in our landscape is 10 years old and it has grown to 18 inches tall and 2 feet wide! The 

trusses are deep red, and the dark green foliage often looks like it is polished. The parents of this 

rhododendron are Rhododendron ‘Carmen’ and R. yakushimanum. 

Rhododendron ‘Patriot’s Dream’ draws your eye to it because of the shiny leaves surrounding 

the deep red corollas. Its ability to survive our winters is given by the cold hardy R. yakushima-

num parentage and the strong deep red colored flowers are attributed to R. ‘Carmen’. Its buds are 

rounded and attractive on the tips of the branches. It blooms in May and is hardy to at least -5 F. 

By the way, the name, ‘Patriot’s Dream’ comes from the song, “America the Beautiful”. When 

Mike and I were introducing and naming several rhododendrons years ago, we chose phrases from 

this and other beautiful patriotic music that ultimately resulted in the naming of R. ‘Freedom’s 

Song’ and R. ‘Mountain Majesty’.

Rhododendron ‘Patriot’s Dream’ (Mike Stewart)
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Smith Garden Work Party
By Ray Clack, Chair-Elect/Program Chair and Ali Sarlak.

Smith Garden work day on Saturday, Oct 22 was surprising. The Friday evening weather fore-

cast indicated rain would happen most of the day. We were providing the lunchtime sandwiches, 

so we couldn’t ‘not’ go. As we drove toward Newberg from Oregon City, we were surprised by 

breaks in the clouds, showing blue skies! When we arrived at the garden, people already were 

pruning Lenten roses, and cleaning up. 

Tom Gressler had a nice list of projects for the 10 volunteers to jump into. We had a bench/

swing to place! A beautiful, new swing, purchased in remembrance of Dick Cavender! Steve Hall 

and I ‘dug’ into the task of getting the swing placed. Digging indeed, removing the vinca covering 

the spot , hauling away said vinca and a few inches of top soil, then hauling in gravel for a base. 

Fortunately Dana Malby from Willamette Chapter joined us as we worked to get things level. As 

the pictures show we got the swing moved into place! 

There was pruning along the road, path blowing, small hedge trimming, and bench moving! 

We completed almost everything on the work list. A beautiful day at Smith Garden, and yes, the 

cyclamen were blooming everywhere!! 

Dick C. was always joking about doing his Indian dance to keep the rain away. Maybe?  Not only 

did it NOT rain but the temperature was pleasant for working. 

Thanks to Tom for his list and thanks to every one of the workers who made it happen !! A 

good day! 

Smith Garden work day workers, L to R: Dana Malby, Karen Cavender (in Dick’s new swinging bench), Ray 
Clack, Caroline Enns, Tom Gressler. (Ray Clack)
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Photos by Ali Sarlak.

Smith Garden Work Party (anonymous)
Volunteers from three chapters of the ARS gathered 
Saturday for the annual fall Smith Garden work-party. 
There were a few drops of Oregon sunshine on the way 
there, but then bright sunlight for the rest of the day. Sun-
block was de rigeur.
A raucously good time was had by all. How raucous, you 
ask? You want the salacious details? Like who brought 
the active ingredient? Which active ingredient did they 
bring? And who danced with whom on which table? 
What were they wearing, and what were they not wear-
ing? 
Sorry, but you had to be there. Don’t bother asking any 
of the participants for details. We have all agreed: Noth-
ing untoward occurred, and any suggestion otherwise is 
completely false.
What happens at Smith stays at Smith.

Bench, placed by Karen Cavender, in memory of 
her late husband, Dick Cavender. (Sarlak)

Karen Cavender enjoying the swinging bench in-
stalled in her husband’s honor. (Sarlak)

Dana Malby, Willamette Chapter (l), Karen Cavender, 
Ray Clack (Ali Sarlak)

L to R Dana Malby, Karen Cavender (seated),  
Caroline Enns, Ray Clack. (Ray Clack)

Caroline Enns and Tom Gressler, Smith Garden 
caretaker (Ali Sarlak)
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Chapter Information

District 4 chapters

Tualatin Chapter http://tualatinvalleyars.org/tualatinvalleyars.org/Welcome.html

Eugene Chapter http://www.eugene-chapter-ars.org/

Willamette Chapter http://www.arswillamette.com/calendar/s

Other organizations

Humboldt Botanical Garden Nelda Palmer <npalmer@humboldt1.com> sends the link below, 

which has an astonishingly beautiful picture taken at ‘All Happy Now’ at Humboldt Botanical Gar-

den (7707 Tompkins Hill Rd, Eureka, CA 95503). Be sure to read how it was made, too!

Washington County Master Gardeners http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/ or 

email Harriet Ottaviano at Hbjotto90740@yahoo.com. 

American Rhododendron Society Chapters https://www.rhododendron.org/locations.htm 

Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden rhodygarden.org. Their seasonal website Septem-

ber through November provides nine popular fall plants. And there still is time to buy a paver to 

to honor the Rutherford Conservatory.

North American Rock Garden Society https://www.nargs.org/

Penstemon Society https://penstemons.org/

Hardy Plant Society of Oregon https://www.hardyplantsociety.org/

Eriogonum Society https://eriogonum.org/

Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden in the fall (Dibblee, 11/1/22)

http://tualatinvalleyars.org/tualatinvalleyars.org/Welcome.html
https://www.eugene-chapter-ars.org/
http://www.arswillamette.com/calendar/ 
mailto:npalmer%40humboldt1.com?subject=Humboldt%20botanical%20garden
https://kymkemp.com/2022/09/26/night-light-of-the-north-coast-all-happy-now-beneath-the-milky-way/
https://www.hbgf.org/
https://www.hbgf.org/
http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/
mailto:Hbjotto90740%40yahoo.com?subject=Re%3A%20Washington%20County%20Master%20Gardners
https://www.rhododendron.org/locations.htm
http://rhodygarden.org
https://rhodygarden.org/season-fall/
https://rhodygarden.org/season-fall/
https://rhodygarden.org/c19/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/RSF_paver_brochure-2013.pdf
https://www.nargs.org/
https://penstemons.org/
https://www.hardyplantsociety.org/
https://eriogonum.org/
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Go Fund Me Campaign for Van Veen Heritage Site
Extracted from email from Dave Banks, ARS Treasurer

Rhodo-Notes October 2022 (10/8/22)

Dave writes: You’ve probably participated in GoFund-

Me fundraisers in the past. This one is a little closer 

to home. 

Kathy Van Veen bequeathed her 3rd generation nurs-

ery and garden to the ARS Portland Chapter. This is a 

rare four-acre oasis of horticulture and beauty deep 

within a Portland city neighborhood. 

In order to fulfill Kathy’s vision for the property, we 

need your help: 

• To transform a part of the property into a public garden area for the enjoyment of the 
neighborhood, the city, and beyond.

• To provide public education about rhododendrons, especially to students at schools 
and colleges.

• To continue the Van Veen family’s well-known custom propagation in the greenhous-
es--especially important for chapter plant sales

• To keep the property an oasis of green space and not a housing tract.

• To help recover from the damage wrought by the historic winter ice storm of 2021, the 
following summer heat wave (116 degrees), and preparing the property for winter.

Here’s where to go to help: https://gofund.me/f935c4d5 (Registered nonprofit EIN: 822476711)

To learn more about Van Veen Nursery go to https://vanveennursery.com/about-us/

To learn more about native rhododendrons go to the ARS website.

Kathy Van Veen, son Ted Van Veen and Theodore Van Veen, Sr. (Van) 

https://gofund.me/f935c4d5
https://www.gofundme.com/
https://www.gofundme.com/
https://gofund.me/f935c4d5
https://vanveennursery.com/about-us/
http://rhodyman.net/Natives.html#:~:text=The%20highest%20concentration%20of%20species,prinophyllum%20and%20R.
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From the RN Editor

This month’s Haiku by Peter Kendall (page 3 calendar) used a word unknown to me (as I’ve 

stated before, I’m not a botanist). The word is “Pieris” and I discovered that it’s the genus that 

includes Andromeda. In my Eastmoreland yard I had a huge Andromeda bush and every February 

I would look foward to its early blooms. In April 1999 

we were on our way to Denmark to visit our son and 

his wife who lived in Århus, which is on the European 

mainland on the water. I had bought my very first digi-

tal camera, one of the first on the market, an Olympus 

D400 digital camera. The Andromeda was the subject 

of my very first digital photo. In reviewing the camera 

specs, its CCD was 1,280 x 960 pixel resolution (1.3 

MPx). It had 3X optical zoom, plus a 2X digital zoom. It 

included both 

Optical and 

LCD viewfind-

er, Spot or 

Average light 

metering, and 

a d v e r t i s e d 

“Excellent low-light capability”. Included in the box was a 

8MB SmartMedia card and FlashPath holder! 

It’s amazing what 25 years has brought to the digital 

camera world! My iPhone has a camera that’s way more 

powerful than this first camera. But it was the beginning 

of my digital photography journey, which now includes a 

Canon EOS 5D MK II (plus lenses). 

When we were in Denmark we rode the train to Co-

penhagen, crossing the water on a ferry that had train 

tracks that carried the train in transit from the mainland 

to Copenhagen. We visited the Queen’s palace, complete-

ly filled with crocus! 

In reminiscing about this visit, and others, because 

our son and his wife (she’s from Denmark) lived there for 11 years, and we visited at least once 

a year, we grew to enjoy this lovely country. I urge everyone to visit there some time, if not just 

for the art and design and churches (and organs, which are my specialty), but for the wonderful 

pastries from bakeries. 

And I want to remind readers to check a photo and story about the Humboldt Botanical Gar-

den. Nelda Palmer <npalmer@humboldt1.com> writes “This is a structure in the botanical garden. 

It is above the Temperate Woodland Garden where most of the rhododendrons are. and where we 

have spent many a satisfying hour.”

Pieris japonica (https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Pieris_japonica)

Crocus at queens palace Copenhagen DK 
4-27-99 (Dibblee)

https://www.imaging-resource.com/PRODS/D400/D400A.HTM
https://www.imaging-resource.com/PRODS/D400/D400A.HTM
https://kymkemp.com/2022/09/26/night-light-of-the-north-coast-all-happy-now-beneath-the-milky-way/
https://kymkemp.com/2022/09/26/night-light-of-the-north-coast-all-happy-now-beneath-the-milky-way/
mailto:npalmer%40humboldt1.com?subject=
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Fall colors at Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 11/1/22 (Dibblee)
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Lake Oswego, OR  97035‐1942

Or make your online payment at arsoffice.org/renewal/renew.asp (over)
    Thank you for your contining membership in the

Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society

TOTAL US $ ENCLOSED:   $___________

  Make your check payable to the ARS Portland Chapter and send to:  Jim Peters, Treasurer
ARS Portland Chapter
3339 Tempest Drive

I prefer to receive printed color copies of the chapter's newsletter, Rhododendron 
News , by mail.
Donation to the Portland Chapter General Fund

Donation to the ARS General Fund:
Honor or remember someone with a donation to the ARS Endowment Fund
Name (optional)
Donation to the ARS Research Foundation

$44

 $___________

 $___________

 $___________

 $___________

$1,000
$1,500

Life Membership ‐‐ Single:
Life Membership ‐‐ Family:

 $___________Enter Yearly Dues Amount:  $______  x  Number of Years: _____ = Total Dues:

$90

$75

$150

$10

Regular (1‐2 persons in same household):  See list of full benefits at:
www.rhodies.org/chapter/pdx_membership.htm
Commercial & Corporate: Growers receive full‐page ad on ARS website; Annual listing in 
ARS Journal; 5% discount on current ARS Journal advertising rates.
Sustaining:  Extra $35 helps support the ARS mission and goals; Annual listing in the ARS 
Journal.

Sponsoring:  Supports the ARS mission and goals; Annual listing in the ARS Journal.

Student (please include proof if over 18):  All regular benefits including an electronic 
version of the ARS Journal.

Check here if you want your email and phone information to be excluded from the roster.

Membership Category (check one) Yearly Dues

$40

PHONE:

ZIP/POSTAL CODE:

E‐MAIL:

STATE/PROVINCE:

ADDRESS:

2023 ARS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
NAME: SECOND NAME: (in same household, if applicable):

CITY:

COUNTRY:

2023 ARS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
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Portland ChaPter

the ameriCan rhododendron SoCiety

Po Box 86424
Portland or 97286-0424
http://rhodies.org/

The Portland Chapter of the American Rhodo-
dendron Society is registered in Oregon as a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Dues and 
donations are qualified charitable tax deduc-
tions. 

MEMBERSHIP
Benefits include chapter meetings, quarterly issues
of the Journal American Rhododendron Society, plant
sales and auctions, garden events and more.
Dues:  $40 per year 
Other membership options 
 ARS STORE

OFFICERS 
President:  Steve Hopkins
Vice President:   Ray Clack
Past President:  Steve McCormick
Secretary:  Steve Hall
Treasurer:  Jim Peters
Membership Co-Chairs:  Steve McCormick and John 
Stephens   
Contact:  pc.ars@outlook.com 

BOARD MEMBERS
John Stephens, Andrew Stern, Maria Stewart,
Mike Stewart, Joanne Turner (through June 30, 2023)
Ann Clack, Dennis O’Malley, Caroline Enns, David An-
derson
(through June 30, 2024)

NEWSLETTER
Rhododendron News is published monthly except July,
distributed via email.
Editor:  Martha Dibblee 
mgdibblee@me.com
Masthead:  Merilee Mannen 
For print edition, contact Maria Stewart (503) 668-3522

WEBSITE
www.rhodies.org 
Webmaster:  Andrew Stern

VAN VEEN NURSERY &
VAN VEEN HERITAGE GARDEN
vanveennursery@hotmail.com
(503) 777-1734

CRYSTAL SPRINGS 
RHODODENDRON GARDEN
Volunteering/Tours/Photoshoots:  
info@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org

Director:  Brandon Baker
brandon@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org

Operations Manager:  Vacant

(503) 267-7509

Friends of Crystal Springs
FRIENDS ANNUAL PASS
Donations: Donate 

CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN
Chair:  Vacant
agross@teleport.com
smithgarden.org

Portland Chapter Rhododendron Soc & 
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden

All-ARS Facebook Page

http://rhodies.org/
http://www.rhododendron.org/
http://www.rhododendron.org/
http://rhodies.org/chapter/pdx_membership.htm
http://arsstore.org/
mailto:pc.ars@outlook.com
mailto:ssmccormick@outlook.com
http://www.rhodies.org
mailto:vanveennursery@hotmail.com
mailto:info@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org
mailto:brandon@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org
https://www.crystalspringsgardenpdx.org/friendspass
https://www.crystalspringsgardenpdx.org/donate
mailto:agross@teleport.com
http://smithgarden.org/smithgarden.org/Welcome.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/366288423389148
https://www.facebook.com/groups/366288423389148
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanRhododendronSociety
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