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  Purpose 
  

To encourage interest in 
and disseminate  infor-
mation and knowledge 

about the genus 
Rhododendron. 

 

To provide a medium 
through which all persons 

interested in the genus 
may communicate with 

others through education, 
scientific studies, meet-
ings, publications, and 
other similar activities. 

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Meetings 
  

3rd Thursdays, 
September-May 

 

When safe again, 
chapter meetings will be 

held at:  

 

All Saints Episcopal 
4033 SE Woodstock Blvd., 

Portland, Oregon 

 

Meetings start at 7 pm 
with a social half-hour 
preceding the main 
meeting. We clean up 
and exit by 9:30 pm 

 
 

For info, contact: 

  

  pc.ars@outlook.com 

Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society 

Portland Chapter | American Rhododendron Society 

In the June 2022 Issue 

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXVI, NO. 6 | April 2022 

It’s a wrap!  Take a 
stroll through the 
convention via this 
photo review.  

https://www.pollyhillarboretum.org/about/newsletter/
mailto:pc.ars@outlook.com
https://ars2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/ARS-2022-Recap-4.pdf


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
FROM DON WALLACE, SINGING TREE GARDENS 

Flicker feeding on Dogwood Blooms 
Go HERE to see Don’s June 4 newsletter 

with his article on Dogwoods. 

 

 
Elizabeth A. Price is a certi-
fied OSU Extension Service 
Master Gardener who has 
been leading workshops on 
conifers for over a decade. 
She is the author of the soon 
to be published Native and 
Ornamental Conifers in the 
Pacific Northwest.  Sched-
uled for release August 5. 

 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 
 

 

Meetings are currently on ZOOM 
 

 

Social time 6:30 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

APGA Annual Conference 
Portland, June 20-24 

Over 65 sessions 
Garden Tours & Special Events 

 
 

APGA Crystal Springs Event: 
Thursday, June 23 

Starts 6pm 
Limited to conference attendees 

Info/Register here 

 
 
 

(Tentative) 
Smith Garden Soirée 
Saturday, August 20 

Potluck – setup 5pm; Dine at 5:30 
Open to Willamette, Tualatin Val-

ley and Portland Chapter members 
and their friends. 

Bring a chair, side dish & beverage. 

 
 

Thursday, September 15 
Portland Chapter Meetings 

Resume! 
Annual Cuttings Exchange 

 

Watch for August issue of 
Rhododendron News 

for details 
 

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org 

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXVI, NO. 6 | June 2022 | Page 2 

  
Four Haiku for June 
 
Beneath the maple  
footsteps through the snow, and still-- 
only April 
 
After the snowstorm  
patches of  sunlight given  
a new sense of  life 
 
Despite the snow 
the rhodies seem almost 
ahead of  themselves 

 

Peter Kendall     

  
  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

https://www.singtree.com/
https://ars2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Singing-Tree-Newsletter-6-4-22.pdf
https://publicgardens22.dryfta.com/index.php


As I come to the close of a two-year term as president 
of the Portland Chapter, I must acknowledge the 
team effort of the board and chapter members for 
making the challenges manageable—and enjoyable!  
We had just shut down for Covid and moved our 
meetings online.  As it turns out, we were able to at-
tract attendance from across the district and the 
whole ARS, which made it always interesting to see 
the makeup of each group that came to our 3rd Thurs-
day meetings.  And I felt a better grasp of the day-to-
day functions by editing the newsletter.   As it turns 
out, Zoom became a handy tool which we will put to 
good use in the future even as we resume in-person 
meetings in September (if all goes well!).  It sure gave 
me needed confidence to have Harold Greer and 
Mike Stewart, among others, always willing to help on 
plant ID., questions of ARS history, etc.  Talk about 
“been there, done that!” 

Referring again to one of my inspirations, former 
president Irv Snyder, I felt as he did—like a newbie 
with far less tenure and rhododendron knowledge 
than I thought the position demanded.  As Irv put it, 
“When it came to rhododendron knowledge, I was 
like a first grader sitting in a graduate school course.” 

Then there was the 75th Anniversary ARS convention.  
What was scheduled to be the big event just prior to 
my taking office as President turned out to be my fi-
nale.  So much has changed since the 50th in 1995!   

 

 
View of Portland skyline and Mt. Hood from The Jap-

anese Garden.  Photo by Ernie Metcalfe 

 

Speaking of Ernie Metcalfe, who is one of those we’ve 
lost along the way, it was inevitable that Evelyn Kritler 
would come under our gaze as the perfect subject for 
a President’s Profile.   Without sounding like a stalker, 
she has attracted our attention as the ideal young re-
cruit for a rhody future ever since she identified her-
self as the new owner of the Ernie Metcalfe prop-
erty—curious to learn more about the beauty of the 

rhodies that surround her.  She started attending 
chapter meetings on Zoom and has become a cheer-
ful and willing volunteer.  She’s an artistic sort—just 
the type that would appreciate the artistry of the spe-
cies Rhododendron.  We’re sure glad she found us.  

Also in this issue, we acknowledge Connor Ryan for 
his excellent talk at the chapter meeting that rounded 
out the season—a good dose of rhododendron 
knowledge with an east-of-the-Mississippi skew.  Juli-
ana Medeiros hosted a similar YouTube talk by Con-
nor for the Rhododendron Research Network of the 
ARS, which she directs.  So, if you missed the May 
meeting on the 19th, you could see much of the same 
HERE with Juliana’s introduction.  There are other 
online versions of Connor’s discussions about his 
work at the Holden here and here.   

We’re currently considering reviving the Smith Gar-
den Soirée for an August evening  and will keep you 
posted.  It has always been a friendly, intimate, gath-
ering of chapter members in that magnificent setting 
that was such a hit on the convention tours.  Kudos to 
Anne Gross, Mike Stewart, Tom Gressler, Ali Sarlak 
and the other volunteers that had it looking so ready 
for prime time. 

Come back in September with Steve Hopkins at the 
helm.  It will be another year of camaraderie with fel-
low rhododendron (and garden) lovers.  And who 
knows what surprises may be in store!?  Thanks again 
for all the support—it has been a pleasure.   

 

 
R. ‘Ring of Fire’ bayside, foreground. 
 
 

 

 

Meanwhile, lordy lordy, let it stop raining for a minute 
so we can get the two-foot deep lawn mown in time 
for the July 9 “Music in the Gardens” tour on the Long 
Beach peninsula.   Come visit!  
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https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JARS/v49n1/v49n1-jones.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p2z0ZETKLXU
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZuiRx1GOGV4


Connor Ryan 
 

From Dexter to Disease Resistance: Rho-
dodendrons in the Midwest 

 

Thursday, May 19, 2022 
 

On the job for just over 3 years and relatively new to 
rhododendrons, Connor Ryan is immersed in learning 
about the species and sounds like an old pro.  He’s the 
Collections Manager of Holden Forests and Gardens 
comprising 3,500 acres of which Rhododendron dom-
inates 60.  Holden Arboretum merged with the Cleve-
land Botanical Garden in 2014 and the David G. Leach 
Research Station was added in the ‘80s.  It’s the test-
ing ground for developing rhododendrons with re-
sistance to Phytophthora cinnamomi—a pathogen 
that causes root rot.  Connor is especially proud that 
Holden Forest and Gardens contains 54 rhododen-
dron species, which is significant in the East.   Holden 
is the 12th largest garden in the U.S. 
 

 
On the south shore of Lake Erie, the three arrows 
point out the Holden Forests & Gardens locations 

(west to east) of the Cleveland Botanical Garden, the 
Holden Arboretum, and Leach Research Station. 

 

 

 
R. ‘Maud Corning’  (fragrant) one of 250 plants do-

nated by Charles Dexter that started the 
Holden collection in 1940. 

 

Connor offered a review of his favorite plants at 
Holden, especially those developed in East Ohio.   
Sharing some history of the notable nurseries, hybrid-
izers and contributors who established the collection, 
he closed his presentation with a video walk-through 
of the evaluation fields where seedlings are tested for 
disease resistance while being qualified by color and 
foliage.    
 

 
The most famous Dexter hybrid – R. ‘Scintillation’ 

 
Connor identified the chain of important hybridizers 
as Paul Bosley, David G. Leach, Tony Shammarello, 
and Peter Girard (Jr. and Sr.). 
 

 
David Goheen Leach (second from left) 

 
David Leach was not fond of purples, so much so that 
he uttered the following statement on R. niveum—
sourced by Connor from a Ken Cox gardening book: 
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May 2022 Meeting Highlights 



 
R. ‘Capistrano’ – the most  commercially successful 

Leach hybrid, hardy to Zone 5.  Leach’s focus was on 
developing oranges and yellows. 

 

 
R. ‘Edith Bosley’ 

 
Connor described Leach’s interest in azaleas as well.  
He described the progression of hybridizing ever-
green azaleas as going from Gable (super cold hardy 
but not so showy) to Shammarello (in between) to 
Girard (not quite as cold-hardy, but very showy). 

 
R. ‘Calsap’ – named for a cross between 
R. ‘Catawbiense Album’ and R. ‘Sappho’ 

 

 
Tony Shammarello’s R. ‘Yaku Prince’ 

 

 
R. ‘Singapore’ developed in the search for good reds. 
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May Highlights (continued) 



 
R. ‘Rio’ a common Leach cross used as parent 

in crosses for its disease resistance. 

 

The Leach testing fields are infested with phy-
tophthora, grown intentionally in swampy conditions.  
Losing many of the plants allows the identification of 
survivors to use for breeding. R. ‘Vernus’ is one of 
those found to be resistant. 
 
 

 
Two of the best sources of disease resistance used in 
the Leach program:  R. ‘Ingrid Mehlquist’ (left, from 
a Connecticut hybridizer) and  R. hyperythrum (right, 

being used by a Louisiana hybridizer). 
 

 
Leach’s R. ‘Vernus’ 

 
 

 
2nd generation hybrids of R. hyperythrum 

                         introductions. 
Six more due in the coming year based 

on R. ‘Ingrid Mehlquist’ 
 
 

 
Leach testing fields. 
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May Highlights (continued) 



 
Video screen capture from Connor’s walk-through.  

 

 
R. ‘Montego’ 

 

 
Girard’s R. ‘Unsurpassable’ 

 
A North Tilsbury evergreen azalea R. ‘Marilee’ 

 

 
R. austrinum – found to be much more cold-hardy 

than thought.  “completely unphased 
after a -24o winter.” 

 

 
Flagged for further observation. 
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May Highlights (continued) 



Dense and Beautiful, A Hybrid to Treasure: 
Rhododendron ‘Kimbeth’ 

 

By Maria Stewart 
 

 
Connor Ryan, pictured with R. ‘Kimbeth’ 

at the Stewart Garden Luncheon Event at ARS 2022, May 5, 2022 
 
When your garden is in need of a rhododendron that 
grows to three feet high and wide in ten years, you will 
be pleased to find R. ‘Kimbeth’, a beautiful plant that fits 
that perfect place in your garden!  Yes, this semi-dwarf 
rhododendron grows very densely, keeps its perfectly 
rounded shape, and is attractive throughout the entire 
year.  Not only are the flowers bright deep-pink, funnel-
shaped and have three to five florets per truss when 
they bloom, but they also bloom on every stem, cover-
ing the entire plant with a massive show of color.   
 

It blooms early in May.  Furthermore, before it blooms, 
the flower buds are an eye-catching purple, inherited 
from its seed parent, R. ‘Kimberly’.   
 

The bud color is delightful throughout the winter.  Its 
hardiness is -5o F. 

 

So, here is a rhododendron that grows wider than tall.   
Leaves:  elliptic to oblong, light green with bronzy new 
growth that is also attractive.   

 

The parents of this hybrid are R. ‘Kimberly’ and R. ‘Eliza-
beth’ and it was Harold Greer whom we thank for mak-
ing the cross in 1979.      
 

 
 

R. ‘Kimbeth’  Photo by Harold Greer 
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Maria Stewart’s Rhododendron of the Month 



Polly Hill 
1907-2007 

Born Mary Louise Butcher 
(known as Polly from childhood) 

 

ARS Greater Philadelphia Chapter 
ARS Gold Medal 1990 

 

 
Polly Hill (photo by Alison Shaw) 

 

Gwen Bell of West Seattle (ARS Seattle Chapter) inspired 
this article from a recent correspondence.  Gwen has 
written extensively on northwest hybridizers along with 
rhododendron notables like Joseph Rock.   

 

Gwen Bell wrote recently to say:   “Some weeks ago, be-
fore his passing, Harold Greer e-mailed me indicating 
that there was discussion debating whether the hybrid-
izer of the rhododendron ‘Hill’s Low Red’ was from 
Washington State or from the east.  I  never met a Mr. 
Hill but I remember Jim Barlup speaking more than once 
about a Mr. Hill whose hybrid ‘Hill’s Low Red’ should be 
used in hybridizing efforts.  Recently I met a couple on a 
garden visit who told me that a Walt Hill lived in 
Poulsbo, Wash., worked a bit at the Whitney Gardens 
Nursery and did hybridize a Hill’s Low Red rhododen-
dron.  On Mother’s Day this May, I confirmed infor-
mation with Ellie Sather, owner of the Whitney nursery.  
It was indicated that Mr. Hill was a low-key fellow and 
much of his time was taken up caring for a grown son 
who had health issues.  Perhaps the question has al-
ready been discovered by your members, if not I believe 
the above information is the answer.   The hybridizer of 
Hill’s Low Red was Walt Hill from Washington State.” 

 
Jim Barlup’s ‘Wild Ginger’ (photo by Don Wallace) 
 
As Ellie reported, Walt’s “low key style” perhaps was ev-
idenced by the lack of any sourcing of his work in hybrid-
izing rhododendrons.  There’s no photo of ‘Hill’s Low 
Red’ to be found, although one can find it as a parent of 
a Jim Barlup hybrid R. ‘Wild Ginger’—a cross with pollen 
parent ‘Apricot Fantasy’.   That’s certainly additional 
support for Gwen’s Walt Hill assumption.   
 

 
R. ‘Marilee (left) and R. ‘Alexander’ (right) 

 
By “the east” Gwen refers to the Polly Hill of Martha’s 
Vineyard, Mass., where a number of excellent rhodo-
dendrons were developed along with other plant mate-
rial.   One excellent variety was named ‘Hill’s Bright Red.’   
The Polly Hill “West Tisbury” azaleas were referenced by 
Connor Ryan in his talk for the Portland chapter (re-
viewed in this issue).  Connor referred to the reliability 
of a “100% success rate” with the “North Tisbury azal-
eas” compared to the home-grown hybrids by Gable 
and Girard, which are not as reliable.  The West Tisbury 
azaleas were primarily bred from seed collected in Japan 
with R. nakaharae as a parent—a prostrate evergreen 
native.  
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Hybrid History 
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The Hill homestead on Marth’s Vineyard 

 
Polly Hill was an amateur scientist, botanist and plant 
geneticist, who stretched the boundaries of plant hardi-
ness by gathering seeds from around the world, espe-
cially those of trees and shrubs that thrive in warmer cli-
mates and studying which would sprout and then en-
dure New England winters.   She graduated from Vassar 
College and studied botany and horticulture at the Uni-
versity of Delaware and at Longwood, a well-known 
public garden near Wilmington.  She married Dr. Julian 
Hill, an organic chemist and member of the team that 
had discovered nylon at DuPont. The Hills settled in Wil-
mington, Del., the headquarters for DuPont, and had 
three children.  They took possession of a former sheep 
farm in North Tisbury on Martha’s Vineyard in 1957, a 
site that had been a summer gathering place for her 
family.  It started with 20 acres. 
 

 
The Sheep Farm 

 
She began planting seeds in this second 50 years of her 
life–-rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias, stewartias, co-
nifers, viburnums, hollies, magnolias, and something 
called the monkey puzzle tree.  She was interested in 
testing hardiness—another factor that connects her 

work to that of the Leach Research Station in Mentor, 
Ohio, and Connor Ryan’s work and that of his predeces-
sor, Steve Krebs.   
 

 
R. cumberlandense ‘Chalif’ 

 
The Polly Hill Arboretum, which opened to the public in 
1997, consists of 70 acres and some 2,000 plants and 
trees displayed around large meadows marked by 18th 
century stone walls. The collection includes towering 
Magnolias which no one knew could grow north of the 
Mason-Dixon line.  Over the years Polly introduced 
more than 100 species, including 22 North Tisbury azal-
eas — low-growing, late blooming, hardy plants, all 
named after her children and grandchildren.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
(All photos, unless otherwise identified, by Polly Hill)  

Polly’s motto for watering: “Every day for a 

week, every week for a month and every 

month for a year. Then they’re on their own.” 
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Hybrid History (continued) 



 
R. makinoi ‘Lydia Richards’ 

 

Polly named some 80 selections of plants over the years 
and featured 15 of her favorites in an article for the Jour-
nal (JARS), referring to her “Rhodoholism.”   
 

 
R. ‘Marydel’ 

 

Polly listed some 60 of her introductions in an article 
called Salt Blackened Shingles and Old Granite in the 
Winter 1994 issue of the Journal.   
 

 
R. ‘Wild Wealth’ 

 
R. ‘Lady Locks’ 

 

One of Polly’s five specific goals:  “make each plant show 
off its potential through good cultural care.”  
 

 

R. ‘Michael Hill’ 
 
 
 

 
 
Polly was awarded the ARS Gold Medal in 1990 with a 
citation that read:  “Your outstanding accomplishments 
in the propagation, selection and distribution of supe-
rior plant forms, habit, vigor and hardiness of Rhodo-
dendrons and Azaleas are truly a major achievement. 
Your countless contributions as a speaker, author and 
host have added significantly to the beauty and interest 
of the genus.”  
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Hybrid History (continued) 
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R. ‘Hill’s Bright Red’ 

 
Paghat.com presents the North Tisbury ‘Hill’s Bright 
Red’ hybridized from two former hybrids, 'Elizabeth' 
pollinated by 'Kilimanjaro,' which puts in its heritage at 
least R. forrestii , R. griersonianum & R. elliottii, all of 
which have crimson flowers.  
 
 

Features from the pollyhillarboretum.org website, 
which includes a Plant Selection Guide 

very similar to Great Plant Picks 
from the Elisabeth Miller Garden 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The Polly Hill Arboretum newsletter Meristems 

 

 
R. cumberlandense ‘Chalif’ 
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Hybrid History (continued) 
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Evelyn Kritler 

 

ARS Portland Chapter Member 
since May of 2021 

 

 

Evelyn Kritler came to us via Ernie Metcalfe.  Ernie was 
a stalwart in the Portland Chapter for many years—well-
known and respected especially for the endless hours he 
devoted to Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden.  He 
captured many “before and after” images of the Garden 
over the years.  He joined the ARS in 1976, was awarded 
the Bronze Medal in 1990 for his efforts.  Ernie passed 
away in 2013.  (Rhododendron News)  He was born in 
Portland in 1923, was a WWII veteran and Captain at the 
City of Beaverton Fire Department. 

 
R. ‘The Honourable Jean Marie de Montague’ 

outside the former Metcalfe home in Beaverton 

 

Evelyn and partner David Grimes had been unsuccessful 

in seeking their first home and were tired of renting af-

ter being together six years.   The former Metcalfe home 

in Beaverton fit their needs perfectly—offering work 

spaces on either end of the larger, ranch-style house 

and a garden with established plants and room to de-

velop other areas.   Evelyn could approach the garden 

with her architectural design sense while allowing her 

creative side to help develop the space. 

 
The listing photo 

 

After renting and house-searching so long, they were 

thrilled to have their own home where David can work 

on his projects and she can focus on hers.   Evelyn cele-

brates the original elements of the home’s style—the 

doors, counters and moldings—mostly unadulterated  

and true to the ‘60s era.   She has especially enjoyed lay-

ing out the house and plotting the garden plan.  David 

and Evelyn both work from home, which began due to 

the Covid challenge and continues today.    
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President’s Profile 
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Evelyn’s favorite R. ‘Mrs. Furnival’ 

 

David and Evelyn started their house hunting several 

years back while living in Portland.  They had shared a 

rental in North Tabor, close to Evelyn’s work, having 

originally lived together in Beaverton, where David was 

anxious to return.  Working from home eliminated the 

commute and Beaverton was closer to Evelyn’s family.  

Their offer on the Metcalfe home was the 6th they had 

made.  It was accepted on December 15th.    

 

Evelyn and David are artists at heart and both have ca-
reers in design.  Evelyn is employed at a five-person firm 
in Southeast Portland called makelike, a “multi-discipli-
nary graphic design collective” producing its own line of 
hand-screenprinted wallpaper and textiles as well as 
small goods for the home.  Founded in 2000 by the two 
owners, the firm now consists of five designers and has 

corporate clients including Nike, Prime Video and OHSU 
along with smaller accounts such as local wineries.    

 
Evelyn’s design “Sway” available in 

three color combinations  

 

Evelyn especially likes doing illustration—a perfect 
match for designing wine labels and, of all things, wall-
paper.   What a coincidence having two members of the 
ARS Portland Chapter involved in the same creative en-
deavor!   (See the profile on Sophie Hein in the April is-
sue of Rhododendron News.)   

 
Evelyn’s preliminary drawings for “Sway” 

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org 

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXVI, NO. 6 | June 2022 | Page 14 

President’s Profile (continued) 
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Evelyn’s illustrations for Kerry Hill wines 

 

Evelyn likes the visual problem-solving and strategy of 
design.  She finds her work very creative, while taxing in 
a way.  As Evelyn describes it, wallpaper has a “weird 
way of making the brain work”—having to create a pat-
tern which repeats itself top-to-bottom and side-to-
side.  She finds it really gratifying that makelike does de-
sign work by hand.   She confesses that she might even-
tually want to work for a larger firm to focus more on 
illustration, which she considers her strong suit. 
  

  
Evelyn’s R. ‘Oliver Twist’ 

 

 

David owns a calligraphy and lettering art studio, spe-

cializing in traditional American penmanship.  He 

teaches online courses in different calligraphy styles  

(see David producing a sample).   

 
R. davidsonianum – which provided Evelyn’s award- 

winning truss at the Crystal Springs ‘Early Show’ 
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Evelyn volunteering at the 2022 Early Show 

 

Evelyn attended OSU, achieved her B.A. in Graphic De-
sign with a minor in Art History & Business.  This was a 
switch from initially seeking a Bachelor of Science, which 
better fit her father’s ambition for her.  Dad is an engi-
neer himself, working for a company that manufactures 
test equipment for optical fibers.  He wanted Evelyn to 
be an engineer, so she considers her profession a middle 
ground between being an engineer and an artist. 

 

 
Evelyn before the ARS swept her off her feet 

 

Mom stays home—an empty nester as of January this 
year, after raising five daughters—two older, two 

younger than Evelyn—with a 13-year age gap.  The fam-
ily home is in Lake Oswego on a cul-de-sac, a location 
Evelyn values for the good education that was made 
available to her in an environment “safe for five girls to 
be running around.”   Ballet was the chosen pursuit for 
all the daughters.  Evelyn took classes from 4 years old 
until she was 17.  All five have diverse interests and per-
sonalities, are still close and grateful for the childhood 
their parents provided them. 
 

 
R. ‘Purple Lace’ an Ernie Metcalfe favorite 

 

There’s a balance of nature and nurture in Evelyn’s gar-
dening instincts.  Both parents are avid gardeners.  
When her father traveled to the U.K., he would always 
visit the important gardens there.   Her mother reminds 
Evelyn that she didn’t want to get dirty as a child—she 
liked to play but had no taste for yard work.  Having a 
place of her own now with David has changed her atti-
tude.  She’s finds it ideal to have the combination of 
some established plant structure, thanks to Ernie’s rho-
dodendrons in particular, while bringing creativity to 
play in tackling new areas in little projects along the 
way.   In only a few short months she and David have 
already made a serious transformation of the property.   
There are new border plants (California Wax Myrtle) giv-
ing the corner property more privacy, a revised back 
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yard with new rock wall and a substantial new water 
feature on the path to the front door.   Evelyn describes 
it as working with an existing template with approacha-
ble spaces that add to the overall design.   
 

 
Evelyn’s R. ‘Bambino’ 

 
Evelyn has enjoyed learning everything about the house 
and garden.  Neighbor Larry, across the street, and Er-
nie’s daughter, Sue, have enlightened her on the his-
tory.   Ernie and Larry were best friends and shared their 
plant passions.  If Ernie wanted to pull out a rhody, he’d 
drag it across the street to Larry’s so the two properties 
have a similar rhody perspective.  Larry was the one that 
told Evelyn about the ARS, then prompted her to con-
tact Sue, who is in possession of detailed records of Er-
nie’s plantings and hybridizing and has helped ID plants 
with her father’s slides.  He was highly organized and 
kept binders with dates of bloom detail, plant parent-
age, etc.   The small greenhouse—still in the yard where 
he would grow his seedlings—has a fan and had a heater 
at one time.  He reportedly was fond of R. ‘Purple Lace’, 
used frequently in his crosses. His single hybrid credit in 
the Journal (JARS) records is R. ‘Holly Snaza’—identified 
as “grown to flower by.”    
 
 

 
 

 
The start of David and Evelyn’s new water feature on 

the street side of their Beaverton home 

Evelyn and David met through friends.  Both are home-
bodies and like being in their space and having guests 
over.  Early on, they spent time hunting for vintage items 
at estate sales and would go on long drives out to the 
coast or into the country.  They love the quality and style 
of older items and have continued to shop vintage and 
estate sales.  They also love that it's a more sustainable 
way of styling their home.  They do rearrange often (Da-
vid's favorite)—"that's when he likes to switch things 
out for new finds.”  Evelyn says she “likes to save things, 
David likes to get rid of things.”   

 

Her mom “is an amazing cook and baker.  We’ve all 
taken it up in some way.”  Evelyn loves the feeling of 
putting work into something and seeing how much peo-
ple enjoy it.  “Cooking and baking for others is what I 
really love.”   She really enjoys producing her mother’s 
recipes and trying new ones, sharing time in the kitchen 
while allowing inspiration to strike at any time, following 
her artistic instincts.  
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The finished waterfall/pond. 

 

After joining the ARS, Evelyn sought members’ help on 
identifying some of the un-labeled rhodies on the prop-
erty and in an effort to share the beauty that she found 
around her—curious about the background of the prop-
erty and its former owner.  She was anxious to meet 
people and find out how members got into rhodies.  She 
began attending online Zoom chapter meetings and 
started volunteering when possible.  She offered her 
help as a recorder at the Early Show at Crystal Springs 
and took on hosting duties with Anne Gross at the Smith 
Garden on a weekend in April.   She and David recently 
hosted an open house for Portland Chapter members at 
their home. 

 
Evelyn’s photo of R. davidsonianum in 

Rhododendron News:  2022-01.pdf (rhodies.org) 

 

Evelyn submitted entries from her garden to the Early 

Show and won Best Species with her spray of R. da-

vidsonianum ‘Ruth Lyons’.  She attended some of the 

ARS 2022 convention activities at the Heathman Lodge, 

even volunteering to drive a carpool of convention-go-

ers on the Saturday afternoon to visit Van Veen.  Asked 

if she had a favorite speaker at the convention, she 

noted being taken by Dan Hinkley’s description of the 

before and ten-years-after of his remarkable Windcliff 

garden, appreciating the lesson of being patient.   

 
Evelyn with Ray and Ann Clack at the Heathman Lodge 

for the ARS 2022 Convention 

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org 

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXVI, NO. 6 | June 2022 | Page 18 

President’s Profile (continued) 

http://rhodies.org/newsletter/2022/2022-01.pdf
http://www.rhodies.org/newsletter/2022/2022-05.pdf#page=1
http://www.rhodies.org/newsletter/2022/2022-05.pdf#page=1


 
The back yard with Ernie’s Trillium 

 

 
R. ‘Unique’ 

 

At 28 (!), Evelyn envies the chapter’s retired members 
for the time they have available to devote to their gar-
dens and rhody habits.  Nevertheless, Evelyn has re-
cently taken up horseback riding and she and David trav-
eled, per-Covid, to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.  A friend had 
lived there for 40 years who showed them the area.  
Evelyn spent lots of time in her childhood at the coast 
and earned her scuba diving certification back in 2019.  
She loves being in the ocean and finds that diving puts 
her “in a different world.”  It was the underwater vege-
tation—the plant textures and how they move—that in-
spired the wallpaper design she created called “sway.” 
On the dry side—David is from Arizona—which has be-
come another destination in their travels together.  
They have many adventures ahead of them.  
 

 
R. ‘Taurus’ and R. augustinii 

 
The ARS is intent on attracting younger members with a 
longer term perspective in appreciating rhododendrons.   
Evelyn is that perfect candidate—and a bright, talented, 
engaging, charmer to boot.  It’s no wonder Evelyn has 
experienced such a positive, welcoming attitude from 
the Society.   We’re all in! 
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From Steve Krebs, formerly director of the David G. 
Leach Research Station, subject of Connor Ryan’s May 
talk for the chapter: “We’re in our late bloom season 
here in Ohio. This is a colorful selection by David Leach 
(not introduced) that has R. maximum and ‘Fabia’ in it. 
It’s pretty fancy by our Midwestern standards.” 

 
 

 
 

“Helping people grow beautiful & healthy gar-
dens-organically”  From Gisele Schoniger, our Soils 
speaker at ARS 2022.  “Beautifully written article on the 
importance of soil, the life below the soil, the planet’s 
gut and how this also relates to our own gut health, fas-
cinating!” 

Special honor awarded at ARS 2022 
to our District 4 Director 
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Extended Friends-Only Hours for June  

 

 
 

• Tuesday, June 7, 4pm-7pm 

• Sunday, June 12 8am-10am 

• Wednesday, June 29, 4pm-7pm 

 
 

 

 
Board Member Dennis O’Malley and volunteer 
Dottie Alberg prepare for May bloom on KPTV 

 

Next Generation Podcasts 

 

Expect blooms anytime. 
 
Meet Don Graham, a retired emer-
gency medicine doctor, long-time 
member of the Portland Chapter of 
the American Rhododendron Soci-

ety, and a Rhododendron gardener extra-ordinaire. 
We find out how he successfully transitioned his 
love of Rhododendron from a large-scale outdoor 
rock garden to a small-but-mighty indoor garden 
prominently featuring tropical epiphytic Rhododen-
dron species known as Vireyas. 

 

Did you know? 

Per David Attenborough:  “If Holly (Ilex aquifolium) 
finds its leaves are being nibbled by deer, it switches 
genes on to make them spiky when they regrow.  
So, on taller Holly trees, the upper leaves (which are 
out of reach) have smooth edges, while the lower 
leaves are prickly.”  (contributed by Portland mem-
ber Sue Gebhardt) 

 

From Washington County 
Master Gardeners 
(Click through for info) 

 
 

Free In Person Class 

Growing Herbs in Your NW Garden 
 Thursday, June 16th 10 am – Noon 

 

Free In-Person Family Event 

 Bees In Your Garden 
Saturday, June 25th 10 am – Noon 

 
 

 

 

From the Siuslaw Chapter April newsletter: 
 

If a plant is sad, do other plants 
photosympathize with it? 
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Recommended Reading 

 

From Loree Bohl, Danger Garden 
 

 
 

See Loree’s review HERE. 

 

 
 

A quote from Maya Angelou, in 
remembering Wally and Kathy Reed 

(Willamette newsletter): 
 

My mission in life,  
is not merely to survive, 
but thrive; 
And to do so with some passion, 
some compassion, 
some humour, 
and some style. 

 

 
 

Crystal Springs 
Digital Tour 

 
Take a digital tour of 
Crystal Springs Creek 

 
 

Take a PHOTO TOUR through the events 
of the 

ARS 75th Anniversary Convention, 
recently concluded at the 

Heathman Lodge, Vancouver.   

 
 

 
 

Guests of Evelyn Kritler and David Grimes at their 
May 14 Open House in Beaverton:  (l to r) Steve 
Hopkins, Evelyn, Ann Clack, Steve McCormick, 
Gloria Sarlak, Caroline Enns, Donna Sell, Steve 
Kaminski, Joanne Turner, Maria Stewart, Larry 

Turner, Ray Clack, Ali Sarlak, Sue Metcalfe 
(photo by David Grimes) 
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From ARS Portland Chapter past president Irv 
Snyder:  “We are in Midland, Michigan for the Sum-
mer.  The weather here is much kinder to rhodo-
dendrons.  We have a rhododendron forest in our 
yard about the size of half a football field which is 
mostly impenetrable with R. maximum.  There are 
also some beautiful R. catawbienese which are up 
to 15’ tall.  We also enjoy a cluster of R. carolinia-
num.” 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A flashback to our Hybrid History subject for March, 
Ned Brokenbrough, From Dianna Davis, new ARS 
District 2/3 Director:  “Attached is one of my favor-
ites (of 250 rhodies on  5 acres)—my "un-named" 
Brockenbrough.  I just retired in January after work-
ing as a nurse for 45 years.  I worked with Dr. 
Brockenbrough at Northwest Hospital in Seattle 
when he was a general surgeon, and I was Director 
of Surgical Services. He was an amazing surgeon 

AND hybridizer!    

 

 
Iris citrina ‘Mehama’ cross (l) and (r) selfed 

 

From Paul Rogers: “I'm also hybridizing native Iris 
tenax now.  When one knows genetics it's like a 5 
year-old with a birthday hammer; there's stuff eve-
rywhere to pound on!  ;-) 
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PORTLAND CHAPTER 
THE AMERICAN  
RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 

 
PO BOX 86424 
PORTLAND OR 97286-0424 
http://rhodies.org/ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society 
is registered in Oregon as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Dues and donations are qualified charitable tax deductions.  
 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
Benefits include chapter meetings, quarterly issues 
of the Journal American Rhododendron Society, plant 
sales and auctions, garden events and more. 
Dues:  $40 per year  
Other membership options  

 ARS STORE 
 
  

OFFICERS  
President:  Steve McCormick 
VP, President Elect:  Steve Hopkins 
Past President:  Caroline Enns 
Secretary:  Steve Hall 
Treasurer:  Vacant 

Membership Co-Chairs:  Steve McCormick and John Stephens    
Contact:  pc.ars@outlook.com  

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Ann Clack, Ray Clack, Dennis O’Malley, David Anderson, 
(through June 30, 2022) 

John Stephens, Andrew Stern, Maria Stewart, 
Mike Stewart, Joanne Turner (through June 30, 2023) 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Rhododendron News is published monthly except July, 
distributed via email. 
Editor:  Steve McCormick  
ssmccormick@outlook.com 
Masthead:  Merilee Mannen  
For print edition, contact Maria Stewart (503) 668-3522 

  

 

 
 
WEBSITE 
www.rhodies.org  
Webmaster:  Andrew Stern 
 

VAN VEEN NURSERY & 
VAN VEEN HERITAGE GARDEN 
vanveennursery@hotmail.com 

(503) 777-1734 

 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS  
RHODODENDRON GARDEN 
Volunteering/Tours/Photoshoots:   
info@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org 

 

Executive Director:  Brandon Baker 
brandon@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org 

 

Operations Manager:  Camilla Van Natter 
camilla@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org 
(503) 267-7509 

 

Friends of Crystal Springs 
FRIENDS ANNUAL PASS 
Donations: Donate  
 

CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN 
Chair:  Vacant 
agross@teleport.com 
smithgarden.org 

 

 
 

Portland Chapter Rhododendron Soc & 
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden  

 

All-ARS Facebook Page 
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