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In the February 2022 Issue

Purpose
To encourage interest in
and disseminate information and knowledge
about the genus
Rhododendron.
To provide a medium
through which all persons
interested in the genus
may communicate with
others through education,
scientific studies, meetings, publications, and
other similar activities.

R. ‘Patty Bee’ – a rhododendron
that thrives in the location featured in our February Program
pp. 4-6 (Photo: Neil Ross)

Meetings
3rd Thursdays,
September-May
When safe again,
chapter meetings will be
held at:
All Saints Episcopal
Church
4033 SE Woodstock
Blvd. Portland
Meetings start at 7 pm
with a social half-hour
preceding the main
meeting. We clean up
and exit by 9:30 pm

Dick and Karen Cavender in
the Smith Garden, taken by Kristian Theqvist on his visit there in
2013. Dick is honored for his life
service to the ARS. pp. 9-13
Pink stripes and tawny indumentum on Maria Stewart’s Rho-

dodendron of the Month
p.14 (Photo: Hans Eiberg)

For info, contact:
pc.ars@outlook.com

Some of the profuse bloom in the
garden of this month’s President’s Profile pp.15-18

Vertical gardening at the home
of our January speaker, featured in the Recap. pp. 7-8
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CALENDAR
Meetings are currently
being held on ZOOM
Social time 6:30 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING
Thursday, February 17
Speaker: Bruce Wakefield
““Kia Ora! Springtime
in New Zealand”
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82565149180

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING
Thursday, March 17
Speaker: Jennifer Jewel
“Cultivating Place”
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81327710690

ALSO: NOMINATIONS FOR CHAPTER BOARD
& OFFICERS

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING
Thursday, April 21
Speaker: Seth Menser
“South Pacific Paradise-Flora of New
Caledonia & Lord Howe Island”

Five Haiku for February
One flake at a time
The snow slowly accumulating
under spots of sun
Warmth of the sun
this February morning
belies the chill
The sound of the wind
Disappearing clouds, giving way
to unblemished skies
A winter morning
The maple edged in light
A promise of sun
Escaping its tumble
of stone, gurgle of the fountain
and its placid pond
Peter Kendall
WELCOME NEW PORTLAND CHAPTER MEMBERS
GAIL PENNEY & THOMAS KAY
KATHLEEN FORTUNE
FRANK TREE & CAMILLA VAN NATTER, CSRG

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89487327728

PLUS: ANNUAL CHAPTER
BUSINESS MEETING
(BOARD ELECTIONS)

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING
Thursday, May 19
Speaker: T.B.D.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85680362937

Hanging orchid in the butterfly enclosure
at the Tucson Botanical Garden, visited
recently by Portland member Don Graham
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President’s Message | February 2022
What a wrencher to be writing about Dick Cavender
in the past tense! This issue of Rhododendron News
is dedicated to Dick, of course, following his passing
on Monday the 17th. I have compared losing Dick to
having one leg from a three-legged stool kicked out
from under us. He gave so much. Between the articles before and after his presentation for the Portland
Chapter last September, and the additional photos
and contributions from friends and admirers included
here, I hope you can get the scope of what an important and valued person he was to us. I was so glad
to remember that Dick and Karen had a wonderful safari trip to Africa back in 2017. It was so great to know
they shared that time together. Dick and Karen were
a devoted pair from their school days on. Dick was
always the first one to make friends with new members coming through the door. He was John’s and my
“go-to” person at the chapter for the first few meetings, taking us into his care as we became oriented to
our new hobby and the organization back in 2013—
even if he referred to us as initially as the “boys from
Longview.” (We live in Long Beach
)
While we mourn Dick, we still suffer from the recent
losses of Ann Mangels and Harold Greer. And we
learned that our long-time members (from 1979) Jim
and Katy Averill just passed away in their 90’s—
within two days of each other. Jim and Katy always
held position at the front table in chapter meetings at
All Saints, taking advantage of the proximity to the
screen and speakers. Sweet people.

ARS newsletter editors and membership directors
have been talking about sharing more newsletters between us. There are some great ones about. For example, Lois Blackmore produces an amazing publication monthly for the Victoria Chapter. For February,
she has featured 27 pages of dazzling photos and
great info, including Rhododendrons with Fantastic
Foliage, small hybrids, hellebores, and a link to their
February 7 meeting on Zoom for The Garden In A
Changing World. Check it out HERE.
Also on Vancouver Island, check out the latest superb
production from Linda Derkach – HERE.
Don Hyatt, who does a remarkable job editing the
Rhododendron & Azalea News just published the latest from the Potomac Valley Chapter, which we also
call attention to in the article on Dick Cavender.

In January, Loree Bohl gave a great talk on the 20th—
recapped in this issue—and we anticipate an excellent session with Bruce Wakefield on February 17.
(We’re still Zooming for now.) And we thank Jay
Lunn for letting us dig into his background for the Profile this month. The convention looms big on the horizon and we’re hoping beyond hope that all our “best
laid plans” will come to fruition, giving us the opportunity to reunite with rhody friends again in a celebratory re-connection in May.

By the way, although it’s an official courtesy to become an “Associate Member” of another chapter to
receive their newsletters (sending $10), there’s never
hesitancy to add an email address to a chapter’s list—
just ask. It’s all great value for belonging to the ARS.

The days are getting longer; the shoots from spring
bulbs are emerging; and the rhododendron buds are
getting plumper as we anticipate the annual rejuvenation of our gardens. Life is a cycle. With the inevitable end-of-the-line we all face, we become aware
how important the minutes are as they go by. Friends
are ever meaningful and deserve our attention. And
we need to remember to tell them how much we appreciate them while we can.

Cheers,

Speaking of which, thanks as always for your membership. And please don’t hesitate to let us know how
your experience can be better. Suggestions, new
ideas, and any contributions are always appreciated.

Steve McCormick

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXVI, NO. 2 | February 2022 | Page 3

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org

February 2022 Program
REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING
Thursday, February 17

Speaker: Bruce Wakefield
“Kia Ora! Springtime in New Zealand”
Session opens 6:30pm; meeting at 7
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82565149180
Meeting ID: 825 6514 9180
One tap mobile: +12532158782,,82565149180# US
Dial option: 253-215-8782

New Zealand is a land of stunning beauty and diversity. With volcanic peaks and geothermal hot spots on
the North Island to the uplifted “southern Alps” and
glacial plains of the South Island, it is filled with contrasts. Because of the frequency of earthquakes, New
Zealand is known as the “shaky isles”. From tip to tip,
New Zealand is roughly the length of Portland to
southern California, having a similar range of climates
but in “reverse” since it lies in the southern hemisphere. The northern tip enjoys a definite subtropical
climate (similar to San Diego) while the extreme
southern end is a much cooler temperate one (with
alpine areas, too). With all of this diversity comes a
wide range of garden styles featuring a wide range of
plants—both native and exotic! This presentation
will take you on a grand adventure across the “shaky
isles” while we visit many of New Zealand’s finest gardens.

Old Germantown Gardens
Bruce Wakefield and Jerry Grossnickle’s
Portland Garden
Featured in Oregon Live ARTICLE by
Marcia Westcott Peck
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February 2022 Program

(continued)

tours. In honor of Bruce’s service, HPSO named an
annual scholarship in his honor. Now officially retired
from his service as HPSO Office Director, Bruce plans
to continue serving HPSO as a board member. He will
continue focusing on HPSO’s travel program, too.

Bruce, along with his life-partner Jerry Grossnickle, is
the co-creator of Old Germantown Gardens, a twoacre garden in Northwest Portland that is frequently
open to HPSO members and gardeners from around
the country. The garden contains more than 2000
species/cultivars/varieties of plants. One of the bestknown areas of the garden is the Cardiocrinum “forest”—a 1/4-acre glade of the giant Himalayan lilies,
also containing many species rhododendrons.

Bruce: “I have led two tours to NZ already, one in October of 2016 and the second in October of 2019. I
have another scheduled for next year but just a bit
later, late October/early November 2022. My next NZ
tour has 27 participants with 17 on the waiting list before I shut registration down. The tour sold out in less
than 45 seconds. No, that’s not a typo. All the people
in the HPSO travel club had many weeks to look over
the itinerary. But when registration opened up, it was
a mad rush—kind of like buying tickets to a rock concert online. Most of my tours usually fill up within
minutes. Did I mention that I have six fully booked
tours next year? I’m currently working on a seventh. Plus, I already have five tours planned for 2023
and two for 2024, too. So, as long as my health holds
up (and the pandemic subsides), I’ll be doing quite a
bit of travel over the next few years.”
Upcoming HPSO tours are HERE. The following are
photos Bruce offered as representative of his talk for
the Portland Chapter on the 17th.

Bruce Wakefield has been involved with The Hardy
Plant Society of Oregon (HPSO) for most of the past
31 years. Between 1991 and 2010, he was a Vice President; served two terms as Treasurer, ran the twiceyearly plant sales now known as Hortlandia and PlantFest; planned programs and Study Weekends; helped
establish HPSO’s first office and oversaw two office
moves; hosted board retreats; wrote for the newsletter; sat on board committees—long-range planning,
finance, website, nominating, library, open gardens,
grants, and by-law revisions. In 2010, when Bruce
completed a two-year term as HPSO President, he
stepped into the job of Office Director where he
served for eleven years. He continued to volunteer as
well, leading the HPSO travel interest group known as
“Travel Club” and planning and escorting nearly 30
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February 2022 Program

(continued)
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January 2022 Recap
THURSDAY, JANUARY 20
LOREE BOHL
“Fearless Gardening”
People think about the word ‘fearless’ to mean
‘without fear’ but I see it to actually mean with
fear but you did it anyway.
Luvvie Ajayi, writer, activist,
self-proclaimed professional
troublemaker
Through stunning photos and a bold and colorful slide
format, Loree gave an overview of her gardening principals, followed by a walk-through of chapters in her
2021 book published by Timber Press: Fearless Gardening: Be Bold, Break the Rules, Grow What You
Love.
Loree’s basic gardening principles:
•
•
•
•

There’s no right way to garden.
Break the rules.
Your imagination is the only limit.
Have fun and express your personality.

“Don’t be restricted by suggested climate zones.”

Loree reminds us:
“Remember: what you see are my successes, you
don’t see my failures—they’re in the compost bin.”
Please enjoy some selected screen shots from Loree’s
talk, as follows. There were so many choice images!
We’ll limit them to just these few so as not to assuage
your taste for the delights to be found in her book.
“Paths don’t have to be two-people wide.”

Container gardening – where the containers
can serve as your garden art

“A fern table raises the garden to eye level.”

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXVI, NO. 2 | February 2022 | Page 7

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org

January 2022 Recap

(Continued)

Echium wildpretii

Gravel “carpet” creating negative space

Loree’s favorite
rhodies
Design for cohesive plantings

Why the first aid kit needs to be on hand

Personality: “The Old Man and the C”
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Hybrid History
Dick (“Red”) Cavender
1942-2022
Portland Chapter Member since 1968
Chapter President 1998-2000
ARS Silver Medal 2003
Portland Chapter Bronze Medal 1984

You’ll see some great photos of Dick and his rhododendron world between these two. For this article we
share a few more. There’s a recording of Dick’s talk
HERE (with a warning that Dick’s internet signal
wasn’t the greatest, so pardon the glitches).

Another of the good ones – gone way too soon. Dick
Cavender would have been 80 on March 7th. He had
been one of the three legs of the stool on which the
ARS Portland Chapter counted on its stability for
many years. His loss is both heartbreaking and a devastating blow to those who had the pleasure of knowing him. As friend Steve Vinisky put it, “The world has
lost a great plantsman.”
We did a brief profile of Dick in the Rhododendron
News issue of September 2021, leading up to his talk
for the chapter on “Rhododendron occidentale: The
Outlaw Species.” And we offered a recap of his
presentation in the October issue, as follows:

Mike Stewart’s photo of Dick’s ‘Red’s Big Red’
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Hybrid History

(continued)

Dick with Mike Oliver on Stagecoach Hill
Pleione 'Oriental Splendour' (Dick’s photo)

Dick’s daughter-in-law, Jennifer, wife of son Glenn,
reminds us that Dick and Karen bought their property
in Sherwood, Oregon, in 1979. “He wanted more
land and the property was set up as a nursery.” Rhododendrons were a hobby at the time and his passion
was deciduous azaleas, in particular his specialty for
years–R. occidentale. He hybridized them, although
they were more challenging than other rhodies because of the soil conditions they demanded. He dabbled in many other plants and specialized in Japanese
Lanterns (Physalis alkekengiwhen) when they first
bought the property; he sold magnolia seeds around
the U.S. and the world; and he grew and sold Pleione
orchids, which he wrote about as rhododendron companions in the Journal (JARS, Spring 1991).

Dick, surrounded by his favorites (Mike Stewart photo)

Jennifer says, “He loved the garden at his house and
the landscaping he created. He was proud to show
anyone his plants and greenhouses. The ARS was his
life and he loved the friendships he made. He enjoyed
the parties that were held at various times of the
year, like the annual Smith Garden Soirée in August.
He would always tell me about the desserts that were
there. He had a big, sweet tooth. I was always baking
him goodies to eat. Dessert was a must-have when
he went out to dinner, too.”

Dick was a character. Many friends and admirers
have commented on what a gracious host he was. He
blamed his occasional feisty moments on his red hair.
His joy was to take annual summer jaunts (for 55+
years!) with his fellow plant hunters: Frank Mossman
and Britt Smith—noted for their own expertise in deciduous azaleas—Mike McCullough, Tom Tatum, Art
Stubbs, Bob Dunn, and Mike Oliver. They’d go for
several days each time, leaving the wives behind.
They frequented Stagecoach Hill outside of Eureka,
California, and explored Oregon and California wherever R. occidentale was said to grow. Their travels
took them to Myrtle Creek, Gold Beach, and O’Brien
in southern Oregon; Klamath River Canyon, Mt. Palomar and East San Diego County in California.

(l. to r.) Marilyn Oliver, Dick, Mike Oliver, Karen
at a shared anniversary dinner

The Cavenders and Olivers had a very special relationship—their anniversaries were only a day apart: June
14th for the Olivers, June 15th for the Cavenders. Marilyn says “We’ve been celebrating together for many
years. One of my favorite stories is that on one of
their adventures they came upon an illegal marijuana
field with armed attendants. Explaining they were
not federal agents, the group beat a hasty retreat. On
another trip to southern California, they met up with
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Hybrid History
another ‘eccentric botanist’ who procured a guide
and they ventured into northern Mexico. Later they
found out their guide had been armed.” Dick, as we
reported last October, joked that a rule for the group
was not to carry any firearms as their political positions could be at odds.

(continued)

between azalea roots and mycorrhizal fungi. Serpentine soil is the magic there, on which the fungus also
thrives. As Mike says “The problem with R. occidentale is that it makes lousy parents. Other azaleas
don’t combine easily with it, while there are incestuous self-crosses all over Stagecoach Hill.” Dick and
Mike would cross-pollinate and tag the plants on
Stagecoach Hill and go back the next trip to collect
seed from the crosses, careful not to disturb other hybridizers’ plants when they visited. It was only on a
rare occasion they would find other rhody people
there. “Unique soil = unique environment.” Karen
and Marilyn would keep in touch while “the boys”
were on their trips.

Dick on Stagecoach Hill (photo by Mike Oliver)

Mike Oliver elaborates: “Dick had a wonderfully easy
personality. We had many common interests. I
would focus more on the scientific side and did a lot
of the homework. Dick practiced more of a horticulturalist angle, having a large number of associates in
the plant world. A small part of our interests was
growing and selling.”

Karen and Dick Cavender in their garden
(photo by Jay Lunn)

Mike was impressed that Dick always made the coffee
every morning and brought it to Karen in bed. The
sweethearts met in junior high and “adored each
other.”

R. occidentale (photo by Mike Oliver)

R. occidentale held their fascination for its numerous
unusual characteristics. R. occidentale doesn’t hybridize with other deciduous azaleas, so Mike became
more interested in the symbiotic relationship

Linda Derkach, ARS Secretary, visited “Red’s Rhodies”
in Sherwood and took several photos, including this R.
‘MaBelle’s Star’, a Thompson hybrid.

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXVI, NO. 2 | February 2022 | Page 11

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org

Hybrid History

(continued)

Dianthus simulans in Dick’s garden
(photo by Don Hyatt, taken on visit there in 2011)

Steve Vinisky was a friend and neighbor of Dick’s, here
shown with his wife. Steve is the proprietor of Cherry
Creek Daffodils and head of the Oregon Daffodil Society,
which shared space with the ARS Portland Chapter at
the annual “Early Show” sale at Crystal Springs for many
years. This photo by Jay Lunn was taken in Jay’s hoop
house, showing mostly primroses, at the time of the
plant sale at the Washington County Fairgrounds where
Steve and Dick were selling their wares.

Don Hyatt paid tribute to Dick Cavender—and other
recent ARS losses—in the most recent issue of the
ARS Potomac Valley Chapter’s newsletter. Many visitors remembered the plants that Dick showed them
and the ones they purchased.

Vireya R. ‘Herklotz #5’ (photo by Dick Cavender)

Dick was also an advocate for Vireya rhododendrons.
He authored a culture notes article for the Journal
(JARS) in Summer of 1994. And he promoted vireyas
for use in hanging baskets (JARS, Spring 1993). He defended them in a Journal article in Summer, 1987.
And he even offered an article on a freeze alarm system to protect them (JARS, Winter 2007).
Portland Chapter member Clarke Isackson pointed us
to an article by Dick Cavender in the Journal (JARS) as
Dick received his ARS Silver Medal. Clarke: “He really
stood out as a very positive man at the meetings I
attended and I think this picture in JARS is a testimony
to his warm nature.”

Dick: “I have three to four hundred varieties of rhododendrons including over one hundred varieties of
Vireyas, and as a group, Vireyas will tolerate more
rough treatment than any of the others. If I treated
my hardy rhododendrons as badly as I treat the
Vireyas, they would all be dead.”
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Hybrid History

(continued)

R. occidentale in Dick’s garden
(photo by Mike Stewart)

R. recurvoides in Dick’s garden
(photo by Linda Derkach)

The sweethearts
(photo by Mike Stewart)

With the greatest respect, we leave Dick firmly engraved in our memories.
And we leave his passion for rhododendrons,
vireyas, pleiones and others of his favorites
in the care of those who follow.

Mike and Maria Stewart with Dick for a Mother’s Day
show at Crystal Springs (photo by Jay Lunn)
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Maria Stewart’s Rhododendron of the Month

A Remarkable Species: Rhododendron insigne
By Maria Stewart

Photo by
Mike Stewart

Along about the second week in May, Rhododendron insigne shows off its pink and white flowers
with pink stripes decorating the outside of each corolla. The foliage is handsome, also, with the stiff
dark green leaves framing the flowers. The tawny
indumentum is so plastered on that it reminds you
of skin and its coppery sheen is quite attractive.
Here is more about R. insigne:
Classification: Section: Hymenanthes subsection:
Argyrophylla
Natural origin: Apparently only grows on Wa Shan
where it may be extinct, in Central Sichuan at 7,000
to 10,000 feet elevation in woodlands. May have
been found recently in northeast Yunnan and South
Sichuan.

Leaves: The word insigne means remarkable and
the foliage is certainly worthy of that epithet. The
tops of the thick leaves are shiny and dark green.
They feel stiff and rigid. The undersides of the
lance-shaped leaves are tightly covered with a
shiny, coppery indumentum.
Height and structure: 3 feet in 10 years and grows
slowly in the sun.
Placement in your garden: R. insigne grows best in
sun to show off its compact form. It gets leggy in
the shade.

It is an elepidote, meaning it has no scales on its
leaves.
Flowers: The bell-shaped corollas range in color
from light pink to deep pink with distinctive deeper
pink stripes on each lobe. Blooms in mid-May and
later.
Hardiness: 0oF

R. insigne (UBC Botanical Garden)
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President’s Profile
Jay Lunn
ARS Portland Chapter member since 1979

school there and subsequently Michigan State University, connecting with Forestry from a summer job at
Umpqua National Forest. Immediately after leaving
MSU with B.A.s in Business Administration and Secondary Education, he was drafted into the Army.

Cutting a tree that fell across a trail. “My first summer
job (1955) with the Forest Service was working on the trail
crew of the Diamond lake Ranger District of the Umpqua
National Forest. Most of the time we didn’t have a chainsaw with us to clear trees from trails, so we had to resort
to using a crosscut saw, more commonly known as a misery
whip.”

Jay and Ann Lunn, with Mille—from 2011—(while visiting
relatives in Salt Spring Island, B.C.) “Mille was a good dog
and ferry rider. She was fairly old when the picture was
taken and long gone now.”

Jay is part of the underpinnings of the Portland Chapter—an inconspicuous, unsung hero who steadfastly
and modestly maintains his membership, contributes
articles and photos to the newsletters, attends meetings, contributes plants to chapter auctions, and more.
He’s part of what makes the Portland Chapter such an
interesting and eclectic group of people with intriguing
backgrounds—who all somehow congregated in the
Portland area and found a home with the ARS to share
their love of plants and rhododendrons.
Early days. Jay was born in a farmhouse outside a small
town in the Province of Ontario, Canada. His parents
moved to a small farm in Michigan accompanied by Jay
and his older brother. He attended rural one room
schools until the family moved to a small agricultural
town about 40 miles north of Detroit. He went to high

The military. Immediately after leaving MSU with B.A.s
in Business Administration and Secondary Education, he
was drafted into the Army. Jay took basic training at Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri, then advanced infantry training at Fort Riley, Kansas, then Signal Corps training at
Fort Gordon, Georgia, and was finally assigned to what
was then known as the Walter Reed Army Medical Center. There he was working at a small Signal Corps warehouse when a storm dumped a foot of snow on D.C. just
before John F. Kennedy’s inauguration.

In the Lunn garden, Hillboro, Oregon
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President’s Profile

An unnamed cross grown from Jay’s seedlings

The rhododendron origins. On discharge from the military, Jay got a job with the U.S. Forest Service at a
Ranger District in Oakridge, Oregon, and later was transferred to the Willamette National Forest Supervisor’s
Office in Eugene. Jay and Ann married there, then
moved to Okanogan, Washington, when Jay was transferred to the Okanogan National Forest. They bought a
home in nearby Omak, “where a neighbor lady living in
the lot below theirs grew rhododendrons. That wasn’t
an easy task as the winter time temperatures could dip
as low as -30oF in the winter and rise to over 100oF in
the summer.” Jay couldn’t name the varieties, although
he reports she planted them on the north side of her
house.

(continued)

door prizes at the time and wasn’t aware that new visitors always won a door prize! Jay eventually served as
a judge for Mother’s Day shows at Crystal Springs to
support Paula.
After a few years as an
ARS
member,
Jay
learned enough about
how to grow rhododendrons from seed to give
it a try. In 1979, he
crossed two of their
plants. He and Ann
couldn’t agree on which
ones he had crossed
since he hadn’t kept
records. One of them
he was sure he didn't
use was R. ‘Purple Lace'.
He knew its name because a friend working at WSU
asked for a photograph of a rhododendron for their Cooperative Extension publication, entitled How to Identify Rhododendron and Azalea Problems (July 1984, EB
1229). They used his photograph of R. ‘Purple Lace’ on
the front cover.

The Portland Garden Club, NW Portland

The ARS connection. Jay transferred from north-central Washington to the U.S. Forest Service Regional Office in Portland in 1971. Jay and Ann bought a home
with a few rhododendrons on the property on Parkview
Drive in the Rock Creek area in the outskirts of Portland.
Shopping in the Beaverton Mall one day, he encountered a plant show put on by the Primrose Society—a
group devoted to a species that especially interested
Jay, and they eventually joined the Society. Harold Krug,
a member, learned that Jay was interested in rhododendrons and invited Jay to an ARS Portland Chapter meeting, which were then held at the Portland Garden Club
building. He was delighted to win a R. ‘Yellow Hammer’
at that meeting. He remembers Paula Cash handling the

Jay’s photo of R. edgeworthii from Lansing Bulgin’s
garden (see Rhododendron News article, pp. 7-8)

Jay also collected seed at Crystal Springs because of the
variety of plants there. Many hundreds of seedlings resulted from his plantings—separated and transplanted
to 4-inch pots—hundreds of which survived. In 1980,
Jay and Ann bought a home on two acres about one mile
north of Hillsboro (as the crow flies). Jay prepared an
area for the seedlings and Ann did the planting in a field
there. Many were blooming in 1979.
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President’s Profile

(continued)

editor for the Columbia Willamette chapter of the North
American Rock Garden Society for over 25 years until a
couple of years ago. Ann grows a lot of marginata primroses, which Jay says grow well in a rock garden setting.
Early retirement from the Forest Service gave Jay the
opportunity to travel; he has been to every western
primrose habitat.
You can see other photos from Jay’s garden in the Rhododendron News supplement for May of 2020 (p. 4) and
for July of 2020 (p. 13).

Frank Mossman in Jay’s article for the October 2020 issue of Rhododendron News (pp. 9-10)

Jay’s motivation to donate plants and cuttings to chapter plant auctions and the cuttings exchange has been
to return the favors from other members, such as Frank
Mossman and Herb Spady, who did the same. Jay tells
the story of Frank being in charge of the plant sale at the
50th anniversary ARS convention in 1995. Members
had been asked to bring plants for the sale. Jay had
started about 20 plants in 4” pots from cuttings of his
dwarf R. dauricum and hoped to earn some profit for the
chapter. Frank told the vendors to price the plants as
they wished but didn’t warn Jay and the others that he
decided to offer all plants at 50% off on the first day!

Another favorite of Jay’s: Fothergilla gardenii. Jay’s cuttings originated from ARS Gold Medal recipient Ruth
Hansen (see December issue of Rhododendron News, p.
20). “Her plant is a bit smaller than the clone Roger
Gossler named ‘Jane Platt’.” Jay bought his standard
Fothergilla gardenii from the Iwasaki Bros. Max &
Hildy’s Garden Store in Hillsboro before it closed. Jay
believes the store’s name came from two of their dogs.
“This clone is larger than the other two and always has
nice fall color.”

An unnamed seedling from one of Jay’s crosses

Jay identifies some of his favorite rhododendrons being
naturally dwarf rhodies like the “Bird Series” from
Glendoick and the small ones hybridized by Peter Cox
and Warren Berg. Warren was featured in the Rhododendron News Hybrid History, June 2021.
Jay was treasurer for the American Primrose Society
from late 1989 to early 1992. He was also newsletter

Fothergilla gardenii in Fall
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(continued)

Jay plans to take cuttings from all three of the Fothergilla next summer rather than growing again from seed.
“The one I grew from seed eventually died because the
wind blew it around so much the stem was damaged.
The cuttings I took from it beforehand did well.”
Getting back to Jay’s passion for Primula, he offers:

P. marginata 'Cutie' – “A hybrid we grew from seed and
named. The white powder on the leaves is the “meal”. Marginatas can be grown outside in a rock garden setting, but
all the meal washes off from rain, losing some of its appeal.
Most of the meal has been washed off this plant from watering.” Jay suggests that anyone interested in primroses
can access the back issues of the quarterlies: Go to The
American Primrose Society, then click on Quarterly and
then Quarterly Archives .

P. cusickiana with ground bee – “Oregon’s only native
primrose growing mostly in the Wallowa Mountains.”

Further sampling of Jay’s collection
grown from seedlings of his unnamed cross

P. capillaris – “The smallest native primrose, which grows
only in the Rudy Mountains, Nevada. I often include a dime
in a photo of small plants I’m photographing to provide
some prospective as to the size of the plant. The partial
image is of a dime, which is 5/8 inch wide (18 mm), so you
get an idea of size of this Primula. Whenever I show people
pictures like this, I ask them to return my dime if they happen to run across one out in the wilderness! Of course, I’m
too cheap to forget to retrieve the dimes I use.”

Jay’s field rhodies.

All photos by Jay Lunn
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You’re invited
ARS Willamette Chapter
Wednesday, Feb 9, 6:30 PM
“Gardens of Western Scotland”
Presented by Win Howe—a high-quality recording of his presentation in
Oban, Scotland in 1996
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84650278168

Meeting ID: 846 5027 8168
One tap mobile: +12532158782,,84650278168#
Dial Option: 253-215-8782

You’re invited
ARS Eugene Chapter
Wednesday, February 16
Gathering 6:30 pm | Program7:00 pm
Speaker/Program: T.B.D.

Native Rhododendrons & Azaleas
of North America
Steve Henning, Webmaster for the
ARS Potomac Valley Chapter,
offers a complete list of the 28 species HERE

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86900120737?pwd=d
C9IOXpUWWhwTU13TlVXQUF1VzhHdz09
Meeting ID: 869 0012 0737
Passcode: 907426

The ARS Seed Exchange is OPEN
Seeds collected by American Rhododendron Society
members from around the world are offered for sale at
the Exchange. Until March 15th only
members of the
ARS may order
seed. The Exchange opens to
everyone
on
March 15th. ARS
Seed
Exchange
Chairs Ann & Ray
Clack suggest “The
$3 cost for over 40 seeds is an inexpensive way to increase your plant stash and to experience the fun of
growing something from seed.”

A Botanical Tour
of the Northern Pacific
Coastal Ranges
A Zoom Talk by Will Clausen,
Gardener at the RSBG
Thursday, February 24, 2022
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm
$5 for Members; $15 for non-Members

Register HERE

View Seed Catalog and Order Online >
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Harold Greer’s Memorial Service will be held in
Eugene, OR on Saturday March 26th at 1:00 PM PDT. The
service will be at the First Baptist
Church in Eugene, 3550 Fox
Meadow Rd, Eugene, OR, with a
Reception following at the church
from 2-4pm. The service will also
be offered online and posted on
Vimeo after the service. In lieu of
flowers, donations can be made
to the ARS Research Foundation
at: PO Box 214, Great River, NY
11739, and/or The Rhododendron Species Foundation:
PO Box 3798, Federal Way, WA 98063.

2022 Rhododendron of the Year
(ROY) Awards
Northwest USA and Canada Region Group
(clockwise from bottom left):
R. ‘Chemainus’, R. ‘Chetco’,
R. ‘Frosted Orange’, R. ‘Wren’
(Photos by Frank Fujioka, Tijs Huisman,
Tijs Huisman, Ken Cox.)

To see more information for all winners
from all regions and all years, click HERE.

Registration is now OPEN!

Small World – A little Van Veen history
Mike Stewart, commented on our new member,
Kathleen Fortune, remembering that she used to
buy plants from Bob Walley and Van Veen Nursery.
Mike says “I knew Bob when he used to come out
to my parents’ nursery (Dover Nursery) in the mid
60’s. I was a teenager. Several years later when I
was teaching at Gresham High School, I taught with
his wife, Ruby, an English teacher. One of his glass
greenhouses was purchased by our neighbor and is
still in use after all these years. A few years later
when Maria and I were in Yosemite, the maître d’
at the Ahwahnee Hotel had a last name Walley. He
turned out to be Bob’s son. There were a lot of
perks that evening—tour of the kitchen, free dessert, etc. Kathleen believes he is still there.

Do you know about the Royal Horticultural
Society’s Award of Garden Merit ??
AGM is the principal award made to garden plants by
the society after a period of assessment by the appropriate committees of the society. Awards are made
annually after plant trials.
Here’s the list of rhododendrons.
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CRYSTAL SPRINGS HAS NEW HEAD GARDENER
Friends of Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden, a project of the ARS Portland Chapter has appointed Frank
Tree as head gardener.
“We’re thrilled to welcome Frank to our team
at Friends of Crystal
Springs,” states Brandon
Baker, executive director. “Frank brings over
thirty-eight years of experience in horticulture
and will lead our gardening operations with incredible skill, humility, and expertise.”

Harriet Ottaviano photo from 12/31/21
Featured in Mike Darcy’s “In the Garden”
newsletter of January 15, 2022.
“I am attaching a photo I took on my street yesterday, (Hillsboro, December 31). Not botanical, but it does resemble some
tropical plant leaves - or entwined hearts, depending on your
perspective. My neighbor always backs her Jeep into their
driveway. This time the tires made a delightful pattern.”

Vireya R. ‘Veronica Maureen’ in
Don Graham’s collection

Frank joins the organization from Portland Japanese
Garden where he spent more than fourteen years in
roles of increasing responsibility, culminating in being
named lead gardener in 2019. Prior to the Japanese
Garden, Frank served as Municipal Master Gardener at
Rio Grande Botanic Garden in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and various roles with plant nurseries, golf courses,
and an estate garden. As a gardener, Frank brings years
of experience in plant care, pruning, plant propagation,
and grounds maintenance. “I look forward to getting
started with the dedicated volunteers and staff at the
garden to continue to care for this beautiful and treasured public resource,” said Tree.

R. ‘Powder Snow’ on Lois Blackmore’s deck (Victoria
Chapter), part of her photo essay on members’ snow
scenes. Download and enjoy the file HERE.
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Information and links to Amazon Smile and Target

In celebration of the 200th Anniversary of the birth of
Frederick Law Olmsted, various groups, including the
Portland Parks Foundation, will be hosting different lectures, panels and films to
dive deeper into the social
and environmental impacts
of Olmsted’s work. Take a
look at the different topics
that will be covered over the
next few months! Olmsted
developed a citywide plan for
Portland in 1903 in conjunction with the upcoming 1905
Lewis & Clark Exposition. Read about the origins of Portland’s Forest Park.

Loree Bohl (last month’s guest speaker) visited the
Elisabeth C. Miller Garden in September of 2021. The
garden was featured as the subject of the talk by
Executive Director Richie Steffens in March of 2021.

It’s all connected! Here is a photo of R. ‘Starbright
Champagne’ – a Frank Fujioka hybrid -- taken at the
Cavender garden by Kristian Theqvist on his visit in
2013. Kristian made a visit to the Smith Garden on the
same visit—the garden Dick Cavender tended so tenaciously since the Portland Chapter acquired the garden
following the passing of Cecil and Molly Smith.
Here are all of Kristian’s photos from his tour to Gardens, Parks, and Arboretums of West Coast USA and
Canada from that trip: USA and Canada 2013 (rhodogarden.com) Kristian’s garden was the final destination
on the Finland extension following the joint ARS and
German Rhododendron Society convention in Bremen
in May of 2018.

To continue on the theme of sharing information across
the American Rhododendron Society, Kristian Theqvist,
President of the Finland Chapter of the ARS, points us to a
remarkable cache of links for rhododendron information.
It will help if your browser offers to translate in English.
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Volunteer Day
at Van Veen Heritage Garden
What a wonderful, generous, enthusiastic group of people gathered at the Van Veen Nursery on Saturday, January 18th, to work on several projects! This group of 15
accomplished a great deal and had a great time together, met some new friends, and served our community and Rhododendron Society organization in a very
positive way. It is amazing what 15 hard-working people
can accomplish in just four hours. The original stock
area south of the office is now cleaned from years of leaf
and limb debris; the Vireya stock plants and 1,000 yearlings are now free of weeds; and a substantial part of the
container area was cleaned of a certain pesky weed.
These accomplished tasks will free the Van Veen staff
from weeks of labor so they can continue to devote their
time to propagation. I would like to thank the following
generous volunteers for taking time out of their weekend to come together and accomplish so much:

From Portland Chapter member Paul Rogers: “I've been
helping my buddy make wine for 15-20 years, I guess.
He decides what to make, buys the grapes, etc. In recent years I've been so taken with some Petite Verdot
tastings in 2020 that I bought 100# of the fruit and took
the lead in making 8G, 40 bottles—4 for him, 3 cases for
me! Here's the label I made for it.” Note: Paul was always the first to go treasure hunting on the shelves of
the Woodstock Wine & Deli when we met for social time
before chapter meetings across the street. (Ed.)

Ray and Ann Clack, Caroline Enns, Bob Drummey,
Steve Hall, Deborah Hedges, Sophie Hein, Tom and
Merilee Mannen, John McComb, Ed Nunez,
Gretchen O’Brien, Dennis O’Malley, and Eric
Sorenson. We thank you!
One of the very important rewards of volunteering, especially in these recent times, is having the opportunity
to be with old friends again, welcoming new members
into our organization, and working on a common goal.
We will have other volunteer opportunities at the Van
Veen Heritage Garden in the future. I sincerely hope to
see you next time, and I very much look forward to the
companionship and satisfaction that volunteering

brings.
Sincerely,
Mike Stewart
Volunteer Nursery Manager

R. austrinum (clockwise from bottom left:
‘Ed’s Red’, #20, #138 ‘Angel Lace’, Ed Egan #266)
From Mike Stewart—as follow-up to the Ed Egan feature
in the January edition (pp 14-16) of Rhododendron
News. “This is just a sampling of plants we got from Earl
Summerville--at least 50 selections of R. austrinum. Ed
grew a lot of different azaleas and most of what was in
Harold Greer’s catalog came from him. Ed supplied
many of the azaleas Whitney Gardens sold.” See: Earl
Sommerville's Hybrids and Cultivars
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