
 
 
 
 

 
Putting in the effort—volunteers 

scoured the paths at the Smith 
Garden Work Party  (Photo: 

Mary Ellen Ramseyer)   pp 7-8  
 
 
 

 
R. ‘Dad’s Indian Summer’ one of 
the hybrids created by the focus 

of this month’s Hybrid History 
(Photo: Loyd Newcomb)  pp 12-14 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Under the snow – Maria Stew-
art’s Rhododendron of the 
Month (photo from Big Leaf Rho-

dodendrons, Church/Glyn)   p 14    
 

 
 

 

On the theme of Fall Foliage, the 
shared perspectives of R. albiflo-

rum and its cousins by our Octo-
ber speakers (Photo: David An-

derson)  p 6  
 

 

 
 

 
 

  Purpose 
  

To encourage interest in 
and disseminate  infor-
mation and knowledge 
about the genus Rhodo- 
dendron. 

 

To provide a medium 
through which all persons 
interested in the genus may 
communicate with others 
through education, scien-
tific studies, meetings, pub-
lications, and other similar 
activities. 

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Meetings 
  

3rd Thursdays, 
September-May 
When safe again, 

chapter meetings will be 
held at:  

 

All Saints Episcopal 
Church 

4033 SE Woodstock 
Blvd. Portland 

 

Meetings start at 7 pm 
with a social half-hour 
preceding the main 
meeting. We clean up 
and exit by 9:30 pm 

 
 

For info, contact: 

  

  pc.ars@outlook.com 

Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society 
Portland Chapter | American Rhododendron Society 
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In the November 2021 Issue 

Horticultural surprises up her 
sleeve to share with us, from our 

November speaker  pp 4-5 

A rhody that shows up in 
multiple webinars at the ARS 

Fall Into Gardening  pp 9-11 
                           (Photo: Don Hyatt)                       

mailto:pc.ars@outlook.com


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

It’s the Fabulous Fall Foliage Issue 

(these are from Crystal Springs)  

For the special November supplement, click HERE 

 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 
 

 

Meetings are currently 

being held on ZOOM 
 

 

Social time 6:30 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM 

  
 

 

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING  
Thursday, November 18   

Speaker: Lois Moss 
“Horticultural Treasures in 

Oregon, Washington, & B.C.” 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86384001949 
 

 
 

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING  
Thursday, December 16 

Member Slides 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81140756490 
  
 
 

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING  
Thursday, January 18   
Speaker: Loree Bohl 

“Fearless Gardening” 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86537607714 
 
 

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING  
Thursday, February 17   

Speaker: Bruce Wakefield 
““Kia Ora! Springtime 

in New Zealand” 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82565149180 

 
 

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING  
Thursday, March 17   

Speaker: Jennifer Jewel 
“Cultivating Place” 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81327710690 
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  Four Haiku for November 
 
Not a breath of  wind  
Beyond the kitchen window 
The restless sparrow 
 
Sparkle of  the grass  
The noiseless sprinkling system 
At it again 
 
Daybreak cloud cover 
Gone in the blink of  an eye 
Blue skies breaking through  
 
Approaching the spot 
of  color recognized as 
R. quinquefolium 

 

Peter Kendall     

  
  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

https://ars2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/fall-color.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86384001949
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81140756490
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86537607714
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82565149180
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81327710690


Didn’t we all start out as hunter-gatherers?   So, it 
makes sense that we’d be rhody hunters who love to 
gather–whether on Zoom or at All Saints—ah, what 
history!   The chapter met in the Portland Garden 
Club’s headquarters many moons ago—starting in the 
‘50s!   Now we’re anxious to get back to All Saints for 
our monthly meetings, which always included some 
social time across the street at the Woodstock Wine 
& Deli.   The Deli has struggled with retaining staff and 
is open minimally now—and we are still debating the 
safety of gathering with our members.  When we do, 
which we hope will be soon, we plan to incorporate a 
Zoom element so those from afar—or those who just 
don’t do after-dark driving— can join us.  Zoom is the 
lemonade we’ve made from the lemons the virus 
handed us.  The future projections are in our favor.   
Below: a chart of Covid infections in Oregon, showing 
a marked similarity of the OHSU projections vs. reality 
(Feb 1, 2020-Mar 26, 2022)—and forecast a very 
hopeful future.  All signs are GO on the 2022 conven-
tion.   We hope they’re right! 

 
The striking fall foliage we share from members and 
associates in this issue has at this point suffered the 
ensuing winds and rain, so we’re glad their beauty 
was captured at the peak.  A sincere thanks to all the 
contributors!   Submissions welcome—anytime. 

 

We also wish to express appreciation for those who 
have already renewed their ARS membership beyond 
2021 and to those who were already good to go for 
2022.   Otherwise, please use that little stamped en-
velope you received from us in the mail or go online 
to www.arsoffice.org and take care of that all-im-
portant piece of business to refresh your member-
ship.   Or click HERE to JOIN!      THANK YOU  
 

 
 

Serious kudos to the Vancouver Island team that or-
ganized the outstanding group of speakers for FALL 

INTO GARDENING the weekend of October 23-24.  The 
ensemble provided educational, provocative and en-
tertaining sessions with a professionally themed vis-
ual setting.  The recap provided in this issue only hints 
at the treasures the webinars provided.   You’re wel-
come to view them again or for the first time if you 
missed any.  Just go HERE   (password:  fall2021).   
 

 
Fall sunrise on Willapa Bay 

 

On the coast:   The slow-moving cyclone of Oct 24-25 
left most of the Long Beach Peninsula without power 
for hours and broke the record as the strongest storm 

on record in the northern Pacific 
Ocean.   Wind gusts in the ‘80s 
here.  Fortunately, it didn’t get 
closer than a few hundred miles 
to the west.  Our introduction to 
the Coast in 2007 was accompa-
nied by “The Great Coastal Gale” 
with winds of 100+ mph.  It gets 
breezy here! 

 

Did you know there are dozens of plant societies?   
Rhododendron, of course, holds us the most captive. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Steve McCormick 
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President’s Message | November 2021 

Power Station 

https://www.ohsu.edu/sites/default/files/2021-10/OHSU_COVID_Forecast_20211028_2b.pdf
http://www.arsoffice.org/
https://www.rhododendron.org/membership.htm
https://marsrhodos.ca/2021-fall-into-gardening-conference/
https://www.chinookobserver.com/news/local/cyclone-slaps-coast/article_ca6ba04a-366f-11ec-bee8-9fb6e93ff7f9.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Coastal_Gale_of_2007
https://www.hardyplantsociety.org/societies


REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING  
Thursday, November 18   

Speaker: Lois Moss 
“Horticultural Treasures in 
Oregon, Washington, B.C.” 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86384001949 
Meeting ID: 863 8400 1949 

One tap mobile: +12532158782,,86384001949# 
Dial option:  253-215-8782 

 

 
 

 
 
As we return to traveling and socializing, you may 
consider exploring some of the world-class public gar-
dens, nurseries, display gardens and other horticul-
ture treasures in Oregon, Washington and British Co-
lumbia. The presentation will include photos, maps 
and visitation tips on over 60 places you can visit in 
the Pacific NW plus ideas for you to create your own 
day trips or multi-day vacations.  

 

There are bound to be northwest garden destinations 
you haven’t experienced.   Here’s the perfect over-
view to prompt some additions to your target list.  
 

 
Lois Moss touring a group at Smith Garden 

 

As a serial entrepreneur and dedicated volunteer, 
Lois Moss has been involved in a number of careers 
from being a CPA, to owning bicycle stores, to found-
ing a non-profit, to events management.  She relo-
cated from Ohio to Oregon in 2010, expecting to glide 
into a peaceful early retirement. Gardening and hor-
ticulture caught her interest and she jumped in with 
both feet, serving as Treasurer for the Hardy Plant So-
ciety of Oregon and completing Master Gardener 
training. She has organized and led 11 multi-day 
group tours and was focusing on highlighting garden 
tourism of the Pacific NW before the pandemic shut 
down travel.  She loves sharing information with peo-
ple and helping them explore places they might not 
know about, might take for granted, or might enjoy 
seeing again.   
 

 
Hatley Park at Royal Roads, Victoria 

 

Note from Harriet Ottaviano, Publicity Chair, Wash-
ington County Master Gardeners Association 
(WCMGA):  “I am a tour guide at the International 
Rose Test Garden and Lois is also a guide.  She took a 
hiatus this summer, but hopefully she'll be back on 
duty next summer as we look forward to a full sched-
ule of tours.”  Sample of destinations to follow… 
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November 2021 Program 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86384001949


 

Lavender farm 
 

 
The Garden Corner, Tualatin, Oregon 

Schreiner’s Iris Gardens, Brooks, Oregon 

 

 
Pacific Bonsai Museum, adjacent to the Rhododen-

dron Species Botanical Garden, Federal Way 
 

 
The Spheres, Amazon campus, downtown Seattle 
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November 2021 Program (continued) 



DAVID ANDERSON & ANDREW STERN 
 “Our Northern Cascade Rhododen-

drons: Friends and Family” 
 

David and Andrew took us for a walk in the woods—
spotting our native rhododendrons, designating on 
which side of the Columbia they’d be found, along 
with introducing us to a great variety of interesting 
plant companions and bugs!  A quiz followed, using 
Zoom polls—nice touch.  The Portland Chapter meet-
ing on October 21 hosted the usual diverse geograph-
ical spread—including Steve Krebs joining us from 
Cleveland, Garratt Richardson from Seattle, and Bron 
& Rick from South Australia(!).   

 

References HERE.   The following are a few screen 
captures of David and Andrew’s excellent slides: 
 

 
Washington Lily, named after Martha, actually found 

only on the Oregon side of the Columbia. 
 

 
       Miridae family                  Etorofus propinquus 

 

 
Snakefly – a Jurassic era predator(!) 

 
Bear Grass returning after fire 

 

 
Catching the scent of R. albiflorum fall foliage 

 

 
R. columbianum (in subsection Ledum) 

 

  

Black Spot fungus 
found on R. menziesii 
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https://ars2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/REFERENCES-2.pdf


Smith Garden Work Day 
Saturday, October 26, 2021 

 
Once again, in a time of need for the garden to be 
spruced up, some generous volunteers devoted their 
time and muscle to the task at hand.   Big holes were 
dug, anticipating the delivery and planting of replace-
ments the following Monday by Mike Stewart.  
 

 
Tom Gressler (l) with Dick Cavender 

 

Tom Gressler and Jane Mays occupy the home on the 
property and serve as full-time caretakers.   We thank 
them for hosting the event and thank Mary Ellen 
Ramseyer of the Willamette Chapter for anticipating 
the need and snapping away with her smart phone 
camera.  What would we do without them (Tom & 
Jane, smartphone cameras and Mary Ellen)?!? 
 

 
Caroline Enns (l) with Karen Cavender 

Of Caroline Enns (past president of the Portland Chap-
ter), Mary Ellen said “She is a veritable work 
horse.  She was hauling tree limbs from the moment 
I got there until I left.  I saw her numerous times dur-
ing the morning and the photo with Karen was the 
only time I saw her without a big limb.  She had just 
dropped one off when Karen stopped her to talk.  Her 
husband, Steve, was cutting the limbs with his chain-
saw.”   
 

Jane Mays with Mike Stewart 
 

 
Ray and Ann Clack 

 

 
       Ali Sarlak (Eugene)          Keith White (Willamette) 

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXV, NO. 10 | November 2021 | Page 7 

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org 

October Highlights 



 
Anne Gross (Willamette) 

 

 
Behind the camera:  Mary Ellen Ramseyer 

(Willamette) 

 

 
Emile Aune (Eugene) and friend Garrison 

 
Dot Dunstan (in the work party at age 95!) 

 

 
Dot’s daughter, Donna Guarrera 
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October Highlights (continued) 



Hartwig Schepker “Sichuan: 
A Plantsman’s Paradise” 

 

 
 

Ernest Henry 
Wilson was sent 
to China in 1899 
by the Vietch 
Nursery to bring 
back the “Hand-
kerchief Tree” 
(Davidia involu-
crata). On one 
of four trips, he 

traveled 30,000 miles in five months to seek the yel-
low poppy, Meconopsis integrifolia, arriving in July 
1903, and found it on the first day of his journey.  
Tracing Wilson’s steps, Hartwig found it blooming in 
the same spot on his expedition there.  Most im-
portant of the early plant explorers, Wilson collected 
some 1,000 species in his four trips to Sichuan.   

 

Dr. Shannon Berch “Your Living Soil” 
 

 
Life Below Ground on the Range 

Dr. Berch founded her talk on the fact that soil biology 
is usually under-appreciated and soil health is what 
produces healthy plants.  She took us to the roots of 
plant structures and their soil components.  “Did you 
know levels of serotonin in your brain increase in re-
sponse to the soil bacterium microbacterium lacti?   
This helps to create a sense of happiness or well-being 
for those interacting closely with soils.” 
  

David Sellars “From Rhododendrons 
to Rock Gardening” 

 

David checked his 
stages of “Rhodo-
holism” at #7 and 
transitioned his 
garden from pri-
marily rhododen-
drons into rock 
gardening with al-
pine plants.  Solv-
ing the problem 
of “too many rho-
dodendrons”, the space David created by removing 
some of the overgrown rhodies resulted in the happy 
result of a garden with space and the choice of a huge 
variety of species.  He found his passion turned out to 
be an obsession for the “Joy of Sax” -- saxifragas. 

 

 
 
 
Saxifraga 
oppositifolia 
Theodon 
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ARS Fall Conference Highlights – Oct 23/24 Webinars 

https://www.pointblue.org/science_blog/life-belowground-on-the-range/


Don Hyatt “A Walk in the Woods” 
 

 
Rhododendron vaseyi – “relatively rare”, this one a 

deeper pink in its range of color 

 

Don is widely recognized for knowing the Southern 
Appalachians like the back of his hand, specifically 
what’s on—and off—the Trail.   He’s a rhododendron 
expert, of course, and can tell you where many indi-
vidual specimens of his favorites are located.  Don will 
also remind you that the timing of visits is everything. 

 

 
                  R. calendulaceum on Roan Mountain 
 

 
Don: “Above all else “support national treasures”  

David Millais: Conservation of 
Heritage Rhododendrons 

 

A descendant of trekkers in the Himalayas, David has 
been in charge of the specialist rhododendron 
nursery Millais Nursery in the U.K. since 1990.   He 
sees climate change, lack of record keeping, and re-
strictions on exchanging plant material from botanic 
gardens as some of the threats to preserving rhodo-
dendrons.  “Rare plants need safe havens.”    
 

 
An example of a select cultivar of R. ‘Cornish Red’ 
which would have been lost had cuttings not been 
taken before a storm took the plant down. 
 

Dr. Linda Chalker-Scott  “Landscape 
Mulches – The Good, the Bad, and the 

Just Plain Ugly” 

 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Chalker-Scott breaks down the various types of 
mulches and their different attributes, including sci-

entific testing of 
their beneficial 
or detrimental 
effects.  The key 
is to support my-
corrhizal growth.   
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ARS Fall Conference Highlights (continued) 



Richard Dionne  “Growing Rhododen-
drons in Québec’s Harsh Winter” 

 

 
Fall foliage on R. ‘Pennsylvania’ 

 

Differentiating between deciduous and evergreen 
rhododendrons, Richard points out that survival is al-
ways a question of drainage, acidity, and peat in the 
soil. 

 

 
R. groenlandicum 

 
Oxydendron arboreum 

 

 
Enkianthus campanulatus “Showy Lantern”  

Don Wallace “Fragrant and Fancy – 
Bringing Fragrance into the Showiest 

Rhododendron Flowers” 

 

Don clarified that white flowers are the most com-
mon to express fragrance, which derives from as 
many as 700 different “volatile organic compounds”.  
The thicker the compound the greater the scent, 
which particularly attracts night-pollinating moths.   
Don has used fragrant genetics to create many of his 
own hybrids.  
 

  
One of the parents of the fragrant Loderi grex 

 
Hybrid from 
R. cinnabarinum  

 
 R. ‘Kallista’ an improved 

R. nuttallii with bigger 
flowers and bigger leaves 

 
 
 
 
 

 
R. ‘Loderi Venus’ one  of 
35 crosses of R. fortunei x 
R. griffithianum  

 
 

NOTE:   Full video sessions are available 
for viewing HERE   (password:  fall2021) 
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ARS Fall Conference Highlights (continued) 

https://marsrhodos.ca/2021-fall-into-gardening-conference/


The Thompsons, Waldport, Oregon 

 

It started off innocently enough.   

 

“Willard and Margaret Thompson of Waldport, Ore-
gon, established a nursery after Willard survived 
World War II in an artillery outfit in the major Euro-
pean campaigns and as a ‘topper’ in the logging indus-
try.”   Pacific Coast Rhododendron Story, 2001. 
 

 
 

About 1961, Willard Thompson was operating a log-
ging company when health problems necessitated a 
lighter job.  Since he and his wife Margaret had always 
enjoyed plants and had 145 acres, he decided to start 
growing plants as an easier job and began propagat-
ing fruit trees.  A neighbor had been to England, bring-
ing back a number of plants including what became a 
specimen of the then less common 'Elizabeth'.  The 
Thompsons were given cuttings and soon their inter-
est turned from apples to rhododendrons. This neigh-
bor also had a number of rhododendron crosses that 
were flowering for the first time. So back home the 
Thompsons went, and when their few rhododen-
drons started flowering, they tried their hand at hy-
bridizing. This led to a number of named hybrids, in-
cluding the spectacular 'Ring of Fire'. 

 

   
R. Ring of Fire’ (photo:  Millais Nurseries)  

Three generations of the Thompson family in 
Waldport, Oregon, have contributed consistently to 
the rhododendron world.   They’ve produced some 
standout hybrids and supplied plants as both a retail 
and wholesale nursery business while being a reliable 
source for hybrids and species alike.   Willard was 
known for his ability to graft rhododendrons and was 
able to offer many species previously unavailable.  
Willard’s son Roy and his wife, Evelyn, run the nursery 
now with third generation Michele.   

 

Roy did most of the hybridizing, producing excep-
tional crosses like “Black Widow.”  Crystal Springs 
Rhododendron Garden has relied on Thompson’s for 
the annual plant sales at the “Early Show” and 
“Mother’s Day” events.  The sales have been success-
ful over the past two years as exclusively online 
events.  Happily, all plants have sold through.  Display-
ing images to show what the plants will look like when 
they’re blooming has been especially beneficial.    

 

 
 
From the tour descriptions for the 1987 ARS conven-
tion in Eugene:  “A stop will be at the Willard Thomp-
son Nursery, one of the larger commercial nurseries 
in the state.   (In about 1975) their son and daughter-
in-law, Roy and Evelyn, joined their endeavor to cre-
ate an outstanding nursery.  The nursery is largely 
self-sufficient. Trees cut on their land are run through 
their mill to satisfy building needs. Their water supply 
is developed from springs on their property.  Accord-
ing to Willard, his greatest accomplishment is to "fi-
nally" bud a plant of R. proteoides which will flower 
this spring!” 
 

R. ‘Black Widow’  (Photo by Harold Greer)  

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXV, NO. 10 | November 2021 | Page 12 

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org 

Hybrid History 



 

 
R. ‘Black Widow’ (photo:  Singing Tree Nursery) 

 
In Memoriam by Harold Greer, JARS Winter, 1991:  “It 
is with great pride that anyone who knew Willard 
Thompson will say that he was their friend. Willard 
Wilburn Thompson Sr. was born in Waterville, Wash-
ington in 1920.  He spent most of his life in Waldport, 
Oregon, first as the owner of a logging and saw mill 
operation. Finally, around 1960 he found the love of 
his life, rhododendrons. Willard had always been in-
terested in plants and had grafted apple trees and col-
lected and grown many kinds of other trees and 
shrubs.  When Willard found rhododendrons, he 
shared this love with his wife Margaret and together 
they built one of the finest collections of rhododen-
drons, both species and hybrids. Soon his infectious 
enthusiasm spread to his son Roy and daughter-in-
law Evelyn. They joined Willard and Margaret on their 
100-acre property on the Alsea river just east of 
Waldport. They are today continuing the business and 
hybridizing programs which Willard inspired.” 
 
 
 

 
R. ‘Creole Belle’ (photo by Diane Weissman)  

“When Willard became interested in hybridizing, he 
produced many hybrids, some yet to be released.  
Probably his best-known hybrid is 'Ring of Fire' which 
was a breakthrough in color combinations for hardier 
rhododendron. He was also known for his ability in 
grafting rhododendrons, building up a large stock of 
many species which were previously unavailable, due 
to being so difficult to propagate. Willard had a spe-
cial way with these plants and though arthritis greatly 
damaged his hands, he continued grafting for many 
years.  Few people will ever be as respected and well 
liked as Willard. He was known throughout the west. 
There was a special feeling of pleasure for those who 
knew him, when he showed up at their garden or at 
one of the many American Rhododendron Society 
chapter meetings which he and Margaret frequently 
attended. Willard was awarded a Bronze Medal by 
the Siuslaw Chapter of the ARS.” 
 

Michele with Jazzy, who passed away in 2000.  Jazzy 
faithfully greeted customers for over 13 years. 

 

The Thompsons’ annual “field clearing” plant sale—
always scheduled the weekend after Mother’s Day—
attracts an avid crowd of shoppers, who line up out-
side the gate waiting especially for the Friday morning 
opening when first choice of the featured plants can 
mean coming away with some unique plants with 
very attractive pricing.   Anne Gross of the ARS 
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Hybrid History (continued) 

https://www.singtree.com/plants/details/black-widow#:~:text=%C2%A0To%20get%20this%20color%2C%20Roy%20Thompson%20crossed%20the,dark%20maroon%20rhododendron.%20%C2%A0The%20results%20couldn%27t%20be%20better.
https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JARS/v45n1/v45n1-greer.htm


Willamette chapter has been helping with the sale for 
the last 20 years and describes it as a “mad dash to 
get first crack” at as many as 200 varieties of rhodo-
dendrons.  Thompson’s sells much more than rhodies.  
The nursery has been expanding into offering a wide 
selection of perennials, trees, and shrubs.   

 

 
R. ‘Red Gold (photo by Singing Tree Nursery) 

 

 
R. ‘Cupcake’  (Photo by Singing Tree Nursery) 

 

 
R. ‘Avery’ (photo by Singing Tree Nursery)  

 
R. ‘Van Ness Sensation’ (Thompson’s) 

 

 
 

Other Thompson hy-
brids:  ‘Sweet Mys-
tery’, ‘Tweedy Bird’, 
‘Pom Pom’, Sunspot, 
‘Raspberry Swirl’, and 
‘Pinky Purple People 
Eater’. 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to The Pacific Coast Rhododendron Story for 
the Thompson photos.  Others are from the Thomp-
sons’ Facebook page. 
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Hybrid History (continued) 

https://www.singtree.com/plants/details/red-gold
https://www.singtree.com/plants/details/cupcake
https://www.singtree.com/plants/details/avery


Want to Watch R. protistum Grow to Maturity? 

Start When You are Young! 
By Maria Stewart 

 

This species is very often the slowest species to grow 

to maturity.  It may take 50 years to start blooming 

and completing its indumentum on the undersides of 

the leaves.  So, enjoy the beauty of its form and foli-

age while it grows in your garden over many, many 

years. The leaves are oval with good length and are 

dark green.  The foliage is handsome!   Depending on 

its location in your garden, in sun or in shade, it will 

become a very large tree-like shrub in the sun.  How-

ever, in the shade, R. protistum will not be as attrac-

tive because it will become leggy. Through the years I 

have enjoyed experiencing the subtle changes in this 

rhododendron as it ages with me.  It will always re-

main one of my very favorite plants. 

Classification:  Subgenus:  Hymenanthes;  Section:  

Hymenanthes;   Subsection:  Grandia 

Its name: “first of the first” 

Hardiness:  +20o F.  (Our R. protistum has never suf-

fered cold weather because it lives in filtered sunlight 

under trees.) 

Flowers:  If you ever have the good fortune of seeing 

flowers on a R. protistum, there will be 20 to 30 corol-

las in a full truss. The corollas will be any color from 

pale pink to crimson purple.  
 

Foliage:  As mentioned above, the leaves are dark 

green, oval, and at least 10 inches long.  Indumentum 

will very likely be incomplete because it takes many 

years to cover the leaves, as shown in Pukeiti photo. 

Structure: It forms a large shrub/tree and if it grows 

10 to 20 feet tall, be happy! In the wild, it grows 18 to 

90 feet in height. 

Distribution in the wild:  Western and Northwestern 

Yunnan, Southeastern Tibet, Eastern Arunachal Pra-

desh, Northeastern Upper Burma, Northern Vietnam 

at 9,000 to 13,000 feet.  

 

 
     Photo:  Mike Stewart      Photo in Pukeiti Gardens  
                                           from Harold Greer collection 

Photo by 
Mike Stewart 
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Maria Stewart’s Rhododendron of the Month 



DONALD GRAHAM 
 

ARS Portland Chapter member 
since the 80’s 

 
Don Graham is a stand-up kind of guy.   Practicing 
emergency room medicine for 44 years keeps you on 
your toes! 
 

 
 

Donald Graham is another of those rhody heroes we 
celebrate.   In Don’s case, he’s revised his rhody pas-
sion to accommodate life in a condo after years of liv-
ing and planting on larger properties.   He now culti-
vates rhododendrons in much more challenging cir-
cumstances–with a 54’ long condo deck and grow 
lights.   He has proven it can be done! 

 

Don’s 90-year-old grandmother got him into garden-
ing back in North Dakota.  “She taught me how to 
grow vegetables—just check out that corn!  One day 
she took me out there, told me to bring a shovel and 
a rake and gently scratch the growth off the top of the 
ground under the trees on the other side of the road 
behind the corn.  Once it was cleared, she wanted me 
to scrape up the top 1/2 to one inch of soil which was 
pretty darn good-looking soil as I recall and she called 

it ‘leaf mold.’  I 
think that was 
the beginning of 
the soil freak 
part of me.  For 
sure I think I was 
the only kid in 
the neighbor-
hood by the lake 
that hung out 
with his grand-
mother during 
the summer.  
Looking at that 
picture I don't 
think I was hav-
ing much fun, 
but when I think 

back, it was a big reward.”  

 

Don graduated from medical school at the University 
of North Dakota, in that school’s first, degree granting 
class of their new four-year school.  He attended the 
University of Minnesota for his third year of medical 
school.  Married, he headed West for Portland in 1976 
to do his post graduate training at the then-named 
University of Oregon Medical School, renamed OHSU 
in 1981.  He had a job lined up in North Dakota when 
his wife swayed the decision not to go back.   He 
stayed in Portland and became board certified.   “I 
practiced in multiple hospital systems within the Port-
land area and did at-large work for a national com-
pany, flying to remote places where there was a lack 
of emergency care.”  With one break from Portland 
for a five-year job in Virginia, they returned to Port-
land in 1999.   
 
 

R. ‘Super Red’ by front steps at Boring “rhody ranch” 
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Don met George Watson and Lucie Sorenson at Bo-
vee’s Nursery back in the late ‘70s.   The Northern 
Lights azaleas were his first exposure to the rhody 
family at the first home to be called the “rhody ranch” 
for 18 years in Boring.   At his first home there, he 
tended 175 rhodies, 100 azaleas, and some giant se-
quoias for shade.   Condo living began in 2014.   E. 
White Smith, who pursued the cultivation of vireyas 
at Bovee’s, is a consistent source of guidance.     
 

 
E. White Smith (standing in front of R. ‘Mary Mayo’) 

 

“Over the years I populated the Portland area in my 
various homes with plants from Harold Greer, 
Lucie/White and George Clark.  But Lucie and George 
Watson are the ones who got me hooked in 1977.  
When they converted their business to mainly Vireyas 
I turned to Harold (Greer) for my unusual requests 
and he was always very helpful and had lots of stories.  
I'm careful to keep in touch with White.  He's a wealth 
of knowledge on the topic of Rhododendron, espe-
cially Vireyas. I definitely don't want to lose him.”  
 

 
 
After multiple moves around the country, each with 
an extensive array of rhododendrons and azaleas, 
they moved to this condo complex in Lake Oswego. 
The building is west facing—but with the covered 

deck and the exception of the very north end of the 
deck, direct sunlight is only 2 hours from about 3-5 
pm.  After those hours the sun is filtered thru im-
mense fir, hemlock and cottonwood trees along the 
highway, until sunset. The overhead deck height is 12 
feet. 
 

       R. ‘Loderi Queen Mary’   R. ‘Lucie Sorenson’ 

 

Don soon figured out how to have a “deck garden.”  
He hand-picked hardy varieties, only lost an R. rex in 
the first really cold winter.  And the squirrels made off 
with his bulbs when Don traveled to the beach.  Oth-
erwise, his  container plants are thriving.  At the top 
of Don’s list is R. ‘P.J.M.’ – along with ‘Lee’s Scarlet’ 
and ‘Avalon’.   “The blooms go on and on, January to 
March.”  Don’s first criteria is that the plant must look 
good year-round.  His wife helps with the watering of 
the plants and he has developed quite a collection of 
rhodies, and especially his first love:  vireyas—which 
occupy indoor space under grow lights.   
 

 
R. ‘Scarlet Wonder’, Blechnum Penna-marina Fern, 

Anemone nemorosa 

 

The onslaught of a medical condition changed Don’s 
way of life in 2013.  He contacted cytomegalovirus, a 
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hazard of contact with ill patients, which left him with 
five neurological problems:  no pain or temperature 
sensation on the right side of his body, central pain 
syndrome, central apnea, atrophy of his laryngeal 
muscles and central vertigo “which is essentially like 
riding on a fishing boat 24/7.”    He retired from his 
active clinical duties, confessing that the challenges of 
working in the emergency room had gotten old any-
way.  Since he had no motor or cognitive problems, 
he was able to take on advanced-imaging prior au-
thorizations for a Medicare/Medicaid insurer at a 
home computer desk—just in time for the Covid shut-
downs.  And that gave Don the time to devote to his 
plants!    
 

 
R. ‘PJM Elite’ (photo by Harold Greer) 

 

Under June’s Heat Dome, “PJM took full western sun 
at 116-118 degrees for three days and didn't bat an 
eye (leaf). If it could think, it may have thought of 
some colorful metaphors for me, though. Of all my 
plant purchases, that was not at the top of my list.  I 
bought it solely for early bloom. Well, it's migrating a 
lot closer to the top!!  I gave it water and it put off 
some amazing aromatics in the heat.”  
 

 

          R. atlanticum                    R. ‘Lee’s Scarlet’       

“By far the plants which are faring the best overall: 
‘P.J.M.’, ‘Lee's Scarlett’, R. atlanticum.  Right behind 
those are R ‘Gomer Waterer’, ‘Loderi Queen Mary’, R 
‘Perfume’ and the ‘Mandarin Lights’ deciduous 
azalea. Somewhat more troublesome (requiring vigi-
lance to prevent sun damage) are R. ‘Scarlet Wonder’ 

and R. 
‘Eliza-
beth’. 

But with 
proper 

attention 
they do 
very well 
also.  I 
only lost 

one to the heat—R. ‘Misty Moonlight’ (one of Har-
old's hybrids). The heat beat it to death badly and it 
was under a 75% shade cloth umbrella all summer. I 
actually haven't given up on it yet.  All the leaves that 
burned and/or browned up began to sprout new 
growth later this summer at the terminal leaf whorl 
sites, but very small leaves.  If winter doesn't kill it off, 
we'll see what happens in the spring.  I’m not one to 
try getting blood out of turnips. If the environment is 
wrong, it's a goner for sure.” 

 

 
 

“The variety of tropical rhododendrons I have was de-
cided by Sherla Bertelmann (owner and operator of 
Pacific Island Nursery in Kea'au, Hawaii).   She knew 
that I was acquainted with Lucie and White and found 
a rhododendron ‘Lucie Sorensen’ in her collection and 
sent it to me.  What a wonderful gift!  The leaves have 
the look of  ‘Hino Crimson’ azaleas and the flowers 
are small but they're tubular and orange and, so far, 
it has bloomed five times in two years.  It's the only 
Vireya that I have pruned to get it to branch out more 
and it worked to a degree.  Interestingly it did not 
slow down the blooming.  

R. ‘Mandarin Lights’ 
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Zooming out on R. ‘Loderi King George’ 

 

Don has also experimented in photography.  He hiked 
northwest trails with a 50-lb backpack about 10 years 
back.  “For several years I traipsed around the country-
side in various States in search of great subjects for land-
scape and portrait photography, only rarely using artifi-
cial light. Rarely did I get involved with photographing 
rhododendrons.  Not because they weren't photo wor-
thy, rather it was because their seasons were so short. 
And besides, people like Harold Greer were really good 
at it.  All I would ever have to do is pick up one of his 
books and see all the rhododendrons I needed for the 
day. One of the maxims in photography is timing is eve-
rything.   This above photograph speaks to that.” 
 

 
R. ‘Gomer Waterer’ 

 

Don has a son at St. Charles Health in Bend, following 
undergrad studies in Virginia, med school at OHSU, and 
residency in Ari-
zona. He is mar-
ried to an anes-
thesiologist. Don’s 
daughter gradu-
ate from UVa in 
Charlottesville 
and is an Execu-
tive Assistant to the CEO at CrowdStrike. His youngest 

son schooled at George Mason University and is an ac-
countant with Moda Health. 
 

 
R. ‘Easter Pastel’  (Photo by Richard Kruppa) 

 

“The last two plants that Sherla sent me were R. ‘Avalon’ 
and R. ‘Easter Pastel’. She shipped those two plants 2nd  
day air and they arrived two weeks later as the shipper 
lost them.  I thought for sure they were toast.  When I 
opened them, the root balls were still damp and both 
plants were blooming!  ‘Avalon’ has been slow to come 
back but is growing and has bloomed.  ‘Easter Pastel’ is 
dynamite—it's growing and is going to be big.  It is the 
plant that right now just finished blooming and has sent 
out new growth with flower buds on the end of each of 
four whorls.  Another plant is ‘Heart of Pineapple’.  It’s 
the only Vireya that has not yet bloomed.  It is very com-
pact, however, and I especially like that feature.  It's a 
great grower and I know in time it will show us color.  
Patience, I've got plenty of that.” 
 

“Bottom Line:  Don’t give up on potted rhododendrons 
outside, vireyas inside.” 

 

 
Daughter Courtney in 1985 w. R. ‘Avalanche’ 

 

 

 

Don offers further notes and observations from his 
condo “rhody ranching” in this ADDENDUM. 

 

Photos by Don Graham unless otherwise identified. 
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https://ars2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Dons-notes-.pdf


CONSERVATION 

 

At risk of extinction 
 

 
R. fletcherianum  (Photo:  Plant Lust) 

 

As one of the featured speakers of October’s FALL INTO 

GARDENING, the ARS fall conference, David Millais pre-
sented a disturbing picture of rhododendron habitat be-
ing lost—and therefore the call to protect endangered 
species.   He called our attention to the “Red List” by 
Douglas Gibbs, David Chamberlain and George Argent, 
published by Botanic Gardens Conservation Interna-
tional, Richmond, UK, in 2011.   The ARS is one of the 
organizations so crucial in encouraging its members to 
support the efforts of conservation and preservation of 
rhododendrons.  There are fewer and fewer private gar-
dens and rhododendron nurseries, so efforts like those 
of the Van Veen Heritage Garden and the Rhododen-
dron Species Foundation to grow and protect a wide va-
riety of species and cultivars is more important than 
ever.   The original RED LIST is HERE.  See info on David’s 
talk on page 6.  
 

   
R. sinofalconeri 

The ARS SEED EXCHANGE is Open 
 

 
 
The Seed Exchange is open to donations until mid-
January.  In January it will open for those who wish 
to purchase the seeds.  Details HERE.   

 

 
 

Hot on the heels of our October chapter 
presentation on NW native rhododendrons: 

 

 
 
 

Will Clausen:  A Botanical Tour of the 
Northern Pacific Coastal Ranges 

 

Thursday, November 18, 2021 

 

5:00 pm - 6:30 pm 

 

ZOOM INFO HERE  

 

Will has been the Gardener at the Rhododendron 

Species Botanical Garden since 2019.  He also au-

thored “Botanizing in the Wallowa Mountains” in 

the RSF 2021 Yearbook.  
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WELCOME NEW PORTLAND CHAPTER MEMBER 
Lois Moss 

Our guest speaker for November! 
 

 

 

This is the Fabulous Fall Foliage issue. 

 

Click HERE to enjoy contributions from our 
members and friends.  

 

ARS EUGENE CHAPTER MEETING 
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 17, 2021 

PROGRAM:  TBD 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86900120737?pwd=dC9IOX
pUWWhwTU13TlVXQUF1VzhHdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 869 0012 0737  Passcode: 907426 

 

 
 

 
OREGON DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY 

Offers this YouTube video of 

Weather Seasonal Climate Forecast for 
November 2021 - January 2022 

Click HERE 

 

 
Friends of Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden is 
pleased to announce that the Jackson Foundation has 
awarded the organization $2,000 in operating support 
for the coming fiscal year.  The Foundation was estab-
lished in October 1960 pursuant to the last will of Mrs. 
Maria C. Jackson to promote the health and welfare of 
the citizens of Oregon, with special emphasis on the 
Portland metropolitan area.  Sam Jackson, owner of the 
Oregon Journal, originally donated 27 acres on Terwil-
liger Blvd for the garden to establish Crystal Springs, but 
the site was deemed unsuitable because of its steep ter-
rain.  So, we have history with the Jackson family going 
back generations and we’re extremely grateful for the 
support! 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Portland Japanese Garden 
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https://ars2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/fall-color.pdf
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F86900120737%3Fpwd%3DdC9IOXpUWWhwTU13TlVXQUF1VzhHdz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C08bb7266fcf94641075208d99d46dfea%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637713750020503917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vW2pc7hx2TcFimXt7BdjN0Q00B49icR0b5wk5tw8n%2B8%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F86900120737%3Fpwd%3DdC9IOXpUWWhwTU13TlVXQUF1VzhHdz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C08bb7266fcf94641075208d99d46dfea%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637713750020503917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vW2pc7hx2TcFimXt7BdjN0Q00B49icR0b5wk5tw8n%2B8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HQn-rEmE_M


 
 

Website:  ARS2022.org   YouTube VIDEO 

 

REGISTRATION OPENS:  DECEMBER 1 

 

New installation coming to 
Portland Parks   

 

 
 

From Portland Parks:  Congratulations to our friends at 
PLACE — Landscape Architecture + Planning + Art + Ur-
ban Design —for their prestigious American Society of 
Landscape Architects’ 2021 Landmark Award for 
the Portland Open Space Sequence: A quartet of interac-
tive fountains, plazas, and connecting pathways in 
downtown Portland, designed between 1963 and 1971 
by Lawrence Halprin & Associates.  This award is a huge 
honor for this important civic project and for Portland. 
The Open Space Sequence was designed as stages for 
civic life, to be occupied by people and the arts.  

 

Take a Walk in the Garden, 
Before It’s Too Late 

 

From David Culp, the author of The Layered Garden 

 

Article HERE  

 
 

How to care for ornamental grasses in the Fall 
 

 

Recommended Reading 

 

From Paul  Bon-

ine, the owner 

of Portland’s 

Xera Plants 

(2009):   “Strik-

ing, mysteri-

ous, sinister, 

and strange all 

describe the 

singular appeal 

of plants with black (or near-black) foliage, flowers, or 

fruit.  For some gardeners, they are curiosities that yield 

a special thrill.  For others, they are invaluable for 

providing contrast with brighter elements. Whatever 

the source of their somber magic, these dusky denizens 

of the plant kingdom are irresistible to anyone drawn to 

nature's more unusual manifestations.”  goodreads.com 
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R. groenlandicum (photo by John & Sally Perkins) 

 
A plant that’s been coming up frequently of late, includ-
ing in the October Portland Chapter presentation:  Rho-
dodendron groenlandicum, reclassified from its former 
inclusion in the genus Ledum—one of the plants Chris 
Southwick from the ARS Nanaimo Chapter calls a “mis-
fit” in the rhododendron family.   Chris created a new 

YouTube video in 2021 called  Virtual Gardening Se-

ries: Rhododendrons: Beauty, Diversity, and Cul-

ture.   It’s a great primer on the species and you can 

view it HERE.   

 

 
 
 

 
 

Portland Japanese Garden is showing 
off its Fall finery. 

 
Click HERE for the gallery.  

  
 

Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 
invites you to  grab your favorite warm beverage, a 
sweater, and a friend!   Fall has arrived and the gar-
den is glowing with tones of yellow, red and orange.  

While you’re at it, click through to the special Fab-
ulous Fall Foliage Supplement to this Novem-

ber newsletter. 

 

 
 

The GARDEN RIOTS BLOG invites us to consider: 

Agapanthus for the Maritime Pacific 
Northwest: Not all of these are well suited 

for us…or are they? 
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https://www.japanesegarden.com/fall-2021/
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https://gardenriots.com/2021/01/11/agapanthus-for-the-maritime-pacific-northwest-not-all-of-these-are-well-suited-for-us/


PORTLAND CHAPTER 

THE AMERICAN  
RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 

 
PO BOX 86424 
PORTLAND OR 97286-0424 
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The Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society 
is registered in Oregon as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Dues and donations are qualified charitable tax deductions.  
 

 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Benefits include chapter meetings, quarterly issues 
of the Journal American Rhododendron Society, plant 
sales and auctions, garden events and more. 
Dues:  $40 per year  
Other membership options  

 ARS STORE 
 
  

OFFICERS  
President:  Steve McCormick 
VP, President Elect:  Steve Hopkins 
Past President:  Caroline Enns 
Secretary:  Steve Hall 
Treasurer:  Dick Cavender 

Membership Co-Chairs:  Steve McCormick and John Stephens    
Contact:  pc.ars@outlook.com  

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Ann Clack, Ray Clack, Dennis O’Malley, David Anderson, 
(through June 30, 2022) 

John Stephens, Andrew Stern, Maria Stewart, 
Mike Stewart, Joanne Turner (through June 30, 2023) 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Rhododendron News is published monthly except July, 
distributed via email. 
Editor:  Steve McCormick  
ssmccormick@outlook.com 
Masthead:  Merilee Mannen  
For print edition, contact Maria Stewart (503) 668-3522 

  

 

 
 
WEBSITE 
www.rhodies.org  
Webmaster:  Andrew Stern 
 

VAN VEEN NURSERY & 
VAN VEEN HERITAGE GARDEN 
vanveennursery@hotmail.com 

(503) 777-1734 

 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS  
RHODODENDRON GARDEN 
Volunteering/Tours/Photoshoots:   
info@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org 

 

Executive Director:  Brandon Baker 
brandon@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org 

 

Operations Manager:  Camilla Van Natter 
camilla@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org 
(503) 267-7509 

 

Friends of Crystal Springs 
FRIENDS ANNUAL PASS 
Donations: Donate  
 

CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN 
Chair:  Dick Cavender 
red@redsrhodies.com 
smithgarden.org 

 
 
 

Portland Chapter Rhododendron Soc & 
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 

http://rhodies.org/
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http://rhodies.org/chapter/pdx_membership.htm
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https://www.crystalspringsgardenpdx.org/friendspass
https://www.crystalspringsgardenpdx.org/donate
mailto:red@redsrhodies.com
http://smithgarden.org/smithgarden.org/Welcome.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/366288423389148
https://www.facebook.com/groups/366288423389148

