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In the September 2021 Issue

Purpose
To encourage interest in
and disseminate information and knowledge
about the genus
Rhododendron.
To provide a medium
through which all persons
interested in the genus
may communicate with
others through education,
scientific studies, meetings, publications, and
other similar activities.

R. ’Cheyenne’ A hybrid by Harold
Greer, to whom this issue is dedicated. (Photo by Don Wallace) In
Hybrid History pp 7-12

Hartwig Schepker, who hosted
the ARS Spring Convention in Bremen Germany, joins the stellar
speaker lineup for the ARS Fall
Into Gardening. p. 17

Meetings
3rd Thursdays,
September-May
When safe again,
chapter meetings will be
held at:
All Saints Episcopal
Church
4033 SE Woodstock
Blvd. Portland
Meetings start at 7 pm
with a social half-hour
preceding the main
meeting. We clean up
and exit by 9:30 pm
For info, contact:
pc.ars@outlook.com

A railroad past and a long-time
dedication to the Western Azalea
by our guest speaker for the
September Program on the
16th. Zoom with us! pp. 4-5
By whom is the fiddle played?
This month in the President’s
Profile pp. 14-16

R. ‘Harold Greer’ – named after the
master. Maria Stewart’s Rhodo-

dendron of the Month p. 13

‘Lackamas Blue’ in your collection?
The Cuttings Exchange is featured again in September. P. 6
(Photo by Harold Greer)
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CALENDAR
Meetings are temporarily
being held on ZOOM

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING
Thursday, September 16
Social time 6:30 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM

Speaker: Dick Cavender
“Rhododendron occidentale:
The Outlaw Species”
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86153706368

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING
Thursday, October 21
Social time 6:30 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM

Speakers: David Anderson
& Andrew Stern

Five Haiku for September
After days of sun
the sudden return of clouds - a welcome abruptness
The bloodgood maple
abandoning movement
The first rain moving in
How the maple’s leaves
vary in shape from one species
to another
A pelting rainstorm
accepting the raindrops
a dainty maple
Shifting maple shadows
Once again their tempo
increasing

“Our Northern Cascade Rhododendrons: Friends and Family”

Peter Kendall

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84885825966

2021 VIRTUAL
ARS FALL CONFERENCE

“Fall into Gardening”
October 23-24
Register: Fall Conference 2021 (mailchi.mp)

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING
Thursday, November 18
Social time 6:30 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM

Speaker: Loree Bohl
“Fearless Gardening”
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86384001949

Nancy Greer with some of Harold’s framed
photographs. (Photo by Mike Stewart)
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President’s Message | September 2021
This issue of Rhododendron News is dedicated to Harold Greer. He spent a lifetime committed to the genus and made immeasurable contributions to the
ARS. We’re fortunate to have had the opportunity to
work with him as a visiting speaker to the Portland
Chapter, a contributor to the newsletter with his featured rhododendrons of the month, his foolproof
fact-checking of plants in the past year’s issues, his
work on many ARS spring conventions and fall regional conferences, and so much more. His photography has been featured in these issues more prominently than any other photographer. Our chapter on
Harold in Hybrid History for September 2021, unfortunately assembled posthumously, identifies some of
his many achievements and accolades. He’ll be
greatly missed.
September is the month for our annual Cuttings Exchange. As we reinterpreted the event to be virtual
last year, this month again we must do without the
fun of browsing through a table full of bags identifying
cuttings that members have brought to the meeting.
Instead, we’ll report the list of cuttings that are contributed by members directly to the Van Veen
Nursery—for generations the “go-to” source for expertise in rooting cuttings. Please submit cuttings of
your own special rhodies and please check the list to
be sure there aren’t rooted cuttings of a variety already available. The process is detailed on the Cuttings Exchange, page 6 in the newsletter.

Times’ In The Garden advice). So please renew early
when you see the mailing—save yourself the prodding! Your membership is greatly appreciated.
Steve McCormick

Young eaglet photographed by Ken Goldman
at Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden.

While you’re in your garden taking cuttings, if you find
yourself thinking about pruning, consider viewing an
excellent tutorial by Don Wallace of Singing Tree
Nursery Gardens—available via a link on the home
page of the ARS Eureka Chapter. It’s a well-described
and handy guide whenever you get the urge.
RENEWAL
Once more referring to ARS Portland Chapter’s past
president Irv Snyder, we acknowledge that the ARS is
an organization “interested in saving the planet, preserving endangered species, living green, enhancing
our lifestyle, creating beauty and enjoying leisure
time”—a common thread among all horticultural enthusiasts. Renewal comes for the ARS during dormancy for much of the plant world. Our membership
campaign follows the summer break devoted to tending and enjoying our gardens. Reviving the Society in
the Fall, when the membership springs to life again, is
like doing our Spring planting in the Fall (see The NY

R. hippophaeoides photographed in his garden
by Portland Chapter VP Steve Hopkins
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September 2021 Program
DICK “RED” CAVENDER
Rhododendron occidentale:
“The Outlaw Species”
Thursday, September 16, 2021
Meeting opens at 6:30pm, Program at 7
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86153706368

Meeting ID: 861 5370 6368
One tap mobile
+12532158782,,86153706368#
Dial option: 253-215-8782

From Dick: “Like many Westerners, R. occidentale is
fiercely independent. It takes great delight in
confounding the taxonomists because it simply does
not obey the rules! Taxonomists expect species to be
fairly uniform but occidentale is extremely variable.
These variations include leaf texture, flower color,
size, shape and an ability to thrive throughout a very
large range of habitats. The one consistent thing is
occidentale’s great fragrance.” Dick will show us
some of the variability of the plants throughout its
range and will show and tell you why you really need
to have a number of these fine plants in your garden.
Dick & Karen are the owners of Red's Rhodies in
Sherwood, Oregon, specializing in Rhododendron
occidentale. Dick has been an avid collector,
hybridizer and grower of Rhododendron occidentale
for about 55 years. He has named and registered a
number of wild collected clones and his hybrids.

R. occidentale “SM 30 is the original
Smith Mossman collector's number.
It is registered as 'Crescent City Gold'”

R. occidentale “2904 is the collector's number,
29th year 4th plant. No official name.”

R. occidentale 'Tatum's Deep Pink'
“…is the registered name of Tom Tatum's
74 #1 a clone from Stagecoach Hill.”
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September 2021 Program

(continued)

The Cavenders grow many selected clones and carry
on a hybridizing program to develop bigger and better
R. occidentale. Their collections include a few Vireya
(tropical) rhododendrons, orchids such as Bletilla,
Dactylorhiza and Pleione and a collection of other
tender plants. Dick has named and registered a
number of Bletilla and Pleione crosses and was
awarded an HCC for Pleione aurita ‘Karen’ by the
American Orchid Society.

The Cavender property encompasses about five acres
of which about half is garden. Another two acres are
dedicated to growing rhododendrons from seed.
Their garden contains some 1000 species and hybrid
Rhododendrons!
Dick also collects Maples,
Magnolias and other flowering trees.
The focus of Red's Rhodies has changed over the
years. Dick’s first love was our native Western Azalea,
R. occidentale, which they encountered on their first
vacation as a married couple. On their second trip to
the area Dick went equipped with a bag and shovel.
One plant was selected for ease of digging and they
still grow that plant. A Christmas gift membership in
the Portland Chapter led to meeting Frank Mossman
and Britt Smith. Almost annual trips were made to
“Occidentale Land.” Mike Oliver and Dick took over
the project 20 years ago. 2021 was the 57th year.

Their garden has been featured on TV programs
including Garden Time TV and Mike Darcy's show.
Dick has written a number of articles for the various
Societies to which they belong. His photos have been
used in books and magazines, and he has presented
lectures
on
numerous
topics
including
rhododendrons and hardy garden orchids.

R. occidentale ‘Big Frilly’ (not registered) 'Leonard
Frisbie' x 'Stage Coach Frills' “I did the cross in the mid
70's and brought the plant to our current home when
we moved in 1979.” Available: Singing Tree Gardens
Dick retired in 2000 after 38 years as freight
Brakeman-Conductor on the Union Pacific Railroad.
He and Karen have been married for 59 years. They
have two children, Glenn & Teresa, and two
granddaughters.

R. occidentale 'Crescent City Double’
“An intraspecific cross between 2 clones
Officially: SM 28-3 X SM 28-2. SM 28-2”

Dick says “Our membership in the ARS has offered us
the opportunity to attend many conventions and
conferences where we have had the pleasure of
meeting many fine people. We have visited six
continents and cruised the coast of the seventh,
Antarctica.” Dick & Karen have been ARS members
since 1969 and are life members of the Portland
Chapter. Dick is the current Treasurer and past
President of the Portland Chapter. Dick was awarded
the ARS Silver Medal and Dick and Karen have both
been awarded Bronze Medals from the chapter.

Steve Hopkins
RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXV, NO. 8 | September 2021 | Page 5

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org

Special Events
2021 CUTTINGS EXCHANGE

cuttings that are not already on the current availability list.

September is our traditional month for the chapter’s annual Cuttings Exchange, which provides
an opportunity to share cuttings of your favorite
rhododendrons with fellow members and
friends, not to mention adding a few to your own
garden along the way. Rare species and hybrids
are encouraged, although more common types
that do well for you are also desirable. Since we
won’t be meeting in-person again this year, we’ll
be offering the program as a virtual event.
For our Virtual Cuttings Exchange, please drop
off your bagged cuttings (2-6 of one variety per
bag, 75 cuttings maximum) at the Van Veen
Nursery—4201 SE Franklin St., Portland, OR
97206. Or mail your cuttings to P.O. Box 86424,
Portland, OR 97286. For UPS or FedEx shipping,
use 4201 SE Franklin St., Portland, OR 97206.
Please identify, indelibly, each bag of cuttings
with your name and the species or hybrid contained. For tips on how to take cuttings and prepare them for delivery to Van Veen, please refer
to the Nursery’s guidance.

R. ‘Naselle’ -- One of the rooted cuttings available for your garden NOW at Van Veen Nursery –
from last year’s member-donated cuttings. Call
Jake to order! Photo by Harold Greer

Please call Jake at Van Veen Nursery (503-7771734) to arrange a time to drop off your cuttings. The nursery is open weekdays, 9am-5pm.
An inventory of the cuttings received by October
31st will be reported to members via email.
Those who have contributed cuttings will be first
to select which of the cuttings they would prefer
to acquire.
In Fall 2022, a notice will be sent to those who
have requested cuttings that they are available
for pickup (at current pricing). An additional
charge will be required to have the cuttings
shipped.
Note: Please refer to this list of garden-ready
rooted cuttings that have not been claimed from
last year’s exchange. These cuttings are available for sale, @$3.50 each, before they are transitioned to the Van Veen inventory after October
31st. We appreciate your submissions of new
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Hybrid History
HAROLD E. GREER
1945-2021
ARS PRESIDENT 1987-1989
ARS GOLD MEDAL 1989

to him as the ultimate authority. Harold was the consummate nurseryman, a renowned author, a celebrated hybridizer, a phenomenal photographer, an
entertaining speaker, and a great friend. He willingly
shared his knowledge, photographs, and expertise
worldwide. He will be missed more than we can possibly comprehend at this time."

EUGENE CHAPTER BRONZE MEDALS: 2X
“Edgar's ace in the hole was his son, Harold, who took
to rhododendrons like a duck takes to water and having a good memory it wasn't long before he could tell
you the parentage of most any rhododendron hybrid
in their planting.” (JARS, January 1966)

The Greers had been involved in rhododendrons for
more than 60 years. Greer Gardens started as a
hobby of Harold’s father, Edgar, whose death in 1972
was the impetus for Harold, as he said, “to make a
business of a hobby.”

Harold Greer at the Eugene Chapter Show.
Winner of seven of 14 silver trophies and awards.
Photo by Dan Morris JARS v21n4 October 1967
We're at a loss to acknowledge the unexpected and
tragic loss of Harold Greer on the evening of August
10th at his home in Eugene, Oregon. He was 76. We
certainly didn’t expect to be publishing this testimonial to Harold, as a noted hybridizer, posthumously.
There will be many tributes. Harold exemplified dedication to a single passion, which, for all our betterment, happened to be rhododendrons.
To quote Rhododendron & Azalea News: "Harold
was an icon. Working with rhododendrons and azaleas since early childhood, he had a depth of
knowledge that few could match. Most of us looked

Edgar and Mrs. Esther Greer
(Photo by Merle Saunders)
The Garden grew into an internationally known mailorder nursery, with up
to 40 employees shipping plants worldwide
on an eventual 14
acres. The property recently transitioned into
a premier senior retirement complex—The Springs at Greer Gardens—
which housed a new residence for Harold and Nancy
and an adjacent rhododendron garden of Harold’s
treasured specimens.
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Hybrid History

(continued)

hit him. “Edgar heard about a large, and good form
of R. ponticum that was near the railroad station in
Eugene and was covered with seed pods. Edgar
helped himself to a few seed pods, took them home
and planted them. Shortly thereafter he was in the
rhododendron business.” The Greers soon filled the
vacant lot next door with rhododendrons, then
sought a larger space and bought a 3–4-acre plot only
a few miles away, which became Greer Gardens.

In 1989, Harold Greer was the youngest person ever
to receive an ARS Gold Medal and the youngest to
serve as a director, then president of the Society. He
was the organizing founder of the Western Regional
Conferences some 39 years ago and was co-chairing
the 2022 convention with Mike Stewart. Harold’s
photos have been published widely, including on the
cover of Smithsonian Magazine.

R. ‘Kimbeth’ (‘Kimberly’ X ‘Elizabeth’)
Photo by Odo Tschetsch,
Deutsche Genbank Rhododendron

R. ‘Anniversary Diamond’
(R. keiskei ‘Yaku Fairy’ (s) X ‘Spinulosum’)
As a hybridizer, Harold was an old hand at a very
young age. He followed in his father’s footsteps. In
the January 1966 issue of JARS, Edgar Greer was featured as “Rhododendron Breeder” in an article by
Merle Saunders. Mr. Saunders had been active in the
rhododendron field for twenty years at that time. He
started the organization in Eugene, which developed
into the Eugene Chapter. He was President of the Eugene Chapter and became a Director of the Society in
April of ‘66. Edgar Greer spent 40 years with the New
York Life Insurance company before retiring and moving to the west. He and his wife Esther, and son Harold, settled in Eugene. Needing plant material for the
new property, Harold’s father started with two Barto
plants (James Barto, 1881-1940) and that’s where Edgar’s case of the very contagious “rhododendronitis”

We had looked forward to the first evening of the
post-tour, following the ARS2022 convention at the
Heathman Lodge, designed to have Harold hosting a
reception at the
Springs at Greer
Gardens. Harold would have
made the perfect host for our
first evening’s
dinner
event
with his combination of a vast
knowledge of
rhododendrons
and his warm
and engaging
style. Although
missing Harold,
we hope still to
offer the reception at The Springs at Greer Gardens.
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Hybrid History

(continued)

R. ‘Perfectly Pink’ (‘Babylon’ X unknown)
Photo by Garth Wedemire
Published
by Timber
Press
1986

R. ‘Hallelujah’
(‘The Honourable Jean Marie de Montague’
X ‘Kimberly’)
Coincidentally all of the hybrids registered in the
Spring 2021 edition of JARS (Journal American Rhododendron Society) were Harold’s: ‘Anniversary Diamond’, ‘Donna Manion’, ‘Fragrant Saffron’, ‘Our
First’, ‘Soft Shimmer’, and ‘Very Berry’. (Note: member log-in required to view.)

Dr. David L. Goheen receives the Gold Medal Award
from ARS President Harold Greer,
Williamsburg, Virginia, May 13, 1988.

Offshoot Publications, 3rd edition 1996
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Hybrid History

(continued)

R. ‘Very Berry’ (‘Trude Webster’ X The
Honourable Jean Marie de Montague’)
R. ‘Trude Webster’
(‘Countess of Derby’ X ‘Countess of Derby’)

Harold receiving the ARS Gold Medal, April 1989

R. ‘Donna Manion’ (R. degronianum ssp.
yakushimanum X ‘Sir Charles Lemon’)

Your Rhododendron News editor is especially indebted to Harold for proofreading each issue prior to
publication to be sure the rhododendrons were all
correctly identified and depicted. In the August issue,
which was published on the 10th, he suggested a
photo change for one of the rhodies. “All looks fine
except the picture of ‘Rose Elf’. While the picture I do
not doubt is a picture of ‘Rose Elf’ it is not in the slightest bit representative of that hybrid. You can certainly use the picture, but a more representative picture is attached.” So, what you saw on page 12 of the
Hybrid History on Ben Lancaster was Harold’s substitution. He was invaluable on plant ID. It was imbued
in him at an early age.

R. ‘Soft Shimmer’ deciduous azalea:
‘Homebush’ (s) X ‘Anna Pavlova’
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Hybrid History

The Springs at Greer Gardens
An extensive list of 124 hybrids associated with the
name Greer was compiled for us by Sharon McDonald, RHS International Registrar.

(continued)

The Greers were featured in an article about closing
Greer Gardens in July of 2015. Nursery Uprooting

R. ‘Blue Lagoon’ (‘Purple Splendor’ X ‘Arthur Bedford’) Photo by Dennis McKiver
R. ‘Warm Glow’ (R. dichroanthum X unknown) x Vida

Rhododendrons trucked from Greer Gardens to the
Eugene ARS Show (Valley River Center) 1989

R. ‘Platinum Pearl’ (‘Trude Webster’ X
fortunei ssp. discolor) Photo by Steve Henning
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Hybrid History

(continued)

Harold attended the December 2020 meeting of the
Portland Chapter to offer his “member slides” for that
annual theme. His presentation concluded with a
four-minute Christmas-themed video of plants and
remembrances of past rhododendron notables. A recap of the slide program was featured in the January
2021 chapter newsletter (pp 5-6). A selection of
screen shots taken during the presentation is HERE.
And an edited video of the chapter meeting, with Harold’s production, is available for viewing HERE.

The first rhododendron obtained by the Greers,
“from a long-gone casual nursery in Eugene”

Harold and Nancy celebrate their
51st wedding anniversary.

R. ‘Black Magic’ (‘Jean Marie de Montague’ X ‘Leo’)
Photo by Bill Stipe

Nancy Greer posted on her Facebook page: “In lieu
of flowers, donations can be made to the Research
Foundation of the American Rhododendron Society
or to The
Rhododendron Species
Foundation.
I will post
his memorial service
when a date
is set."
R. ‘Harold
Greer’
(‘Very Berry’
x ‘Horizon
Monarch’)
Farewell, Harold. Thanks for everything.

R. ‘Fragrant Saffron’
(unnamed R. luteum hybrid X unknown)

All hybrids pictured are by Greer.
Photos by Harold Greer unless otherwise noted.
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Maria Stewart’s Rhododendron of the Month

In Honor of a Great Man,
a Beautiful Rhododendron with The Perfect Name:
Rhododendron ‘Harold Greer’

Photos by Harold Greer

A few months ago, Harold presented us with his namesake rhododendron that we now proudly have in our
garden. It will always be a reminder of our good friend,
his generosity, and his ability to create excellent rhododendrons. This rhododendron has a very strong structure with vibrantly colored trusses. Its habit is upright
with vigorous branching. Although we have not seen
our new plant bloom yet, it is obvious that the structure
will proudly hold up its large blossoms.

picotee margins. The calyx is pale yellow with deep purplish-pink stripes. It will bloom in early May in western
Oregon and is rated to 0o F.
Enjoy this wonderful plant, hold dear the memories of
Harold Greer, and cherish the many contributions to the
world of rhododendrons that he gave to us.

When Harold hybridized his namesake, he chose two
parents with good growth habit and handsome leaves:
(R. ‘Very Berry x R. ‘Horizon Monarch’) With these
two exceptional parents, R. ‘Harold Greer’ is a plant you
must have.
The seed parent, R. ‘Very Berry’, another Greer hybrid,
is known for its large, deep fir-green leaves that thickly
cover the plant. ‘Gigantic’ is the word Harold used to
describe these 10-inch-long leaves. In our experience
growing this commercially, it withstood both cold and
heat extremes. R. ‘Very Berry’ should take -10o F.
The pollen parent, R. ‘Horizon Monarch’, is known for its
very large trusses of pale greenish-yellow corollas with
a vivid red flare. Again, Harold was working toward creating a magnificent hybrid that displayed both large
leaves and large flowers.
R. ‘Harold Greer’ will display ball trusses of 10 corollas
with very wavy-edged lobes, deep purplish pink in bud,
opening inside pale yellow, with deep purplish pink

Young ‘Harold Greer’ foliage in the Stewart Garden
Photo by Mike Stewart
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President’s Profile
DENNIS O’MALLEY
ARS PORTLAND CHAPTER MEMBER SINCE 2008
PRESIDENT, PORTLAND CHAPTER, 2016-2018
PORTLAND CHAPTER BRONZE MEDAL 2018

Dennis grew up in northeastern Iowa and remembers
helping his father with the vegetable garden—a likely
source of his early horticultural interests. He moved to
Portland in 1970 to attend Reed College, where he majored in philosophy and had early exposure to adjacent
Crystal Springs. After graduation, he returned to Iowa
to take some additional math and biology courses. Before even starting classes there, he met soon-to-be
graduating Jean when he applied for a job in the fruit fly
genetics lab where Jean worked. Dennis claims that
both he and Jean retain the ability to distinguish male
from female fruit flies on the rim of a beer mug with the
naked eye—though he admits that “now he would need
his bifocals.”

Dennis O’Malley recently retired and is enjoying the
extra time to pursue his two avid interests—
rhododendrons and music.
R. ‘Starbright Champagne’

South garden of the O’Malley property
On the rhododendron side, Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden (CSRG) was a strong early influence. Dennis and his wife, Jean, found themselves visiting the Garden frequently after they returned in 1978 to the Portland area from Boston where Jean had pursued a career
in biological research and Dennis had worked for a wine
merchant. Their CSRG outings on Sunday mornings
consisted of enjoying coffee and fresh pastries from a
nearby bakery on a blanket spread out in a favorite spot
in the Garden. They’d go weekly to enjoy the season of
bloom from early to late.

R. ‘Klondyke’

From the University of Iowa, they moved to Boston
where Jean did medical research at a facility associated
with Harvard teaching hospitals and Dennis worked for
a wine importer/retailer. The backstory: Dennis wandered into a quality wine store in Harvard Square and
met the two managers. On suggesting he might be interested in working for them, admitting he had no experience in the wine trade, they put him to the test. When
asked to identify the best bottle of wine he had ever
had, Dennis remembered an earlier experience in Portland. As a freshman at Reed, his roommate had been
good friends with an employee at L’Auberge, one of
Portland’s finest restaurants at the time. As a staff
member, the friend received food and wine credits,
which he needed help redeeming before he moved
away after graduation. Dennis and his roommate were
able to assist in putting the credits to good use on a
memorable evening that lasted long after closing time.
Dennis remembered quite distinctly his favorite wine
that night had been an excellent Cabernet Sauvignon
from Ridge Vineyards. That answer landed him the job.
Dennis still retains two bottles he brought to Portland
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President’s Profile
from Boston. When he asked his manager when he
should drink them, he was told “on the day before you
die.”

R. ‘Powder Snow’
Portland beckoned and Dennis and Jean headed back
from Boston in 1978, marrying in Iowa on the way. Dennis had decided to pursue a career in law and graduated
from Lewis & Clark in 1981. Jean subsequently obtained
her master’s degree in Public Health and has worked at
various medical research organizations—including the
Oregon Primate Center, OHSU, and OCHIN, where she is
still employed and loves her work. Dennis initially
worked for firms specializing in labor law and went out
on his own in 1985. He specialized in representing injured workers in workers’ compensation cases.

(continued)

When attending workers’ comp hearings in Eugene in
the 80’s, Dennis discovered Greer Gardens and acquired
a number of deciduous azaleas there. Much later, in
2008, he wanted to replace a deciduous yellow azalea
that had died. Greer didn’t have it in stock and he came
across Van Veen Nursery in his search. Even though the
business was wholesale, and she didn’t have the replacement in stock, Kathy Van Veen invited him in for a
tour of the nursery. They ended up chatting for two
hours while Kathy showed him the greenhouses and
plants and demonstrated all manner of extreme recycling. Kathy made sure Dennis left with applications for
both the Portland Chapter of the ARS and Friends of
Crystal Springs. Dennis Joined both, started getting the
newsletter, and began attending meetings in 2010.
Dennis remembers Dick Cavender and Bob MacArthur
making him feel especially welcome. It didn’t take long
for Dennis to become a board member, then Vice President, leading to his term as President from 2016-2018,
during which time the chapter was in the process of accepting the bequest from Kathy to take over the Van
Veen Nursery following her death.

R. ‘Klondyke’ (de Rothschild hybrid)

R. ‘Super Dog’

Dennis and Jean raised three kids, now in their 30’s and
all living in Portland. Dennis manages to nurture nearly
100 rhodies and azaleas on their city lot—”more hybrids
than species.” He goes through “enthusiasms” as he
calls it when asked for his favorites. Early on he had a
special fondness for orange Klondyke azaleas. Then it
was R. ‘Starbright Champagne’ (he has three – all above
5’). Recently he’s enamored with R. ‘Super Dog’—"everything outsized, big, fast-growing.” And he’s crazy
about R. ‘Powder Snow’—“great leaf, with white tomentum and cinnamon indumentum.”
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President’s Profile

(continued)

Dennis and Rilke
On the music side, his other hobby is playing fiddle in a
four-person Irish band—Kinvara. Pre-covid, the band
sometimes played at small pubs, farmers markets, and
wineries. Dennis had developed an interest in Irish music in the late ‘70’s and ‘80s when Portland was a “hot
bed” for the genre. Two prominent musicians from Ireland moved to Portland, which attracted appearances
by the best performers of Irish Music. He started learning to play “late” (in his mid-30’s) having had minimal
experience with clarinet and guitar in school. His
mother had an old high school violin, with a crack in it,
and planned to glue the violin to a wall as an art piece.
Dennis repaired the cracked violin and took group lessons at the Community Music Center in southeast Portland. His sole object was to have fun. Kinvara has a Facebook page and has released two CD’s. His fellow musicians include Mark Masterson on the penny whistle,
Sue Davis on mandolin, guitar, and Irish drum, and Grant
Crowley on guitar.

R. ‘Vulcan’ & Ceanothus ‘Concha’ (Mountain Lilac)

In his recent retirement Dennis has been volunteering
at Crystal Springs on Wednesday mornings from 9amNoon. He finds the work very satisfying and highly recommends it—"if you don’t mind weeding and mulching
to make a bed look good!”
Rhododendron photos by Dennis O’Malley
Dennis and Jean

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXV, NO. 8 | September 2021 | Page 16

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org

Upcoming Events

2021 Virtual
ARS Fall Conference
“Fall into Gardening”
October 23-24
Hosted by the Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society and the Nanaimo Rhododendron
Society in partnership with the Vancouver Island
Master Gardeners
SATURDAY
Hartwig Schepker, Germany
Sichuan: A Plantsman’s Paradise
Shannon Berch, BC
Living Soils
David Sellars, BC
From Rhododendrons to Rock Gardening
Don Hyatt, VA
A Walk in the Woods

SUNDAY
David Millais, UK
Conservation of Heritage Rhodos
Linda Chalker-Scott, WA
Landscape Mulches
Richard Dionne, QC
Growing Rhododendrons in Québec
Don Wallace, CA
Fragrant Rhododendrons

Plans are going full speed ahead for the ARS
Spring Convention, celebrating the (belated)
75th anniversary of the Society.
As you can see by exploring the WEBSITE,
we plan to duplicate most, if not all, of the
elements that were in place for the
postponed 2020 convention.
Assuming Covid is under control by then,
we’ll be enjoying the company of our fellow ARS
members with a variety of meetings at the
Heathman Lodge and bus tours of featured area
gardens in addition to optional
Pre- and Post- Tours.

The only requirement to attend is to

register with Mailchimp at:
https://mailchi.mp/9151e79e2a98/fall-conference-2021
to receive background information, links, etc.
Conference details HERE

A promotional video of the convention
is posted on YouTube
Registration opens November 1st
We hope you plan on attending!
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In Our Gardens

New faces at Crystal Springs
When next you visit one of Portland’s finest horticultural attractions, say hello to the new Operations Manager, Camilla VanNatter (pronounced like “Camellia”).
Camilla comes to Crystal
Springs from her most recent
work at Portland Japanese Garden, where she demonstrated
excellent customer service by
assisting in the oversight of the
day-to-day operations of admissions, while supporting operations managers and collaborating with other garden departments. Camilla will be
there to greet visitors at the
Crystal Springs gatehouse from
Saturdays through Wednesdays. Her staff includes Ripley Bailey, Alea Brager, Hilary Spray, and Dylan Weiss. She reports to Brandon
Baker, Executive Director.

Photos by Ken Goldman
Become a member of Friends of Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden! Your membership helps support
the care and maintenance of the garden throughout
the year.
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Before you go…
WELCOME NEW PORTLAND CHAPTER MEMBERS

Lynn Bredfeldt & Carey Haider
Recommended Reading
Opens to Members September 8
Open to the public: September 15

Log in or JOIN

Garden Riots provides a great write-up
and review: “This book
helps ‘explain’ ‘Where
did that come from?’
when we consider some
of the botanical ‘solutions’ that surround us
today, seemingly disconnected inventions of
the plant world.”

A special treat.
Larix decidua ‘Pendula’ In the Stewart Garden
Photo by recent visitor Don Wallace of
Singing Tree Gardens Nursery

Enjoy an excellent eastern perspective on rhododendrons from Connor Ryan, Rhododendron Collections
Manager at Holden Parks & Gardens. Connor formerly
worked with Steve Krebs (ARS Great Lakes Chapter) at
the David A. Leach Research Station. You’ll remember
Steve from his visit to the chapter in February of 2019.
Connor’s lecture on YouTube is well worth a visit.

Jim Schomaker has been a professional photographer
for years; Jay Raney has been taking photos for decades
as an amateur. They both love gardening and met volunteering at Bush Park in Salem. The ARS Willamette
Chapter has created an artistic video of their photos
taken at Smith Garden. Thanks to Mary Ellen Ramseyer,
Willamette newsletter editor, who offers us the opportunity to share the video at the Portland Chapter meeting on the 16th. Don’t miss it!

Photo taken in Cecil & Molly Smith Garden
by Jim Schomaker
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PORTLAND CHAPTER
THE AMERICAN
RHODODENDRON SOCIETY
PO BOX 86424
PORTLAND OR 97286-0424
http://rhodies.org/

The Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society
is registered in Oregon as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Dues and donations are qualified charitable tax deductions.
MEMBERSHIP
Benefits include chapter meetings, quarterly issues
of the Journal American Rhododendron Society, plant
sales and auctions, garden events and more.
Dues: $40 per year
Other membership options
ARS STORE
OFFICERS
President: Steve McCormick
VP, President Elect: Steve Hopkins
Past President: Caroline Enns
Secretary: Steve Hall
Treasurer: Dick Cavender
Membership Co-Chairs: Steve McCormick and John Stephens
Contact: pc.ars@outlook.com
BOARD MEMBERS
Ann Clack, Ray Clack, Dennis O’Malley, David Anderson,
(through June 30, 2022)
John Stephens, Andrew Stern, Maria Stewart,
Mike Stewart, Joanne Turner (through June 30, 2023)
NEWSLETTER
Rhododendron News is published monthly except July,
distributed via email.
Editor: Steve McCormick
ssmccormick@outlook.com
Masthead: Merilee Mannen
For print edition, contact Maria Stewart (503) 668-3522

WEBSITE
www.rhodies.org
Webmaster: Andrew Stern
VAN VEEN NURSERY &
VAN VEEN HERITAGE GARDEN
vanveennursery@hotmail.com
(503) 777-1734
CRYSTAL SPRINGS
RHODODENDRON GARDEN
Volunteering/Tours/Photoshoots:
info@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org
Executive Director: Brandon Baker
brandon@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org
Operations Manager: Camilla Van Natter
camilla@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org
(503) 267-7509
Friends of Crystal Springs:
GARDEN MEMBERSHIPS
Donations: Donate
CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN
Chair: Dick Cavender
red@redsrhodies.com
smithgarden.org
Portland Chapter Rhododendron Soc &
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden

