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In this June 2021 Issue
Purpose
To encourage interest in
and disseminate information and knowledge
about the genus
Rhododendron.
To provide a medium
through which all persons
interested in the genus
may communicate with
others through education,
scientific studies, meetings, publications, and
other similar activities.

R. ‘Papaya Punch’ in the collection of our President’s Profile for June. pp. 15-16

Maria Stewart’s highly decorated rhody for June. p. 14
(Photo by Loyd Newcomb)

Meetings
Chapter meetings are
held on 3rd Thursdays,
September-May.

All Saints Episcopal
Church
4033 SE Woodstock
Blvd. Portland
Meetings start at 7 pm
with a social half-hour
preceding the main
meeting. We clean up
and exit by 9:30 pm

The Portland Chapter honors
one of its own – Bronze p. 18

Nova Scotia retreats from the
ice age and produces sensational
rhododendron gardens p. 6

For info, contact:
pc.ars@outlook.com

Warren Berg saw Visiting Angels at the end of a luminous career-- Hybrid History pp.8-13

Part of an illustrious lineup for
the virtual ARS Fall Conference October 23-24 p. 7

…and more!
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CALENDAR
September 16, 2021
Regular chapter meeting
Social time 6:30 PM
Meeting 7:00 PM
Speaker: TBD

Rhododendron Species
Symposium 2021
June 25, 2021 - June 27, 2021
Friday - Sunday
ZOOM Event

2021 Virtual
ARS Fall Conference

“Fall into Gardening”

No matter which way
you turn, rhododendrons
on every hand
The patter of rain
amplifying the jazz
from the stereo
Not a breath of wind
A leaf's recoil from a drop
of precipitation
Awaiting a breeze
those chimes on the tree expressing
the sound of silence
Casting a glance
from maple to maple
the meandering eye
The well-tended bonsai
With a suspension of disbelief
perfectly natural
Peter Kendall

October 23-24

The Do-It-Yourself Rain Garden

ARS 2022
From
Loree
Bohl,
Danger
Garden

Spring International Convention
Portland-Vancouver, May 4-8, 2022
Website: ars2022.org
YouTube Video Introduction

INFO contact: pc.ars@outlook.com

All gardeners know better than other gardeners.
– Chinese proverb
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President’s Message | June 2021
As we come to the close of an unusual season of virtual
meetings and “social distancing”—ready to take our
summer breaks and delve even more deeply into our
gardens—we must acknowledge what a draw rhododendron culture has for special people. Having profiled
ten individual members (or couples), September thru
June, it’s such a delight to learn more of an in-depth
view of what we’re about. In September it was David
Anderson and Andrew Stern, intrepid hikers into the native rhododendron environs; in October it was Arek &
Mariola Mazur “IT and artistry”; in November it was Tom
& Merilee Mannen—she the talented source of our new
newsletter masthead; in December it was Kathy & Roger
Lintault, creators of the magnificent hilltop garden outside of McMinnville; in January it was Barry Kast, especially interested in Vireyas, a theme which recurred frequently into 2021; in February it was Bill Zanze,City of
Portland horticulturalist dedicated to the Himalayan
Cloud Forest Garden in Washington Park; in March it
was Mark Kimball & Lisa Volpel, with lots of chapter connections through the years; in April it was Jeffrey Temple & Jennifer Olson-Temple, with the new Rocky Knoll
Farm enterprise selling rhododendrons; in May it was
Karen Hanson, living in Boomtown; and this month it’s
Lois Sturdivant with her artful curation of hundreds of
rhodies. The feeling is that I could drop a line anywhere
and come up with a “keeper”—a chapter member/couple having an interesting background and a common
love of plants.
So, thanks to all—whether members, associates,
friends, or others interested in keeping up with the Portland Chapter—for your unique charms. The All Saints
Episcopal Church has offered to welcome us back in-person(!) with open arms in September—program t.b.d.
We hope to offer a Zoom component for those who
might need, or prefer, to watch on-screen at home. We
are greatly looking forward to ending the next season
with the postponed 2020 ARS Spring Convention, and
belated 75th anniversary, at the Heathman Lodge (mark
your calendars: May 4-8, 2022). May we all be healthy,
vaccinated, and finding ourselves in an environment
where we can enjoy each other’s company on tour
buses and banquet halls. No more virtual hugs!

In this June issue, the last before our July hiatus, I invite
you to immerse yourself in the assembled writings and
images that paint a picture, albeit with a light brush, of
the contributions of one of the rhododendron hybridizing greats—Warren Berg. As I mention in the introduction, there could be a book written on all of his accomplishments. Do click through on some of the links—
great material. We also recap Ron Rabideau’s survey of
his favorite rhodies at the May meeting; we
acknowledge the Nova Scotia team for producing the
excellent virtual spring convention; and we identify
other wonderful events ahead.
Great people past and present – thanks for being among
them. Speaking of which…
The annual business meeting of the ARS Portland Chapter was held at the outset of the Zoom meeting on
Thursday, May 20. The following were elected to these
positions as nominated: Steve Hopkins, PresidentElect; John Stephens, Andrew Stern, Maria Stewart, and
Mike Stewart board members for two-year terms beginning July 1, 2021. We’re also pleased to have presented
the Portland Chapter’s Bronze Medal Award to the very
deserving Steve Kaminski.

Our masthead this month is courtesy of Portland Chapter member Luurt Nieuwenhuis, who was Managing Editor of the Newsletter in May of 2007. This was his fine
effort “to spice up the appearance.”
Irv Snyder was president of the chapter at the time,
whose message “Let’s Set the Rhodies on Fire” encouraged us to spread the passion of rhododendrons, still
ringing true today: “We are interested in saving the
planet, preserving endangered species, living green, enhancing our lifestyle, creating beauty and enjoying leisure time. Let’s get others involved!”

Ken Webb, departing ARS President, in his annual report
to the Board of Directors. said: “Rhododendrons are
the best things to grow. I guess that is why they attract
all the best people.” And a line that keeps coming up
that I couldn’t say better: “It’s the rhododendrons that
bring us to the ARS and the people that keep us coming
back.”
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May Meeting Highlights
that he describes his rhododendron favorites with great
ease and eloquence.
In his introduction, Ron lamented that there are too few
hybrids available at retail, especially excellent new varieties. It’s difficult to introduce them into the trade and
their numbers are still decreasing.

On the evening of May 20, Ron Rabideau connected via
Zoom from his home in New Jersey to treat members of
the Portland Chapter and others to a gallery of favorite
rhododendrons from his work at RareFind, where he
was nursery manager. Ron is ARS Philadelphia chapter
president and newly elected Eastern Regional Vice President of the ARS, taking the place of Bill Meyers who has
just started his two-year term as president of the ARS.
There’s an interesting connection between RareFind
and our Hybrid History subject for June—Warren Berg.
Hank Schannen, founder of Rare Find, and Berg were
good friends. In our article, Hank is quoted from the RSF
2007 Yearbook, which was dedicated to Warren Berg on
his passing. Hank even named a hybrid after the hospice
firm that took care of Berg—Visiting Angels.

R. ‘Dawn’s Early Light’ by Hank Schannen. “Dawn is the
name of one of Hank’s daughters.”
A self-described “plant fiend,” Ron is so literate with
rhododendron hybridizers, plant habits, crosses, etc.

Mike Stewart offered Van Veen Nursery as a source of
cuttings for some of those Ron presented and Ron encouraged contacting him direct to pursue cuttings from
others. Ron offered a link to his hybridizing group:
rhodo@groups.io and provided us with a Plant List for
reference and mentioned that many of the favorites he
identified are not registered and, rather, are “garden
names.” Here’s a sample:

R. ‘Absolute Gaga’ (‘Horizon Lakeside’ x ‘Ada Lohr’)
“’Ada Lohr’ makes a good parent in crosses, has been in
tissue culture at Briggs.” The photo of Ron in the May
issue was taken in front of ‘Ada Lohr’.

R. ‘Pink Stilettos’ – R. makinoi x R. maximum “Early
blooms, very tough, narrow leaves, indestructible.
makinoi should be used more often in hybridizing.”
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May Meeting Highlights

(continued)

R. ‘Love Child’ by Schannen (‘Wild Affair’ by Greer
x ‘Kristin Marie’) “Sparky color with a fun name.”
R. ‘Brio’ (‘Furnival’s Daughter’ x ‘Powell Glass’)
from Jane Kunic, Pittsburgh breeder “Love the
convex leaves, like R. brachycarpum.”

R. ‘Yellow
Baby’
“Super-fast
grower, great
commercial
plant as big
plant in landscape —not a
baby, and not
yellow!

R.
‘Lumos’ (“a spell to generate light,” from Harry Potter)
“Love the way it glows in back light.”

R. ‘Helsinki University’ (Ron’s favorite of the Finnish hybrids) x R. ‘Kilimanjaro’ – “Never leaf spotting or insect
damage, late bloomer.”

R. ‘Visiting Angels’ named for Warren Berg’s hospice
organization. Hank Schannen taking photo.
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Nova Scotia Convention Highlights

The ARS committee of Ken Webb, Bill Meyers, Dave
Banks, Linda Derkach, Jim Sharpe, Rebecca Lancaster,
and Danielle Lemieux (IT Zoom expert) produced a masterful array of audio and video components for an outstanding four-day virtual meeting, June 3-6. 160+ ARS
members were registered, so attendance at the online
sessions was excellent.

Freeman Patterson describing his garden. “I learned by
gosh and by golly.”

Gerald Gloade was the first of a lineup of extremely talented and interesting speakers presented over the four
days.
He’s a member of the
Mi’kmaq,
who settled
Nova Scotia
13,300 years
ago following
the “Wisconsin Glaciation” retreat.

Ken Cox, speaking from Glendoick in Scotland, referring
to the time he spent with Harold Greer and Ted Van
Veen in Portland as a 17-year-old.

Todd Boland, presenting rhododendrons in Newfoundland, describing R. ‘Minas Grand Pre’ “the premiere rhododendron to come out of Nova Scotia—beautiful
round foliage (williamsianum influence)” with R. vaseyi
on the right.

Jack Looye, with his hybrid R. ‘Golden Horseshoe’ at the
Kentville Research Station. Jack was awarded the 2021
ARS Gold Medal along with John Weagle and Ann Mangels. The 2020 Gold Medal Awards went to Glen Jamieson and Chris Callard. ARS Silver Medals for 2021
were awarded to June Bouchard & John Deniseger, and
Sherla Bertelmann. 2020 Silver Medals were awarded
to Art & Susan Lightburn, Nan Ray, and Dennis Bottemiller.

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXV, NO. 6 | June 2021 | Page 6

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org

Upcoming Special Events

2021 Virtual
ARS Fall Conference
“Fall into Gardening”
October 23-24
Hosted by the Mount Arrowsmith Rhododendron Society and the Nanaimo Rhododendron
Society in partnership with the Vancouver Island Master Gardeners
SATURDAY
Hartwig Schepker, Germany
Sichuan: A Plantman’s Paradise
Shannon Berch, BC
Living Soils
David Sellars, BC
From Rhododendrons to Rock Gardening
Don Hyatt, VA
A Walk in the Woods

Rhododendron Species Symposium 2021
June 25, 2021 - June 27, 2021
Friday - Sunday
ZOOM Event
Participate in a weekend of exploration into the world
of rhododendrons! Hear from local and international
experts on a wide range of topics, from plant hunting to
vireyas to the creation of a centralized Rhododendron research community.
The Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden will host
its annual symposium virtually, featuring a peak bloom
garden tour facilitated by Executive Director and Curator Steve Hootman.
•

SUNDAY
David Millais, UK
Conservation of Heritage Rhodos
Linda Chalker-Scott, WA
Landscape Mulches
Richard Dionne, QC
Growing Rhododendrons in Québec
Don Wallace, CA
Fragrant Rhododendrons

•

•

•

The New Zealand ex situ Rhododendron
Conservation Project – Dr. Susan Elizabeth
Gardiner Davies, President of the New
Zealand Rhododendron Association
The Rhododendron Research Network –
Dr. Juliana Medeiros, Research Scientist at
the Holden Arboretum and co-founder of
the Rhododendron Research Network
Companion Plant Rarities from the Far
Reaches by Kelly Dodson and Sue Milliken
– Proprietors of Far Reaches Farm and
Botanical Conservancy
The 2019 Expedition to south Yunnan and
Guangxi by Steve Hootman – Executive Director and Curator of the Rhododendron
Species Botanical Garden

Tickets: $85 Members; $110 non-Members

The only requirement to attend is to

Register HERE

register with Mailchimp at:
https://mailchi.mp/9151e79e2a98/fall-conference-2021
to receive background information, links, etc.
Conference details HERE
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Hybrid History
WARREN BERG
(1923-2006)
ARS Gold Medal 1989

“His signature use of ‘Bee’ offered a large number of
naming variations. R. keiskei ‘Yaku Fairy ‘ was his favored pollen parent along with R. degronianum ssp. yakushimanum ‘Exbury Form’. His interest evolved from
elepidote hybrid, specifically smaller growing indumented hybrids, to species,. And in later years he began growing large-leaved rhododendrons when he realized how favorable the conditions were on Hood Canal,
where he had his famous destination garden.
“Warren lived a stone’s throw from June Sinclair and
they were lifelong friends. She cared for him in his last
few declining years. And they had a treasure trove of
memories between them.”
--Hank Schannen

Warren Berg, 1961
(Photo: Pacific Coast Rhododendron Story)
Where to begin to represent Warren Berg, his significance, his hybrids? Quoting Hank Schannen (founder of
RareFind Nursery), Warren is “one of the giant personalities in rhododendrons over the past 40 years” (RSF
Yearbook, 2007). He was a legendary plantsman with a
garden “regularly visited by the most important and influential rhododendron experts from around the
world.” His accolades could fill a book.

His “day job.” Warren Berg was a major airline pilot
and was required to retire in 1983, at age 60, while a
Captain flying 747’s for Northwest Airlines. We had the
opportunity to interview a fellow pilot, Hal Newton, who
retired in 2004, himself by then a 747 captain. He was
flying 707’s with Warren when the airline was still called
Northwest Orient (Warren as captain, Hal as First Officer). Hal has great memories of flying the Pacific route
with Warren on their roundtrips from Seattle to Tokyo,
then on to other points in SE Asia. Hal remembers Warren as “a real gentleman. It was a treat to work with
him.” They shared a love of rhododendrons, a topic that
kept the conversation going during the ten-hour flights.
“Warren always had something going on with his rhododendrons.” Hal recalls Warren speaking of spending a
week of his time off, solo, climbing the steep rocky
hillside of an extinct volcano on the Japanese island of
Kyushu in search of a rhododendron that only existed
there. Hal remembers photos of it—"bluish, looking like
an azalea.“ Hal was jealous that he hadn’t taken the
trip, too. Hal complimented Warren for not “becoming
cranky” as apparently many pilots did over time.

R. keiskei ‘Yaku Fairy’ (Photo: Kenneth Cox)
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Hybrid History

Warren Berg’s method of naming of rhododendrons is
an interesting story. Again, quoting Hank Schannen:
“Warren’s signature use of ‘Bee’ as part of any name he
put on a plant started about 1970. He used this because
it could be identified with his last name and it offered a
large number of naming variations. Warren was later to
become a serious beekeeper. I was never sure if he had
an earlier interest in beekeeping or if he became a beekeeper as a result of the bee names.”

(continued)

R. ‘Crater’s Edge’ (Photo by Ron Rabideau)
Rhododendron & Azalea News, v9n4 by Fred Whitney:
“With a great sense of loss, the rhododendron world is
saddened by the death of Warren E. Berg, one of the
great plantsmen of this century, on May 17, 2006. He
died of lung cancer in his Port Ludlow home in the company of his family and a hospice caregiver. Warren was
born December 22, 1923, in Enumclaw, Washington,
where he was schooled, earned the Eagle Scout honor
(the first in Enumclaw -- he was rightfully proud), and
attended the University of Washington. He and Patricia
Elarth were married in 1945 and were a devoted couple
until Pat’s death in 2005. He served as a U.S. Navy
bomber pilot in World War II after which he was a commercial pilot with Northwest Airlines for 35 years before
retiring.

R. ‘Ginny Gee’ from Nanaimo Chapter’s The Rhodomentum: NewsSep2017.pdf (nanaimorhodos.ca)
“The one departure from the “Bee” name was ‘Ginny
Gee.’ He had already decided to use ‘Patty Bee’ (named
for his wife) for his fine yellow ‘Yaku Fairy’ hybrid. He
was ready to name a second ‘Yaku Fairy’ hybrid and
knew that my wife’s nickname was “Ginny Gee.” He
liked the fact that it rhymed with Patty Bee, asked permission to use it, and the rest is history. As part of the
program at an ARS meeting, he had everyone write
down as many “Bee” names as they could think of, then
collected the results. When I accused him of “cheating”
in gathering good names, he had a good laugh!”
--Hank Schannen

R. mucronulatum ‘Berg’s Best’ (Kathy Lintault garden)
Whitney: “Warren was an ardent plant hunter/expedition leader (primarily of rhododendrons) in China, Japan, South Korea, Sikkim, Tibet, and Bhutan, bringing
back plant materials for introductions into his noted
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Hybrid History
garden on Hood Canal, Washington, as well as other
rhododendron gardens around the world. More than
900 accessions were forwarded to the Rhododendron
Species Botanical Garden in Federal Way, Washington. Among the most important donations to the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden (RSBG) are:
R. keiskei 'Yaku Fairy', R. mucronulatum 'Crater's Edge',
R. bhutanense, R. kesangiae, R. bureavoides, R. wiltonii,
R. hodgsonii affinity, R. flinckii, R. simiarum, R. wasonii affinity, and R. wightii.

R. ‘Golden Princess’
“Among his registered hybrids are: 'Berg's Bonnie Bee',
'Berg's Queen Bee', 'Berg's Yellow', 'Ginny Gee', 'Golden
Bee', 'Golden Princess', 'Honey Bee', 'Jan Bee', 'June Bee'
'King Bee', 'Patty Bee', 'Peter Bee', 'Too Bee', 'Wanna
Bee', 'Wee Bee', and 'Whid Bee'.

(continued)

Rhododendron Gardens, noted: "He is in good company...the heavenly gardens just keep getting more
beautiful!"
--Fred Whitney

ARS Gold Medal Winner JARS v43n4 - Gold Medal
Award: Warren Berg (vt.edu) “Few members have contributed so much to so many over so long a period as
you have. Your ability and industry in identifying and
collecting many important rhododendron species have
added immeasurably to the knowledge of the genus for
plant lovers the world over. Your willingness to share
this knowledge by articles, lectures, and plant donations
makes your contributions truly unique and beneficial. The Officers and Members of the American Rhododendron Society gratefully award the Gold Medal to
Warren E. Berg” (4/29/1989)

“Warren was a life member of the American Rhododendron Society and received its highest honor, the Gold
Medal, for his service to the genus Rhododendron. He
was likewise honored/recognized by the award of the
Royal Horticulture Society's Loder Rhododendron
Cup. He was a generous donor to individuals as well as
a leader in the Society and the Rhododendron Species
Foundation. Warren produced and gave many programs of his travels and rhododendrons to ARS chapters
as well as regional/convention meetings.
“With the age of computers, Warren ‘jumped in with
both feet.’ While others ‘upgraded’ every few years,
Warren upgraded every few months. He was an avid
supporter of the Port Ludlow Computer Club and established a scholarship for the members of that
group. Warren also enjoyed beekeeping, archery, skiing, photography, and rock collecting.
“Warren was a true Renaissance man! Many will miss
him...but as Kristi O'Donnell, of the Meerkerk

R.
‘Patty Bee’ (Photo: Garth Wedemire)
Please enjoy some or all of these additional articles,
blogs, images, award recognitions, and memorials of
Warren Berg:
Let’s Talk Hybridizing, 40 Years and Counting (Playing
Bee) by Warren Berg (Winter 2004)
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Hybrid History

RHS award – Warren Berg, right, accepts the Loder Rhododendron Cup from Peter Cox at the ARS Annual Convention in Victoria, British Columbia. Citation

(continued)

R. ‘Jan Bee’ (Photo by Warren Berg)

R. ‘Wanna Bee’ (Photo by Warren Berg)
From The Pacific Coast Rhododendron Story: “In the
1960’s he became involved in propagation, learning
from the Northwest’s greats—Ben Nelson, Hjalmar Larson, Lester Brandt, William Whitney, and Ben Lancaster—and Dr. Marc Cathey of the National Arboretum in
Washington, D.C. He experimented with air rooting,
lighting, hormones, and misting in a greenhouse and began his crosses with the Exbury form of Rhododendron
degronianum ssp. yakushimanum to produce hardy hybrids with indumented foliage… When Berg realized
that he lacked space to accommodate this group of hybrids, in the 1970’s, he opted for a hybridizing program
that would produce lepidotes with small, compact form,
indumented foliage, and a profusion of flowers. He
made primary crosses of superior forms of dwarf species
that had not been much used before on the West
Coast.”

R. ‘Peter Bee’ (Photo: Dennis McKiver) selected by
Peter Cox during a visit. Warren decided on this name
to commemorate his longtime friend.

R. triflorum var. mahogani from
Rhododendron Exploration in Tibet by Warren Berg
JARS v41n3 (Summer 1987)
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Hybrid History

(continued)

Washington Hybridizers Create Plants For the Future
(rhododendron.org) Gwen Bell, 1997

R. 'Golfer' ( R. yakushimanum x R. racemosum )
2013 ROY Award (Photo by John and Sally Perkins)
ARS Blog by Norma Senn: “One of my favourite rhododendrons is 'Golfer', named for Warren's wife Patricia
who was an avid golfer. 'Patty Bee' was also named for
her.”
Lynn Watts: “Hybridized by Warren Berg and given to
the Capercis (Jim Caperci, ARS Gold Medal 1974).
'Golfer' was registered under that name in recognition
of Mrs. Berg's love of golf. The flowers are white with a
pink flush. Bloom is in May. The leaves are heavily tomentose below and above and maintain indumentum
on their upper surface for most of the year.” JARS
v37n3

R. ‘Golfer’ (Photo by Todd Boland)

R. barbatum (Photo: RSBG)
Species Profile: R. barbatum – Rhododendron Species
Botanical Garden: “As you tend to find, hybridizers gift
seed. One of the R. barbatum at RSBG was provided by
Berg from seed 1991/091 Berg (0\R1\5). From seed collected wild in the central Himalaya.”
Meerkirk Garden: Features of the Garden “The smaller
leaf rhododendrons by hybridizer Warren Berg, are
planted at the bottom of the garden for their sun tolerance…”

R. ‘Wee Bee’ (Photo by Mike Stewart) Maria Stewart’s
featured rhododendron: Rhododendron News
(February 2015)
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Hybrid History

(continued)

Murcott Garden: Named Rhodo Hybrids in the Garden
R. ‘Ginny Gee’ “Terrific for the small garden ... Henry
near fell over when he saw it bloom and entered it in the
New York Rhododendron Society show where it was a
knock-out. After the show, Sid Burns took the entry
home and stuck it in his propagating frame. Out of dumb
luck it rooted. He could never root it again!!”
-- Dick Murcott
Keynote speaker at ARS Annual Spring Convention in
1987, hosted by Eugene chapter

R. ‘Queen Bee’ Photo: Singing Tree
(R. yakushimanum x tsariense)
Far Reaches Farm: “Rhododendron proteoides x pronum
Cutting from one of Warren Berg's hybrids he didn't
name. We remember it as being crossed with R. pronum. The original plant is 40" tall by close to 80"
wide. White flowers and a dense domed habit. Anyone
but Warren would have named this and thought it the
pinnacle of their hybridizing career.”

R. ‘June Bee’ (photo by Torben Stein)
Garratt Richardson: Warren Berg’s Plant Explorations
in Asia Rhododendron Species Foundation Yearbook
2007, dedicated to Warren Berg
Garratt Richardson (5/23/21): “Last Thursday, I was
helping Mickey Sinclair (who has a superb rhododendron species garden, full of history) work on his mother's garden. June Sinclair, an ARS gold medal winner
about 10 years ago, lives in Port Ludlow and also has a
very mature rhododendron species garden. Her
memory is failing her but she still lives at her home with
care. Mickey and Lois have their garden just a block
away. I have been helping Mickey and a high school girl
work on her garden. June and Warren were the very
best of friends. The three of us made several trips to
China around 1990. They were great competitors as rhododendron species growers. Warren named the hybrid
R. 'June Bee' after her. He claimed he had the largest
rhododendron species garden in the US.”

R. ‘Ginny Gee’ (Photo by Peter Cox)
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Maria Stewart’s Rhododendron of the Month

Excellent Foliage, Great Form, Superlative Flowers:
R. ‘Peggie Roberts’

Photos by Mike Stewart
During the month of May, we are treated to a glorious array of rhododendron blooms. There are so
many to enjoy, how can you pick a favorite? Well,
Rhododendron ‘Peggie Roberts’ has some stunning
attributes that convince you to call it a favorite. The
blossoms start out as dark pink buds and then they
open into wide, funnel-shaped, pale pink corollas
with purplish pink on the wavy edges. The decorations that catch your eye are the dark pink-red circles in the centers of all the corollas. And radiating
out from the circles are dark-red streaks of spots!
What makes you stop to enjoy this plant, is that you
realize you are looking at something quite different
from almost all other rhododendrons. To complement these beautiful blooms, the foliage is dark
green, attractive and it densely covers the limbs.

Furthermore, the structure of R. ‘Peggie Roberts’ is
wider than tall and grows into a strong framework
for the numerous blooms.
Additional considerations about this amazing rhododendron:
Parentage:

(['Fancy' x degronianum ssp. yakushimanum] x 'Coronation Day') Hybridizer:
Jim Barlup

Foliage:

Medium-sized, dark-green leaves that
completely cover the limbs

Structure:

Grows to 3 ft. high and 3 ft. wide in 10
years

Trusses:

Hardiness:

Blooms in May; usually has 14 corollas in
each full truss; the pink-red circles in the
centers of each corolla send out rays of
red
-5°F (-20°C)
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President’s Profile
LOIS STURDIVANT
ARS Portland Chapter Member
since 1989

She initially connected with a fellow rhododendron
lover, Melissa Albrecht from Kalama, who wrote a column on plants for the local newspaper. Along with visits
to see Kathy, she and Melissa would shop other area
sources including Hammond Nursery, where they had
acres of rhodies like ‘Apricot Fantasy’. ‘Bali’ came from
Van Veen, along with some Mossman hybrids like
‘Crater Lake’, ‘Cream Pie’, and ‘Devonshire Cream’. Together, Lois and Melissa took part in ARS conventions in
Tacoma (1993), Portland (1995), Oban, Scotland (1996),
Vancouver, BC (1997), Olympia (2003), and Vancouver,
WA (2011). Lois now counts 298 rhodies under her care,
which used to be close to 500—at least half sourced at
Van Veen.

Lois was born with it – the knack. Her rhody addiction
came on slowly, following irises and dahlias. Eventually
rhododendrons won. Now she is a long-term member
of the ARS and has a notable collection of beauties in
great shape at her home in Kelso, Washington.
R. ‘Babylon’
As Lois was falling in love with rhodies, she was delighted to learn that some are fragrant. ‘Babylon’ is her
favorite of those, which bloomed this year from late
February into April (she also refers to a large specimen
at Van Veen).

R. ‘Horizon Lakeside’
Lois started collecting rhododendrons in the late 80’s,
with many plants originating from Van Veen Nursery,
where there are still records of all her purchases(!).

R. ‘Blue Pacific’
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R. ‘Elsie Watson’
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(continued)

Two years after Don took a job teaching at the junior
high school in Kelso, (his birthplace), Lois joined him
from Tacoma and went to work at St John Hospital in
nearby Longview. They raised two daughters—Karen (a
medical assistant) and “techy” daughter Anne. Lois
worked for various offices, including medical and financial—"changing careers” several times. Her proclivity is
keeping track of things—like the detailed “paper database’ of her rhododendrons. When you browse her collection, she’s always accompanied by a detailed notebook.
R.
R. ‘Point Fosdick’
Gardening instincts began early in childhood. Lois grew
up in Yakima Valley on a property with an apple orchard
and a garden for produce. Her mother always made
sure there was also a colorful perennial border. When
Lois was a junior in high school, she met a younger
brother of her future husband, Don, going home on the
bus from the first day of school that year. Their mothers
became friends, resulting in the inevitable connection to
Don, who later attended Central Washington University
and eventually became a math and science teacher. Lois
attended Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma and
graduated as a Bachelor of Science in medical technology. She and Don married in 1966.

R. ‘Purple Lace’

Their 1937 craftsman home is surrounded by rhododendrons. Originally, there were two huge rhodies flanking
the front porch, one of which, ‘Cynthia’—her first love—
eventually grew too large and had to be cut down. The
couple have done various remodels over the years, including adding a dormer upstairs and expanding the
kitchen. The exterior paint is nicely coordinated with
the rhodies—a custom green accented in a trim color
called Sequoia. It’s an idyllic setting on a hillside.

R. sutchuenense (late)

Lois reports “I lived in two rental houses in Tacoma and
Don lived with his grandmother in Kelso until I graduated from PLU. We saw each other on weekends. Our
first house was a rental in Longview. I grew tomatoes,
cucumbers and zucchini in the alley, and petunias in the
flower beds. The dahlias came at the first house we
bought, also in Longview, which had open land that was
once used for cattle. We moved to our current location
in 1978.”
R. ‘Kimbeth’
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R. dichroanthum ssp.
scyphocalyx

(continued)

R. ‘Platinum Pearl’

As a child, Lois watched her dad prune the apple trees,
eliminating “all the twiggy stuff.” She found that air
movement was the key. Applying her pruning techniques, her rhodies are all now perfectly controlled in
size except a few she allows to gain height, like her R.
calophytum. As an example, she’s been taming her yak
hybrid ‘Cinquero’ by first removing the left center portion two years ago. This year she pruned all the outer
branches down, and next year she’ll cut down the center
branches. It’s a multi-stage process.

R. ‘Autumn Gold’
Lois’ sister recently reminded her of another reason to
cultivate rhododendrons—"deer don’t eat them!”

R. ‘Hazel Fisher’

R. ‘Good News’
R. ‘Joan Leslie
Hammond’

R. ‘Gala’
When not tending the rhodies, which have recently provided dozens of cuttings for growing on at Van Veen, she
takes virtual Pilates classes with a friend, and she quilts–
as part of a group of six, deriving from friendships at the
Lutheran Church. Most of the finished quilts are made
to be displayed as wall hangings or as baby gifts. Lois
even used to sew her own clothes as her mother once
did. And maybe, post-Covid, she’ll pick up her past hobbies of singing in the church choir or participating in the
bell choir.
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(named after
the wife of
Hammond
Nursery owner,
a Lois Sturdivant shopping
destination)
Photo by
Singing Tree
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The Portland Chapter honored its long-time member Steve Kaminski with the Bronze Medal Award
at the chapter’s May 20 meeting,
delivered in-person by Mike Stewart.
Read the citation.

If You Think You Know What a
Fern Is, Think Again
Some live in water; others grow on trees. In 400
million years, these versatile plants have developed
some surprising variations.
New York Times article HERE
Steve Kaminski with Donna Sell
(Photos by Mike Stewart)

Photos & descriptions of
SE Native Azalea Groups

In remembrance of
Portland Chapter
member
Please note correction on Donna Sell’s email
address in the 2020 ARS District 4 Handbook:

Arda Berryhill

2donna.sell@gmail.com
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If you missed the Eureka Chapter’s May Zoom,
Announcing the ARS 2022 Spring International Convention. The website is active: ARS2022.org The Heathman
Lodge is already accepting reservations: DETAILS. Registration will open a month early—November 11. We’d
love to have you all attend!

Mike Stewart on Dwarf Rhododendrons
you can watch the video HERE.
Other recent Eureka programs HERE:

For a six-minute YouTube video overview of some of the
elements of the convention, click HERE

Garden Time TV interviews Mike Stewart
at the Van Veen Nursery: YouTube

DEER TROUBLE? Highly recommended by
Freeman Patterson, ARS Nova Scotia:
Predator Eye Solar powered for 500 yards.
Yard Sentinel Motion-activated ultrasonic sound
Reference for deer-proof plants and fencing.
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HIKE THE WILDCAT TRAIL WITH US!

ARS ROY AWARDS

PC-ARS is pleased to announce a hike on Wildcat
Mountain, southeast of Sandy, on Saturday, July
10th. We will be looking at two of our native Rhododendrons—Pacific Rhododendron and the False
Azalea—as well as a variety of other wildflowers
and insects. This is not a difficult hike, although you
should be fit and able to walk on rough surfaces
with an elevation gain of at least one thousand
feet. Bring a sack lunch, walking pole; wear hiking
boots and dress for appropriate weather at approx.
4,000 feet elevation. Since we will be in the
Salmon-Huckleberry Wilderness Area, the group
size will be limited to eight registrants. The hike
will be led by Mike and Maria Stewart, David Anderson and Andrew Stern. We will meet at the
Stewarts at 42125 SE Kleinsmith, Sandy, OR at 9:30
am. On our drive to the trailhead, we will discuss
what to look for, including different plants and forest transition. Please RSVP, or contact with questions: David Anderson
e-mail: ujelang@gmail.com

Rhododendron of the Year
Plant Awards 2021

North West USA and
Canada Region
Check out all the 2021 winners,
along with past year’s winners for the
Northwest and Canada Region!

Another Mossman hybrid: R. ‘Mossman’s
Freckles’ (Featured in
Hybrid History, May)
Photo: Doug Keough

Photos by Mike Stewart

WELCOME NEW PORTLAND
CHAPTER MEMBERS

..

Lenore Barkan & Ronald Urban
Betsy Haines

Evelyn Kritler

Deborah Lee
Ben Bole

Karen Swenson (Associate)
Garratt Richardson (Associate)
Welcome back:

Lori Delman & Marvin Bame
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CRYSTAL SPRINGS
RHODODENDRON GARDEN
THE BEAUTY
CONTINUES
WATCH FOR UPDATES ON COVID RESTRICTIONS

Details: Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden

Cornus alternifolia (“Pagoda Dogwood”)

Gynandromorphic leucistic

Red Winged Blackbird
(Agelaius phoeniceus)

at Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden

Photos by Ken Goldman
(Photos: Steve McCormick)
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PORTLAND CHAPTER
THE AMERICAN
RHODODENDRON SOCIETY
PO BOX 86424
PORTLAND OR 97286-0424
www.rhodies.org

The Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society
is registered in Oregon as a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization.
Dues and donations are qualified charitable tax deductions.
MEMBERSHIP
Benefits include chapter meetings, quarterly issues
of the Journal American Rhododendron Society, plant
sales and auctions, garden events and more.
Dues: $40 per year
Other membership options: www.rhodies.org
ARS STORE
OFFICERS
President: Steve McCormick
VP: Steve Hopkins
Past President: Caroline Enns
Secretary: Steve Hall
Treasurer: Dick Cavender
Membership Co-Chairs: Steve McCormick and John Stephens
Contact: pc.ars@outlook.com
BOARD MEMBERS
Betsy Soifer, John Stephens, Andrew Stern, Maria Stewart,
Mike Stewart (through June 30, 2021)
Ann Clack, Ray Clack, Dennis O’Malley, David Anderson,
(through June 30, 2022)
NEWSLETTER
Rhododendron News is published monthly except July,
distributed via email.
Editor: Steve McCormick
ssmccormick@outlook.com
Masthead: Merilee Mannen (VOLUME LXV, NO. 6: Luurt Nieuwenhuis)
For print edition, contact Maria Stewart (503) 668-3522

WEBSITE
www.rhodies.org
Webmaster: Andrew Stern
VAN VEEN NURSERY &
VAN VEEN HERITAGE GARDEN
vanveennursery@hotmail.com
(503) 777-1734
CRYSTAL SPRINGS
RHODODENDRON GARDEN
Executive Director: Brandon Baker
brandon@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org
Volunteering: csrgvol@gmail.com
Tours/Photoshoots: Stephanie Kress
gatehousecsrg@gmail.com
(503) 267-7509
Weddings/Events:
eventscsrg@gmail.com
(503) 975-6743
Friends of Crystal Springs:
GARDEN MEMBERSHIPS
Donations: Donate
CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN
Chair: Dick Cavender
red@redsrhodies.com
smithgarden.org
Facebook: Portland Chapter Rhododendron Soc &
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden

