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In This Issue
Purpose
To encourage interest in
and disseminate information and knowledge
about the genus
Rhododendron.
To provide a medium
through which all persons
interested in the genus
may communicate with
others through education,
scientific studies, meetings, publications, and
other similar activities.

In the pursuit of Orange
A special tribute to Jim Barlup in

Hybrid History

R. tuba in the greenhouse of
Barry Kast, in January’s

President’s Profile

Meetings
Chapter meetings are
held on 3rd Thursdays,
September-May.
Meetings are temporarily
held online via Zoom,
starting at 7pm,
following social half-hour
at 6:30pm, until
in-person meetings can
be resumed safely.
Invitation links are sent
via email or contact:

Rhododendron of the Month
New foliage: R. schlippenbachii
by Maria Stewart (photo: Greer)

December Highlights
A look behind the garden gate at
Windcliff, in selected programs
offered via Zoom meetings.

pc.ars@outlook.com

A fixation on vireyas:
R. ‘Aleksander’ from the
January talk by Peter Adams

Loree Bohl’s new book in
Recommended Reading
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CALENDAR
Online via Zoom
Sessions open at 6:30pm, meetings at 7

Dial Option for All: (253) 215-8782

Thursday, January 21, 2021
Speaker: Peter Adams
“White Cloud Nursery Vireyas”
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88280941569

Meeting ID: 882 8094 1569
One tap mobile
+12532158782,,88280941569#

Thursday, February 18, 2021
Speaker: Justin Blackwell
“Chinese and Japanese Gardens: a
comparison”
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83724836893

The living room fire
-- a spot of warmth in a room
calling for warmth
Yet one more day
the rhodie and its leaves
a single entity
After the hailstones
the abrupt silence infusing
the maple
With the breaking fog
the fallen leaves displaying
a bit more color
Out the window
a slowly dissipating fog
and the rising sun
Peter Kendall

Meeting ID: 837 2483 6893
One tap mobile
+12532158782,,83724836893#

Thursday, March 18, 2021
Speaker: Richie Steffen
“The Miller Garden, Legacy of a Plantswoman”
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82580943492

Meeting ID: 825 8094 3492
One tap mobile
+12532158782,,82580943492#
R. ‘Winter Mist’ by Jim Barlup

Thursday, April 15, 2021
Speaker: Kathy Lintault
“Ireland, a Garden Paradise”
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87422887322

Meeting ID: 874 2288 7322
One tap mobile
+16699006833,,87422887322#
From Conifers in the Winter Garden (HPSO)
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President’s Message | January 2021
This issue of Rhododendron News is dedicated to noted
rhododendron hybridizer Jim Barlup, who passed away
in October at age 87. We offer a four-page feature honoring Jim, his gracious and gentle life, his many celebrated and popular rhododendron hybrids, his awards
and many contributions to the ARS. You’ll see a special
feature in the upcoming issue of the Journal (JARS) and
other tributes, including a beautiful “in memoriam” section of the December Victoria newsletter. Lois Blackmore of Victoria was probably his most devoted fan.
Jim and Lois were very close and she devoted her time
and attention to Jim in his final years.

have never heard is an act of enormous courage. But it's
also a statement of profound optimism.
I believe politics is the peaceable resolution of conflict
among legitimate competing interests. And I don't
know, in a nation as big and brawling, this great continent which we occupy, and diverse as ours, how we
would resolve our differences, except through the commitment, the passion, the intelligence, the courage of
those who are willing to practice the political process
and achieve compromise. And to fashion those compromises does require courage, and it does require hard
work and intelligence.
“… the measure of our progress is not whether we add
more to the abundance of those who have much, but
whether we provide enough for those who have too little.” (Franklin Roosevelt)…every one of us has been
warmed by fires we did not build, and every one of us
has drunk from wells we did not dig. And, together, we
can't do less for those who come after us. And, together,
we can do so much more.
Mark Shields
We will miss Mark Shields’ weekly appearance with David Brooks on the Friday Night PBS Newshour.

Jim Barlup’s R. ‘Sun Blush’ at Steve & John’s Willapa Bay
property. Excellent mounded form in full sun.

Something to celebrate: we’ve now passed the Winter
Solstice! The days are getting longer again and there’s
hope on the horizon. The concept we all might want to
cling to is Optimism. On that theme, columnist and
commentator Mark Shields, who appeared on his final
weekly PBS segment with David Brooks on Friday, December 18—after more than 30 years with the network—expressed the concept rather eloquently in his
parting words:
I think optimism is the defining characteristic of America. I mean, with the exception of those whose ancestors were here when Columbus arrived or those whose
ancestors were brought here against their will in chains,
every American is either, himself or herself, an immigrant or the direct lineal descendants of immigrants.
And to leave friends and family and familiar surroundings to strike out across the sea or the continent for a
place you have never been to live among people you
have never met, to speak a language in many cases you

Top 19 Creative Projects Made During the COVID-19 Crisis
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Guest Speaker | January 2021 Program
PETER ADAMS
Thursday, January 21, 2021
Meeting opens at 6:30pm, Program at 7
Vireyas and the Creation of White Cloud
Nursery, Hawai’i
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88280941569
Meeting ID: 882 8094 1569
One tap mobile
+12532158782,,88280941569#

invasive jungle. Acquired from commercial sources
and many individual gardeners, and as a member of
the Hawai’i ARS Chapter, White Cloud Nursery
ended up with over 400 species and hybrids. After
losing Jane in 2014, Peter moved back to the states
and settled in Tacoma to be near his son, a Delta
pilot. Peter grows a number of species rhododendrons primarily from the nearby Rhododendron
Species Botanical Garden.
Peter will share images of some of his favorite
vireyas along with a timeline of the development of
the nursery and the construction of Adams’ unique
home and 3000 square foot greenhouse there.

R. ‘Janie’ (named after Peter’s wife)

Peter Adams appropriately refers to his path to creating a vireya nursery as “long and winding.” Originally a student majoring in electrical engineering at
Michigan State University, Peter completed a B.S.
in psychology at University of Washington. He met
his future wife, Jane, while taking a clinical psychology program in Bellingham, WA. After a period performing professional civil commitment evaluations
in Vancouver, WA, he and Jane took on a 10-acre
homestead near the Kalama River and started raising rhododendrons. Peter began programming
work in Beaverton, then moved to Silicon Valley as
an “itinerant” programmer in development and
tech support for companies like Apple and
Netscape. Selling their Sunnyvale, CA, home for
what Peter calls “an obscene profit,” they moved
first to Maui, in 2004, then the Big Island, Hawai’i,
and started carving 3+ acres of vireya beds out of

R. ‘Mitch Mitchell’ (by Sherla Bertelmann) named after
the pioneer of vireyas on the Big Island. Sherla introd
uced us to Peter for this presentation.
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December meetings Highlights
December 17 Member Slides
Zoom once again afforded the opportunity for Portland Chapter members to safely gather and enjoy
each other’s company and images. The meeting
had a welcome, festive tone and concluded with a
finale, composed and animated with music, by Harold Greer.
Photo contributors: (1) Barry Kast, R. pendulum, (2)
Peter Kendall, R. quinquefolium, (3) Dick Cavender,
R. occidentale ‘Red’s Big Red’, (4) Luurt Nieuwenhuis, R. ‘Yellow Hammer’ & fungi,

(5) Peter Adams, R. zoelleri ‘Decimus’, (6) Kathy Lintault, Maple Glen Garden, New Zealand &
Beschorneria yuccoides, (7) Paul Rogers, Acer palmatum ‘Scarlet O’Hara’, (8) Ray and Ann Clack’s ’68
Shelby Drive-thru Cruise-in, Dog hair “What’s the
matter with your dog!?” & Arneson azaleas, (9) David Anderson, R. albiflorum, (10) Mike and Maria
Stewart, lightning-struck Sequoia & new beds, (11)
Mike Domaschofsky, Marshall Island rhodo.
stamps, (12) Steve & John, R. ‘Pink Pancake, (13)
Harold Greer, Christmas medley with Vaccinium
moupinense all decked out.
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December Meetings Highlights
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December Meetings Highlights
December 10
Doug Keough, ARS Pilchuck Chapter
Growing Rhododendrons from Seed
Co-Hosted by Ann & Ray Clack

Multiple ARS chapters were represented in the turnout
for this special December meeting. Among them, pictured: Patricia Swift and Mike Bones (Siuslaw), Don
Smart (Seattle), Alma Fletcher (De Anza), Clark Isackson,
Mike & Maria Stewart, Peter Kendall, Arek Mazur, & Lisa
Volpel (Portland), Harold Greer (Eugene), Peter Adams
(Tacoma). Doug gave a well-organized, user-friendly
walk-through of the process, demonstrating in slides
and video how he achieves success in his seed propagation. Ann and Ray Clack encouraged participation in the
ARS Seed Exchange.

Grown from the Seed Exchange:
(l) ‘Polarnacht’ x (Jonathan Shaw x Black Adder) #8A
(r) ‘Award’ x ‘Cantaloupe’ (fragrant)
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December Meetings Highlights
Elsewhere in the Western Region, here’s a sampling of
images from a variety of chapter meetings and webinars that took place in December:
ARS Seattle, hosted by Chip Muller, President:

Slide from Eureka Chapter’s talk 12/3 on pruning by
Don Wallace, Singing Tree (giving R. tuba an admiring
eye?)

R. tuba (Chip’s photo from RSBG)

From the webinar: A Visit with Dan Hinkley, American
Horticulturalist, sponsored by the Hoffman Center for
the Arts, December 15th. This pair demonstrates the effectiveness of leaf composition with or without pigment. (photos above and to follow: Claire Takacs)

Scene from the garden of Jeanine Smith, Bellevue, with
Ribes sanguineum ‘Brocklebankii’
Windcliff – before and after
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December Meetings Highlights
Steve Hootman (RSBG) “From Cumbria to Argyll: A
plantsman’s tour of some of the finest gardens in
England and Scotland.”

Dan uses grasses liberally at Windcliff. A favorite is this
Rhodocoma cupensis embracing a Yucca rostrata inspired by Dan Pearson from England “…diaphanous
quality of grasses that capture light, their sense of
movement that makes the garden come alive.”

Vireya variety from Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh

Bamboo allée

R. meddianum var meddianum at Glendoick

The meadow

R. sinogrande (Muncaster) | Agapedes incurvata (RBGE)

“Village Guardians” (Korean) by David Franklin

To view the program, contact: Britt Board, Program &
Outreach Manager, 253-838-4646 x100 britt@rhodygarden.org Cost: $10 Members, $20 non-members.
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Hybrid History
A Special Tribute to

Jim Barlup (1933-2020)
ARS Gold Medal Award 2004
ARS Pioneer Achievement Award 2018
From Rhododendron & Azalea News,
November-December 2020:

Jim Barlup with Lois Blackmore
It is with great sadness that we report the loss of Jim Barlup
on October 25, 2020. He was 87. He is survived by his wife,
Judy. Jim was a prolific rhododendron hybridizer who was
honored in 2018 with the ARS Pioneer Achievement Award.
He was a kind and generous person who will be greatly
missed. At least we have a legacy of the lovely rhododendrons
he created as a remembrance of this great man. Check out the
Rhododendron Portraits section in this newsletter for a link to
pictures of Jim Barlup's many hybrids. Above photo: Jim Barlup in his garden and the greenhouse where he made crosses.

Lois Blackmore, member and Past President, ARS Victoria Chapter, had a special relationship with Jim. She
proudly grew a vast collection of Barlup hybrids, which
were on full display for the tour of her garden during the
2015 ARS Spring International Convention in Sidney,
B.C. As long-time friends, Lois became Jim’s most attentive support caretaker, helping him revive his communications skills following a stroke in 2011.

R. ‘Lois Blackmore’

R. ‘Roy Blackmore’

“Jim was a very quiet and gentle man, always remaining in the
background, never seeking the limelight. To read his childhood
experiences, one can understand his reluctance to draw attention to himself. What I have included in his story only presents
the facts and does not go into detail of some of his life altering
and horrendous experiences he had as a young boy.”

Lois Blackmore
(continued)
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Hybrid History (cont.)
Tomorrow morning (12/9/2020) we are installing the stones
for his Legacy Garden. As this is a public park in the greater
Victoria area, every step of the way in creating signage for the
garden has been "hurry up and wait". From type of material,
to have Jim’s name, to approve the wording, has been an ongoing process since the spring of this year, as council has to
approve each step of the way. The only wonderful thing is that
Jim was able to partake in the initial planting. The signage is
the placement of three large stones…representing the heavens, the land and the sea. The largest rock will have this wording: A LEGACY GIFT, rhododendrons donated by the VICTORIA
RHODODENDRON SOCIETY in honour of the world-renowned
rhododendron hybridizer JIM BARLUP. Below that will be the
word for rhododendron written in Japanese. These words will
be sandblasted into the largest rock. This is in keeping with the
original park theme before WW2.

See Lois Blackmore’s Pinterest page for her gallery
of Jim Barlup hybrids.

R. ‘Jim Barlup’ (Created and named by Marc
Columbel, from one of Barlup’s creations ‘Fire Rim’ by
Le’Engin. It has been tested tetraploid.”)
__________________________

From The Seattle Times, 11/8/2020:
On Saturday, April 27, 2019, volunteers from the Esquimalt Parks Department and the Victoria Rhododendron
Society came together to begin the planting of the Jim
Barlup Garden at Gorge Park. The search for an appropriate setting for such a garden ended quickly when Calvin approached the township of Esquimalt with such an
offer. It was immediately accepted and within one week,
the parks department had installed a new garden path.
The following week, the irrigation system was installed
so the planting could begin. An army of volunteers came
to help and a new garden was established which will
promote and educate the public about the genus rhododendron.

Lois Blackmore
See Lois Blackmore’s special tribute to Jim Barlup in
the Victoria’s December newsletter.

R. ‘Fiesta Ribbons’

R. ‘Sky Dancer’

Jim Barlup quietly passed away on October 25, 2020 just five
months after being diagnosed with cancer. He was comfortable under Hospice Care at Judson Park, the retirement community in Des Moines WA where Jim and his wife, Judy, lived
for the past 14 months. To know Jim was to love him. A modest, gentle and kind soul, Jim had the heart of an artist (romantic, imaginative, creative) and the mind of a scientist (organized, precise, systematic). He was known for his integrity,
patience, humility and generosity.
Jim was born on September 13, 1933 in Carthage Mo. He spent
his pre-teen years on the Barlup’s 1,250-acre wheat ranch. After the war, the Barlups returned to their home state and purchased a 135-acre dairy farm just outside of Gettysburg, PA.
It was there that Jim met Judy Cassel, the love of his life and
his wife of 67 years. They eloped and moved into the tenant
house on the farm until he was drafted into the US Army. After
that, he earned a BFA degree at Brooks Institute of Photography in Santa Barbara, CA. For the next 15 years he excelled
as a commercial photographer, a color technician (he set up
the color lab for Curtis Publishing Company) and as a black
and white technician. His work was shown in International art
exhibits. Jim joined the Beach Boys on stage during their first
US concert where he shot the photos for their debut album.
Soon after they settled down in the Pacific Northwest, both
Jim and Judy became passionate with the out-of-doors: camping, back-packing, mountain climbing, domestic and international traveling, and gardening. There wasn’t time to do it all,
so Jim took a break from his job in order to climb
(continued)
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Hybrid History (cont.)
more mountains and to landscape his garden. Little did he
know that this would bring him international fame. During
many hours of photographing plants in the University of
Washington Arboretum, Jim was drawn into the world of rhododendron. His search for orange and coral rhododendron for
his garden was futile. When told that they virtually did not exist, Jim figured he’d have to create them himself through
cross-pollination – and so he did! In the process, he created
hundreds of rhododendrons of many beautiful colors.
In 1978 Jim and Judy moved to Bellevue where he transformed
their ¾ acre garden into his hybridizing laboratory where he
learned “surprise happens”. Over the next 44 years, Jim combined his expertise with photography and hybridizing rhododendrons. His accomplishments include registering the names
of more than 250 rhododendrons with the Royal Horticulture
Society of Great Britain, becoming a popular seminar speaker,
authoring articles in the Journal American Rhododendron Society, receiving two of the highest awards the ARS offers (Gold
Medal and the Pioneer Achievement Award).
Jim’s plants are on display in public gardens and commercial
nurseries. To view Jim’s photographs of some of his registered
rhododendrons, please visit the following website:

https://www.flickr.com/photos/142932646@N02/albums/72157669000187707/
A special tribute to Jim is a newly established garden, the Jim
Barlup Rhododendron Garden, in Esquimalt Gorge Park, Victoria, B.C. It contains many rhododendrons he gifted to the
Victoria Rhododendron Society, which has been supportive of
Jim’s work over the years. We hope that Jim knows how much
he is loved and admired.

R. ‘Coral Blossom’
______________________________________________________

From The Pacific Coast Rhododendron Story:
James Barlup of Bellevue, Washington, became interested in
hybridizing in 1975, making do with the small space afforded
by his city lot. From the start, he set specific goals, apricot,
orange, and peach flower color, later modifying them to include hardiness to withstand East Coast winters. His ‘Amber
Touch’ (‘Nadia’ x [Brinny’ x Whitney’s late frilled yellow]) prolifically bears peach flowers with dark pink rays on a plant of
good form growing to 3 feet (1m) in 10 years and hardy to at
least 0F (-18c). His ‘Coral Mist’ (‘Nancy Evans’ x ‘Mrs. Furnivall’) has frilly flowers that open from a red bud to pale yellowpink flowers on the upper side and violet-pink on the back side
with a border of violet-pink and a yellow blotch with red speckles. It grows to 3 feet (1m) in 10 years and is hardy to at least
0F (-18x). Barlup has contributed a series of articles on hybridizing to the Journal American Rhododendron Society and lectures on the subject of hybridizing.

R. ‘Fancy That’
_____________

See: Jim Barlup's return to Wells Medina Nursery
R. ‘Amber Sun’
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Hybrid History (cont.)
as I had done for the previous nine years. 1987/88 was a
winter to remember! Temperatures ranged from 0°F to
10°F for about 10 days. I lost 800 of these container plants
and about 50 percent of the rhododendrons that were
planted in the ground. This gave me an opportunity to step
back and evaluate everything I was doing. That winter
truly changed my way of selecting parents.
"Now as a West Coast hybridizer, I want to introduce more
East Coast hybrids into my garden. My goal is to merge the
wide range of Western colors with Eastern hardiness to
produce new plants for hybridizers and growers on both
coasts."

R. ‘Laramie’

From Washington Hybridizers Create Plants For
the Future by Gwen Bell (JARS, 1997):
JIM BARLUP is a member of the Cascade and Seattle chapters and the Northern Hybridizers Group. He enjoys sharing experiences and ideas about hybridizing rhododendrons with others who are also interested in hybridizing.
“When I became interested in hybridizing in 1975, I found
very little information to help me get started. Some of us
may wonder, 'Can I do it?' I started with lots of patience
and determination, very little knowledge, two 4-inch x 6inch plastic trays for planting and a small city lot. I have
now graduated to a 2-foot x 4-foot propagating case in the
basement, two simple unheated outdoor cold frames, one
12-foot x 24-foot hoop house and a large city lot. The most
important ingredients are patience and determination! Yes, you can do it too!

Of the various Barlup selections now being propagated by
nurseries, he has singled out his 'Mindy's Love' ('Nancy Evans' x 'Lionel's Triumph') as a favorite parent because it
produces fine-foliaged plants that usually bloom at a young
age. 'Amber Touch' ('Nadia'* x ['Brinny' x Whitney's late,
frilled, yellow]), one of his newer hybrids, is one of his most
successful at producing the long-desired orange-colored,
prolific bloomer. I wonder what his 'Silk Ribbon' ('Anita
Dunstan' x 'One Thousand Butterflies') might produce? Or
'Windsong' ('Nancy Evans' x ['Mrs. Betty Robertson' x 'Fred
Rose'])?
"Learning from our own experimentation is a slow process. It is extremely valuable for hybridizers to share the
knowledge they have gained, to see other viewpoints and
to get inspiration from the work of others. Choosing parents is a critical decision."

"What do you really want to create? As hybridizers, we
have the unique privilege of selecting the parents we want
to use to create new hybrids. There are so many factors to
consider that it's difficult to know where to start. Do we
want dwarf or tree type, fragrance, beautiful foliage, huge
trusses or nodding bells? What color range will we pursue? Shall hardiness be a major or minor part of our program? When do we want the new plant to bloom? Will
powdery mildew become a factor in choosing which parents to use? As we learn what works and what doesn't, we
become more discriminating as to what we are after and
why.
"In 1975 there was a lack of apricot, orange and peach colors. I wondered why...could I create them? After years, I
know why...they just aren't hardy.
"In the fall of 1987, I potted 1,150 new seedlings in gallon
containers and placed them under fir trees for protection

R. ‘Wild Ginger’

All rhododendron photos by Jim Barlup
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Maria Stewart’s Rhododendron of the Month

One of the finest azalea species: R. schlippenbachii
How was such a favorable opinion formed? This species has gained acclaim for its attractive foliage, good
fall color and handsome flowers. And when you choose
R. schlippenbachii ‘Sid’s Royal Pink’, your plant has the
deepest pink color of the species. Being very hardy is
one of its positive attributes. Its early new foliage
growth, however, needs some light shade protection
from frost. You will like the structure of R. schlippenbachii because it grows in an upright and well-branched
manner.

Siting in your garden: frost protection for new growth;
sun protection for foliage in summer; good drainage.

R. schlippenbachii (white)

R. schlippenbachii
Here is more about R. schlippenbachii:
Classification: Subgenus: Pentanthera Section: Sciadorhodion
Distribution in the wild: Korea, NE Manchuria and eastern areas of Russia close to Manchuria, growing in open
woodlands.

R. schlippenbachii ‘Sid’s Royal Pink’

Its name: named after Baron von Schlippenbach who
was a naval officer and traveler.
Flowers: 3 to 6 corollas per truss; light pink to rosepink, sometimes white; a few reddish-brown spots;
star-like shapes in each corolla; sometimes lightly fragrant.
Foliage: deciduous; the leaves turn yellow, crimson or
orange in the fall; five leaves to each rounded whorl.
Structure: upright, well-branched; grows 4 to 5 feet in
10 years.
Hardiness: - 20 to -25 degrees F.

R. schlippenbachii (fall foliage)
All photos by Harold Greer
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President’s Profiles
Barry Kast
ARS Member for 40+ years
rhododendrons behind, Barry and Carol moved from
five acres to a home in Laurelhurst on a 5,000 square
foot lot that they began to landscape with rhododendrons, including many acquired on visits to Dover and
Bovees nurseries." Barry says there’s always room to
squeeze in a new plant.

Barry and Carol Kast
Some of you probably know Barry Kast and his background. I didn’t! What a nice surprise, as usual, to
learn what an interesting career Barry has had and
about his long history with the ARS and rhododendrons. As reported, Barry is the newest member of the
Portland Chapter board of directors. His primary focus
of interest in joining the board is attracting new members, including what is being referred to as “nextgen”—
a new initiative at the ARS. That’s a perennial challenge for us, maintaining and attracting new horticulturally minded contributors to focus on the remarkable
genus Rhododendron. We are pleased to acknowledge
Barry and welcome his contributions to the cause.

Barry’s past involvement with rhododendrons in Portland include judging for a show at Crystal Springs, led
by Lansing Bulgin (profiled by Jay Lunn in December’s
Rhododendron News). He especially appreciates the
knowledge he gains from guest speakers like Steve
Hootman and Don Hyatt. His special interest is in
vireyas, having spent dedicated volunteer time at Bovees in the early ‘80s. He nurtures vireyas in the greenhouse he constructed, enlarged from the original concept of his greenhouse in Corvallis. Barry reports that
his R. ‘Honey Star’ has bloomed several times just this
Fall. Barry currently serves as the treasurer of a local
genealogical society, thus his interest in DNA, which he
sees as the draw for younger scientific minds studying
rhododendrons. And he works out! So, he definitely
pays attention to his physical health along with being
an expert in the mental health arena.

Barry is a graduate of Stanford University with advanced degrees in English from SUNY New York and in
Social Work from Portland State University. He worked
in public mental health services for 40 years in adult
day care, acute inpatient care, as director of a county
mental health center, and as state mental health program director. He retired in 2005 after nearly 20 years
with the Oregon Department of Human Services.
Barry and his wife, Carol, spent 30 years in Corvallis,
where Barry commuted to Salem for 24 years as county
mental health director. After their two children graduated from college, they sold their "farmette" and
moved to Portland. Their time in Corvallis was instrumental on turning Barry into a rhododendron fan. Lacking a landscape, and never having liked flowers, he acquired an R. ‘Sappho’ and the rest is history. Rhododendrons drew his attention for their “range and predictability.” He began acquiring plants at a Corvallis
nursery owned by Winston Hanke, a hybridizer. Barry
contributed to forming an ARS chapter in Corvallis in
the late ‘70s and interacted with the likes of Herb
Spady, Dave Goheen, and Robert Tichnor. Leaving 300
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President’s Profiles (cont.)

Greenhouse view

Left: R. tuba. Right: “An Epiphyllum, from the
cactus family, that flowers only one night in the
dark with intense fragrance. Its street name is
"Dutchman's Pipe" after the strange way the inflorescence, after hanging down for several
days, curves upward so the bloom is horizontal,
likely to facilitate a pollinator, probably a moth
of some kind.”

“As is often the case, species are short lived unless in
perfect conditions. I have burned through a bunch. The
hybrids have much greater vigor and thrive in a much
wider range of conditions.”

“Daughter Sophia wanted to drop out of school. Instead, we encouraged her to get permission from
Macalester College to take a quarter off and apply for
an internship at the Mendocino Botanical Garden. Peter Schick, 95 in 2006, one of the founders of the Noyo
Chapter and a giant figure in ARS history, lived next
door. Because of his age many of his plants were being transplanted to the Garden. They became good
friends. When we met him, we were struck by how
modestly he lived and how much work was needed to
restore his garden. He died in 2008.”
(above) “R. 'Cilpinense' in bud after an overnight
snowfall. The hybrid is a cross of ciliatum and
moupinense by Aberconway (Wales, 1927). It is
an early bloomer, in this case February 29, 2012.
Any frost below 30 degrees and the lovely pink
on white florets turn brown. This year (2020) was
warm and the plant showed its great appeal.
Two weeks later we were in quarantine. The
plant in back is R. lutescens almost in bloom.”

From Barry’s travels: Angkor Wat, 2006 “…both great
humor and a sobering message about the recent history of Cambodia.

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXV, NO. 1 | January 2021 | Page 16

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org

FYI
Recommended Reading

Newly released by Timber Press and available in both
paperback and e-book versions.
Loree Bohl writes one of the most intriguing garden
blogs in the area—Danger Garden. Her passion is all
things pointy, although the depth of her gardening interests displays itself in the beautiful compositions she creates at her NE Portland home:

SPECIALS!!
For orders received by January 31,
while supplies last:
Yearlings: $6
Rhododendron hybrids: ‘Anah Kruschke’, ‘Blaney's
Blue’, ‘Daphnoides’, ‘Gartendirektor Rieger’, ‘Golden
Harvest’, ‘Goldflimmer’, ‘Gomer Waterer’, ‘Kathy Van
Veen’, ‘Montafon’, ‘Pearce's American Beauty’, ‘Phyllis
Korn,’ ‘PJM’, ‘Purpureum Elegans’, ‘Rothenburg’, ‘Yaku
Angel’ ‘Yaku King’, ‘Yaku Queen’, ‘Yummy Yak’
Azaleas: ‘Ben Morrison’, ‘Corsage’, ‘Macrantha’, ‘Martha Hitchcock’, ‘Pink Dark’, viscosum ‘Ruth Davis’, ‘Van's
Old Port’, and several Satsuki varieties. Companion
plants: Fragaria chiloensis (Chilean Strawberry)

2-3 gallon pots: $12

Loree travels widely and features her own images in expertly depicted photo chronicles.

Rhododendron hybrids: ‘Anita Gehnrich’, ‘Anah Reschke’, ‘Goldfort’, “Nova Zembla’, ‘Solidarity’
Coming soon: Vireyas The Bovees Nursery collection of
vireyas, is now housed at Van Veen. Cuttings from 850
different plants are rooting. Plants should be available in
early summer, 2021.

Olivia and Donato
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FYI
You’re Invited!

Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden

ARS Willamette Chapter
Wednesday, January 13, 7:00 p.m.
Camellias: Beautiful and Versatile
Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83697977860

Kathy Lintault, past president of the Oregon Camellia

Retaining walls damaged by erosion and underground springs are in danger of collapsing
Crystal Springs has not escaped the fallout from the
pandemic. A loss of admissions means less operating income essential to properly care for this
unique garden.

Society, will talk about the camellia’s diverse and lovely
flower forms which can appeal to those who appreciate
quiet and simple blooms as well as to those who enjoy
the bright and gaudy. Also, the camellia’s past history
and cultural requirements will be discussed, along with
the camellia’s ability to brighten the landscape and partner with other plants, especially in the Pacific Northwest.

In addition, Crystal Springs now faces an even more
crucial challenge. In November, the walls below the
gatehouse began to pull away from their banks and
were threatening to collapse. An engineering assessment indicated that the walls below the gatehouse urgently need to be replaced. Estimates are
upwards of $600,000—an unanticipated expense.
Your generous support to keep this treasured garden safe and beautiful for all our visitors would be
greatly appreciated. We hope to have this essential work concluded before the spring
bloom. Thank you!
Click here to make a gift to support the garden.

Photo by Dorothea Lange courtesy of
Bancroft Library, UC Berkeley.

“Healing Nature: Gardens and Art of Manzanar.” examines the gardens and art at Manzanar Relocation Center
through the lens of three leading twentieth-century photographers to reveal the resilience, perseverance, and resourcefulness of Japanese American internees during
World War II.
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FYI
You’re invited!
ARS Eugene Chapter
Wednesday, January 20
6:30pm social time, meeting at 7pm
RSBG Sikkim Expedition 2015:
In the footsteps of J.D. Hooker
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81188163312?pwd=SVBsZD
MxUzVXYStBckU2NmpRMXNkdz09
Meeting ID: 811 8816 3312 Passcode: 741695
One tap mobile: +12532158782,,81188163312#
Or dial: +1 253 215 8782

Winter at Oxbow Point, residence of ARS Portland Chapter VP, Steve Hopkins

Dr. Keith White has long lived in Salem, Oregon and
practiced medicine in Independence, Oregon, just west
of Salem. He is a member of the board of the Rhododendron Species Foundation and has long served the ARS.
Keith is an experienced photographer and is the chairman of the photography committee of the RSF so you
know his photography is great. Keith will offer a look at
the rhododendrons of Sikkim plus the magnific scenery
of that wonderful part of the world.

ARS Portland Chapter member, David Anderson, has coauthored a book with Ann
Baudin Stullar on Swedes in
Oregon, now available for
sale from Arcadia Publishing.
David previously authored
Mount St. Helens (Images of
America).

Please note: As an addendum to the Hybrid History article on Lansing Bulgin (Rhododendron News, December,
2019), Portland Chapter member Paul Rogers points out
that Bulgin authored a book on rhododendron hybrids:
Rhododendron Hybrids: A Compendium by Parent (1986).
Paul points out that “if a hybridizer wonders about a
plant’s relatives, Bulgin shows the pedigree tree of children & grandchildren, beyond pollen and seed parents,
e.g.:
Loder's White
x calophytum = Abigail
x decorum = Pedlinge
x Fabia = CIS
x Kew Pearl = Susan Lonsdale
x Kew Pearl = Warburton
x Mrs. Furnival = David Shelton
x wardii = Moontide
x williamsianum = Snow Bells
x Yvonne Opaline = Bodega y Quadra"
Also suggested Rhododendron Hybrids (Salley & Greer).

Feature spread in the Chinook Observer (hometown
newspaper of Rhododendron News editor).
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The Portland Chapter of the
American Rhododendron Society is registered in Oregon as a
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501(C)(3) non-profit organization.
Dues and donations are qualified
charitable tax deductions.

BOARD MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP
Benefits include chapter
meetings, quarterly issues of the
Journal American Rhododendron
Society, plant sales and auctions,
garden events and more.
Dues: $40 per year
Other membership options:
www.rhodies.org

Membership Co-Chairs: Steve
McCormick and John Stephens
Contact: pc.ars@outlook.com

OFFICERS
President: Steve McCormick
VP: Steve Hopkins
Past President: Caroline Enns
Secretary: Steve Hall
Treasurer: Dick Cavender

www.rhodies.org
Webmaster: Andrew Stern

Betsy Soifer, John Stephens,
Andrew Stern, Maria Stewart,
Mike Stewart
(through June 30, 2021)

Ann Clack, Ray Clack, Dennis
O’Malley, David Anderson,
Barry Kast
(through June 30, 2022)

NEWSLETTER
Rhododendron News is
published monthly except July,
distributed via email.
Editor: Steve McCormick
ssmccormick@outlook.com
Masthead: Merilee Mannen
For print edition, contact:
Maria Stewart (503) 668-3522

VAN VEEN NURSERY &
VAN VEEN HERITAGE GARDEN
vanveennursery@hotmail.com
(503) 777-1734

CRYSTAL SPRINGS
RHODODENDRON GARDEN
Chair: Dan McLaughlin
dvmclau@comcast.net
Volunteering: csrgvol@gmail.com

Tours/Photoshoots:
Stephanie Kress
gatehousecsrg@gmail.com
(503) 267-7509

Weddings/Events:
Rachael Moloney
eventscsrg@gmail.com
(503) 975-6743

Friends of Crystal Springs:
Chair: Dan McLaughlin
dvmclau@comcast.net

Donations: Donate — Crystal
Springs Rhododendron Garden (crystalspringsgardenpdx.org)

CECIL & MOLLY SMITH
GARDEN
Chair: Dick Cavender
red@redsrhodies.com

smithgarden.org

