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by PETER KENDALL

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
At this time of year
the sun has at last lent
a bit of a boost

Thanks for the
Memories
by Irv Snyder

Plum blossoms
in the wind; lingering snow
on a distant rise

What an experience! What a great
experience! What an adventure! What an
education!

Between yesterday
and the morrow, today’s drizzle
is blotting out the sun

My two years as the President of your
Chapter has been a great experience for
me. What I treasure the most is the
opportunity to get to know many of you
much better.
There is nothing like
committee work, or garden work, or a
project to get you much better
acquainted with your fellow members of
the Portland Chapter: Particularly if you
are a relatively new member and an
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active volunteer for this Chapter; and I can almost guarantee you that
what you get out of this experience will be equal to or greater than what
you put in.
I am most appreciative of all the encouragement I have had from every
one of you. Without your support, counsel and education, I would have
been a disaster. I was a neophyte in the ARS Chapter regarding rules,
regulations and procedures. When it came to rhododendron knowledge, I
was like a first grader sitting in a graduate school course. I have made
much progress thanks to our programs each month and due to the patient
coaching of people like Dave Goheen, Kathy Van Veen, Maria and Mike
Stewart, Dick Cavender, Vickie Molina and Bob McArthur, to name a few.
However, I only feel like I have progressed up to the about the sixth grade
and there is so much more to learn. I still show up at the Early Show with
a flower that was labeled Taurus at home, which I tried to enter as Grace
Seabrook and was kindly advised by our expert rhododendron classifiers
that it was probably neither Taurus nor Grace Seabrook. They suggested
that I enter the truss in the miscellaneous red category, which I was most
agreeable to try. Personally I think it is a frost modified Taurus.
Looking back over the past two years, we have tried a few new things. I
thoroughly enjoyed “Ask the Experts.” We have so much talent in this
Chapter that I could not resist the temptation to throw out some questions
and get the considered opinion of this impressive group of people. I sure
learned a lot and hope that some of you did also. I believe that we have
an outstanding electronic Newsletter and an excellent paper Newsletter for
people who prefer to receive their information in hard copy. Our electronic
Newsletter gives us an opportunity to include more pictures, colored
pictures, and an occasional long additional message, possibly from another
Chapter. Luurt puts a tremendous amount of effort into the Newsletter,
and I sure appreciate all his hard work.
I tried a few Presidential Awards for people whose contributions to the
Chapter went far beyond what could be expected of a volunteer. Working
with the Finance Committee, we recently changed the structure of the
various bank accounts that are necessary to operate the Chapter. This
change should increase the income from these accounts anywhere from
$3,000 to $10,000 per year depending upon the prevailing interest rates
and the amount of money in these accounts. It should also make life
easier for your hard working Treasurer, Dick Cavender.
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We have also completed the fern wall at the Crystal Springs Gardens,
which is a most attractive addition to this magnificent garden. Kathy Van
Veen has done a great job of shepherding this project through the
architectural design stage, then through Parks and Recreation approval,
and eventually through construction. Finally, on a very low key basis at
this stage, we have started considering what options we might have for
replacing or dramatically improving the cool house. Carol McCarthy has
volunteered to head up this effort.
Probably my favorite weekend of the year is Mothers’ Day. It is an
opportunity for Jan and me to show off our rhododendron babies. It is just
plain exhilarating to be in the cool house Saturday morning. It is full of
interesting, knowledgeable, enthusiastic people. Then up at the front gate
of Crystal Springs, there is a flurry of activity as our Chapter helps
introduce a bevy of outsiders to the beauty of rhododendrons and azaleas.
There is a symphony of teamwork at the front gate which is beautiful. Bob
McArthur is everywhere all the time. Mike Domaschofsky is running about
and his wife Ellen and his daughter Evanne are helping us collect money.
Many others are working to make this truly a concerted effort.
Thank you all for your friendship and your help, support,
encouragement, education, counsel, coaching and suggestions. Thank you
for making Mothers’ Day my favorite weekend of the year.

---Irv Snyder
Early Show report
and results:
The Early Bloomer
Rhododendron
Show
was
a
remarkable
success - all things
considered. This year
there were only 155
entries, probably close
to an all-time low.
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However, there were extenuating circumstances that explain this poor
turnout. Climate change struck the Portland area with a vengeance: Most
of our members experienced freezing temperatures
every night for the week before the show. As all rhody lovers know, most
trusses do poorly in freezing conditions making it a minor amazement that
anything showed up that wasn’t grown under protection.
Bovees Nursery walked away with the most-points-in-show trophy; Irv &
Jan Snyder took the best hybrid trophy for a PJM cross; Dick & Karen
Cavender used a truss of R. arboreum to capture the best species in show
trophy, while the Bovees Nursery used the vireya “Carillon Bells” to take
home the grown with protection trophy.

Exhibitor

points

Bovees Nursery
71
D & K Cavender
65
Bob Macarthur
43
D & B Goheen
38
Van Veen Nursery
33
Dot Dunstan
31
Forrest Bump
19
D & K Collier
18
L & J Nieuwenhuis..10
Ernie Metcalfe
8
Susan Bates
8
S & K Averill
7
I & J Snyder
6
Peter Kendall
5
Rosella Girton
1

Return to table of contents

The full list of winners, their exhibitors, and the plants that they won
with can be found in on-line at
www.rhodies.org/pdx/early2008/2008earlywinners.pdf
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Editor’s Observations, inspired by the Early Show
Rhododendron shows always bring out the best and the worst in people.

The volunteers exert themselves over and above what is expected of them.
The people at the plant sale stand out in the cold and brave the elements
all day long to help out people who may not know the difference between
a red and a blue rhody.
I get excited about putting on a good show with clear rules and wellestablished criteria for judging the entries. Every year I get my tail in a
knot because it doesn’t happen the way that I visualized it happening. The
Early Show rules have been refined to the point that there is no need to
modify their basic structure; their implementation is another issue.
Rhododendron names present a confusing thicket of unofficial (that
means locally derived) names, names for registered but indistinguishable
plants, supplanted names and near-homophones (that is names that sound
almost alike).
Rhodophiles have a strong tendency to retain the names that the plants
had at the time of acquisition. This is also true for plants grown from
seeds: The ARS seed exchange has at various times been not very strict
about having contributors identify seed lots as open or hand pollinated.
The result was a lot of great plants were grown and attributed to a
particular species when they in actuality had been bee pollinated leaving
several generations of rhody aficionados not knowing what the species
really was supposed to have looked like.
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In other cases, a misidentified plant might have been bought from a
nursery or through mail order and have been purported to be a particular
named variety. This presents grave problems in future identifications
because unless someone from another region, who has a plant with the
same name but a different provenance, comes and points out the
difference, the commercial trade may well gain several unique strains
having the same name. Confusion is the result.
It is also very easy to find confusion between similar-sounding names.
Rhododendron emaculatum was the name of a species that has been
reclassified to beesianum. The incorrectly referenced Emasculatum should
be neutered at the first opportunity and henceforth be referred to by the
correct name of the rhododendron hybrid which is Emasculum. It is not
surprising that some collectors don’t have the correct name on their plants.
The Early Show saw a few
examples of these problems
again
this
year.
Emasculating
Emasculum
was only one of the
problems. The cold weather
this year brought out a very
low turnout. There was only
one entry in all of the azalea
categories this year:
It
competed by itself for the
Best Azalea in Show Trophy.
Unfortunately, there was a
thin sprinkling of scales on
the underside of the leaf, so
it was disqualified.
The
Novice Trophy also was
retained for disbursement
next year; there were no
novice entries for the second
year in a row.

Pretty looking entries, aren’t they?
The R. lutescens was in the forefront for
getting the blue ribbon and in the running for
best species in show.

Then again, there were a few entries by scoff-laws who know what the
rules demand but who take a fiendish delight in trying to fool the judges
with ineligible entries. Take note: When the class calls for a spray, it does
not mean a bouquet!
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EXCEPT

The scoff-law who entered these trusses tried to slip one over on the judges
It didn’t work!
Our judges know their stuff. These entries were disqualified and only received a
dishonorable mention.

The scientific classification of plants is basically done through the
application of key characteristics and either/or decisions. Supplanted and
invalid names are created because the classification process for
rhododendrons has been constantly refined over the years with the major
change being from the old Balfourianum system to the newer scientific
classifications begun by Cullen and Chamberlain. The renaming process is
also confusing for the layman even though the rules are very specific and
designed to avoid ambiguities. The oldest clear description has priority for
the species name. Reclassifying at a later time retains the species name
where possible but the subgenus, varietal, and subspecies naming may be
revised.
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Many, many years ago the rhody groupings consisted of the lepidotes,
the elepidotes, and the azaleas. Those groupings are still referred as
convenient shorthand but it is not correct usage anymore. The most
fundamental division of the genus Rhododendron is into subgenuses; and it
doesn’t take a genius or even a subgenius to understand the new system,
only a little getting used to the new names.
First, there are a few subgenus that are very uncommon and as such
needn’t concern the average rhodophile overmuch.
Azaleastra and
Mumazalea have a few recognizable but uncommon names in them.
Therorhodion contains the species R. kamschaticum and very little else.
Candidastrum contains only R. albiflorum: Most of the Pacific Northwest
gardeners are familiar with the name albiflorum because it is one the four
native Northwest species; unfortunately it refuses to be grown in
cultivation.
That leaves us with very few subgenus descriptions that we should
familiarize ourselves with. Those are defined as follows:
Rhododendron:
Leaves persistent (or occasionally deciduous).
Indumentum, when present, consists of simple or dendronid hairs. Scales
always present. Inflorescence terminal, or if lateral, then borne on the
axils of the upper leaves. Calyx obsolete or well-developed. Stamens 510. Ovary scaly, hairy, glabrous, and/or glandular. [The Balfourianum
lepidotes, including maddenia and vireyas are now this subgenus –Ed.
note].
Hymenanthes: scales absent. Leaves glabrous or with an indumentum
composed, at least partly, of compound hairs. Generally evergreen.
Flowers in a terminal inflorescence; rachis present or absent. Calyx
obsolete or well-developed. Corolla 5-10 lobed. Stamens 10-20. [The
“Elepidotes” –Ed. note].
Pentanthera: Deciduous. Scales lacking. Indumentum, when present,
consists of simple hairs.
Inflorescence terminal or racemose, 1-15
flowered. Stamens 5-10. Ovary with a variable amount of indumentum.
[The “deciduous azaleas” –Ed. note].
Tsutsusi: Scales lacking. Indumentum of simple hairs or bristles or
sometimes of stiff glandular hairs. Leaves and inflorescence arising from
the same bud scales. Inflorescence terminal, 1 to several flowered.
Stamens (4-) 5-10 (-12). Ovary strigose to glandular. [The “evegreen
azaleas” –Ed. note].
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The above are not the full subgenus descriptions, but should give you
some idea of the characteristics of the four main groups.
Species are supposed to represent gene pools that retain their identity
through successive generations. The fact that gradations exist in nature
(and the hybridizer’s garden) indicates that some of the species gene pools
have more genetics in common than the name distinction would lead one
to believe. Nonetheless, crosses at the subgenus level are rare and often
are only successful in one direction. The presence or absence of scales
seems to be a major barrier that the hybridizer cannot cross. Hence, if you
have a scaly leaf, probably you don’t have an azaleadendron.

--Luurt

return to table of contents

A fundraising possibility
Almost every rhododendron Chapter that I’ve communicated with
complains that acquiring operating funds for their Chapter is an ongoing
concern. I believe that there might be a solution to this problem and it is
based in the promise of global warming.
Sure, the whole topic of climate change is confusing. Correlating people’s
experiences to the weather is so daunting that young people restrict their
experiences to the last few years while old people talk about walking to
school through miles of deep snow. In trying to correlate these varied
memories of how things used to be with how things are, the disaster of
“global warming” has had to be modified to “climate change” to be more in
harmony with people’s memories and the events that they might
experience in the near future.
Sure, there are very articulate scientists and writers who speak about the
fallacy of global warming and the political and social forces that drive this
movement.
Our local favorite is George Taylor, the Oregon State
Climatologist who was defrocked by the Oregon State Governor for not
adhering to the official political position of the current Governor. The
writer Michael Crichton, of “Jurassic Park” fame has published a number of
very articulate speeches and essays outlining the forces behind this
movement: These a few are that are worth reading
http://www.crichton-official.com/speech-ourenvironmentalfuture.html
http://www.crichton-official.com/speech-alienscauseglobalwarming.html
http://www.crichton-official.com/speech-complexity.html
http://www.crichton-official.com/speech-environmentalismaseligion.html
http://www.crichton-official.com/speech-scienceviewsmedia.html
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There are also an ongoing and growing number of other scientific studies
and reviews indicating the lack of scientific fact behind the theories of
human caused global climate change. And then, for amusement, there is
www.surfacestations.com that shows you how those historic readings were
collected.
The problems which indicate that global warming and climate change are
being over-hyped needn’t concern nor deter us. We will have politicians on
our side in this proposed venture. For example, Portland city commissioner
Dan Salzman, in a city council meeting on April 16, 2008, said “Trees have
rights … and that’s what we’re going to be looking for in our enforcement
actions” (could that mean that if we throw away pine cones, they’re going
to arrest us for performing illegal abortions?). During the same week, I
heard radio commercials from the Washington state AAA (Automobile
Association of America) offering to sell us green stickers indicating the
purchase of carbon offsets for operating our cars; the AAA would then use
the money to redeem them by buying the offsets from some other entity.
This brings me to a wonderful economic opportunity for all
rhododendron society Chapters: We could sell carbon offsets to whoever
will buy them, and in return we will plant one or more rhododendron plants
which will soak up CO2 and return oxygen to the atmosphere. Finally, we
have a way for us to make our hobbies pay. An unintended side-effect is
that we will help the environment while we help the chapter coffers.
Of course, if climate change occurs, (and since the weather always
changes so the claim is vacuous) we can take advantage if that change is
in the warming direction: We can all start to propagate and sell vireyas –
an entire new market will open and the benefit of the occasional freeze is
that new plants will have to replace the frozen.
So in the warming of the consensus future our Chapters can become
financially solvent either by selling vireyas or carbon offsets. The future
has never looked warmer for us.

--S Clause

May program and banquet
The May awards banquet will be held on the Tuesday evening after the
Mother’s Day Show. You will have plenty of opportunity to remember the
glorious entries of this year’s show. The food for this year’s banquet will
be provided by YOU, yes, you: The Chapter voted to make this year’s
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event a potluck rather than a pricey catered banquet. If you’re wondering
what to bring, just reuse the recipes for what you brought to the very
successful Christmas potluck.
The trophy winners for the show will be recognized. If you forget what
you won (an unlikely occurrence) you will be reminded at this time. If you
forget again, the results will be found in the June newsletter.
The banquet will present a second opportunity for Chapter members to
hear our speaker. If you scrimped on reading your March electronic
newsletter or didn’t see it at all, the speaker’s information is given below.
The special Banquet speaker is Noel Blansit. His own words give a great
idea of what his qualifications and special interests are. The following
comments are provided by Noel Blansit and reprinted from the
Rhododendron News for April 2008 Website version.
I grew up on a farm in southwest Missouri. After college where I
majored in Art, I married and soon built a small greenhouse/garden center
business. I developed a passion for gesneriads and ultimately started
hybridizing Episcias, which I offered along with a wide assortment of
African violets in a mail order catalog. In those years there was often
speculation among enthusiasts as to whether or not there could ever be a
yellow African Violet. I was one of few that believed it could be achieved
through conventional breeding and started breeding toward that goal.
Eleven years after seeing the first trace of yellow pigment in a seedling, I
released the first yellow African Violet to collectors.
This success led me to the position as plant breeder for Green Circle
Growers in Oberlin, Ohio, one of the larger growers in the country with
over 60 acres under glass, and a 5 acre African violet facility. This was the
largest breeding program of its sort in the world where we produced
12,000 African Violets seedlings per week as part of the facility's
production. In 1994 I made the move to Cottage Grove, Oregon where I
started breeding rhododendrons. I am developing new and different dwarf
rhododendrons that excel in foliage. I have worked as a landscape designer
and consultant while developing a large ornamental garden featuring
rhododendrons, Japanese maples, dwarf conifers and other choice plants.

return to table of contents
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THE MOTHER’S DAY SHOW HELD ON MAY 11-12 AT CRYSTAL
SPRINGS RHODODENDRON GARDEN
Entries are accepted on Friday evening between 7 and 9 PM and
Saturday morning between 7 and 8:50 AM. If you missed getting the show
rules, they are also available for download at the chapter website at
www.rhodies.org/pdx/md2008/2008mdrules.pdf
The judging starts at 9AM and finishes before noon, so at noon the doors
open to the general public. The plant sales are held in the main parking lot
near the entrance gate at 9 on Saturday morning. If you have a special
plant that you are looking for, come early!

April Program
Gene Cockeram came in from the Oregon Coast to present the April
program. He showed pictures of the variety that the native rhododendron
R. macrophyllum exhibits in the wild and in the gardens around southern
Oregon. This native species has distributions on Vancouver Island, British
Columbia, on the Olympic Peninsula, southwestern Oregon Cascades, near
Mount Hood in Oregon as well as in southwestern Oregon. The
southwestern Oregon population shows a great variation in this distribution
range. Colors range from the usual pink to dark pinks and even red, and in
the other direction through near white to pure white forms. Trusses vary
from lax to tight and up to 20 florets per truss.

The ARS journal runs an occasional article on R. macrophyllum: The
latest one is in the current issue of the ARS Journal, V.62 No.2. The author
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of that article states that this rhody has a reputation for not adapting well
to garden environments. Gene’s pictures indicate that this reticence may
not extend to the southern Oregon Clade for this species.
As an aside observation, further collections in Southeast Asia have
shown that many of the rhody species show color gradations from one
location to another. One can only speculate if the same standards of
variation used by the early collectors had been applied by the early
collectors of R. macrophyllum we might have a number of different species
in place of the one.
DICK CAVENDER to APPEAR at RAIN OR SHINE
Chapter members all know Dick for his many contributions to the society.
He has been everywhere and done just about everything for the chapter.
This time he is going to represent the chapter at Rain or Shine on NE
Airport Way and present a talk on R. occidentale. If you missed his
chapter presentation then you can come to Rain or Shine, enjoy an outing
and support Dick. Hear him talk about his favorite topic on Saturday, May
17 at 1PM.
return to table of contents

APRIL 19, 2008

Last
month
we looked at a
few trusses that
received the kiss
of death from
our local version
of
global
warming.
This
month I grabbed
the camera and
sped outside on
April 19 to watch
the corn snow
come down on
the
trusses.
Above is a new growth spike of R. praevernum, living up to its name of “before the
spring”.
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From a distance the corn
snow collecting on the leaf
whorls looks like “snowwhite” trusses.

The flowers may look delicate
with their collection of snow but this
time they weren’t.
The snow
melted soon and none of the flowers
showed any damage. Fortunately,
corn snow is not as hard as hail so
the snow fall did no physical
damage.
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The R. strigillosum of last
month made the mistake of
coming into flower before the
frost and turned into mush
before its time was fulfilled.
Etta Burrows was more shy.
It came out in the middle of
April, after all frost was past,
though not after all danger of
frost was past.

Reiterating a question from
last month: has anyone done a
careful study of floret
hardiness in the face of
freezing and near-freezing
conditions? How about
factoring in the wind-chill
factor under near-freezing
temperatures?

Its hard to tell where the
flowers leave off and the snow
begins.
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Taurus usually blooms in time for the
Early Bloomer Show, two weeks before
this picture was taken. Snow on Taurus
is very unusual.
Survuving snow is without any damage is
even more unusual.

And the lesson is…
keep your camera ready at all times.
You may only get a few minutes of
those special conditions once in several
years and if you’re too late then you
may have to wait a very long time for
another opportunity.

What follows is a last minute addendum

May 4, 2008
This is the first day of sunny warm
weather, the second time for such
weather in the last 2 weeks. It looks
like some plants might bloom in time
for the Mother’s Day Show. So bring
your trusses!
This picture is a bee-pollinated
augustinii, 17 years old from seed and
already 15 ft tall. Its grex siblings are
ordinary sizes and auggie colors. An
intentional
hybridization
program
couldn’t do better than this. The plant
in the middle is Hotei while the color
spot on the right is just a long branch of the same augustinii hybrid
While I was out working in the yard today I found a live obscure root weevil crawling
across the lawn in the noon day sun. I guess that much larger quantities of bug poison
are called for and also that root weevils are not entirely nocturnal.
All pictures copyright by Luurt Nieuwenhuis, 2008

return to table of contents
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CHAPTER OFFICERS

Newswletter
Rhododendron News is the newsletter of the
(All area codes are 503 unless noted)
Portland Chapter and is mailed by non-profit class
President: Irv Snyder 509-427-7738
postage Portland, OR. . Rhododendron News is
Vice President: Jan Snyder509-427-7738
sent to current members in good standing.
Secretary: Carol McCarthy 245-3533
Articles may be copied or reprinted with credit
Treasurer: Dick Cavender 625-6331
given to the author(s) and Rhododendron News.
Past President: Kathy Van Veen 777-1734
Views expressed herein do not imply Portland
BOARD MEMBERS
Chapter or ARS endorsement. Staff:
Through 6/30/09
Luurt Nieuwenhuis managing editor
Ray Clack, Mike Stewart, Kath Collier, Dave Collier
Vicki Molina
editor in chief
Mike Domaschofsky
J. Nieuwenhuis copy editor
Through 6/30/08
hardcopy printing
Loni Welsh
Steve Hopkins, Brenda Ziegler, Steve Kaminski
Maria Stweart
hardcopy mailings
Donna Sell, Maria Stewart
Newsletter articles
GARDEN CHAIRS
Newsletter article and idea deadline is at the
CRYSTAL SPRINGS RHODODENDRON GARDEN
Chapter meeting. Items received after that time
Bob MacArthur 360-256-2522
might not be included in the current issue.
Beverly Watkin 503-244-0537
E-mail contacts:
CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN
Luurt Nieuwenhuis editor@rhodies.org
Ginny Mapes 503-647-2896
enforcer@rhodies.org
Vicki Molina:
PORTLAND CHAPTER WEB SITE
J. Nieuwenhuis copy@rhodies.org
www.rhodies.org/index.htm
kudus@rhodies.org for compliments
Membership and ownership
kudzus@rhodies.org for gripes
The Portland Chapter is a local chapter of the
ideas@rhodies.org for future newsletter ideas
American Rhododendron Society. Combined annual
for newsletter articles via snail mail, send to:
dues to both the Society and the Chapter are $35 for
Luurt Nieuwenhuis, Managing Editor
one person, $40 for family. Annual subscription
P.O. Box 2353
price to the 9+ times yearly newsletter
Vancouver, WA, 98668-2353
Rhododendron News is included in Chapter
Questions concerning delivery should be directed
membership
to
Maria Stewart (503) 668-7565
Online Discussion Group
http://groups.yahoo. com and look for rhododendrons.Meeting time and place
Participants include renowned hybridizers, growers andRegular meetings are held on the third Thursday of
the month except in June, July, and August,
hobbyists.
starting at 7 pm with a social half-hour which
precedes the main meeting.
Tualatin Valley Chapter
Regularly scheduled meetings on the second
For location, see
Monday of the month
www.rhodies.org/pdx/pdx_meeting.htm
at 7 p.m. – at the:
All Saints Episcopal Church
First Baptist Church
at the corner of SE 40th and Woodstock
177 NE Lincoln Street
( a little east of the Crystal Springs Rhododendron
Hillsboro, OR.
Garden) in Portland, OR
Phone: Ginny Mapes 503-647-2896
Email: ginny@coho.net
Vireya Vine Newsletter
Receive a newsletter about Vireya
Siuslaw Chapter
Meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 7 pm. Rhododendrons.
at the:
Submit your Subscription request to:
Presbyterian Church of the Siuslaw,
E White Smith,
3996 Hwy 101 N.
% Bovees Nursery
Florence, OR
1737 SW Coronado
A pre-meeting dinner is held at a different
Portland, OR 97219
restaurant each time at 5 pm. Visit
4 issues a year. Send $10 to join - that’s one ten
www.siuslawars.org to find out where.
dollar bill that lasts forever or until you want to
send
another
to
keep
it
company.
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