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President’s Message:
th

20 - Chapter meeting:
Dr. Bump, Dr. Goheen, Dr. Mossman
The early hybridizers and their deeds. The
evening will conclude with a CUTTING
EXCHANGE
21st-24th Western Regional Rhododendron
Conference at the beach, Newport, Oregon

October
2007
th

18 Chapter meeting
SPECIES RHODY AUCTION

November
2007
th

15 chapter meeting

December 2007

20th annual Christmas potluck

January
2008
th

17 chapter meeting

Haiku

by Peter Kendall

An evening’s gusts
of falling blossoms and the
last heat of the day.
Evening thunderheads
through an interstice, fire
of the setting sun.
Rhythms of the wind
high in the birches; whistle
of a distant train
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SEE YOU AT THE BEACH
You may remember the April meeting when
Anne Gross, our District Director, mentioned that
the National ARS had told her it was unnecessary
to hold Regional Conferences more than once
every two years. She asked how the membership
of our Chapter felt about skipping a year between
conventions.
The result was a resounding
endorsement of holding meetings every year. But
was there enough time to get everything together
for a meeting in the coming fall?
Harold Greer and Mike Stewart, together with
many other people, have put together a marvelous
program starting September 21st at the Oregon
coast. It is most stimulating to see the list of
excellent speakers that were assembled on
relatively short notice. It just goes to show that
you cannot stop a bunch of rhodie lovers when
they are determined to do something.
Many thanks are due to all the people who put
so much effort into preparing for this meeting.
We now need to go down to Agate Beach to enjoy
the various presentations, the Oregon coast and
best of all the friendship of our rhodie
compatriots. If you don’t know how to get there,
don’t have a ride or don’t want to go there alone
give me a call. We’ll figure something out.
---Irv Snyder

SEPTEMBER CHAPTER MEETING
We have a special treat coming up for the
September 20 meeting. Three rhododendron
collectors—also doctors—Forrest Bump, M.D.,
Frank Mossman, O.D., and David Goheen, Ph.D.,
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will talk to us about important rhododendron hybridizers in the Pacific Northwest, and what
accounts for extraordinary successes in creating outstanding prize winning hybrids.

Get answers to
such questions as:
Do
successful
hybridizers
concentrate
on
particular parent
plants?
What
desirable
characteristics do
they
try
to
develop in the
hybrids?
What
lengths or travels
did these people
go to in order to
create
new
rhododendron hybrids? Where did they derive the
inspiration for their love of rhododendrons?
This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to hear three of the deans of our Northwest
rhododendron history. Special thanks go to Dr. Bump for helping put this program together.

---Irv Snyder
There will be a cutting exchange after the program. Please bring 3-5 cuttings in a moist
plastic bag with a label telling the name of the plant. Expand your horizons; expand your
collection; expand your yard; grow your own.
Return to table of contents

This Month’s featured hybrid:

R. Peter Faulk
by Kathy Van Veen

The R. strigillosum hybrid now known as
Peter Faulk came into existence in the
garden of its namesake sometime before
1950. Mr. Faulk was a primrose grower in
Tacoma; after his death the plant was cared
for by Art Hanson. But it was Art Hanson’s
son who introduced Peter Faulk to the world
when he gave cuttings to Allen P. Johnson of
Port Orchard in about 1964. This same Mr.
Johnson then registered it as Peter Faulk in
1981.
We at Van Veen Nursery got the plant in 1984 from the late Portland Chapter member
Dave Balint. Dave, always so full of knowledge, probably could have told us more about it,
but he is beyond answering now.
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Our Peter Faulk is about eight feet tall and is well branched and spreading. It looks very
much like R. strigillosum with its long thin hairy leaves. Its hardiness is listed at +5oF and we
hoped it might be able to go below zero because R. Harold Amateis does. Chapter member
Dick Klockman, who passed away in July, took it to his home in Bozeman, Montana, to test.
He tried it twice, and both times it survived the winter (under a bushel basket and lots of
snow cover) only to be done in by late spring temperature fluctuations. Thanks, Dick, for
trying and peace to you.
Peter Faulk really stands out because it blooms in March (mid-March in 2007). It has the
ball-shaped truss you would expect from its parentage and is very, very red.
Other registrations from the class of 1981 include R. Phyllis Korn, Betty Sheedy’s R. Night
Editor, Warren Berg’s R. Golfer, and Cecil Smith’s R. Noyo Maiden.
---Kathy
Return to table of contents

A party for R. Peter Faulk
by Vicki Molina

There are some things in life you see
and know that you will never forget. I was
a teenager when I saw Peter Faulk bloom
for the first time.
That brilliant red flower stopped me in
my tracks and arrested my eyes. Guess I
have always been a sucker for red, but
this was a fire of red that burned itself
into me.
Time passed by. I didn't. I couldn't. I
knew then and there I had to honor the
magnificent flower. Each day I would go
and stand in its presence, and then the
flower passed. I knew something had
happened to me. All year I would think
about that red, the early hope of spring;
truly this had to be what Shakespeare was
Peter Faulk, Vicki Molina and friend

referring to when he said that: "Hope
springs eternal in the breast of man."

Spring time did come and I was back for another chance to look upon this flower. I
wondered, would it be as beautiful this year as last? Was I imagining that intense red? I was
not disappointed.
The next time R. Peter Faulk bloomed I realized I had to celebrate this flower. So the
Peter Faulk party began. At first, my co-workers thought I had lost my mind. Who? What? I
was telling them to come to work wearing red and eat red food around that red rhodie truss
sitting in the center of the table. They stopped just short of committing me to a place with
padded cells.
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Later there was the party where we invited City of
Portland officials who were more than confused to be wearing
red (and green) on St. Patrick's Day. A few more people asked
if we were honoring Lenin's birthday or the communist party.
We know that Peter Faulk blooms in mid March, not April. Ah,
but what are politics compared to the honest beauty of a
Peter Faulk bloom? Someone else guessed it was named for
the actor, Peter Falk: Wrong again. The flower was named
for a friend of the person registering it.
A professional job analyst asked us interviewees to bring in
pictures of what or who meant the most to us. I brought in my
pictures of
Peter
Faulk
blooms.
The others
had
pictures of
pets, kids and spouses; oh yes, I guess
they can matter too.
Many people just couldn't grasp that I
was really throwing a party for a rhodie
bloom. But fate can be kind and one year
we invited the volunteers who help to
maintain the plants at Crystal Springs
Rose Kress Kathy Van Veen and Bob MacArthur at the PFParty
Rhododendron Garden. Finally! Here were
people who understood my insanity. It was a great way to celebrate Peter Faulk and my way
of saying thank you to some very special people. I am proud of the many friends I have made
with the volunteers there at Crystal Springs. It has been my pleasure to share with them the
flower that has come to mean so much to me. If you haven't gotten to know these people,
you are really missing out on something.
Even now, as I look at the many pictures of
Peter Faulk I have, I smile. Spring will come
and so will another party.
So if next spring you hear sounds of a party
and see all these people wearing red don’t be
alarmed. Just come on in and pay homage to
R. Peter Faulk. –Vicki
Return to table of contents
Frank Willie, master gardener and regular
volunteer at Crystal Springs RG
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Weevils, weevils everywhere
By Luurt Nieuwenhuis

Verse upon seeing pictures of mites crawling on slugs
By Maggie Rogers

I never thought I'd see a mite
I never hoped to see one
but on a slug or carrion beetle
I'd rather see than be one...
I thought that I was done considering weevils several months ago. After all, what can you
say about small life forms that serve no useful--in our opinion-- purpose in life? Well, there
are a number of people who have made these pests a major part of their life’s work, so they
have served some functions in academia at least.
I applied several liberal applications of Telstar® this spring, after which I found no more
creepy-crawlies on my beloved rhododendrons. Problem solved, right? That’s what all the
amateur experts told me at the time.
First, let me digress into my interactions with other yard critters.
One of my summer projects is to reduce the number of flying
insects in the yard and near the house. The June issue showed some
moths and flies that fell afoul of my trap. I even found a few weevils
in the collection pond.
The trap consists of a large bug zapper with two 15 watt black
lights hung over a large shallow pan of water. The whole thing is
placed on a plastic drum so that I don’t have to bend over to see
what the light attracts.
At first there were a lot of moths of all sizes and drab colors. The
only numerous ones that I could identify were the Copper Underwings
but there were many more varieties. Then an
unidentified critter died somewhere in the yard and I
started collecting green bottle flies and tachinid or
flesh flies--50 or more a day. Some of the moths
were of egg-laying maturity: The eggs that they lay
are about 0.1 millimeter in diameter. Some of the
eggs of moths that died and fell into the collection
tray below the black light also hatched, and I was
collecting a dozen larvae out of the water every
morning.
Moth eggs
By August the moth catch decreased a little, mostly because we had a cool weather spell,
and the moth larva hatchlings decreased significantly. Instead there was an upturn of the slug
visitations to the side of the plastic drum and nearby buckets. A major surprise, these, since
the slugs have only limited light receptor eyes. Some further experimentation has led me to
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believe that while slug eyes are only rudimentary, they respond to black light frequencies. A
number of pictures of the slugs appear in the August newsletter.
The breathing organ of the slug is a simple lung that opens to the outside world through an
opening called the pneumostome (thanks for the spelling correction go to Don Smart of the
Cascade Chapter ARS). While looking at this structure on a giant garden snail (Limax), I
noticed some small dots moving rapidly over the outside of the slug. Since that time I have
made a point of check on more slugs coming to the barrel and found that most of them
carried the small dots. I finally got some good pictures. These are mites, and their body
length is about 3/10 of a millimeter (in inches that’s about 3/256 of an inch). I counted 10
on one slug. I encountered a few all-brown slugs (from a different genus?) which also had the
mites.

Mites entering the pneumostome of a Limax slug

An educational digression,
courtesy of Don Smart:
A
pneumostome is an opening in
the right side of the mantle of
a pulmonata ordered or
subclassed
slug
(suborder
Stylommatophora) or snail,
through which its single lung is
connected. The frequency of
pneumostome
closing
and
opening is typically less than ½
closures per minute in fully
hydrated slugs and snails. The
rate of closure increases the more
dehydrated the slug is.

Another night there again was a carrion beetle (Nigrophorus) in the water trap. Its mites
are at least 4 times the size of the slugs’ mites. The beetle was paddling through the water,
hoping to get to the edge and escape. There were six mites on her back, moving around but
usually arrayed facing front. I let her go, hoping that she would find and get rid of some of
the food that the flies were breeding in. This marks the end of the digression.
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When the summer watering program really took hold, I noticed more leaf damage to the
well-sprayed rhody row than I remembered seeing earlier. In early August I noticed an
occasional weevil coming to the bug trap. Oops. More observation is called for.
Now off to the Internet, to see what information there is on weevils. Well, lots, but most
of it is pretty useless. Below are my most interesting conclusions.

Its off to the weevil races for a pair of Otiorhynchus

Root weevils do not fly. But the
large black ones are definitely
attracted to black light at night.
They crawl up vertical surfaces. If
they found a bucket, they went up it.
If they found the barrel first, they
went up that instead. They did not
search for the tallest object in the
area. By the middle of August, I
usually would find them two at a time.
I have found one on top of the other
several times: they only stayed that
way for a minute before moving off.
I can’t say what sex they were or
whether anything happened – I’m not
that much of a voyeur.

I also checked the rhody area of heaviest predation. Evil weevils were there again. Most
of the weevils were the lighter brown ones half the size of the big black ones. These are a
different genus and species. They behave differently too. The large black ones remind me of
possums in their behavior. You disturb one and it is likely to fall to the ground and play dead.
If you collect it in a jar, it will often play dead when disturbed. The smaller lighter colored
ones tend to cling to the leaves and move (run away) when disturbed. You’ll need to use
different techniques if you want to catch them.
Every night two or three large weevils would
come to the black light at the barrel.
Sometimes only one would show, sometimes
five. I collected them faithfully. At one point
there was a quart jar with 30 weevils eating
selected rhody leaves sitting on top of the
computer. The small weevils are collected from
the rhody row (and a nearby rose bush), 50 feet
away.
The July e-newsletter showed a picture of a
spider feasting on a small root weevil. I tried to
duplicate this blessed event by dropping two
large black weevils onto a funnel web spider’s
nest that had set up collection services on the side of
the bug trap. She came scuttling out and stood over
the weevils for a couple of seconds, then turned

The obscure root weevil has an inordinate appetite
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around and went back into her hidey-hole. She had no interest in them; the weevils finally
crawled out of the web uneventfully.
Identifying root weevils can be a real pain. I found three useful guides on the internet.
Click to follow links to the files .
http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/eb0970e/eb0970e.pdf
while a more complete key can be found at
http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/CEPublications/eb1990/eb1990.pdf
And the best pictures (for those who find the details challenging) are in
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/catalog/html/sr/sr1065/01.pdf
My large black is the black vine weevil (Otiorhynchus sulcatus) and the smaller brown one is
the obscure root weevil (Sciopithes obscures). The mention in the July newsletter (e-mail
only) was grossly incorrect when I stated that the two weevils were different growth stages
of the same weevil species. Sorry about that. It is possible that the mid-sized weevil in the
pictures is a third variety, the strawberry root weevil, but I’m not sure about that. There are
12 species in our area after all.
I found the life cycle for
the weevils to be equally
enlightening. The information
given was for the black vine
weevil but I suspect that,
given the damage the
rhododendrons in our yard,
the obscure weevils follow
similar patterns. Some adults
over-winter and come out in
the spring to feed on the
rhododendron leaves. They
die off by summertime. The
over-wintering larvae pupate
in April-May and hatch out
within the month to chew the
leaves.
The biggest numbers
The black vine root weevil (Otiorhynchus) and the obscure root weevil (Sciopithes)
showing the relative sizes
of leaf crunchers (adults) are
found from mid-August
through mid-October. Peak weevil egg-laying is in August, with most of the larvae hatching
in September and October.
We have discussed some of the spraying options in an earlier newsletter and won’t repeat
the information here. The most satisfying weevil reduction remains the night-time flashlight
and needle nose pliers. The next most satisfying is the collection jar, where you can admire
your catch and photograph the corpses-to-be.
---Luurt
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life cycle of the black vine root weevil, after Moorhead et al, 1992

THE WESTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE.
One more time, here is a reminder that starting the day AFTER the September Chapter
meeting, there will be a Western Fall Regional Rhododendron Conference at Newport, Oregon.
There is still time to make your arrangements to go to this event. Many people have worked
very hard to arrange a jam-packed program of enlightening topics. In addition, a great many
of your rhody friends from other chapters will be there to welcome you.
and
http://www.rhodies.org/temp/publicity_program_small.pdf (2.1 meg)
http://www.rhodies.org/temp/westernregional2007.pdf (224 K).

Loni Welsh requests that anyone able to
help with the registration table at the
Western Regional please contact her
immediately
<oregon1853@yahoo.com>

Return to table of
contents
A matter of scale –
Moth head in close-up
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CHAPTER OFFICERS
(All area codes are 503 unless noted)
President: Irv Snyder 509-427-7738
Vice President: Jan Snyder509-427-7738
Secretary: Carol McCarthy 245-3533
Treasurer: Dick Cavender 625-6331
Past President: Kathy Van Veen 777-1734
BOARD MEMBERS
Through 6/30/07
Ray Clack, Mike Stewart, Kath Collier, Dave Collier
Mike Domaschofsky
Through 6/30/08
Steve Hopkins, Brenda Ziegler, Steve Kaminski
Donna Sell, Maria Stewart
GARDEN CHAIRS
CRYSTAL SPRINGS RHODODENDRON GARDEN
Bob MacArthur 360-256-2522
Beverly Watkin 503-244-0537
CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN
Ginny Mapes 503-647-2896
PORTLAND CHAPTER WEB SITE
www.rhodies.org/index.htm
Membership and ownership
The Portland Chapter is a local chapter of the
American Rhododendron Society. Combined annual
dues to both the Society and the Chapter are $35
for one person, $40 for family. Annual subscription
price to the 9+ times yearly newsletter
Rhododendron News is included in Chapter
membership

Online Discussion Group

http://groups.yahoo. com and look for
rhododendrons. Participants include renowned
hybridizers, growers and hobbyists.

Tualatin Valley Chapter

Regularly scheduled meetings on the second
Monday of the month
at 7 p.m. – at the:
First Baptist Church
177 NE Lincoln Street
Hillsboro, OR.
Phone: Ginny Mapes 503-647-2896
Email: ginny@coho.net

Siuslaw Chapter

Meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 7
pm.
at the:
Presbyterian Church of the Siuslaw,
3996 Hwy 101 N.
Florence, OR
A pre-meeting dinner is held at a different
restaurant each time at 5 pm. Visit
www.siuslawars.org to find out where.

Return to table of contents

Newswletter
Rhododendron News is the newsletter of the
Portland Chapter and is mailed by non-profit class
postage Portland, OR. . Rhododendron News is
sent to current members in good standing. Articles
may be copied or reprinted with credit given to the
author(s) and Rhododendron News. Views
expressed herein do not imply Portland Chapter or
ARS endorsement.
Staff:
Luurt Nieuwenhuis
managing editor
Vicki Molina
editor in chief
Jeanette Nieuwenhuis copy editor
Loni Welsh
hardcopy printing
Maria Stewart
hardcopy mailings
Newsletter articles
Newsletter article and idea deadline is at the
Chapter meeting. Items received after that time
might not be included in the current issue.
E-mail contacts:
Luurt Nieuwenhuis editor@rhodies.org
Vicki Molina:
enforcer@rhodies.org
Jeanette Nieuwenhuis copy@rhodies.org
kudus@rhodies.org for compliments
kudzus@rhodies.org for gripes
ideas@rhodies.org for future newsletter ideas
for newsletter articles via snail mail, send to:
Luurt Nieuwenhuis, Managing Editor
P.O. Box 2353
Vancouver, WA, 98668-2353
Questions concerning delivery should be directed to
Maria Stewart (503) 668-7565
Meeting time and place
Regular meetings are held on the third Thursday of
the month except in June, July, and August,
starting at 7 pm with a social half-hour which
precedes the main meeting.
For location, see
www.rhodies.org/pdx/pdx_meeting.htm

All Saints Episcopal Church
at the corner of SE 40th and Woodstock
( a little east of the Crystal Springs Rhododendron
Garden) in Portland, OR
Vireya Vine Newsletter

Receive a newsletter about Vireya Rhododendrons.
Submit your Subscription request to:
E White Smith,
% Bovees Nursery
1737 SW Coronado
Portland, OR 97219
4 issues a year. Send $10 to join - that’s one ten
dollar bill that lasts forever or until you want to
send another to keep it company.
info@bovees.com

