Portland Chapter | American Rhododendron Society

Purpose
To encourage interest in
and disseminate information and knowledge about
the genus
Rhododendron.
To provide a medium
through which all persons
interested in the genus may
communicate with others
through education, scientific studies, meetings, publications, and other similar
activities

Meetings
3rd Thursdays,
September-May
Meetings start at 7 PM with
a social half-hour preceding
the main meeting. We clean
up and exit by 9:30 PM.
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“In the Stewart Garden”. In June, Mike Stewart sent this photo of R. ‘Dover Rose’ “before the big rain storm, which turned everything mush”
with he and Maria in the photo.

Smith Garden Soirée
Members of the ARS Portland, Willamette
and Tualatin Valley chapters are invited to
the Smith Garden Soirée
The revival of this annual potluck
Summer get-together will be
Saturday, August 20
Setup at 5 PM, dinner at 5:30
A main dish will be provided. For the event, Tom Gressler
promises to have some chairs available, although “most folks
bring their own anyway—they’re more comfortable.” So do
consider bringing something comfortable to sit in to enjoy
the potluck. Tom will run some electric extensions out to the
garage in case anyone needs one for their potluck contribution. Tom says there usually are enough paper plates, cups,
utensils, and napkins. Bottled water will be provided.
Please note: we should remember Dick Cavender as we celebrate. We’ll miss him in the mix.
Directions to the Smith Garden available at:
Cecil & Molly Smith Garden
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President’s Letter
Greetings to all members and thank you
for the opportunity to serve as your Chapter
President ... for the second time. It was exactly
22 years ago that I became President the first
time. I am honored to serve again in this position.
One of the most important things that we
have dealt with recently is getting back together at All Saints Episcopal Church for our Thursday night meetings. The Board of Directors has
voted and—if everything comes together as it
should—we hope to see everyone there September 15, 2022.
Obviously, this is not a job that I will do
alone. I want to point out that many people
are involved in the management of the Chapter. The Officers and Board members are vital to the continuation of future management
and good decision-making, but the Committee
Chairs and members—along with the many
other volunteers—are the real backbone of this
organization.
If you would like to be more involved with
the inner workings of your Chapter, please let
me (pc.ars@outlook.com) or any other Board
member know, and we will give you all the information and assistance that you will need. All
members are invited and encouraged to participate. I know that you all have something
to contribute that the Chapter can use. Please
consider volunteering.
Before our meeting in September, we have
resurrected a long-time traditional activity coming up at the Smith Garden on August 20, The
Soirée. Traditionally this was on a Thursday,
late afternoon, every year. This year we hope to
attract more members and friends on a Saturday. There will be more information here in the
Newsletter to give you more details.
I look forward to seeing all of you at the

Mike Stewart provided this photo of R. ‘Cecil’s
Goal’ hybridized by Cecil Smith and a gift to the
Smith Garden by Ernie Metcalfe, whom we recently identified in the President’s Profile on Elaine
Kritler.

meeting in September. Bring a friend, neighbor, or business associate as a guest and introduce them to the “Rhododendron Experience”.
They will be glad that you did. Besides that, we
always can use new members.
Steve Hopkins
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Meet the Portland Chapter’s New Treasurer: Jim Peters
Then: I was born in the back of a dress shop in Twisp, Washington. Worked in my family’s businesses from age 5 until I earned a BS in accounting from Gonzaga University and joined the Navy
to avoid the draft. Became an officer, volunteered to serve in Viet Nam in hopes of understanding
what was happening there and “drove” a hospital ship, USS Sanctuary, off the coast of Viet Nam
before returning to become a CPA. Worked for local and regional CPA firms until I formed my own
firm, 7-7-77. Our firm did mostly small-business accounting, with a strong presence in the wine
industry, and tax compliance work for businesses and individuals. Sold my firm to a long-time
employee/associate in 2016 and retired.
Now: I’m married and we have one adult daughter. I read, voraciously in broad array. I play
tennis and golf and my wife and/or daughter and I walk for exercise and enjoyment wherever we may be. We all love our Northwest and are outside, in it, whenever we can be. We enjoy
traveling and have taken numerous
trips throughout North America, Europe and Japan and spend about 30
days, each year, at our home on the
Oregon Coast. We maintain a goodsized home garden featuring several Rhododendrons, roses and other
flowering plants. We grow blueberries, plums and an eclectic mix of
edibles including several varieties of
Japanese greens and, usually, kabocha. We’re long-term members of
the Japanese Garden and have volunteered with our local libraries for
many years.
Welcome, Jim!

Jim Peters at Sacher Hotel in Vienna, Austria (photo Jim Peters)
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CALENDAR
Smith Garden Soirée
Saturday, August 20
Potluck—setup 5 PM
Dine at 5:30
Open to Willamette,
Tualatin Valley
and Portland Chapter members
and their friends.
Bring a chair, side dish
and beverage.

Portland Chapter Meetings
Thursday September 15
Thursday October 20
Thursday November 17

Smith Garden visit during Spring ARS convention
May 2022. Pictures by Portland Chapter Member
Sue Gebhardt.
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CONTACT INFORMATION:

Harriet Ottaviano
WCMGA Publicity Chair
Hbjotto90740@yahoo.com
213-999-1189

An Open Garden with free family-focused activities for all.
No registration required.

WCMGA Learning
Learning Garden
Garden at Jenkins Estate, 8005 SW
WCMGA
Grabhorn Rd, Beaverton, OR 97007
Saturday, August 13th 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.

WCMGA Learning Garden Open Garden – Grow Together:
Families in the Garden
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Plant seeds in soil to take home - preschoolers
Transplant starts to take for a winter garden - school age - adults
Harvest a summer vegetable (carrots, radishes, potatoes)
Learn wise watering
Inspect carnivorous plants
Help make an apple twig waddle
Relax with a children's story
Do a garden safari
Come visit, look, feel, smell and taste what happens in a garden.
PNW natives, fruits, vegetable beds, ornamentals, herbs, deer
resistant plants, carnivorous plants, water-wise and pollinator
friendly plants as well as composting and mason bee displays will be
featured. Pick up gardening tips from Master Gardeners who will
answer your gardening questions. Restrooms and children's play
equipment are adjacent to the garden.

For more information, please go to http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/
The Washington County Master Gardener™ Association (WCMGA) sponsors a wide variety
of gardening–related demonstrations, lectures, seminars and workshops in various
Washington County Oregon locations. Most of our events are free and open to the public. The
WCMGA is a 501c3 non-profit supported by hundreds of volunteers, who work to educate the
public about sustainable, affordable gardening. ***
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Spectacular Rhododendron in Rose Garden
Back in late May, when there were very few roses in the International Rose Test Garden (IRTG)
in Washington Park because of the incessant rain and cold weather, the rhododendrons were spectacular! We actually were posting on our website “No roses yet, but come see the rhododendrons!”
I took this picture on May 30th. As you can see from the person in front of this bank of rhodies,
they were a huge sight to behold!
Harriet Ottaviano
IRTG Tour Guide and WCMGA Publicity Director

IRTG Rhododendrons (photo Harriet Ottaviano)
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Peter Kendall Haiku for August 2022
After the downpour
the remnant raindrops
cast in the sun
From high overhead
the soaring hawk coaxing
the raucous crow
Windless, sunfilled day
Everything about to move
if given the nod
Early morning
A heavy fog enveloping
the maples

Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden. (photo Dibblee 6/30/22)
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Introducing Martha Dibblee, New Editor of Rhododendron News
We’re pleased to announce that ARS Portland Chapter member Martha Dibblee has graciously
accepted the position as the new editor for Rhododendron News, starting with this August 2022
issue.
Martha has a BA in chemistry from Portland State University
and an MA from Oregon State University in health physics. She
worked as an environmental radiochemist and a research assistant at OHSU and was the health physicist manager of the Oregon
Health Authority’s Radioactive Materials Licensing Program. She
served on the USNRC Energy Policy Act Working Group and volunteered for the Portland Local Section of the American Chemical
Society, serving as chair and secretary. Martha was a consultant
for 15 years after her retirement in 1998. Her volunteer activities also include publishing newsletters for the Portland American
Chemical Society, the American Penstemon Society, and the Oregon Science Teachers Association.
Martha lives at Willamette View, a large retirement community on 27 acres on the bank of the Willamette River in Oak Grove,
Oregon. Her hobbies include baking, and her specialties are sour- Martha Dibblee (photo C. Grelle)
dough bread and apple pie. She enjoys technology, designing business cards and other printed
materials with desktop publishing software. She is a ceramic potter; she plays the organ; and she
brought her virginal—a harpsichord in a box—to her new home.
Martha has two sons, two daughters, and nine grandchildren. Her husband, Dean, passed
away in 2020.
Welcome and thanks, Martha!
—Steve McCormick
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Photos by Ken Goldman
at Crystal Springs
Rhododendron Garden
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Linda Derkach Photos

Linda Derkach of the Mt. Arrowsmith Chapter on Victoria Island offers these photos of her Rhododendron
hirsutum ‘Flore Pleno’—blooming now. Linda is the Secretary of the ARS and produces an awesome newsletter.
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Maria Stewart’s Rhododendron of the Month
An Extremely Fine Foliage Plant: R. concatenans
Rhododendron cinnabarinum ssp. xanthocodon Concatenans Group
By Maria Stewart
When I walk by this elegant plant in our garden, I stop and enjoy its newly formed, beautifully
glaucous, bluish-green foliage and I cannot resist turning a leaf over to once again delight in its
almost bright glabrous underside. And that is when it is not blooming. From the second half of
April into mid-May, two inch long, bell-shaped apricot-yellow, veined flowers appear! They rest
among these beautiful leaves in a lax truss form. The combination of apricot-yellow and bluish
leaves is a perfect combination.
Classification:
Genus: Rhododendron
Species: cinnabarinum
About its name: Translates into “linking together”.
Distribution in the wild: R. concatenans grows in S.E. Tibet at 10,000 to 12,000 feet elevation.
Structure: In ten years, our plant is three feet high and four feet wide. The leaves are well distributed throughout the plant, but not densely.
Hardiness: +5 degrees F.
Placement in your garden: It prefers partial protection from the afternoon, western sun.
Photos by Mike Stewart.
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New Faces at Crystal Springs
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden’s Director Brandon Baker announced new employees Hilary Spray and Tereasa Treleaven who
have joined the garden team as visitor services
supervisors. They will oversee the gatehouse
at Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden dayto-day activities. Hilary is being promoted after
nearly a year on the team and Tereasa joins
us most recently from WinCo where she served
as a 'person-in-charge' on their staff in Oregon
City.
Lincoln Proud will join the garden's horticulture team on a part time basis two days a
week. Lincoln comes to the garden from Boyce
Thompson Arboretum outside of Phoenix, Arizona and has over a decade of experience in
horticulture. He will split him time between the
Garden and independent contracting in Portland.
Monique Danser will remain with Crystal
Springs Rhododendron Garden as a part time
gardener year-round, having joined as a seasonal gardener this past spring.

Extended Hours* for Friends
of the Garden in August

Brandon Baker, Director of Crystal Springs Rhododendron Gardens. (photo Dibblee)

Tuesday, August 2: 8-10am
Monday, August 8: 4-7pm
Saturday, August 13: 4-7pm
Thursday, August 18: 8-10am
Wednesday, August 24: 4-7pm
Sunday, August 28: 8-10am
*Extended hours are subject to change, please review the calendar of events at Crystal Springs
Rhododendron Garden before visiting. www.crystalspringsgardenpdx.org/events
Brandon Baker (He / Him / His)
Executive Director
Friends of Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden
(971) 401-2219
crystalspringsgardenpdx.org
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Camellia Society’s Summer Meeting
It has been a very exciting weekend at the Van Veen Heritage Garden. On Saturday July 23
we hosted the Camellia Society's summer gathering, luncheon and lecture. There were about 20
people who attended. The meeting included a talk presented by me, lunch, and plant auction,
followed by tours of the propagation house, Vireys, and nursery, led by Jake. Four tables were set
up on the loading dock with table cloths, drinks provided by us, food provided by the Camellia
Society.
The presentation included history of the Van Veen family and Nursery, Vireya Rhododendrons,
and lessons on various methods of propagation. This was an exciting time for us in that the educational theme was exactly what we have been working toward to help fulfill an important part
of our mission. Discussion ensued regarding opportunities for further educational activities and
other meeting opportunities for the Camellia Society.
The Camelia Society is making a donation for the space used and will forward the speaker honorarium to the Van Veen Heritage Garden. Each attendee was presented with the Chapter’s book
about Western Hybridizers. As you may know, we have been propagating Camellias for several
years, have provided hundreds of Camellias for their events, and have a fairly good collection of
stock plants growing. We received a strong indication that this will be a yearly event.
Many thanks to the Van Veen crew for working so hard to prepare the grounds and venue for
this event.
Mike Stewart

Photo taken on the loading dock at Van Veen Heritage Garden of highly successful Camellia Society meeting. (Photo Jake McMorrow).
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Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden Summer Pictures
Pictures by Martha Dibblee at Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 6/30/22
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Crystal Springs Rhododendron Gardens
Head Gardner Frank
Tree pruning blossoms from huge
Rhododendron.
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Above muskrat; below, daisies along pathway across from duck pond.
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RN Editor’s Page
At the end of June Steve McCormick passed on his duties as Editor of Rhododendron News to
me. Steve sent an email to membership announcing this change.
I edit two other publications, the American Chemical Society (ACS) Portland Local Section
Newsletter and the Penstemaniac, newsletter of the American Penstemon Society.
I’ve been publishing since the mid-1980s when desktop publishing first was introduced to the
consumer market. I’ve been an active volunteer for both ACS and the Penstemon Society since I
retired in 1998.
Steve in his generous bio mentioned a few of my passions—baking, pipe organs (I’ve taken
people on trips to Europe to see historic instruments), sourdough, music, ceramics. The photo on
Steve’s intro page was taken by my daughter, Christina.
Before I left my Eastmoreland home to join the Willamette View community I had one 20' tall
native pink rhododendron plus a variety of Azaleas and other Rhododendron. Van Veen was propigating an orange Azalea and the native pink Rhododendron. I need to check in with that!
Martha Dibblee
Portland Chapter ARS Newsletter Editor

•
•
•
•
•
•

Submit materials for Rhododendron News

Email your stories, pictures and articles to mgdibblee@me.com
Deadline: last Friday of each month (except for June).
I am not a botanist so please provide complete plant names.
Please provide photo credit and date/place for pictures.
Pictures should be full-size, 300 dpi resolution submitted separately from text.
If you create the story online (e.g., Google Docs) you can email me the link.

Martha’s bowl (photo Dibblee)

Virginal (harpsichord in a box) (photo Dibblee)
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Portland Chapter
The American Rhododendron
Society
PO Box 86424
Portland OR 97286-0424
http://rhodies.org/

The Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society is registered in Oregon as a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Dues and
donations are qualified charitable tax deductions.
MEMBERSHIP
Benefits include chapter meetings, quarterly issues
of the Journal American Rhododendron Society, plant
sales and auctions, garden events and more.
Dues: $40 per year
Other membership options
ARS STORE
OFFICERS
President: Steve Hopkins
Vice President: Ray Clack
Past President: Steve McCormick
Secretary: Steve Hall
Treasurer: Jim Peters
Membership Co-Chairs: Steve McCormick and John
Stephens
Contact: pc.ars@outlook.com
BOARD MEMBERS
John Stephens, Andrew Stern, Maria Stewart,
Mike Stewart, Joanne Turner (through June 30, 2023)
Ann Clack, Dennis O’Malley, Caroline Enns, David Anderson
(through June 30, 2024)
NEWSLETTER
Rhododendron News is published monthly except July,
distributed via email.
Editor: Martha Dibblee
mgdibblee@me.com
Masthead: Merilee Mannen
For print edition, contact Maria Stewart (503) 668-3522

WEBSITE
www.rhodies.org
Webmaster: Andrew Stern
VAN VEEN NURSERY &
VAN VEEN HERITAGE GARDEN
vanveennursery@hotmail.com
(503) 777-1734
CRYSTAL SPRINGS
RHODODENDRON GARDEN
Volunteering/Tours/Photoshoots:
info@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org
Director: Brandon Baker
brandon@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org
Operations Manager: Vacant
(503) 267-7509
Friends of Crystal Springs
FRIENDS ANNUAL PASS
Donations: Donate
CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN
Chair: Vacant
agross@teleport.com
smithgarden.org

Portland Chapter Rhododendron Soc &
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden
All-ARS Facebook Page
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