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In the May 2022 Issue

To encourage interest in
and disseminate information and knowledge
about the genus
Rhododendron.
To provide a medium
through which all persons
interested in the genus
may communicate with
others through education,
scientific studies, meetings, publications, and
other similar activities.

The Cecil & Molly Smith Garden,
developed by the subject of the
May Hybrid History pp 11-16

R. ‘Vee Vee’ – a Leach hybrid,
subject of our upcoming May
Program. pp 4-5

Meetings
3rd Thursdays,
September-May
When safe again,
chapter meetings will be
held at:
All Saints Episcopal
4033 SE Woodstock Blvd.,

Portland, Oregon
Meetings start at 7 pm
with a social half-hour
preceding the main
meeting. We clean up
and exit by 9:30 pm

Photo by Jane Lieber Mays in the
Cecil Smith garden for our May
President’s Profile pp 18-24

Coming up—the annual Crystal
Springs Mother’s Day Plant
Sale – online for 2022. p 25

For info, contact:
pc.ars@outlook.com

The displays set up for judging in
the Crystal Springs “cool house” –
Early Show Recap. pp 9-10

R. ‘Teddy Bear’ – a Cecil Smith hybrid in Maria Stewart’s Rhododendron of the Month (photo
by Odo Tschetsch) p 17
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CALENDAR
Meetings are on ZOOM
Social time 6:30 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM

SMITH GARDEN OPEN DAYS
Saturday/Sunday

April 2 – May 22,
11am – 4pm

Four Haiku for May
Through the overcast
the songless song sparrow
awaiting the sun
Cold enough to snow
Glimpse of a cottontail
hopping under a shrub
Catapult
after catapult
of spring flowers
Rhythms of sunlight
playing off the stillness of
invisible rain
Peter Kendall

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING
Thursday, May 19

Speaker: Connor Ryan
“From Dexter to Disease Resistance:
Rhododendrons in the Midwest”
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85680362937

Cecil Smith’s nephew, Reid Anderson, and
Monica at the Smith Garden “Open Days”

See you in September!
R. ‘Taurus’ by the Jane Martin waterfall.
Photo by Ken Goldman
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President’s Message | May 2022
On the verge of the ARS 2022 convention, this issue
publishes just hours before the start of the various activities associated in and around the base camp of the
meeting—the Heathman Lodge in Vancouver. The
event has been in the planning for over four years,
two of which were spent getting everything in order
for the originally scheduled May dates in 2020—
which never happened! Now we’re revved up again
to bring it together leading into Mother’s Day of 2022.
The hard-working committee for ARS 2022 is confident they’ll be proud of the outcome.
Mr. Smith goes to Washington Oregon. Cecil Smith,
that is. And the Cavenders come into the picture once
again. This issue of Rhododendron News features a
profile on Tom Gressler and Jane Lieber Mays, who
are the residents and devoted caretakers of the Cecil
& Molly Smith Garden and home, purchased by the
Portland Chapter since 1983. Dick was the head of
the Smith Garden committee for the chapter for
many years and sweated both the big and small issues
with diligence and ownership until his death earlier
this year. Jane, a talented artist, painted a special
portrait of Karen, accompanied by her favorite
fauna—quail—that hangs in the Cavender residence.
As usual, the article contains some surprises, i.e.,
Tom’s early career as a musician in a quartet that appeared on the Ed Sullivan Show!

R. ‘Dora Amateis’ blooming on the Bay.
____________________

Ken Goldman has a
knack for catching
waterfowl in his lens
at Crystal Springs.

R. pseudochrysanthum at the Stewart Garden,
buried in the surprise snow of April 11 (Mike’s photo)

Maria Stewart features a Smith hybrid in her ‘Trio of
Bears’ feature as the Rhododendron of the Month.
We recap Seth Menser’s talk at the chapter meeting
on April 21 and we highlight Connor Ryan, who is
scheduled to handle the presentation at the chapter
meeting coming up on the 19th, at which time we’ll be
taking a breather from all the convention commotion.
Let’s hope the weather takes a turn. It’s been pretty
cool and wet. A few degrees up the scale would be
greatly appreciated. It’s so much nicer tackling the
garden chores without getting chilled to the bone.
Our bloom is late on the Coast, as seems to also be
the case in Portland. We want to have an appealing
environment for our out-of-town convention guests,
so we’re hoping for the best (while distributing umbrellas for safety!).
In-person meetings? All the ingredients needed for
our previous format are not in place, so the decision
has been made to hold the re-launch in September—
incorporating a Zoom hybrid ingredient to continue
our reach to as broad a group as possible.

Steve McCormick
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May 2022 Program
Connor Ryan

Research Station, where he works to develop the next
generation of great midwestern hybrids.

“From Dexter to Disease Resistance:
Rhododendrons in the Midwest”
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85680362937
Meeting ID: 856 8036 2937
One tap mobile: +12532158782,,85680362937#
Dial option: 253-215-8782

Connor Ryan is the Rhododendron Collections Manager at Holden Forests and Gardens in and around
Cleveland, Ohio. At Holden, his job responsibilities include curating the rhododendron collection, managing the David G. Leach Research Station, and breeding
rhododendrons. He earned a bachelor’s degree in
Plant Science from Auburn University and Master’s
degree in Plant Breeding, Genetics, and Genomics
from the University of Georgia. Connor is originally
from the Deep South, so rhododendrons have been a
fun, new challenge in his role in Ohio.

Despite being one of the less hospitable places to
grow rhododendrons, the Midwest has been a cradle
for rhododendron hybrid development for about a
century. Many hybrids bred to persist in the hot summers and cold winters of the Midwest are among the
most popular commercial rhododendrons. You are
likely familiar with many of these plants – ‘Holden’,
‘Yaku Prince’ and other Yaku royalty, ‘Edith Bosley’,
‘Calsap’, ‘Capistrano’, and the many Girard azaleas.
Join Connor Ryan, Rhododendron Collections Manager at Holden Forests and Gardens, as he traces the
rhododendron story in northeastern Ohio and beyond. Along the way he will also provide a glimpse
into the breeding program at the David G. Leach

Scene at the Holden Forests & Gardens
One goal of Ryan’s research, following in the footsteps of Steve Krebs, is to develop plants resistant to
root rot, or Phytophthora cinnamomi, one of the most
devastating pathogens in the world. Steve visited the
Portland Chapter in February of 2019 to speak on disease resistance.
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May 2022 Program (continued)
Upcoming Introductions

R. ‘Ingrid Mehlquist’ Built-in disease resistance

Perfect sandy, moist, well-drained soil
for the test garden plot.

R. ‘Ingrid Mehlquist’ x ‘Rio’

R. hyperythrum – a common choice for root stock
because of its tolerances
R. ‘Samoa’ – a Leach-bred red
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April 2022 Program Recap
Seth Menser
“South Pacific Paradise: Flora of New
Caledonia & Lord Howe Island”
Seth reminded us that it’s intriguing to experience
someone’s passion about a genus even if it isn’t focused on our own of rhododendrons. Seth is an expert and lover of all things Ficus and showed us many
examples in his tour of the flora of Lord Howe and
New Caledonia. His research led him to this part of
the world several times while he was affiliated with
the San Diego Zoo as head of horticulture there. Seth
suggested the value of that vegetation probably surpassed that of the animals. Now, forgive us if we go
full-on into the tropical paradise mode here.

our primary species on the Island, was the “it” palm
in the Victorian era and led to a thriving industry exporting seed.

Ball’s Pyramid, 1,800 feet high, off the coast of
Lord Howe Island.

Clouds gather on the mountains in the afternoon.

Aruacaria columnaris on the Isle of Pines.
Relative of the Monkey Puzzle Tree. “Like being in
Dr. Seuss land.”
Lord Howe Island is actually part of New South Wales,
Australia, and is reachable by daily flights from Sydney. There are only 200 full-time residents and only
400 people are allowed on the island at any given
time. The “Howea” palm (Howea forsteriana), one of

A “stick insect” (Dryococelus australis) thought to
be extinct, rediscovered about 20 years ago.
Once common on Lord Howe, the “tree lobster” (stick
insect) population was devastated when a ship
wrecked in 1908 and rats hit the island, decimating
the native flightless birds and these unique insects.
An exploration to Fall’s Pyramid found them still existing and they’re now being bred at the San Diego
Zoo for re-introduction to Lord Howe Island. But not
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April 2022 Program Recap (continued)
until the campaign to eliminate the rats on the island
is successful--a problem for the natives ever since
that wreck.

The tallest species of tree fern in the world.

A carnivorous pitcher plant, like Darlingtonia on our
Oregon coast.

The “Flame-Thrower Palm”
Chambeyronia macrocarpa

“All Ficus trees have an edible fig.”

Crinum asiaticum lily– growing from seed now
at the San Diego Zoo

A view from above of the southernmost
coral reef in the world.
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April 2022 Program Recap (continued)

A Ficus with an inside out flower. Blooms on the
trunk, Requires a specific tiny wasp that drills a hole
in one special place on each fig.

A palm alley.

A nod to rhododendrons on Seth’s closing slide.
Taken in the Blue Mountains outside Sydney.
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April 2022 Recap

By Ann Clack, ARS Portland Chapter
The forecast for the weekend was COLD! And indeed, it was! But with the portable heater going in
the cool house, it was bearable. Saturday actually
turned out to be pretty pleasant and there seemed to
be a lot of people in the cool house viewing the show
all day. Sunday morning was slower as the weather
wasn't as nice and by the afternoon it was downright
nasty with lots of rain. We were blessed to have lots
of workers Saturday morning to help pull off the show
as entries came in. Steve Hall held up the fort in classification along with Ray Clack. Ron and Pat Wiggins
were runners along with Evelyn Kritler and her partner, David. Others who helped place trusses and rearrange the classes before judging included Lisa Volpel-Kimball, Steve McCormick, and John Stephens. Deborah Hedges helped all over the place seeing the little things that needed by done and getting
right in there and doing them.

their recording team of Caroline Enns and Donna
Sell. Our second judging team included Steve Hall, Joanne Turner, and Mark Kimball along with their recording team of Evelyn Kritler and her partner
Dave. With the lower number of entries, judging was
quick and completed by 10:30am which sadly must be
a new record. Lisa Volpel helped Ann during the judging process of bringing the blue ribbon winners to the
best of show judging tables which was very helpful. On Saturday afternoon the information team of
Caroline Enns, Ann Clack, Ray Clack and Steve Hall
fielded questions and tried to make new rhodoholics
in the process. Mike Domaschofsky came on Sunday
morning to be the answer man. Brandon helped us
break the show down along with Steve & Caroline and
Ray & Ann. We had it all done in about an hour.

Photo by Ann Clack
It was a small show this year, which we expected, with
the absence of our beloved Dick Cavender. A total of
103 entries graced the tables. Frank Tree, our CSRG
worker, and Brandon Baker, Director, brought in
some trusses from the garden to help fill out the
benches to make the show more eye catching. The
"tall" judging team included Steve Hall, Luurt Nieuwenhuis, and Ron Mapes who were matched with

Photo by Ann Clack
When you look at the odd year we have had, we felt
fortunate that there were 103 entries. They came
from about 13 different exhibitors. Many places experienced multiple bouts of hail several days before
the show or some, like the Stewarts, had a hard freeze
the day before, taking all blooms away.
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April 2022 Recap (continued)

Photo by Ann Clack

Photo by Evelyn Kritler

Our trophy winners were:

Best Novice - Karen Hanson with unnamed truss
Best Protected - Ray & Ann Clack with an unnamed vireya
Best Azalea - Ray & Ann Clack with R. ‘Dayspring’
Best Species - Evelyn Kritler with her beautiful
spray of R. davidsonianum ‘Ruth Lyons’
Best Hybrid - Dennis O'Malley with his equally
beautiful spray of R. ‘Señora Meldon’
Most Points - Ray and Clack with 107 points.

Photo by Ann Clack

Photo by Evelyn Kritler
We did learn that this will be the last year the show
will be shared with the Daffodil society, which was
sad news. Their group has become too small to make
the show workable. We enjoyed working with them
through the years.

Photo by Ann Clack
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Hybrid History
Cecil Smith
ARS Member from 1947
ARS Gold Medal 1967
ARS Pioneer Achievement Award 1985
Portland Chapter Bronze Medals
(Cecil 1980, Molly 1990)

wheelbarrow load of soil from the forest. Erythroniums, Trilliums, Narcissus, Cyclamen and Anemone
thrive there and add to the attractiveness.

Cecil originally owned much of the surrounding land.
Molly and Cecil were married one week after the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. They built their home
on the hill in 1951.

Cecil & Molly Smith
Cecil Smith was a grass-grower who began collecting
rhododendrons in his original home adjacent to the
present day garden property on Raybell Road in St.
Paul, Oregon, near Newberg—not far from the
Willamette River. The home is sited at the top of a hill
with the garden spreading out below.
The property had been logged in 1915, but by 1951
had reestablished its growth of Douglas fir and native
plants. The view is to the Parrett Mountain, which
protects the garden from the sometimes severely
cold east wind out of the Columbia River Gorge.
“When he started the garden, there were 15 inches of
forest soil, and then it was not even stiff clay underneath.“ (Molly Grothaus, JARS, v39n1). He had raised
the plants a foot before planting by bringing in a

R. ‘Loderi King George’ at the end of the path
in the Smith Garden (photo by Cecil Smith)
The Loderi were Molly’s favorites. Cecil pruned them
into tree-like forms. Maria Stewart pointed out the
unusual rhododendrons found on the property in
Rhododendron News, the Portland Chapter newsletter, in August of 2011. “Look for fine or unusual species including R. davidsonianum ’Ruth Lyons’, R. crinigerum, R. rude, R. proteoides, R. traillianum and
many others.” They freely shared their garden and
hosted many garden tours. Molly was the ever-gracious host, known for offering fresh baked cookies.
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Hybrid History (continued)

Molly Smith, the ever-gracious host, who was famous for her fresh-baked cookies for guests.
Cecil Smith hybrid R. ‘Belva’s Joy’
(photo by Jim Willhite)
Cecil had grown up at Champoeg, as the son of a pioneer family, in the Willamette Valley and treasured
the native plants. He eventually helped sponsor expeditions to the Himalayas, participated in seed exchanges and began experimenting with hybridizing
himself. He pursued the components of fine foliage
and great flowers. Cecil was among the first to use R.
yakushimanum. He was a “leaf turner” and loved the
indumentum of R. yakushimanum and R. bureavii. He
combined the two to produce R. ‘Cinnamon Bear’—
the signature plant in the garden. A number of his
crosses are still found in the trade including ‘Noyo
Brave’ and ‘Yellow Saucer’. He was generous with his
plants and shared his cuttings, seed, and pollen. He
wrote articles for the Journal and his photos were
used extensively.

The three-acre garden slopes gently to the North with
paths constructed to weave from the top to the bottom of the property. Decaying logs, tree stumps, and
fallen limbs are saved for their natural beauty. The
“duff” provides the necessary nutrients, so little fertilizer is needed. He was known to say, “Unless a woodland garden is weeded, it is not a garden but a wild
area.”

Photo by Roger Lintault
The garden was acquired by the Portland Chapter in
1983 at a time when Cecil and Molly were no longer
able to manage the garden themselves and offered it
for sale to the chapter at half the appraised value. To
accommodate crowding in the garden, several new
beds were created and a semi-automated watering
system was installed. The Portland Chapter has managed its care and management with the assistance of
the Willamette and Tualatin Valley chapters. The
work is supported in part by admission fees and sales
of rhododendrons, companions and native plants.
R. ‘Cinnamon Bear’ (photo by Diane Weissman)
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Hybrid History (continued)

R. augustinii (photo by Ginny Mapes)
Frank Mossman awarding Cecil Smith with the Portland Chapter’s Bronze Medal, 1976
Cecil was one year short of being a charter member
of the American Rhododendron Society. He was
awarded the Bronze Medal by the Portland Chapter
in Spring, 1980. Molly followed suit, being awarded
the Chapter’s Bronze Medal in 1990. Cecil served frequently as a show judge, worked on numerous committees, served on the board of directors, and helped
organize the Tualatin Valley Chapter. He was one of
the original enthusiastic supporters of the Rhododendron Species Foundation and was a member of the
board of directors. Cecil was awarded the ARS Gold
Medal in 1976 and the Pioneer Achievement Award
in 1985.
Cecil Smith’s R. ‘Anniversary Gold’
(photo by Bill Stipe)

Cecil Smith awarded the ARS Gold Medal by E.B. Dunn
Cecil was remembered “In Memoriam” by Adele
Jones on his passing in 1998. (JARS, v52n3) Molly followed in 2007.

Photo by Roger Lintault
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Hybrid History (continued)

Cecil Smith being awarded the Pioneer Achievement
Award by Janet Binford, 1985

Ed Egan’s photo of R. orbiculare in the Smith Garden.
The garden has been a consistent feature of tours
from the Western Regional and International meetings of the American Rhododendron Society. The
Portland Chapter (with a gap for Covid) has hosted an
annual “Smith Garden Soirée” on the first Thursday of
August.

Ed Egan’s photo of a 20-year-old R. proteoides in 1985
Smith Garden has been featured on the cover of Horticulture Magazine, on the PBS TV show Victory Garden, and on Mike Darcy’s TV program. It’s included in
the book American Man’s Garden by Rosemary Verey.

Cecil Smith’s R. ‘Noyo Brave’ (photo by Stuart Imrie)

Photo by Roger Lintault in the Smith Garden

You might enjoy Cecil’s write-up in the Journal (V8n3),
as chairperson of the Portland Chapter’s annual show
in 1954 at Crystal Springs. Interesting that Portland
had experienced a heavy frost just the week before
the May 8-15 event. The several hundred foot long
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Hybrid History (continued)
“low bridge” had just been completed by City Parks,
connecting the island to the mainland.

Bruce Duffy (Willamette chapter) designed the plant
labels, hung at eye level; Don & Dorothy Patrick propagated plants from the garden for many years, followed by Dick & Carol Lundin. Ginny Mapes created
and maintains the Smith Garden website.
Acer griseum, planted by Cecil & Molly Smith’s
three granddaughters—Sheri Smith, Tiffany Larson,
and Nicole Hawkins.

Cecil Smith, center, with John Henny, Ted Hansen,
Howard Slonecker, Rudolph Henny, and Bob Bovee
preparing for the 1961 International Rhododendron
Conference in Portland.

R. ‘Molly Smith’ (photo by Harold Greer)

Dick Cavender, long-time treasurer for the Portland
Chapter (recently deceased) was in charge of the garden for many years and had his whole heart in it.
Mike Stewart’s crew from Van Veen Nursery is now
devoting two days a month to the garden’s upkeep
and solicits volunteers for regular “work days” to
keep the garden looking its best. And Tom Gressler
and Jane Lieber Mays have lived in the Smith home at
the garden since 1990, devoting love and attention to
its day-to-day maintenance (profiled in this issue).

Cecil Smith’s R. ‘Yellow Saucer’ (photo by Herb Spady)
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Hybrid History (continued)

R. oreodoxa var. fargesii ‘Barto Rose’
Peter Kendall’s favorite: R. oreodoxa var. fargesii selected cultivar ‘Barto Rose’ – “the earliest blooming
species. Often blooms in mid-March and requires extensive deadheading their bloom is so profuse.”
On the garden, Peter: “A rhododendron display of
aesthetic distinction (with fragrance to boot) that
stretches from early March to late June or early July,
once again garners my enthusiastic embrace.”

Photo by Roger Lintault
“The Smith Garden is absolutely unique both as a rare
plant collection and superb landscape garden.”
~ Graham Smith, Pukeiti Rhododendron Trust, New
Zealand. For other quotes from David Leach to Peter
Cox, please go HERE.

Photos by Roger Lintault and Ginny Mapes
The Cecil & Molly Smith Garden reflects the lives of a
couple who generously left a legacy for future generations to enjoy their woodland garden.
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Maria Stewart’s Rhododendron of the Month
A Trio of Bears: ‘Teddy Bear’, Cinnamon Bear’ and ‘Silver Bear’
By Maria Stewart

R. ‘Teddy Bear’ Photo by Garth Wedemire

R. ‘Silver Bear’ Photo by Mike Stewart

To make this article into a story, ‘Goldilocks’ would have
to be included. However, ‘Goldilocks’ deserves her own
article, therefore, a later newsletter will feature that
fine lepidote. Meanwhile, back to the bears. All three
have striking indumentum of the woolly type underneath their leaves which makes you think of bear fur.
And ‘Silver Bear’ has discontinuous white indumentum
on the tops of its leaves which leads you to think of the
color silver. You will see shared characteristics among
these three rhododendrons, mainly because of their
parentage. Notice that each “bear” grows with a different stature, however. Here are descriptions of the three
bears:
‘Teddy Bear’ grows wider than tall and makes a large
specimen in fifteen years of 4 feet in height and 7 feet
in width. Its leaves are dark green on top and have orange-brown indumentum on the undersides. The same
indumentum extends down the petioles of the leaves
and then down the stems. It blooms in late April into
early May and the 8 to 10 corollas are light purplish pink
fading to white with red spotting in the throat. Its hardiness is -5 to -10o F. It appreciates filtered sunlight and
good drainage. The cross is (Lem’s bureavii hybrid x R.
yakushimanum) but the hybridizer is unknown. Briggs
introduced this hybrid in 1991.
‘Cinnamon Bear’ grows a bit taller than wide in ten
years to about 6 feet in height and 5 feet in width. Its

R. ‘Cinnamon Bear’ Photo by
Diane Weissman

leaves are dark green on top with small remnants of discontinuous fawn-colored indumentum on the previous
year’s leaves. The undersides of the leaves give this rhododendron its name because the indumentum is a rich
cinnamon color. Also, fawn-colored indumentum covers the petioles and the stems. It blooms in late April
into early May with full trusses of about 20 white corollas. It is hardy to –5 to –10o F. It appreciates filtered sunlight and good drainage. The cross is (R. bureavii x R. yakushimanum ‘Koichiro Wada’) and the hybridizer is Cecil
Smith who registered it in 1989.
‘Silver Bear’ is more compact growing than the other
two bears. It grows to about 3 feet tall and wide in ten
years. Its leaves are dark green on top and are decorated
with white discontinuous indumentum. The undersides
are covered with woolly orange-brown indumentum
and the indumentum covers the leaf petioles and the
stems, also. It blooms in late April into early May with
full trusses of white corollas. It is hardy to –5 to –10o F.
It also appreciates filtered sunlight and good drainage.
The cross is (R. yakushimanum x R. bureavii) and the hybridizer is in question. We purchased this rhododendron from Lansing Bulgin about 25 years ago when it
was simply (yak x bureavii). The hybridizer could be
Cecil Smith, but that is not confirmed. We named it ‘Silver Bear’ after growing it for several years under the
cross name only.
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President’s Profile
Tom Gressler
and Jane Lieber Mays
ARS Portland Chapter members since 1990

The Texas Tumbleweeds (Tom on the far right
in his first amateur performance, 1950)
A show-biz start early in life. Tom Gressler was raised in
a professional vaudeville family from the age of eight(!).
That’s Tom on the right. He was born and raised in Pittsburgh and started in his father's band as a boy soprano.
At the age of 10, his father strapped a small accordion on
his back and told him he had to learn how to play it. Two
years later, Tom’s father put together a vaudeville quartet with Tom, his brother, a cousin and a friend. The
Texas Tumbleweeds played for ten years in and around
the Mid-Atlantic States. They sang mostly cowboy songs
and inserted comic routines and performed until Tom’s
sophomore year in college. During that time, in about
1953, the quartet appeared on The Ed Sullivan Show and
Chance of a Lifetime. He finally sold that expensive “box”
(accordion) just last year.
Tom has been a faithful caretaker of the Cecil and Molly
Smith Garden in St. Paul, Oregon since the mid-1990s;
Jane started helping in 2003. The garden is about 32
miles south of Portland and was acquired by the Portland
Chapter in 1983 at a time when Cecil and Molly no longer
were able to manage the garden themselves and offered
it for sale to the chapter. Cecil passed away in 1998 and
Molly in 2007. The Smiths started the garden in the early
1950s, where grass-seed grower Cecil Smith nurtured
rare species from seeds imported from China and cuttings from England, as well as hybrids he developed himself on the property. Cecil was one of the earliest members of the American Rhododendron Society and helped
sponsor expeditions to the Himalayas to hunt for the
woody plant with its show-stopping foliage and flowers.

In the Smith Garden
(from photo gallery by Roger Lintault & Ginny Mapes
at Smith Garden website)
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President’s Profile (continued)

The Texas Tumbleweeds (Tom on the accordion)
A career in the performing arts. After college Tom served
in Korea, then became a teacher of theatre at the University of Oregon. He went on to Linfield College, where
he taught theatre history, acting and directing and directed most of the shows there before retiring. He also
directed theatrical productions in Eugene and Portland-plays, musicals, and operas. Among his favorites:
Stop The World, La Traviata, Die Fledermaus, The Miracle
Worker, Telemachus Clay, Almost Maine.

Tom’s interest in gardening was mostly based on an avid
interest in nature. He was concerned from a very early
age about our treatment of the environment. Besides
small vegetable gardens, he had no special interest in
rhodies. The only experience he had in gardening happened at his grandmother's tiny house in a back alley in
Pittsburgh. She had planted beans in her 6 x 6 garden
and he remembers being given a bean to eat from
the vine and was amazed at how good it was. From then
after, he loved to plant and (usually) eat things, but
mostly appreciated gardens, flowers, et al., from afar.
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President’s Profile (continued)

Tom’s photo of the Smith home, with Jane’s
recommended paint application.

Tom was still working at Linfield when a friend suggested he look into a position which involved living at
the Smith Garden. He arranged a meeting with the Portland Chapter board, was interviewed and accepted. He
was told from the start—in 1990—"not to touch anything in the garden except to mow the lawn.” Now Tom
knows enough about rhodies, companion plants and
weeds to act as crew boss and instructor as he works to
preserve the garden in its natural state.

Dick Cavender on the left.

An opportune match-up. Tom and Jane met on a Greek
island and struck up a surprising friendship, mostly
through email. Jane was teaching in the other Portland—Maine, so it was a cross-country online relationship at first. Eventually she decided to take a huge
chance and travel to see where Tom lived and they have
shared the home since 2003. Fortunately, as Tom says,
she fell in love with the garden. But she did insist on
improvements if she was to move in.

Jane grew up in Quincy, Illinois, raised two boys there,
was married to a member of the legislature, taught at
the American Academy of Art and the University of
Southern Maine and, eventually, Chemeketa Community College. Jane was a professional portrait painter
and has painted portraits of women artists from history.
She always tries to have flowers in the house, selecting
them to match each season."

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXVI, NO. 5 | May 2022 | Page 20

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org

President’s Profile (continued)

Catastrophes along the way. Tom worked with Dick
Cavender to try to keep the lumber company from clearcutting the woods across the street to maintain a wind
break for the garden. During a face-to-face visit on a
Thursday, the president of the company promised to
preserve those ten acres across the road—and on the
following Monday morning started the clear-cutting!

They got permission from the Portland Chapter board to
repaint the entire interior of the house, replace the
kitchen floor, counter tops, antique kitchen sink, replace the pink and black bathroom features, and install
a stone backsplash behind the sink. Also, since Jane
needed a studio, they opened a sidewall and installed
the five, 5’ windows in what was the unused office area
and re-did the battered floor. Tom reports that Jane’s
artistic talent is obvious in all of those improvements.
That includes her suggestion that the exterior of the
house, which was flaking pretty badly, be repainted to
fit into the scheme of the garden—not in the current
white, but in soft brown tones so the house would recede and allow the garden to step forward. Recently,
they volunteered to replace and pay for the installation
of three of the four old screen doors if the Garden purchased one. They did and “the overall effect is very
nice.”
Herb Spady and Bob Grasse were the stalwarts of the
garden then, arriving about 6:30am throughout the
summer to spend much of the day working. As they
started to slow down, Tom started to help out as he
could, as much as his teaching/directing jobs allowed.
They taught him many of the basic chores and he took
on more on his own.

That same winter there was a terrible windstorm. Without that windbreak across the street, 13 full-grown firs
were blown down along with two large oaks and many
rhodies. The biggest ‘Loderi’ was knocked over and
pulled back upright with the help of a truck and cable
winch. Tom says you can still find those cables hidden
in the plant at its base. Except for the firs left standing,
the 4-acre wooded area of the garden was flattened.
Tom learned that the Society recouped some of the loss
by selling off those timbers for $11,000.
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President’s Profile (continued)
For a few years after the flood event, Tom chased cows
and motorcyclists out of the garden. Nearly every year
he has replaced from 50-100 log rails that line the paths.
“Maple and fir rails, especially, rot quickly.” By the late
1990s, he was doing all the physical tasks Herb and Bob
could no longer do.

Soon after the wind disaster, the Willamette River
flooded. Tom watched the rain pool in the fields down
from the house and saw a huge tree float past. The river
had come up to the bottom of the Smith Garden hill. He
was marooned for two days. Tom is grateful there has
never been another flood like it.

From gallery by Roger Lintault & Ginny Mapes

Painting by Jane Lieber Mays

“Fortunately, Jane wasn't here during the horrible wind
storm or the flood. She did experience week-long blackouts and the heat wave of last summer. The house has
no A/C so it was a surprise to her. When she decided to
move here I told her that Oregon summers were so
mild. Ha!”

Jane has had an active career as a portrait painter. Karen Cavender has one special painting by Jane featuring
Karen and some of her favorite genera—the quail.
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A
portrait of Tom by Jane Lieber Mays
The Willamette and Tualatin Valley chapters help maintain the garden with the Portland Chapter. These are
the weekends, April and May, for the annual “Open
Days” at Smith Garden—where you can witness the results of the year-long attention that keeps the garden
such a wonder of rhododendron specimens—which includes the volunteer help of multiple ARS chapter members who contribute to the maintenance on various
“work days” throughout the year. The garden will be
included on the tours from the ARS 2022 convention
taking place May 4-8, at the Heathman Lodge in Vancouver. Tom and Jane hope you get the chance to visit
(again) this year!

(from gallery by Roger Lintault & Ginny Mapes)

Winter 2021
Photos by Jane Lieber Mays unless noted otherwise.
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Painting of Karen Cavender
by Jane Lieber Mays

In the Smith Garden,
photos by Jim Shomaker
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Upcoming Events & More
TREASURER NEEDED
The Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society is searching for a volunteer board
member with strong financial skills and knowledge
to serve as treasurer.

Early morning fog over the low bridge
(photo by Ken Goldman)

The annual Mother’s Day Sale at
Crystal Springs
Rhododendron Garden
will remain online this year.
In honor of Mother’s Day, the Friends of Crystal
Springs will have early access to the online
Mother’s Day rhododendron sale. All proceeds
from the sale go toward the upkeep and improvement of Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden.
The sale will go live at 8:00am for Friends of Crystal
Springs (annual passholders) on Friday, May 6 and
will be available to the public at 8:00am on Saturday, May 7. Plant list HERE.

This immediate opening is due to the loss of our
longtime, dedicated treasurer Dick Cavender. The
Chapter serves as the operating steward of Crystal
Springs Rhododendron Garden under the assumed
business name of Friends of Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden, and has other local projects including the Cecil and Molly Smith Garden in Marion
County, a partnership with Van Veen Heritage Garden and Nursery, and general chapter business.
The treasurer oversees the financial management
of the organization including annual budgets, bank
account details, a robust investment portfolio, and
supervision of contractors including an accountant,
investment advisor, and a tax preparer.
The ideal candidate would serve as the financial liaison for the Chapter, translating financial concepts
and information for the board. The current term,
which Mr. Cavender vacated, ends on June 30, and
a renewable two-year term would begin on July 1st,
2022. An interest in rhododendrons is desired, but
not required. Please contact John Stephens, Portland Chapter nominating committee chair, if you or
someone you know would be interested or would
like to hear more.

Announcing Extended Friends-Only
Hours for May:
•
•
•
•

Saturday, May 7, 8a-10am
Wednesday, May 11, 4pm-7pm
Sunday, May 15, 8am-10am
Friday, May 27, 4pm-7pm

Photos by Ken Goldman
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Black-crowned night heron by Ken Goldman
You’ve seen Ken Goldman’s photos of Crystal Springs
Rhododendron Garden, especially its waterfowl, as a
regular feature of this newsletter. You can enjoy a gallery of Ken’s photos at his Instagram site.
R. davidsonianum ‘Ruth Lyons’

“The enjoyment of scenery employs the mind without fatigue
and yet exercises it, tranquilizes
it and yet enlivens it; and thus,
through the influence of the
mind over the body, gives the effect of refreshing rest and reinvigoration to the whole system.”
~ Frederic Law Olmsted

We offer a special shout-out to Evelyn Kritler, relatively
new member of the ARS Portland Chapter and resident
of the property once lived in by a serious rhodofile – Ernie Metcalfe. Evelyn entered the Early Show and won a
trophy! “Our R. davidsonianum ‘Ruth Lyons’ got Best
Species and I still can’t believe it. I’m so glad we participated—thank you for your encouragement!
Was
pretty special since Sue Metcalfe told me that it was a
winner for Ernie as well.”

CHAPTER ELECTIONS
The Portland Chapter held its Annual Business
Meeting April 21st, on Zoom. Elected to the Board
of Directors for new two-year terms starting July 1,
2022:
Ann Clack
Dennis O'Malley
David Anderson
Caroline Enns
Elected as Officers for the same term:

Check on all events related to the 200th anniversary. Celebrating Frederick Law Olmsted - Parks
for All People (olmsted200.org)

Vice President: Ray Clack
Secretary: Steve Hall
Starting as President on July 1: Steve Hopkins

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXVI, NO. 5 | May 2022 | Page 25

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org

Upcoming Events & More
Give overgrown trees a makeover
with new OSU pruning video series
By KYM POKORNY OSU

was going to do some pruning demonstrations. It’s helpful to see the process, to walk through it with pros.”
The videos do just that. Ranging in length from a 50-second introduction to a 10-minute episode on pruning a
Thundercloud plum, most of the videos are a manageable four to five minutes long, clear and easy to follow.
Pruning is necessary to maintain the tree’s value. If a
tree isn’t pruned properly early on, it will need extensive
pruning later. It’s best to establish a structure that will
keep the tree beautiful and strong — strong enough to
survive a wind or ice storm. Pruning may take longer
with an overgrown tree because no more than a third of
the branches should be taken out at once.

CORVALLIS — Moving into a new house often comes
with an intimidating proposition for many homeowners
— mature trees thick with branches that need serious
pruning.
Knowledge is everything when it comes to pruning mature trees, said Nicole Sanchez, Oregon State University
Extension Service horticulturist. But proper, easy-to-understand instructions can be hard to find. To help fill the
gap, Sanchez produced 11 short videos covering every
aspect of pruning a mature tree.
The video series, called Pruning With the Pros , begins
with necessary tools and ends with advice on when to
hire a professional. Choose an arborist with care,
Sanchez said, or your tree may end up worse than when
pruning started.

But when it comes time — or past time — to pick up a
tool and approach an overgrown tree, people are intimidated by the idea, Sanchez said. They don’t want to
make mistakes that cost the tree in the long run. In that
case, it’s time to call an arborist.
“I hope we helped fulfill the role of giving people the opportunity to see what pros are thinking about and what
they use as far as tools and technique,” Bellom said.
“We wanted to give advice to homeowners about
proper pruning practices, how to prune, when and when
not to prune.”
For those who want a more in-depth look at the principals of pruning take a look at “Pruning Basics for Trees
and Shrubs” (by Amy Jo Detweiler, OSU Extension horticulturist in central Oregon).

In the videos, Tom Ford, a certified arborist who volunteered his time, appeared on screen performing the
pruning, John Bellom, urban forester in Klamath Falls,
assisted Ford.
Sanchez approached Bellom about working together to
create a video series on pruning mature trees. They both
serve on the board of the volunteer Klamath Tree
League. Bellom, who is the former parks supervisor for
Klamath Falls, agreed. With a small grant to help cover
part of the cost of a videographer, Sanchez and her team
were on their way.
“I realized there is a lot of information out there about
pruning young trees, but there’s less available about the
problems you might inherit when you buy a house or
one is passed down,” Sanchez said. “The idea came
when I found out the nonprofit Klamath Falls Arboretum

For the best advice on pruning rhododendrons, specifically, check out the YouTube video by Don Wallace,
compliments of the ARS Eureka Chapter.
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