
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Lewisiopsis tweedyi on the trail 
with Will Clausen—from his RSBG 

February Zoom pp.10-12 

 
 

 

Solid cinnamon beauty – the ulti-

mate indumentum on Maria 
Stewart’s Rhododendron of 
the Month  p. 18  

 
 

 
 

A horticulture manager in Port-
land explores the botany on two 

tropical islands for our April 
program pp. 4-5 

 
 
 
 
  

 
ARS 2022 on the verge.  Click 

HERE for the updated video.  

Convention Update p. 7 
 

 

An appeal to the sweet tooth 
among the surprises in this 

month’s President’s Profile  
pp. 19-22    
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  Purpose 
  

To encourage interest in 
and disseminate  infor-
mation and knowledge 

about the genus 
Rhododendron. 

 

To provide a medium 
through which all persons 

interested in the genus 
may communicate with 

others through education, 
scientific studies, meet-
ings, publications, and 
other similar activities. 

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Meetings 
  

3rd Thursdays, 
September-May 

 

When safe again, 
chapter meetings will be 

held at:  

 

All Saints Episcopal 
4033 SE Woodstock Blvd., 

Portland, Oregon 

 

Meetings start at 7 pm 
with a social half-hour 
preceding the main 
meeting. We clean up 
and exit by 9:30 pm 

 
 

For info, contact: 

  

  pc.ars@outlook.com 

Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society 

Portland Chapter | American Rhododendron Society 

In the April 2022 Issue 

A Don Wallace photo of the deli-
ciously fragrant R. ‘Coastal Spice’ 
created by the subject of our April 

Hybrid History pp. 13-17 
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WELCOME NEW PORTLAND CHAPTER MEMBERS 
ROB & PAT WIGGINS 

 
 

 
 

 
 

~ Dr. Seuss  (in correspondence 
    from Barbara Bullock,  
    Potomac Valley chapter)  

 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 
 

 

Meetings are on ZOOM 
 

 

Social time 6:30 PM, Meeting 7:00 PM 

  

 

 

 

 

SMITH GARDEN OPEN DAYS  
Saturday/Sunday 

April 2 – May 22, 11am – 4pm 
 
 
 

THE EARLY SHOW 
Sat-Sun, April 9-10 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS 

 

 

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING  
Thursday, April 21   

Speaker: Seth Menser 

 

“South Pacific Paradise-Flora of New 
Caledonia & Lord Howe Island”   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89487327728 

 

ANNUAL CHAPTER BUSINESS MEETING 
(BOARD & OFFICER ELECTIONS)  

 

 

 
SPRING INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

May 4-8 
 
 

REGULAR CHAPTER MEETING  
Thursday, May 19   

Speaker: Connor Ryan 
“From Dexter to Disease Resistance: 

Rhododendrons in the Midwest” 
 

 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85680362937 

R E T U R N  T O  T H E  N O R T H W E S T
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Three Haiku for April 
 
In the dense fog the 
rhododendron absolutely  
quiet 
 
Last night’s wind 
continuing to push 
today’s shadows 
 
Across the ground and 
up the trees, the gnarly wind 
stopping at nothing 
 

Peter Kendall     

  
  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

augusr 

Edgeworthia chrysantha ‘Akebono’  
in Loree Bohl’s Danger Garden 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89487327728
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85680362937


It returns.   Whether it has fallen forward or sprung 
back, the season is upon us.   It begins—full of the an-
ticipation of garden surprises that are refreshing and 
new no matter how many times they’ve come to life 
in the past.  Despite so much change in so many parts 
of our lives, we take comfort in the predictability of 
the burgeoning Spring.   Buds on the rhododendrons 
fattening, groundcovers returning to wrap their feet 
in coordinating beauty, perennials coming to life, and 
grass growing much too fast!  We find joy in the abun-
dance about to enfold and should allow the garden to 
distract us from the cares of the world. 
 

The April issue of Rhododendron News features the 
usual delightful surprises–-from digging in to find a 
fascinating narrative for Hybrid History to dialing up 
an unfamiliar new chapter member to find an always 
surprising backstory.   Wanting to learn more about a 
garden treasure on the Oregon Coast, we focus on a 
contributor to the rhododendron world who happens 
to have hybridized one of the all-time beauties—
'Coastal Spice’.  We obtained ours from Don Wallace 
at a chapter meeting years back and are knocked out 
every time it blooms—captivated by its fragrance 
when getting anywhere within fifty feet of it—only 
competing in fragrance with R. edgeworthii, which 
happens to be one of its parents.  We’re bookended 
with these two plants competing for our senses for 
several weeks each year in late spring on the coast.   
How fortunate we are! 
 

For the chapter, it gets busy now.   The Mother’s Day 
plant sale at Crystal Springs is about to go online 
again; the Early Show is next weekend; the Smith Gar-
den is open, and we’re plummeting headlong into a 
convention years in the planning.   A change of hier-
archy pending elections and two more Zoom meet-
ings will complete the season.  No matter how out-of-
kilter, it’s still been a great year.   Hop on for the ride! 

 

 
Bayside:  Osmanthus x burkwoodii 

 
Karen Cavender with R. macabeanum opening 

(photo by Mike Stewart) 
 

 
 
 
 

Why 
Gravel 

Gardens 
are 

Better 
Than 
They 

Sound 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                      Steve McCormick 

President’s Message | April 2022 
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Seth Menser 
“South Pacific Paradise-Flora of New 

Caledonia & Lord Howe Island”  

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89487327728 
Meeting ID: 894 8732 7728 

One tap mobile:  +12532158782,,89487327728# 

Dial Option:  253-215-87 82 US 
 

 

 

The islands of Lord Howe and New Caledonia are eve-
rything you’d hope from a South Pacific paradise. 
Tropical weather, swaying palm trees, sandy beaches, 
and crystal-clear waters. What makes these islands so 
spectacular is the rare and endemic flora that has 
evolved on these isolated islands, situated in the big-
gest ocean in the world.  Seth will explore the botanic 
treasures of the French territory of New Caledonia 
and Australia’s volcanic, Lord Howe Island. 

 

 
Aruacaria columnaris, New Caledonia native 

 

Seth Menser is the Horticulture Manager at the Ore-

gon Zoo. Previously he served as Parks Supervisor for 

Portland Parks and Recreation, overseeing Washing-

ton Park, including the International Rose Test Gar-

den and Hoyt Arboretum.  Prior to returning home to 

Oregon in 2016, he spent over a decade at the San 

Diego Zoo, serving as Horticulture Supervisor. During 

his career at the San Diego Zoo, he worked closely 

with various government agencies across Australia, 

New Zealand, New Caledonia, Costa Rica, and Hawaii 

on conservation projects. Seth is a native of Florence, 

City of Rhododendrons, on the Oregon Coast. 
 

 

Cyathea intermedia, 
a species of the tallest tree ferns in the world 

 

 
Ficus macrophylla f. columnaris 

(Lord Howe Banyan)  
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Strepera graculina crissalis (Lord Howe Currawong) 

 

 

  

Ficus fraseri 

 
 

Gygis alba (White Tern) 

 
 

 

 
All photos by Seth Menser 

 

 
 
 

 
Howea forsteriana (Kentia Palm) with 

Dendrobium macropus ssp. howeanum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trametes 
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Portland Chapter Elections 
 

At the March 17 chapter meeting, held on Zoom, the 
following nominations were announced for two-year 
terms beginning July 1, 2022, at the beginning of the 
new fiscal year: 

 

Board positions:  Ann Clack, Dennis O’Malley, David 
Anderson, Caroline Enns 

 

Vice President:   Ray Clack 
Treasurer:  Lois Moss (who has since decided that, if 
elected, she would be unable to serve) 

 

As of July 1, John Stephens, Andrew Stern, Maria 
Stewart, Mike Stewart, and Joanne Turner continue 
the second year of their two year terms as board 
members through June of 2023.  Steve Hopkins was 
elected President-elect at the Annual Business Meet-
ing in April 2021 and becomes President on July 1. 

 

Elections will take place at the Annual Business 
Meeting on April 21, 2022.  We would appreciate 
members being present.    

 

 

 
 

A note on the Photography Contest 
at the                 . 

 
 

 
 

The photo competition is accepting photos taken 
on any date, with no restrictions on previous 
competitions.  Keep in mind that a winning photo 
from the Eureka competition was taken with a 
cell phone!    You can enter up to eight total pho-
tos and put them in any category!  Have three 
great Landscapes?  Enter them.  Have 4 great 
trusses?  Enter them.  Check photo contest infor-
mation HERE. Please complete the Photo Contest 
Release Form before arrival and email the .jpg’s 
if possible.  We’d also be happy to have historical 
photos of the first 75 years of ARS—meetings, 
people, gardens, outings, expeditions etc. 

 
 

 
Award-winning 
photo by Diane 

Larkin for 
Eureka 2018 

show--taken on 
a cell phone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

R. wumingense in a redwood stump   
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We’re getting down 
to the wire!  

You’re wanted on board for the long-awaited 75th 
(plus 2) ARS Anniversary Convention.   There’s still 
room on the tours, in the hotel, in the special meet-
ings and banquets.   If you’re in the local area, please 
register and attend one or more of the events.  All on 
Saturday, daytime, are free with registration—the 
morning clinics and afternoon sessions with three ex-
cellent speakers:  Juliana Medeiros, Steve Krebs, Va-

lerie Soza.  Check out the schedule.   The Plant & 
Book Sale will have wonderful plants and an amazing 
collection of books (three lists on the website).   
  

 

And just in case you think you’ve “been there, done 

that” – the chance to tour Iseli Nursery (Thursday) 
is a rare one.  This is one of the most outstanding co-
nifer displays and collections in the world (above). 

Heard about the development of Portland Botanical 
Gardens?  Sean Hogan is now on the schedule for 
Rhododendrons in Cascadia on Sunday morning.  

 

 

The Stewart Garden (formerly Dover Nursery) 

 

This Thursday tour includes a visit with catered lunch 

at the Stewart Garden, where Mike and Maria have 
been installing new beds, boulders, and beautiful 
trees and plants over several years for the occasion—
not to be missed.  

 
Sebright Gardens, Woodburn Nursery: also new 
to northwest conventions.  And the pre-tour and 
post-tour are both packed with destinations sure to 
thrill plant lovers.    
 

Dan Hinkley is scheduled for talks on Thursday and 
Saturday.   You’re probably aware what a treasure he 
is to the northwest plant world.  Thursday evening 
he’ll be talking about the development of his own gar-
den, and his book recently published, Windcliff.   As 
one of the intrepid plant explorers, he’ll be sharing his 
22 years of botanizing in Vietnam at the Saturday 
lunch—a nice balance to Steve Hootman’s treks seek-
ing species rhodies there.  
 

 

Join your rhody friends!  We are under-booked (about 
half of the number registered in 2020), so there’s 
plenty of elbow room.    

Registration & details at www.ars2022.org 

 

Last Chance -- there’s still room for you! 
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Speaker:  Jennifer Jewell 

 

“Knowing our Place: A Garden Culture of 
Care Under Western Skies” 

 

March 17, 2022 
 

 

 
A natural garden in Palo Alto, with native plants 

installed to eliminate whitefly, replacing turf grass. 

 

She zoomed from Vermont!  Following several an-
nouncements, including chapter officer and board 
nominations, Jennifer Jewell launched her presenta-
tion from three time zones away.  She acknowledged 
her public radio program podcasts, downloadable by 
weekly episodes, as we identified in the program 
write-up in the March newsletter.  She started the 
hour-long podcasts in 2016 which feature gardeners 
doing “something interesting, expanding our view of 
what gardeners do.“ 
   

 

 

A scene that Jennifer wishes wouldn’t be the norm. 
(Cookie-cutter, unimaginative, unnatural turf grass) 

 

Jennifer considers herself to have a “full-contact sport 
relationship with her own garden.”  Coming from the 
“glossy magazine world”,  she’s the daughter of a gar-
den and floral designer and wildlife biologist father. 
She grew up at 8,000 feet in Colorado and became a   

“die-hard.”  Ecosystem relationships, she says, are at 
the heart.  Her theme in all:  “We can make a positive 
difference.“   

 

 
A more natural front garden (Salt Lake City) 

 

Jennifer reiterates that 20 million new gardeners 
came online during shutdowns—and they’re looking 
for direction.  

 

 

 
A garden in Cody, Wyoming, relieved of turf grass.  

 

Focusing the talk on her new book Under Western 
Skies, Jennifer featured one garden in each of the five 
different zones that comprise the book:  Southwest, 
Southern California, Northern California, Intermoun-
tain West, Pacific Northwest.   

 

 
Evan Bean’s garden in Castle Rock, Wa. 
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Evan Bean, re-envisioning some acreage in his par-
ents’ garden in Castle Rock, Washington, is transition-
ing from having unquenchable “plant lust”—collect-
ing plants based on love at first sight--to appreciating 
and replacing some of his earlier choices with natives.   
 

 
What a “hell strip” can look like. 

 
 

“Beauty matters”, but it’s not right trying to achieve 
ideal photo-perfect garden when it’s not the appro-
priate environment.  It’s not nice to fight Mother Na-
ture.  
 

 
At the Natural History Museum of L.A. 

from a recent renovation. 
 

 

 
 

  
 
Highgrove (above) – Prince Charles’ garden, 100 miles 
west of London.  Although possibly the picture of the 
ideal garden, not necessarily achievable in our own 
local zones. 
 

 
Inspired by the Desert Botanical Garden in Phoenix. 

 

We’re reminded of an Werner Erhard  admonition: 
“Ride the horse in the direction it’s going!” 
 
All photos by Caitlin Atkinson from Under Western Skies.  
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In case you missed it, the RSBG offered a wildflowers 
and wilderness windfall of a Zoom back on Feb. 24.   

 

Botanical tour of the 
Northern Pacific Coastal Ranges 

Yukon, Northern British Columbia, Southeast 
Alaska and Washington. 

 

 
 

Will Clausen, gardener at the RSBG, offered the hiking 
tour review.   Will has worked in public horticulture at 
several botanical gardens across northern parts of the 
U.S. since receiving his B.S. in Environmental Science 
Policy and Management at the University of Minne-
sota in 2010.  He has done field research for the U.S. 
Forest Service and habitat management for The Na-
ture Conservancy.    

 

Highlights included R. neoglandulosum (above), one 
of the few species of Rhododendron native to Wash-
ington state.  This summer bloomer was spotted in 
the mountains near Wenatchee.  In subsection Le-
dum, R. columbianum boasts dainty white flowers 
with leaves that are fragrant when crushed.  

 

The program is still available for viewing.   Just 
email Britt Board britt@rhodygarden.org a note for 
the link.   The charge is $5 for members, $15 for non.   
Here is just a sampling of Will’s excellent photography 
that accompanied his description of the environs:  

 
Castilleja miniata 

 

 
Douglasia nivalis 

 

 
On the edges of the ice sheet 
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The range covered.  

 

 
Pedicularis verticillata 

 

  
Rhododendron menziesii 

 
Rhododendron groenlandicum (Bog Labrador Tea)  

 

 
Polypodium amorphum (7,000’ elevation) 

 

 
Lewisiopsis tweedyi, “probably the most beautiful 

plant you see growing in Washington state” 
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Erythronium montanum 

 
 

 
Dryas integrifolia 

 
 

  
Andromeda polifolia (Bog Rosemary) 

 

 
Cornus x unalaschkensis (Western Bunchberry) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moss & lichens 

Kalmia microphylla –
shown in field and  
flower with its reverse 
side channels holding 
the stamens which are 
released to attach pol-
len with bee activity. 
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Jim & Janice Gerdemann 
Jim 1921-2008 

Janice 1925-2020 
ARS Midwest Chapter 
ARS Siuslaw Chapter 

 

 
 

 

We offer in this issue a special tribute to Jim Gerde-
mann (1921-2008) and his wife, Janice, who created 
an astonishing garden on the coast of Oregon in 
Yachats (pronounced YAH-hots).  Jim was well-known 
for establishing a garden diverse enough for Tasma-
nian tree ferns to share the same soil with native 
skunk cabbage, for tropical Vireya rhododendrons 
that survive the January freeze, for a gigantic African 
honeybush that thrives in a place nothing like its 
homeland.  As he reportedly said, "There's no point in 
planting things you see on the way to the grocery 
store.” 

 

Janice in Germany, 2010 

 
R. ‘Tropic Alpine Survivor’ by Gerdemann (his photo) 

 

The original plantings were mainly Rhododendrons 
with a concentration on species and hybrids that are 
not commonly cultivated in Oregon.  Many of these 
are borderline in hardiness, such as species of Mad-
denia, Arboria, Grandia, Falconera, and Vireya.  Ger-
demann also planted some older and seldom-obtain-
able English rhododendron hybrids.  In addition, he 
hybridized and named several new plants, including 
the series of semi-hardy vireyas that he called “Tropic 
Alpines” and that can be grown outdoors in many 
coastal areas.  The garden contained 21 different 
forms of Rhododendron arboreum alone. 
  

   
Jim’s cactus garden behind the family’s store 

 
 

Born and raised in Pendleton, Missouri, he had a pas-
sion for growing plants from an early age.  Graduating 
at 16, he went to work at the family store, which 
thrived for 90 years.  He accompanied his father on 
buying trips to St. Louis, where his father would drop 
Jim off at the Missouri Botanical Garden. He earned 
his undergraduate degree in botany at the University 
of Missouri, paying his way through college by work-
ing as a waiter at the girls’ college, living cheaply at 
the co-op, and working for 35 cents an hour at the 
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university herbarium.  There, as a freshman, his bo-
tanical knowledge was recognized and he was given 
the responsibility for counting seeds and correcting 
mistakes in the inventory records. 

 

 
R. ‘Tropic Alpine Gold’ by Gerdemann (his photo) 

 

During summers, Jim worked in the forests of Oregon 
for BLM and the Forest Service, controlling White Pine 
Blister Rust, a fungal disease. This was the beginning 
of Jim’s appreciation of the climate and native flora of 
Oregon.  He accepted an assistantship at the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley. During his graduate 
studies, he was advised to pursue his doctorate in 
plant pathology rather than botany.  He was primarily 
a mycologist, specializing in arbuscular mycorrhiza 
and ectomycorrhizal fungus (see his obituary in My-
cologia, 2008).  He completed his master's and doc-
torate in three years and was offered a position at 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  He is 
credited with research in mycorrhiza fungi and is 
much respected for his work in the genus Rhododen-
dron and for developing several tropical vireyas for 
hardiness. 

 

 
R. ‘Tropic Alpine Joli’ by Gerdemann (his photo) 

 
Janice in the Gerdemann garden, 2010.  Read an interview 

with Janice in the Yachats Gazette HERE 

 

Jim met Janice Olbrich and they were married six 
months later on July 2, 1949.  The Gerdemanns and 
their three sons traveled often to Oregon, camping 
and hiking.   Jim and Janice traveled to New Zealand, 
France, England and the Shetland Islands.  
 

 
Photo by Greg Scott from obituary in Mycologia, 2008 

 
In 1981, Jim retired and the Gerdemanns moved to 
Yachats,  where they purchased an acre of spruce and 
hemlock bordering the Siuslaw National Forest, built 
their home, and began developing a botanical garden. 
He became a member of the ARS Siuslaw Chapter and 
authored an article in the Spring 2005 issue of the 
Journal (JARS) on “Breeding Vireya Rhododendrons 
for Cold Hardiness.”   At the time he declared the bar-
rier to be “at about 20oF (-7oC) that so far has not 
been broken” and he offered several suggestions for 
further attempts to achieve vireyas tolerant to 10oF.   
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Today the Gerdemann garden is a treasure of biolog-
ical diversity with exotic plants not ordinarily grown 
in this region, native species, and hybrids developed 
by Jim to survive in the coastal climate. Jim Gerde-
mann aimed for a natural garden, featuring native, 
exotic and hybrid flora, leaving fallen trees as nurse 
logs for trilliums, moss and lichens.  The garden draws 
scientists, naturalists, gardeners, researchers and stu-
dents from around the world, providing a special 
place of beauty and serenity with meandering paths 
for visitors who marvel at the extraordinary range of 
plants that grow just a few blocks from the roaring 
surf of the Pacific. 

 

 
 

An irrevocable conservation easement was estab-
lished to ensure the entire Gerdemann Botanical Gar-
den will remain intact, preserved as a living legacy.  In 
2008, the property was purchased by Jerry and Kath-
leen Sand, who shepherded the garden with care for 
nearly eight years.  In the summer of 2015, the prop- 

 
erty was purchased by Andreea Ghetie. Plans are be-
ing developed to increase the garden accessibility to 
visitors.  The property falls party on a loop hike, bor-
dering the Siuslaw National Forest, called the Ya-Xaik 
trail.  See the story of the Ya’ Xait trail HERE.   
 
 

 

Ya’ Xait trail 

 

Jim was remembered by Tadeusz Dauksza in the ARS 
Journal (JARS) of Summer, 2008.  “The rural heritage 
of the land in the Midwest area (the breadbasket of 
the U.S.) with its small towns, agricultural communi-
ties, 19th and early 20th century immigration, the 
manufacturing base, and strong Catholic influence in 
the big cities have produced many great Americans 
that were influenced by those traditional Midwestern 
lifestyles and values which espouse hard work, com-
mitment to humanity, and love of gardening; such 
was James Wessel Gerdemann.  He joined the Mid-
west Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society 
in 1965 and drove 150 miles to attend meetings of the 
Midwest Chapter, participating in numerous flower 
shows, recruited members and established numerous 
friendships at the University of Illinois.” 

 
 
   

 
The Gerdemann store, Warren County, Mo. 
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https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JARS/v63n2/v63n2-dauksza.html


 

 
R. ‘Aloha’, a vireya hybridized by Don Paden, 

named and registered by Jim Gerdemann  

 

Jim and Janice Gerdemann authored an article in JARS 
(Winter, 2004) on the passing of their close friend, 
Don Paden of Urbana, Illinois, whose hobby was gar-
dening.  “He was interested in growing ornamentals 
that were not commonly grown in the Midwest. He 
started growing rhododendrons when it was common 
knowledge that ‘they could not be grown on the Illi-
nois prairie.’  A cross made by Stan Hall grew into a 
lovely, hardy pink rhododendron which Don intro-
duced and named after his wife: 'Elaine Pagel Paden'.  
Don also named and introduced 'Aloha' from a cross 
made by Dr. Phetteplace who sent seed to the ARS 
Seed Exchange.  He also registered his own hybrid 
'White Felicity'.  Without any training in biology or la-
boratory techniques he taught himself how to grow 
rhododendrons in tissue culture and clone them.” 

 

 
The Gerdemann Garden 

Please enjoy the following selection of photos 
from the Gerdemann Garden:  

  

 
A big leaf rhody  (Photo by Loree Bohl, 

Danger Garden, from her visit in November of 2018) 

 

 
 R. ‘Coastal Spice’ by Jim Gerdemann (his photo) 
(fragrantissimum x burmanicum) x edgeworthii 

 

 
R. proteoides (Photo by Evan Bean) 
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https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JARS/v58n1/#:~:text=Issue%20Contents%20%20%20Sofiero%20-%20A%20Royal,Solid%20Fo%20...%20%208%20more%20rows%20
http://www.thedangergarden.com/2018/11/gerdemann-botanic-preserve-public-trail.html?m=1


 

 
Clerodendrum bungei 

 

 
Erberidopsis corallina 

 

 
Gevuina avellana (Chilean hazelnut) 

 

 
Telopea oreades                   Magnolia wilsonii          

 

Andreea Ghetie reports this will be a spectacular year 
for the garden.  The whole 4-acre garden can be en-
joyed by requesting a tour (via email: gerdeman-
ngarden@gmail.com) during blooming season or by 
staying at the new Treehouse B&B right in the garden, 
surrounded by Rhododendrons.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Garrya 
eliptica 
(Silk tas-
sel bush) 

 
 
 

References: 
News Gazette, Champaign, IL, obituary  
Cultural Landscape Foundation The Gerdemann Garden 
Cultivating Delight 
City of Yachats 
Practical Plant Geek The Rare, The Unusual  
View The Future Remembering Janice Gerdemann 
Forever Missed 
 

Photos this page by Evan Bean, Practical Plant Geek 
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mailto:gerdemanngarden@gmail.com
mailto:gerdemanngarden@gmail.com
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/50310957?location=Oregon%2C%20United%20States&federated_search_id=38d7fd0a-a92b-4e49-bd06-a7b9b512330d&source_impression_id=p3_1649009987_OzHjzHRXwRrkumci
https://www.news-gazette.com/obituaries/james-gerdemann/article_05c00116-24cb-50a5-a997-db1fadec31e2.html
https://ars2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Cultural-Landscape-Foundation.pdf
https://www.thefreelibrary.com/CULTIVATING+DELIGHT.-a0178645198
https://www.yachatsoregon.org/292/Gerdemann-Botanic-Preserve-Public-Footpa
http://practicalplantgeek.blogspot.com/2015/10/gerdemann-botanic-preserve-rare-unusual.html?m=1
https://viewthefuture.org/remembering-janice-gerdemann/
https://www.forevermissed.com/janice-gerdemann/about
http://practicalplantgeek.blogspot.com/


A Species to Treasure: Rhododendron mallotum 

 

By Maria Stewart 
 
  

 
Photo by Mike Stewart 

 
It is hard to pass by a plant of R. mallotum without 
noticing its dark green foliage accented by its woolly, 
brownish-red indumentum. The combination of the 
deep green on the top sides and the striking indumen-
tum underneath begs you to take a second look.  Like 
frosting on a cake, the flowers are beautiful, also.  
They form full trusses of crimson, scarlet or cherry-
red. 

 

Here is more about R. mallotum: 

 

Classification: Section: Hymenanthes Subsection: Ne-
riiflora. R. mallotum is so distinct from the rest of the 
Neriiflora that it is one most easily recognizable of all 
the species in the subsection.  It is an elepidote, 
meaning that its leaves do not have scales.  

Leaves: very thick and stiff, obovate, retained for one 
to three years, dark green on top and covered with a 
dense, woolly cinnamon-brown indumentum on the 
undersides. 

 

Flowers: usually crimson, sometimes scarlet or 
cherry-red in trusses of up to 20 corollas; blooms late 
March to early April. 

 

Placement in your garden: needs protection from 
frost because of its early blooms.  3’ in ten years. 

 

Its natural origin is NE Upper Myanmar and Western 
Yunnan at 11,000 to 12,000 feet. 

 

Hardiness: + 10oF. 
 

 
Photo by Harold Greer 

 

 
R. mallotum illustration by Christy Hansford Baker 

JARS v52n3 
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Maria Stewart’s Rhododendron of the Month 

https://scholar.lib.vt.edu/ejournals/JARS/v52n3/


Sophie Hein & Erik Troedsson 

 

 (new) Portland Chapter Members 
since December 2021 

 

 
 
Sophie Hein & Erik Troedsson are on a trajectory.   
They met in Berlin three years ago through friends—

one of her good friends is married 
to one of his—and she recently 
made the major move to Portland 
from Germany.  Erik and Sophie 
have brand management careers 
in common and are planning a 

celebration of their own branding as a couple, S&E, 
with an August ceremony at the Laurelhurst Club.   

  

  
Berlin 

The couple settled in the Boise neighborhood of Port-
land, in an apartment near the North American head-
quarters and corporate offices of Erik’s employer, 
Adidas—famous for athletic shoes, apparel and 
equipment—where he is Senior Brand Marketing 
Manager. The Adidas head office is located in  Her-
zogenaurach, Germany.  Sophie’s move to Portland 
allows her to continue her own business pursuits. 

 

 

Boise neighborhood of Portland 

 
 

 

Erik grew up in Southern California, which is still home 
to his family—all big Bruins fans.  His mother lives in 
Gearhart on the Oregon coast.   Erik’s dad was with 
the Coast Guard and the family also lived in the U.K.  
His work brought him to Germany, where Sophie had 
grown up.  She was living in an apartment in Munich, 
with a small two-year detour to Hamburg where she 
took care of some neglected Rhodies.  She has friends 
in Bremen, where the joint conference of the ARS and 
German Rhododendron Society was held in May of 
2018.  Hamburg is close, and as Sophie says, “rhodo-
dendrons grow like weeds here.”   
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https://www.sophieanderik.com/


 
Frankfurt garden, home of Sophie’s grandmother 

 

Sophie grew up in Frankfurt as the daughter and 
granddaughter of avid gardeners.   Her mother was 
trained as a landscaper and turned her studies to eco-
nomics after suffering a shoulder problem.  Sophie re-
members her grandmother having “magnificent” rho-
dodendrons among a variety of other outstanding 
garden features, many unusual in Germany, including 
coffee plants and oleanders.  They complemented a 
“gorgeous” house.   She recommends Switzerland for 
rhody lovers, where her father works in diagnostics in 
pharma—at Roche—on the Risch Peninsula of Lake 
Zug, where rhodies there grow into trees.   

 

 
 

Upton Noble Wallpapers @upton.noble. 
 
 

Sophie is trained in fashion and has always focused on 
working for brands steeped in history.  She worked on 
brand communications at Hermès, where she met her 
best friend, Viktoria, who is now her partner in a 

company they founded called Upton Noble— which 
produces fine quality wallpapers—named for a little 
town in Somerset, England. 
 
 

 

 
Viktoria (left) and Sophie 

James PS Mitchell @jamespsmitchell_photographer  

 

Viktoria and Sophie, over their 15-year friendship, 
have also collectively worked for luxury brands LVMH, 
Andreas Murkudis, Mulberry and Paperlux Studio.  
Viktoria is still employed by Robert Kime, Ltd., the 
high-end textile company, which Sophie calls “very 
traditional with quirky fabrics.”   
 

 
Hatch House Garden in Wiltshire 

Clockwise from above:  
All Year Hellebores, 
Teacup Corals, Helford 
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https://upton-noble.com/


 
Sophie in the garden in Wiltshire  

 

Sophie and Viktoria, who is based in Wiltshire, Eng-
land, decided to do something imaginative together 
when Sophie moved to live in the UK at one point.  
The Upton Noble wallpaper style is classic British with 
a twist, incorporating botanical themes, like the All 
Year Hellebores, most of which are hand drawn by the 
pair.   They resource their paper from Belgium.  

 

 
Sophie also freelances when in Germany for a Ger-
man chocolatier—Sawade, a business begun in 1880, 
the oldest chocolate maker in Berlin, former supplier 
to the Prussian crown.   They produce chocolates and 

truffles sustainably, using the highest quality choco-
late and marzipan, mostly hand-made. 
 

Now Sophie feels it’s time 
to settle down.   She is ex-
cited to find “so many 
great areas here.“  She 
loves the European feel of 
being able to walk every-
where.   She feels comfort-
able living in a city with the 
scale of Portland—very 
similar in size to Frankfurt.   
She notes that in Germany 
it’s mostly a renter’s mar-

ket, while it’s easier to be a home owner here.  Sophie 
plans to have a garden, and, without hesitation, 
joined the American Rhododendron Society on arri-
val.   Sophie first interacted with the Society when she 
responded to a request for volunteers at Van Veen 
Heritage Garden on a January cleanup day.  She is vol-
unteering on Wednesdays at Crystal Springs and has 
enjoyed meeting others there working in the garden, 
many of whom are already retired.  She loves “hang-
ing out.”   
 

 

 

 
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 

(photo by  Ron Goldman) 

 

 

Sophie has a very hands-on approach to getting things 
done, including putting up her own wallpaper.  Erik 
supports her gardening effort enthusiastically, based 
on the criteria “If it gives you joy.”  Erik, meanwhile, 
as Sophie suggests, enjoys his barbecuing.   
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https://sawade.berlin/en/chocolates-truffles/


Finding the perfect home is not yet a priority for the 
couple while they’re focused on enjoying Portland to-
gether.   Soon she’ll start her dream garden in the city 
of rhododendrons.  Sophie doesn’t necessarily have 
favorite plants, although she prefers rhodies to azal-
eas.  She remembers, as a child, being paid two Euros 
per bucket to pick acorn seedlings.  And the rest, as 
they say… 

 

 

 

Crystal Springs (photo by Ron Goldman) 

The weather in Germany is similar to what she is ex-
periencing in Portland, although she says it was much 
harsher there—colder and wetter.   She says she loves 
getting out and around their new neighborhood of 
Boise, but there “you didn’t want to go out of your 
house.”    

 
Crystal Springs (photo by Sophie) 

 
 

 
Crystal Springs (photos by Sophie) 

 

Summing up her love of gardening, and her joy in vol-
unteering at Van Veen and Crystal Springs:  “It’s very 
grounding to have your hands in the dirt.” 
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IT COMES BUT ONCE A YEAR! 

 

 
 

CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN 

 

2022 OPEN DAYS  
 

Saturday/Sunday 
April 2 – May 22, 11am – 4pm 

 

Volunteers still needed for the weekends of 
April 23-24 and April 30-May 1 

 

Contact Anne Gross:   agross@teleport.com 
(see details on the sign-up sheet as of 3/30) 

 

 
 

 
Will hummingbirds use a birdhouse and other 

interesting info from Birds & Blooms. 
 

Three Cheers for our Volunteers! 

 

 
Dottie Alberg (left) and some of her team 

 

“Whether it is sunny, overcast, or the rain is blowing 
sideways – every Wednesday, and also some Satur-
days, between February and November, ten to 
twenty volunteers are weeding, deadheading, and 
otherwise caring for one of Southeast Portland's 
treasures – the Crystal Springs Rhododendron Gar-
den. “  (See the article) 
                        …TheBee 
 

 
Volunteers at a recent workday at Van Veen Heritage 
Garden included: Ray and Ann Clack, Caroline Enns, 
Bob Drummey, Steve Hall, Deborah Hedges, Sophie 
Hein, Tom and Merilee Mannen, John McComb, Ed 
Nunez, Gretchen O’Brien, Dennis O’Malley, and Eric 
Sorenson. 
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https://ars2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Smith-Garden-2022-open-days-as-of-3-30-25.pdf
https://ars2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Will-Hummingbirds-Use-a-Birdhouse.pdf
https://pamplinmedia.com/sb/75-features/397230-290897-volunteers-the-secret-of-the-rhododendron-gardens-success


ARS Willamette Chapter 
Wednesday, April 13 

6:30 PM, 7PM program 

 

 
 

Steve McCormick and John Stephens  
 

“Rhododendrons in Southern Chile” 

 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81638702170 
Meeting ID: 816 3870 2170 

One tap mobile:  +12532158782,,81638702170#  
Dial option:  253-215-8782 US 

 

 

A South American travel itinerary in the Fall of 2015 
took Steve and John to the “Lake District” of southern 
Chile.   As might have been expected, due to the sim-
ilar latitude and late November being the southern 
hemisphere’s late Spring, they found rhododendrons 
in full bloom and widely distributed.   John and Steve 
will share their observations and the research they 
did on returning home, as to the prevalence and likely 
origins of rhododendrons in that part of the world. 

 

You’re invited (to be confirmed) 

ARS Eugene Chapter 
 
 

Work Day at Greer Gardens, 
Saturday April 16 

 

Nancy Greer will be hosting a visit from the tour group 
on the ARS 2022 “Willamette Valley & Oregon Coast 
Excursion” convention post-tour on Sunday evening, 
May 8.  The Eugene chapter will be pitching in to spiff 
up the grounds.   

 

 
 

 
Wallace Elzie Reed 

10/21/1937 – 3/1/2022 

 

Wally joined the ARS Willamette Chapter in 2001, on 
retirement, so that he could learn how to take care of 
the old rhododendrons in his new home.  That mor-
phed into becoming “President for Life” which 
spanned 20+ years.  Wally and his wife, Kathy, who 
passed away in July of 2020, focused on making sure 
members had fun.  Kathy focused on organizing and 
managing the club finances.  She also enjoyed hosting 
many lovely holiday potlucks and other social events.  
Wally built and planted the Rhododendron Hillside in 
Bush’s Pasture Park.  They both were instrumental in 
helping Salem Parks raise the funds for the bioswale 
and paving at the SE end of the park.  Kathy also led 
the fund raising for the renovation of the Crooked 
House Play Ground near the Bush House.  More infor-
mation on Wally and Kathy’s life HERE. 

   
 

 

(l to r) Don Graham’s new Van Veen vireyas, 
R. ‘Lee’s Scarlet’ and reaching for the grow lights. 

 

In Memoriam 
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https://www.statesmanjournal.com/obituaries/ssj061652


Newsletters with Rich Content 
 

Click through for a wealth of 
beauty and information: 

 

 
From Lois Blackmore, Victoria Chapter 

 

 

  
From Verna Buhler, Cowichan Valley Chapter  

 

 

 
R. austrinum  

 

From Ken Gohring, Azalea Chapter  

 
R. ‘Mist Maiden’ 

Rhododendrons for the Smaller Garden 
From Linda Derkach, Mt. Arrowsmith Chapter 

 

 
From Hard News to 

Garden Writing. How 
did that happen? 

  

Kym Pokorny, Commu-
nications Specialist for 

OSU Extension 

 

As a former staff writer for The Oregonian, Kym Pokorny 
often covered the gardening and horticulture beat.  She 
launched her popular blog Dig in With Kym, in 2007.   
Kym will give us insights into how she goes about creat-
ing her OSU Newsroom/Oregonian articles, starting 
with questions and ideas, to the research needed to 
translate her findings into content that readers can use.   
This webinar is free to the public. For more information 
and to register, please go HERE.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Camellia blooming in Paul Rogers’ garden(!) 
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https://ars2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Victoria-newsletter-for-April.pdf
https://ars2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Cowichan-Valley-March-2021-Newsletter.pdf
https://ars2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/AzaleaChapterNewsletter4-22D.pdf
https://ars2022.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/mars-march.pdf
http://washingtoncountymastergardeners.org/


PORTLAND CHAPTER 

THE AMERICAN  
RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 

 
PO BOX 86424 
PORTLAND OR 97286-0424 
http://rhodies.org/ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society 
is registered in Oregon as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
Dues and donations are qualified charitable tax deductions.  
 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
Benefits include chapter meetings, quarterly issues 
of the Journal American Rhododendron Society, plant 
sales and auctions, garden events and more. 
Dues:  $40 per year  
Other membership options  

 ARS STORE 
 
  

OFFICERS  
President:  Steve McCormick 
VP, President Elect:  Steve Hopkins 
Past President:  Caroline Enns 
Secretary:  Steve Hall 
Treasurer:  Vacant 

Membership Co-Chairs:  Steve McCormick and John Stephens    
Contact:  pc.ars@outlook.com  

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Ann Clack, Ray Clack, Dennis O’Malley, David Anderson, 
(through June 30, 2022) 

John Stephens, Andrew Stern, Maria Stewart, 
Mike Stewart, Joanne Turner (through June 30, 2023) 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Rhododendron News is published monthly except July, 
distributed via email. 
Editor:  Steve McCormick  
ssmccormick@outlook.com 
Masthead:  Merilee Mannen  
For print edition, contact Maria Stewart (503) 668-3522 

  

 
 

 
WEBSITE 
www.rhodies.org  
Webmaster:  Andrew Stern 
 

VAN VEEN NURSERY & 
VAN VEEN HERITAGE GARDEN 
vanveennursery@hotmail.com 

(503) 777-1734 

 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS  
RHODODENDRON GARDEN 
Volunteering/Tours/Photoshoots:   
info@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org 

 

Executive Director:  Brandon Baker 
brandon@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org 

 

Operations Manager:  Camilla Van Natter 
camilla@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org 
(503) 267-7509 

 

Friends of Crystal Springs 
FRIENDS ANNUAL PASS 
Donations: Donate  
 

CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN 
Chair:  Vacant 
agross@teleport.com 
smithgarden.org 

 

 
 

Portland Chapter Rhododendron Soc & 
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden  

 

All-ARS Facebook Page 

http://rhodies.org/
http://www.rhododendron.org/
http://rhodies.org/chapter/pdx_membership.htm
http://arsstore.org/
mailto:pc.ars@outlook.com
mailto:ssmccormick@outlook.com
http://www.rhodies.org/
mailto:vanveennursery@hotmail.com
mailto:info@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org
mailto:brandon@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org
mailto:camilla@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org
https://www.crystalspringsgardenpdx.org/friendspass
https://www.crystalspringsgardenpdx.org/donate
mailto:agross@teleport.com
http://smithgarden.org/smithgarden.org/Welcome.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/366288423389148
https://www.facebook.com/groups/366288423389148
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanRhododendronSociety

