
 
 
 

Member Gardens on display.  
Steve Hopkins’ R. ‘Wind River’— 
pp 14, 17-18 
 

 
 

 

Passing on his talents – Frank 

Mossman in Hybrid History  

pp 7-10 
 
 

  

A green thumb does a village 

make in President’s Profiles 
pp 12-13 
 

Like frosting on the cake!  

Rhododendron of the 
Month by Maria Stewart 
(photo:  Singing Tree) p 11 
 

 

Our guest speaker’s first intro-
duction—R. ‘Absolute Citron’ in 

the May Program  (photo:  

Steve Henning) p 3  
 
 

 

The “Plain of Tipperari” a desti-

nation included in our April 
Program.  Highlights  pp 5-6  

 

In this May Issue 

  Purpose 
  

To encourage interest in 
and disseminate  infor-
mation and knowledge 

about the genus  
Rhododendron. 

 

To provide a medium 
through which all persons 

interested in the genus 
may communicate with 

others through education, 
scientific studies, meet-
ings, publications, and 
other similar activities. 

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Meetings 
  

Chapter meetings are 
held on 3rd Thursdays, 

September-May.   

 

Meetings are currently 
held online via Zoom,  

starting at 7pm,  
following social half-hour 

at 6:30pm, until 
in-person meetings can 

be resumed safely.   
Invitation links are sent 

via email, or contact: 

  

  pc.ars@outlook.com 

Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society Portland Chapter | American Rhododendron Society 

R. ‘Strawberry Sorbet’ 
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A roadside 15’ 
rhododendron 
attracting at-
tention from 
rhody lovers 
on the Long 
Beach Penin-
sula.  ID is the 
question.   
 
Any guesses? 
 

 
 

The only limit to your garden is at the 
boundaries of your imagination.   

 

Thomas Church (via TanglyCottage) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 
 

Online via Zoom 
Sessions open at 6:30pm, meetings at 7 

Dial Option for All:  (253) 215-8782 
 

Thursday, May 20, 2021 
Speaker:  Ron Rabideau 

“A Legacy of Rhododendrons from 
Rare Find Nursery” 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87363177926 
Meeting ID: 873 6317 7926 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,87363177926# 

 
 

Rhodos Down East 
Exploring the North Atlantic 

Region 
 

ARS Spring Virtual and 
Live Convention 

 

JUNE 3-6, Wolfville, Nova Scotia 
 

 
 

Smith Garden “Open Days” 
Saturday/Sunday 

May 8/9, 15/16, 22/23 
11am-4pm 

Info/Directions:  HERE 

 
 

ARS 2022 

 

Spring International Convention  
Portland-Vancouver, May 4-8, 2022 

Website:  ars2022.org 

 

YouTube Video Introduction 
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Beyond the door stoop  
in the early morning sun  
a thousand dewdrops  
 
A windless morning  
The newly unfolded leaves  
motionless 
 
Before the rain  
raining cherry blossoms  
in a downpour  
 
Coming and going  
The capricious shadows beneath  
a fickle sun  
 
April's rising sun  
bringing to shape the fixtures  
of  the garden  

 

Peter Kendall     
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http://smithgarden.org/smithgarden.org/Welcome.html
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The bloom here along the Willapa Bay is unusually late 
this year.   By now we should have seen our ‘Loderi Ve-
nus’ fully out along with the R. keiskei ‘Yaku Fairy’ 
among others.   The R. cilpinense is just now blooming!  
So what’s up?   Suggestions have included the lack of 
much cold weather this winter or the aftermath of a su-
per bloom last year.   Then it came to mind that the 
plants might just be languishing, an explanation that has 
been proposed for the blah, “out of sorts” mood many 
of Covid refugees are in due to the grief and trauma 
we’ve experienced.  We’re probably functioning at less 
than capacity with likely burnout from all the coping.  

 

The New York Times just published an article which sug-
gested the diagnosis as the same “languishing”.  We’re 
not depressed, really, and there are breaks, but we’ve 
been sacrificing human contact and our usual mobility 
to the extent that life has become a bit of a blur.   I don’t 
know about you, but my spring moods change as unpre-
dictably as the sun breaks between the showers.   Don 
Hyatt weighs in, crediting “senior moments–with occa-
sional glimpses of clarity. …being locked up for so long 
because I was isolating due to Covid, I first lost track of 
what day of the week it was. Then I lost track of what 
month it was. Now, apparently, I have lost track of even 
the year…  I signed up for the Virtual ARS Convention to 
help out the people in Nova Scotia but I will need some 
kind of alarm system to remind me when it is June.” 

 

We gardeners have it good.  And there’s consolation in 
the longer days, while the colors in the landscape seem 
to be even more vivid than usual.  As this Annah Fein-
berg article proposes, “(But) I can’t complain.”    

 

 
 

Border color (l-r):  Pieris, ‘Ken Janeck’, ‘Kimbeth’ 
(Greer), R. rubiginosum (behind Coastal Redwood) 

in Steve & John’s Willapa Bayside Garden 

  
A pair of hummers about to fledge 
in a rhododendron at Singing Tree. 

 
Harold Greer’s Rhododendrons of the Month 

                    ‘Laramie’                        ‘Powder Snow’ 
 

This month I am highlighting two plants which are from 
the same cross and possibly the same seed pod.  In 1981 
Jim Barlup of Bellevue, Washington crossed two of the 
most regal Rhododendron species, R. degronianum ssp. 
yakushimanum and R. macabeanum resulting in two 
plants which he named.  One is ‘Laramie’ which he reg-
istered in 1998 and ‘Powder Snow’ which he registered 
om 1999.  They both are similar with ‘Laramie’ having a 
creamy white truss (what other color would you expect 
when you cross a white with a creamy yellow) with a red 
throat with the red color extending nearly all the way 
around the base of the flower.  It has the campanulate 
flower shape and truss form from R. macabeanum.  The 
foliage is mid-sized, showing R. macabeanum, though 
not near as large as that parent.  The leaves are a good 
matte green on a plant well covered with foliage.    “Pow-
der Snow’ on the other hand, has basically the same 
flower except the red throat (nectar pouches) are only 
red on the top lobes.  The foliage is like ‘Laramie’, but 
generally a little smoother and more shiny.  Both have 
light indumentum on the underside of the leaf.  ‘Powder 
Snow’ also makes a very attractive shrub in the garden.     
 

More:  May 2021 Eugene Chapter Newsletter 

 

President’s Message | May 2021 
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Ron Rabideau 
A Legacy of Rhododendrons 

from RareFind Nursery 
(meeting details and link on Page 2) 

 

 
 

Ron Rabideau is a propagator, hybridizer, finder of rare 
plants and experienced photographer.  Many ARS mem-
bers know Ron from his numerous programs and the ex-
ceptional plants offered at RareFind Nursery* in Jack-
son, New Jersey, where he served for 18 years as Gen-
eral Nursery Manager.   He developed the stock plant 
collections of rare and unusual Rhododendron and 
other genera through networking, purchasing and shar-
ing.  He researched and wrote detailed and interesting 
plant descriptions for the nursery’s mail-order catalog 
and web site.  Ron will share with us some of his favorite 
rhododendrons from that time, focusing on those that 
went through production and turned out to be good 
performers.  

 

Ron is currently Horticulture Lab Instructor/Greenhouse 
and Arboretum/Teaching Garden Manager at Mercer 
County Community College.  He grew up in Massachu-
setts loving plants from his early childhood and now 
considers himself a "plant fiend.”  His grandmother 
taught him to grow vegetables when he was about eight 
years old and his father taught him to deadhead rhodies 
not long after.  Ron received his BS in Plant and Soil Sci-
ence from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.  
He has been a rhododendron and daylily hybridizer 
since 1987, and member of the American Rhododen-
dron Society since the early 1980’s.  He is currently pres-
ident of the ARS Greater Philadelphia Chapter.  Ron has 
a broad interest in many plants including Magnolia, 

Clethra and Hydrangea and a strong passion for propa-
gation. 

 

Ron puts his passion for new plants to work seeking out 
new and noteworthy specimens. He has participated in 
four plant and seed collection expeditions to Asia: China 
(2000), Tibet (2002), Arunachal Pradesh, India (2005), 
and the Altai Mountains, Siberia (2007).  Hybridizing 
since the mid-1980s, his first introduction was ‘Absolute 
Citron' (see Page 1) and he has recently added 'Jersey 
Mammoth’ (R. brachycarpum ssp. tigerstedtii x R. maca-
beanum). The cross was made by June Sinclair, who sent 
seed to the ARS Seed Exchange. Ron grew the seed at 
RareFind and selected this individual for its much larger 
leaves.  
 
 

 
R. ‘Jersey Mammoth’ 

 

*RareFind Nursery occupies 11 acres at the northwest-
ern tip of the famous New Jersey Pine Barrens. The 
nursery is centered around a four-acre rhododendron 
display garden in a natural wooded setting. The garden 
is home to a large and diverse collection of shrubs from 
the East Coast. 
 

 
Ron crossing the 600-foot-long Tuting Bridge 
suspended 300 feet over Siang river in India. 

 

Guest Speaker | May 2021 Program 
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Sheer poetry.  There’s no better way to describe the ex-
perience members had as Kathy Lintault lyrically and 
poetically described her evocative photos capturing the 
beauty of Ireland, A Garden Paradise.  “Muscular rho-
dodendron trunks,” “undulating”, “exuberant,” a town 
that “looked like a Crayola box of crayons.” Her tour of 
the country, accompanied by husband Roger, encom-
passed four different areas and a variety of gardens 
from grand and formal to suburban scale.  They ex-
tended an HPSO tour in July of 2015  and continued to 
other gardens on their own.   

 

Enjoy this sampling of the flora and settings shared by 
Kathy at the Portland Chapter meeting on the 15th. 

 

 
Garden Tour Locations  

 

 
19-trunk Seqouiadendron Giganteum 

Planted in 1857, Castlewellan Park 
 

 

 
R. ‘Alison Johnston’ 

 

 
Stone Sculpture 

 

 
Dicksonia antartica (tree ferns) 

 

April Meeting Highlights 
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Rosa ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ with Alstroemeria 

 
 

 
        R. ‘Gill’s Crimson’     Fusion of tropical & prairie 

 
 

 
Composition at Mt. Usher 

 
 

 
 

 
R. ‘Shilsonii’  (barbatum x thomsonii) 

 

 

 
Rodgersia with Pulmonaria 

 
 

 
Dillon Garden, Dublin 
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FRANK MOSSMAN 
(1916-2009) 

ARS GOLD MEDAL, 1977 
PORTLAND CHAPTER BRONZE MEDAL 1970 

 

 
 

Frank Mossman has made prior appearances in Rhodo-
dendron News as the breeder of his award-winning 
‘Washington State Centennial’ in the November issue, in 
Jay Lunn’s article on  garden tours to Washington hy-
bridizers,  and the September 2020 article on ‘Pink Wal-
loper’—a discovery made by Frank Mossman on Halfdan 
Lem’s property.  Now we’ll focus on Frank and his other 
hybrids, awards, and life. 
 

Rhododendronitis spreads!   In the case of Frank Moss-
man, an ophthalmologist, it happened when he re-
moved a cataract from Ben Lancaster’s eye. Mossman, 
up to that point, had only known rhododendrons from 
planting a red (Jean Marie), a pink (Pink Pearl), a purple 
(Purple Splendour), and a magenta (Cynthia).  Mossman 
was invited to Lancaster’s nursery and soon was cap-
tured by the rhododendron’s “seductive embrace.” (Pa-
cific Coast Rhododendron Story, 2001).   Lancaster (1964 
ARS Gold Medal winner) “taught the young doctor how 
to hybridize, how to collect and store pollen, and how to 
put pollen on the stigma.” Lancaster, himself, credited 
Rhododendronitis for his passion.  “While recovering 
from an automobile accident in 1937, he was loaned a 
copy of Dr. Clement Bowers' excellent book on rhodo-
dendrons. This fired his imagination and he immediately 
came down with a chronic case of Rhododendronitis, as 
he would often call it, with an impish grin. The auto 

accident left him with a severe physical handicap, but 
his courage and determination enabled him to create a 
whole new way of life and he established Lackamas Gar-
dens in 1946.” (Source:  QBARS v24n3) 
 

 
 

R. ‘Taurus’ (photo: Tyler Arboretum),  
introduced by Mossman in 1972. 

 

‘Grace Seabrook” is very similar to ‘Taurus’.  Both are 
'Jean Marie' × strigillosum.  Greer (1996) states that the 
flowers of these two cultivars "are so much alike, you 
cannot tell them apart."  He points out that “the differ-
ence between these plants is most noticeable in the 
green leaf and growth buds of ‘Grace Seabrook’, 
whereas the buds of ‘Taurus’ are usually red.”  Source:  
OSU   Note:  ‘Taurus’ was Maria Stewart’s featured rho-
dodendron in the December, 2011, issue of Rhododen-
dron News.  

 

R. ’Leonard Frisbie’ (Mossman photo) 

 

Hybrid History 
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While Mossman’s ‘Taurus’ (‘The Honorable Jean Marie 
de Montague’ x strigillosum) was his standout produc-
tion, he and his collaborator, Britt Smith, focused pri-
marily on the native, deciduous West Coast azalea—R. 
occidentale.  Another case of rhododendronitis:  when 
Britt and his wife moved to a new house in Kent, Wash., 
Mossman brought them rhododendrons for landscaping 
and introduced Smith to Halfdan Lem, William Whitney, 
Ben Nelson, etc., and Smith began his own hybridizing.  
Then, inspired by Leonard Frisbie’s discourse on the wild 
azalea in a publication by the Pacific Rhododendron So-
ciety (Frisbie, 1961), Mossman and Smith began their 
sixteen-year investigation of occidentale.  (Pacific Coast 
Rhododendron Story).  Smith, himself, was awarded the 
ARS Gold Medal in 1980. 
 

 

Britt Smith and Frank Mossman 
 

 

In the ARS “In Memoriam,” Michael Oliver talks about 
Mossman chairing the 1974 ARS convention in Portland 
and mentions a similar catastrophe befalling Mossman 
as it did to Peter Schick (Rhododendron News, April ’21) 
– when Frank’s tender rhododendrons, collected in Bor-
neo with Dave Goheen,  were all lost after their plastic 
shelter was damaged. 

Frank Mossman receiving the Portland Chapter’s 
Bronze Medal award from Ted Van Veen, 1970. 

 

R. ‘Washington State Centennial’ 
(Photo:  Singing Tree) 

 
THE CENTENNIAL AZALEA 

by David W. Goheen, Camas, WA 

 

“Few persons have shown a keener interest in our west-
ern azalea occidentale than Frank D. Mossman, MD, of 
Vancouver, Washington.  Along with his collaborator, 
Britt Smith, he has prowled the hills of Northern Califor-
nia and Southern Oregon for more than twenty years 
observing and recording the characteristics and beauty 
of this azalea. 
 

Thus, it is very fitting that one of his azalea hybrids, [(oc-
cidentale x bakeri ) x 'Santiam'] was selected last year to 
be named the “Centennial Azalea.” It will be introduced 
in 1989 along with the Centennial hybrid rhododendron 
(R. ‘Centennial Celebration’) as part of the commemora-
tion of the 1OOth year of statehood for the State of 
Washington. 

In addition to his interest in azaleas, Frank has traveled 
extensively to many parts of the World, including Bor-
neo and New Guinea, always on the lookout for speci-
mens of the Genus Rhododendron. He has also become 
an expert on magnolias which he considers the perfect 
companion plants for rhododendrons and azaleas. He 
was not always aware of these plants. Few azaleas and 
rhododendrons can stand the rigors of the climate in 
Omaha, Nebraska, where he was born some sixty-odd 
years ago and where he attended school. He was grad-
uated from the University of Nebraska and also received 
his medical degree from there. In the late 1940's he 

Hybrid History (continued) 
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moved west and set up his medical practice in Vancou-
ver, Washington. 

By 1955, he was well established in his specialty, Eye, 
Ear, Nose and Throat. He and his wife, Doris, had built a 
home and landscaped it with routine garden plants, in-
cluding four hardy rhododendrons. During 1955, the 
bug hit him—one of his patients was Ben Lancaster of 
Camas, Washington, a few miles up the Columbia River 
from Vancouver.  Ben invited him to visit his garden in 
Camas and select any plant. His choice was 'Snow Lady' 
and from then on, the genus Rhododendron had a real 
champion. Frank hasn't looked back. His contributions 
to the genus have been outstanding. Truly, the land-
scaping around his clinic in Vancouver is unique. Visitors 
come from great distances in the spring to view his col-
lection of species and hybrids with their magnificent 
magnolia companions. 

Frank has always been a great family man. He has two 
sons, Frank and Marc, and a daughter, Laurian. He has 
four brothers in the Midwest with whom he keeps in 
touch, but who cannot lure him back to that non-rhodo-
dendron part of the United States except for short visits. 
Interestingly, the Centennial Azalea was slated to be 
named Laurian in honor of his daughter, but the centen-
nial celebration takes precedence. 

This honor could not be given to a more deserving per-
son. Frank has been active in the Portland Chapter of the 
ARS and has held many offices, including president. He 
has also received the Gold Medal from the ARS in recog-
nition of the importance of his azalea investigations. It 
is altogether fitting and proper that his plant was se-
lected for the centennial celebration.” 

 

 
RHODODENDRON COLLECTING 

ON MT. KINABALU 
Dave Goheen and Frank Mossman 

 

(JARS, Winter ’83) 
 

Read the fascinating tale of botanizing near the north-
ern tip of Borneo (an island as large as Texas), including 
the legend of a being with a detachable head that ter-
rorized villages. 
 

   ‘Washington State Centennial’  fall foliage (Paghat) 
 

‘Washington State Centennial’ – buds in May 
 

Hybrid History (continued) 
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Frank D. Mossman, M.D. (left) receives the GOLD 

MEDAL from ARS President August Kehr 
at the annual meeting in Eugene, OR, 1977. 

 

 

“In appreciation of his extraordinary contributions to 
the culture of the genus Rhododendron, this recognition 
is given by the American Rhododendron Society to Frank 
D. Mossman, MD.  He has worked diligently for the wel-
fare of the Society with particular interest in Rhododen-
dron occidentale. He has tramped many miles in search 
of exceptional clones of this species: classifying, propa-
gating, hybridizing and distributing both seed and 
plants.  As a frequent contributor to the Quarterly Bul-
letin and as a speaker, he has generously shared his 
knowledge. He has provided slides, pictures and infor-
mation to all who have requested them. Beyond this, he 
has taken many visitors into the areas that he has ex-
plored so that they might have first-hand knowledge of 
this species and its habitat. 
The Society also applauds his efforts in making 'Stage-
coach Hill' a California state preserve, thus maintaining 
this important native habitat of R. occidentale for pos-
terity.  For all of these activities and many more, The 
American Rhododendron Society is pleased to grant its 
highest award, The Gold Medal to: DR. FRANK D. MOSS-
MAN Member of the Portland Chapter of the American 
Rhododendron Society By Unanimous action of the Di-
rectors of the American Rhododendron Society, 14 May 
1977.” 
 

 

 
 
R. ‘Brit-
tenhill 
Bugle’ 
(Smith- 
Moss-
man) 
 

For Frank Mossman, one more 
late-in life passion: Daylilies. 

 

“Greetings to all of you daylily people in Washington 
and Oregon. I’m happily settled here in central Ohio, 
where mid-afternoon on New Year’s Day, we are up to 
23 degrees with snow outside. I have just learned of 
Frank’s passing. I think I knew, inside, as he has been on 
my mind quite a bit lately. In establishing my Hockinson 
garden, I was into rhododendrons. I was studying them, 
deciding which to get, and one of the honored names in 
rhodies was that of Dr. Frank Mossman. I got in touch 
with him, and we visited each other’s gardens. He was 
also interested in daylilies. Well, he was at the right 
place! I sent him home with quite a few plants. He dived 
into daylilies, getting some of the latest and best for his 
hybridizing. There was much to like about Frank and 
much to remember with fondness. He was always gra-
cious to garden guests. At least twice, he and his late 
wife, Doris, rode with me to the annual club Christmas 
party. I’d stop at the nearby Safeway to buy food to take, 
while Frank and Doris brought her homemade chocolate 
cake! Frank’s gifts were always sought as he would bring 
wool hats that he had crocheted. Frank’s booming laugh 
enlivened our meetings and parties. Frank had a world 
class garden of unusual trees and, of course, rhododen-
drons. I think his daylilies were a big incentive in his later 
years to get out in his garden. He would be out there 
early every morning, in season, cultivating lightly the 
whole plot. I think all of us would be grateful to be able 
to garden to the end of a long life, as Frank was. I’ll finish 
with a fun memory of Frank. Must have been late 1997, 
and we were having our very first CRDC meeting. It was 
over at Jayme Armstrong’s place, near Lloyd Center. It 
was icy, and the worst part was after you got out of your 
car. The street was icy to cross, so were the sidewalk and 
porch steps. Frank crawled up the steps! Now that’s de-

termination! It was a pleasure knowing you, Frank.“   
(letter from Betts Daume) 

Mossman hybrids:  Hemerocallis 
‘Laurian Brown’ & ‘Raspberry Summer’ 
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Its Name Implies A “Delicious” Plant:  R. ‘Cupcake’

 

It is easy to see how R. ‘Cupcake’ was named.  It grows 

naturally in the shape of a cupcake, with its wider than 

tall, rounded structure and its “frosting” of many beau-

tiful trusses on almost every terminal. The numerous 

corollas open in deep pink, then change to a blend of 

pink and yellow on the insides but remain pink on the 

outsides.  The foliage is quite attractive, displaying 

leaves that are dark green adorned with beautiful beige 

indumentum on their undersides.  With proper spacing, 

this well-behaved, somewhat formal looking rhododen-

dron should be a longtime beauty in your garden. So, 

with a structure that is wider than tall with dense foliage 

and numerous flowers, R. ‘Cupcake’ is an outstanding 

rhododendron to consider. 

Additional considerations about R. ‘Cupcake’:  

Photos by Mike Stewart 

Parentage: (R. yakushimanum   x   R. ‘Medusa’) Hybrid-
ized by the Thompsons in 1990. 

Foliage:  Fairly small, dark green leaves, covered with a 
thick beige indumentum on their undersides, densely 
cover the plant and hide the stems. 

Trusses:  Each semi-lax truss has approximately 9 corol-
las that open pink and then change to a blend of pink 
and yellow on the insides through its blooming cycle.  
The outer sides of the corollas remain pink.  Occasion-
ally, it blooms in the Fall, however, it will bloom nicely 
again in May. 

Structure:  Grows to 3 feet tall and 4 feet wide in 10 
years.  

Hardiness:  -5 degrees F 

  

Maria Stewart’s Rhododendron of the Month 
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KAREN HANSON 
 

ARS Portland Chapter Member 
since 1994 

 

 
Karen with Magnolia ‘Black Tulip” 

 
Karen Hanson lives in a theme park(!).    She and her 
husband, Frank—gone now eight years—bought a prop-
erty in Battle Ground, Wash., back in 1986.  It was just a 
forest at the time, which they began to develop by se-
lective logging.   Frank had been a builder with his “Ideas 
Unlimited” in California.  He built the Hansons’ home in 
Battle Ground on their one acre+ property and helped 
with the garden beds.  “He’d dig the holes, I’d plant 
them.”    
 

Karen grew up in Willows, California, between Sacra-
mento and Redding, and is still in charge of class reun-
ions there.   The ‘80s recession cost Frank a lot of his 
building work for local farmers, so they moved north.  
The choice of the “Prairie District”—three miles from 
Battle Ground—was influenced by their high-school age 
kids, son and daughter, whose research found it to have 
the top schools.  Karen transitioned from her work in a 
Ca. county assessor’s office to getting a real estate li-
cense and eventually joining Clarke County as real prop-
erty appraiser, a job she retired from in 2011 after 26 
years.   
 

 
 
The theme park idea was envisioned as a mining town 
which Karen and Frank named “Boomtown” after the lo-
cal newspaper referred to it as a “backyard boomtown.”  
It developed to the point of being a known attraction in 
the area.   She says “He could always see in color; I al-
ways saw things in black and white. “  Buildings to the 
rear of their main house have names like the “Red Dog 
Saloon”, “Logging Tool Shed”, “Washington Mutual 
Bank”, and “The Palace Hotel”.   Boomtown was open to 
the public for years.   See Karen’s walk-through videos 
here and here.  
 

 
 
 

Karen’s neighbor, two doors to the North, worked for 
the City of Vancouver and let Karen know that they were 
going to dispose of some rhodies from the old Frank 
Mossman property, he of significant renown as a rhodo-
dendron hybridizer and ARS Gold Medal winner, with 
the ARS Portland Chapter.  So, she happily inherited 
some great rhody “bones” to begin a beautiful land-
scape, which has been featured in several past photo 

President’s Profiles 
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spreads of ARS Portland Chapter members’ gar-
dens/gardens.   Mill Creek runs through the property—
a tributary of Salmon Creek, which feeds into Lake River, 
which in turn joins the Columbia just north of Vancouver 
Lake and goes out to sea.   
 

 
 
Karen and Barbara Clark were co-founders of HPSO 
Clark County and met Joanne Turner when she joined.  
Joanne was also a member of the ARS Portland Chapter 
and the three became friends—thus, the rhododendron 
lust began.   Later, Barbara bought Cy Ward’s nursery 
(ARS ’78 Portland Chapter Bronze Medal), and later 
moved to Hoodsport, so there was no shortage of rho-
dodendrons for Karen’s collection.  
 

 
R. ‘Carmen’ 

 

Besides rhododendrons, Karen’s other favorites include:  
Hosta, Japanese maples, Epimedium, hellebores, Hy-
drangea, ferns, Ligularia, Rodgersia, and Astilbe.  A new 
well, only 65 feet down—replacing the original at 300’— 
provides the irrigation.  

 
R. ‘Cupcake’ 

 

Karen is currently head of the Hospitality Committee for 
the Portland Chapter, volunteers at Smith Garden, and 
has a serious passion for two collectibles:    Fostoria 
Americana glassware (which took her to Moundsville, 
West Virginia, where it was made) and Donald Duck—
thus the origin of her curious email address:   
“fostnduck” (@...).   Her collection includes a 1949 
Shelby Donald Duck bicycle.    

 
Karen is a breast cancer survivor, has four grandchil-
dren, and used to love taking spur-of-the-moment trips 
with Frank to  western states.   She now travels with her 
fellow single “girlfriends,” and looks forward to their 
next trip to Alaska in July.   Her trip to the Azores is a 
favorite memory.  She loves socializing and can’t wait to 
be mask-free in gatherings again!   
 

 

 

President’s Profiles (continued) 
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From David Anderson (clockwise from above): 
R. hippophaeoides, ‘Fire Rim’, ‘Alison Johnstone’, ‘Star-

bright Champagne’, ‘Wine & Roses’  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

M
em

b
er G

ard
en

s 1
 

From Dennis O’Malley 
(clockwise from left):  
South garden, R. ‘Double 
Winner’, ‘Powder Snow’, 
‘Starbright Champagne’, 
‘Anne’s Delight’ with ‘Blue 
Diamond’  

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXV, NO. 5 | May 2021 | Page 14 



 
 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS 
RHODODENDRON GARDEN 

 

EARLY SHOW & MOTHER’S DAY 
2021 PLANT SALE 

 

 
 

Online again this year with 
easy ordering and scheduled pickup. 

 

 
 

Details:  Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 

 

The perfect gift for Mother’s Day: 
a membership to CSRG 

 
 

Trees to Know in 
Oregon and 
Washington 
The new edition 
 
This edition expands 
its scope, covering 
even more species of 
trees—including 
several rare species 
native to southwest 
Oregon. 

Garden Time features 

Van Veen Heritage Garden & Nursery 
 

Check out the video interview with ARS Port-
land Chapter member Mike Stewart.   Next up:  
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden.  

From THE RHODORA by Dave Goheen 

 

QBARS - v29n2 The Rhodora (vt.edu) 

 

 
Rhodora (R. canadense)  photo:  RSBG 

 

"In May when the sea winds pierced o'er solitudes, I 
found the fresh Rhodora in the woods..." "Rhodora, 
dear, if the sages ask thee why thy beauty is wasted on 
earth and sky, tell them, dear, if eyes are made for see-
ing, then beauty is its own excuse for being."      

 

Ralph Waldo Emerson

 
 

Dave Goheen's 
ABCs of Rhododen-

drons 

 
Definitions, planting 

tips, and more! 
  

FYI 
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Ready to travel for a garden inspiration?  
Featured in Sunset magazine’s The West’s Botanical 
Splendor are western destination gardens like the Idaho 
Botanical Garden, pictured above.   Sunset, published 
since 1898, had been on the verge of going out of busi-
ness in late 2017 when Regent purchased it at auction.  
Sunset Magazine is still publishing despite layoffs and 
decreased ad revenue.   

 

Or, if you plan to stay closer to home, consider: 
The 7 Wonders of Oregon (+ four). 

 

 
 

 
 
Pine needles at a premium?!?   This mulch is more valu-
able than the trees themselves. 
 
 

 
 

 
The RSBG is open.  The Spring newsletter is online, 

which includes an event schedule and link to the Spring 
catalogue.   Note:  the 2021 Rhododendron Species  
Symposium (virtual) is scheduled June 25-27.   Registra-
tion will open soon.   Also, note the FREE admission day 
coming up:  Tuesday, May 11, for The American Public 
Garden Association’s Go Public Gardens Days program. 
 

 

Cross-Cultural Notes  
 

 
 

A Gaelic word about Alder from the Wales Wild Land 
Foundation.  Note the list of links to other flora and 
fauna. 

 

And a word about the sturdy, steadfast oak—the “per-

fect tree for troubled times” here:  Oaks.        

 

Recommended Reading 

 

 

Under Western Skies, 

Visionary Gardens from the 
Rocky Mountains to the Pacific 
Coast  
 
From Timber Press 

 
 

 

FYI 
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Member Gardens 2 

From Brenda Ziegler 
above:  Unidentified; 

yakushimanum 
x strigillosum 

  
 

fiddleheads 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From Steve Hopkins: 
R. ‘Night Editor’, 
R. schlippenbachii, 
Narcissus 

 
 
 

Steve & John’s 
Bayside Garden: 
Hellebore with R. 
‘Yellow Hammer’;  
R. protistum 

The Stewart Garden 

R. ‘Linearifolium’ and azaleas 
at Van Veen Nursery 
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From Lois Sturdivant 
A selection of 96 cur-
rently in bloom (!) 

R. ‘Simona’ 

R. ‘Rose Point’ 

R. ‘Nancy Evans’ 

R. concinnum 

R. searsii 

R. hylaeum 

R. benhallii 

R. sinogrande 

R. platypodum 

John Stephens 
photos 

From Tom & Merilee Mannen 
R. ‘Freedom’s Song’ 

Member Gardens 3 
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R. ‘Virginia Richards’ 



 

 
 
Podophyllum 
peltatum 
(a genus in 
the barberry 
family) 
        
&  
 
Adiantum 
venustum 
(“Himalayan 
Maidenhair 
Fern”)  

 

 
 
 

Woodwardia unigemmata 
(“Jeweled Chain Fern”)  

 
from Loree Bohl, 

Danger Garden 
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…and to close with some worthy companions: 

http://www.thedangergarden.com/


PORTLAND CHAPTER 
THE AMERICAN  
RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 

 
PO BOX 86424 
PORTLAND OR 97286-0424 
www.rhodies.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society 
is registered in Oregon as a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization. 
Dues and donations are qualified charitable tax deductions.  
 

 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Benefits include chapter meetings, quarterly issues 
of the Journal American Rhododendron Society, plant 
sales and auctions, garden events and more. 
Dues:  $40 per year  
Other membership options: www.rhodies.org  

 ARS STORE 
 
  

OFFICERS  
President:  Steve McCormick 
VP:  Steve Hopkins 
Past President:  Caroline Enns 
Secretary:  Steve Hall 
Treasurer:  Dick Cavender 

Membership Co-Chairs:  Steve McCormick and John Stephens    
Contact:  pc.ars@outlook.com 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Betsy Soifer, John Stephens, Andrew Stern, Maria Stewart, 
Mike Stewart (through June 30, 2021) 
Ann Clack, Ray Clack, Dennis O’Malley, David Anderson, 
(through June 30, 2022) 

  

NEWSLETTER 
Rhododendron News is published monthly except July, 
distributed via email. 
Editor:  Steve McCormick  
ssmccormick@outlook.com 
Masthead:  Merilee Mannen  
For print edition, contact Maria Stewart (503) 668-3522 

  

 

 
 
WEBSITE 
www.rhodies.org  
Webmaster:  Andrew Stern 
 

VAN VEEN NURSERY & 
VAN VEEN HERITAGE GARDEN 
vanveennursery@hotmail.com 

(503) 777-1734 

 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS  
RHODODENDRON GARDEN 
Executive Director:  Brandon Baker 
brandon@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org 
Volunteering: csrgvol@gmail.com   

Tours/Photoshoots: Stephanie Kress 
gatehousecsrg@gmail.com 
(503) 267-7509 

 

Weddings/Events:  
eventscsrg@gmail.com  
(503) 975-6743 

 

Friends of Crystal Springs:   
GARDEN MEMBERSHIPS  
Donations: Donate  
 

CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN 
Chair:  Dick Cavender 
red@redsrhodies.com 
smithgarden.org 
 
 

Facebook:  Portland Chapter Rhododendron Soc & 
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 
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