
 
 
 

 

We’re a month late with our 

ode to Irish gardens (and so is 
our ‘Shamrock’!)  Kathy Lintault 
graces our April meeting, p.4  
 
 

 
 

 

A Fort Bragg legend and an-

other vireya voyeur (a 2021 
theme) in Hybrid History, p.10  
 
 

   

President’s Profile presents a 

friend of Freddy’s and rhody 
crusader, p15.      

 
 

Who needs a bloom!?   
Maria Stewart profiles the king of 
sports for Rhododendron of the 
Month  p.14 (photo:  Mike Stewart) 

 
 

 

 
 

It takes a village…         
Smith Garden shapes up!   Vol-
unteers on the work day help to 
recover from the ice storm, p.8 
 

 
 

Chapter elections, photo 
contests, links to destina-
tions near and far… 

…and more

 

In This Issue 

  Purpose 
  

To encourage interest in 
and disseminate  infor-
mation and knowledge 

about the genus  
Rhododendron. 

 

To provide a medium 
through which all persons 

interested in the genus 
may communicate with 

others through education, 
scientific studies, meet-
ings, publications, and 
other similar activities. 

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Meetings 
  

Chapter meetings are 
held on 3rd Thursdays, 

September-May.   

 

Meetings are currently 
held online via Zoom,  

starting at 7pm,  
following social half-hour 

at 6:30pm, until 
in-person meetings can 

be resumed safely.   
Invitation links are sent 

via email, or contact: 

  

  pc.ars@outlook.com 

Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society Portland Chapter | American Rhododendron Society 

R. ‘Strawberry Sorbet’ 
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Mike Stewart  R. ‘Seta’       Janie Wood’s hellebore  
 
 

 
Camellia ‘Lady Jane’ 
in the garden of 
ARS Portland Chap-
ter member, 

Dave Eckerdt. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CALENDAR 
 

Online via Zoom 
Sessions open at 6:30pm, meetings at 7 

Dial Option for All:  (253) 215-8782 
 

 

 

Thursday, April 15, 2021 
Speaker:  Kathy Lintault 
“Ireland, a Garden Paradise” 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87422887322 

Meeting ID: 874 2288 7322 
One tap mobile 

+16699006833,,87422887322# 
 

 
 

Thursday, May 20, 2021 
Speaker:  Ron Rabideau 

“A Legacy of Rhododendrons from 
Rare Find Nursery” 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87363177926 
Meeting ID: 873 6317 7926 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,87363177926# 

 
 

Portland Chapter meetings 
will resume in September, 

whether in-person, via Zoom 
or both (!?) 

 
Summer events? 

We’ll keep you posted. 
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What a surprise --  
a dusting of  snow; the heather 
showing its color 
 
Capturing the sun 
at nightfall, the full moon 
in full reflection 
 
A cutting east wind 
The clarity of  mountains 
close enough to touch 
 
Gazing out the window 
Sun and shadow in constant  
rearrangement 
 
One after the other -- 
a blinding sun, a heavy rain, 
a punishing hail 

Peter Kendall     

  
  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87422887322
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87363177926


We’re spoiled!    Despite the hardships we’ve endured 
during the year+ of covid restrictions, we’ve had the op-
portunity to experience excellent guest speaker presen-
tations not just at our own chapters but those of pretty 
much any chapter hosting a meeting online—all from 
the comfort of our own homes—thanks to Zoom.  No 
traffic, no driving at night, no need to polish our shoes.  
We’ve also been spoiled by being even more aware of 
the benefits of gardening as a life support system and of 
the unlimited interest and beauty in rhododendrons. 

 

Investigating the motivation for a new member who re-
cently joined the chapter, we found a relative new-
comer to the wonders of rhododendrons and can’t help 
but be re-stimulated ourselves.   Jeffery Temple and his 
wife, Jennifer, featured in our President’s Profile for 
April, joined the ARS in January.  He’s so excited about 
those rhododendron qualities he’s on a mission to 
spread the joy.  Tracking down another super enthusi-
ast, as a subject for Hybrid History, we investigated a 
name that cropped up in Dennis McKiver’s talk for Eu-
gene in February and were entranced to find a unique 
character who was also devoted to sharing his cuttings 
so much so that he became known as the “Johnny Ap-
pleseed of Vireyas.”  He had a passion for tender rhodo-
dendrons and a fascinating personality.  We hope you 
enjoy his story.   

 

The big bloom is coming.  We’d love to share photos 
from your own gardens in the May issue, as we did last 
year with the “Our Gardens” supplements posted with 
the newsletters April – July.   So please feel free to send 
them along (pc.ars@outlook.com)! 
 

  
 

Our favorite bird re-appearance: 

 

 
 

The Varied Thrush—handsome devil, timid, and can’t 
help being attracted to the sunflower chips we feed the 
Spotted Towhees, Dark Eyed Juncos, and others.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
A Willapa Bayside Camellia 

 
Harold Greer’s Rhododendron of the Month 

The Loderi Group 

   

 

Sir Edmund Loder of Leonardslee in southern England 
made the cross of R. fortunei x griffithianum in 1901 and 
produced a group of plants that are quite famous in the 
warmer coastal rhododendron growing areas of the 
world.  Some 30 clones of the Loderi Group were regis-
tered, the best known of which is ‘Loderi King 
George’.   ‘Loderi Venus’ is the pinkest.  They are diffi-

cult to propa-
gate, hence we 
do not often 
see them in 
nurseries.  A 
large plant of 
the Loderi 
Group will fill 
your whole gar-
den with fra-
grance.   Height 

in 10 years:  6’ plus.  Hardiness to 10°F.  For more infor-
mation, see the Eureka newsletter for April.  Pictured is 
Robin Loder, the great grandson of Edmund, who cur-
rently runs Leonardslee with his son. 

 
 
  

 Steve McCormick    
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President’s Message | February 2021 

Welcome New Portland Chapter Member 
Sheryl Nathan, Gresham, Oregon 

 

And thanks again to all our active members. 
 
 

Join us!  Memberships in the Portland Chapter  

http://rhodies.org/newsletter/news_index.htm
mailto:pc.ars@outlook.com
https://eurekarhody.org/newsletter-archive/
http://rhodies.org/chapter/pdx_membership.htm


Thursday, April 15, 2021 

 

Speaker:  Kathy Lintault 
“Ireland, a Garden Paradise” 

Session opens at 6:30pm, meeting at 7 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87422887322 

Meeting ID: 874 2288 7322 
Mobile: +16699006833,,87422887322# 

Dial Option:  (253) 215-8782 
 

 
 

As Kathy describes it, “Ireland's land mass is only about 
the size of Oregon west of the Cascades, but the Atlantic 
Gulf Stream contributes mild temperatures and plenty 
of rain which explains why it is known as the Emerald 
Isle.  Small size notwithstanding, with these ad-
vantages Ireland is home to a great variety of notable 
gardens ranging from grand estates to small cot-
tage gardens, from formal to informal, rural to urban, 
all displaying the passion and care of their own-
ers.”  Kathy will highlight the gardens and their colorful 
plants enjoyed while circling the island in July.  “Even 
some rhododendrons were still in bloom!” 
 

 
Caher Bridge Garden, Ballyvaughan, Ireland 

 
Dunluce Castle, N. Ireland 

 

After living in Southern California for 25 years, Kathy and 
Roger Lintault were excited to start gardening Pacific 
Northwest-style after they moved to their home outside 
McMinnville, Oregon in 2000. As Kathy describes it, 
“rhododendrons, Japanese maples, camellias, and bam-
boo form an understory below very tall Douglas firs, 
while a heath and heather slope, xeriscape gravel gar-
den, long perennial and shrub border, and vegetable 
terrace are happy under the sun.”  Kathy and her hus-
band Roger are members of the Portland, Willamette, 
and Scottish Chapters of the ARS. She’s a past president 
of the Oregon Camellia Society and edits its website as 
well as the Willamette Chapter ARS website. Traveling 
with the Hardy Plant Society of Oregon, they’ve toured 
New Zealand and many countries in Europe and have 
also explored Japan, Vietnam, and Cambodia. They vis-
ited Ireland in summer 2015 and found it entrancing.   
You can read more about Kathy and Roger and their 
McMinnville garden in the December 2020 edition of 
Rhododendron News. 
 

 
Rowallane Garden, Saintfield, N. Ireland 

 

Guest Speaker | April 2021 Program 
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ARS Portland Chapter ANNUAL ELECTIONS 

 

The ARS Portland Chapter holds elections for its officers 
and board members once a year in the Spring.  Five di-
rectors are nominated and elected to begin two-year 
terms as of July 1, who join five board members who will 
be starting the second year of their terms, so that the 
board always consists of 10 directors.     The current 
Treasurer and Secretary offices are already valid 
through June 30, 2022.  The Board appointed Steve Hall 
as Secretary when Steve Hopkins resigned that position 

to become Vice President.  Nominations for the vacat-
ing board positions will be announced by the Nomina-
tions Committee (Caroline Enns, John Stephens, Maria 

Stewart) in the upcoming April 15 chapter meeting, 
at which time additional nominations will be accepted 
from the members present as long as the nominees 
have given prior consent.   

 

The President-elect will also be elected in the May 
meeting.  Steve Hopkins, currently VP, is the nominee 
for that office, for a two-year term to start on July 1, 
2022, at the conclusion of the term of the current pres-
ident, Steve McCormick.   

 
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 

 
EARLY SHOW & MOTHER’S DAY 

ANNUAL PLANT SALE 
 

 
 
Coming soon ONLINE for 2021:  Watch for details: 

 

Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden 

 

 

2021 ARS PHOTO CONTEST 

 

All photos submitted must have been taken prior to 
July 31, 2021, and not entered in a JARS photo contest 
previously. Entries must be received by midnight PST, 
July 31, 2021. All entries should prominently feature ei-
ther rhododendrons, azaleas and/or vireyas in the 
composition. Categories: 

 

1) Flower, truss or spray; 
2) Plant in bloom;  
3) Landscape or plants in the wild or in gardens; 
4) Foliage; 
5) People, Insects, or Animals; and 
6) Other, for creative or artistic effects of any kind that 
involves these plants. This could involve the use of soft-
ware products like Photoshop. 
 

Photo Guidelines 
here 

 

 
Philadelphia 2019 
winner: Flower, truss, 
or spray 

 

'Hachmann's Charmant' 
by Jackson McCarter 
  

 

Next Generation Program: 

Rhododendron Through Your Lens 

 

Three monetary awards are offered in the student 
category, and a variety of recognition for ARS mem-
bers and other contestants. Up to five photos may 
be entered in any of three categories: 
 

• Your rhododendron lens: a close-up shot   
of a rhododendron flower, leaf or bud 

 

• Our rhododendron community: people  
working together with rhododendrons 

 

• Rhododendrons gone wild: photo of a 
    rhododendron in nature 

 

Details here 

More Items on the Agenda 
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Richie Steffen 
The Elisabeth Carey Miller Botanical Garden 

 

 
 

Richie gave a broad perspective of a remarkable plants-
woman and her extensive collection of plants that he 
has cared for as Executive Director for the past 20 years.  
His knowledge and love of plants derived from his early 
years as nursery manager and propagator at the Rhodo-
dendron Species Botanical Garden.  He shared a dazzling 
display of his photos of the garden Mrs. Miller started 
with a home built on five acres in 1949, three of which 
are cultivated.   
 

 
 
Mrs. Miller had a fondness for rare plants, advocated for 
education, and considered gardening as art (she was a 
graduate of Fine Arts at UW).   She composed marvelous 
vignettes emphasizing texture and form as much as 
flower and color and created a year-round garden with 
an especially brilliant display in Fall.   Betty Miller was a 
member of 26 different gardening organizations and 
chaired many events.  She helped found Seattle Chinese 
Garden and Freeway Park, among others.  
 

 
 
 

 
Hakonechloa macra ‘Aureola’    R. campylogynum 

 

Elisabeth Miller was a fan of rhododendrons for their fo-
liage, specifically species, and specifically those that 
were indumented.  These include several R. ‘Sir Charles 
Lemon’, many R. yakushimanum, which she pruned to 
an open form, R. wiltonii, R. pachysanthum (“The Cadil-
lac of foliage”) and R. ‘Rex’  for its lax trusses.  She con-
trasted the big-leaf plants like R. sinogrande and R. ma-
cabeanum with the most diminutive like R. serpylli-
folium and R. campylogynum.  She loved the unique fo-
liage of R. spinuliferum and R. ‘Linearifolium’.  
 

 
Her favorite tree: Acer japonicum ‘Aconitifolium’  

(stunning fall color, 25 in the garden) 

 

Mrs. Miller was competitive and wanted to be first to 
plant something new.  She’d find something unusual at 
a plant sale and buy all of them to plant throughout the 
garden.  She was the first to introduce a number of 
plants to North America or the Pacific Northwest, in-
cluding “Golden Japanese Forest Grass (Hakonechloa 
macra ‘Aureola’) of which Richie estimated there are 
now over a million available in nurseries annually pro-
duced through tissue culture. 

   

 
R. quinquefolium and its fall foliage color 

March Meeting Highlights 
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R. megeratum [Bodnant form] 

 

The Elisabeth C. Miller Botanical Garden is restricted to 
only 500 tour visitors per year.    The garden hosts a free 
annual lecture series in September, which will feature 
Dan Pearson this year via Zoom.   Details will be pub-
lished at www.millergarden.org.    
 
 

 
(new) Enkianthus campanulatus ‘Jan Iseli Red’ 

 

The library she began holds the largest botanical collec-
tion west of the Mississippi. The website www.great-
plantpicks.org, started in her honor and managed by Mr. 
Steffen, is an educational outreach program with a com-
prehensive list of hardy reliable plants for the maritime 
northwest. 
 

 
Fothergilla major  and its fall foliage 

 

 

 
Notholithocarpus densiflorus var. echinoides  

(“Dwarf Tanbark Oak”) 

 

The Plant List Richie created for this presentation will be 
posted at the ARS Portland Chapter’s website as an “ap-
pendix” with the March newsletter.   
 

 
Parrotiopsis jacquemontiana (witch hazel family) 

 

The few photos included in this recap can’t do justice to 
such a fine presentation, so, for a limited time, you’re 
welcome to click through and view it here:  PC-ARS 
Chapter Meeting - Zoom 

 

 
Mathiasella bupleuroides 

(Richie’s description:  “looks like a cross between 
a hellebore and a euphorbia”) 

 

March Meeting Highlights (continued) 
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Many Hands Make Light Work 

 
Dick Cavender expresses his gratitude to every-
one that helped clean up the Smith Garden on Sat-
urday, March 20, following the devastating ice storm 
in February.  Among those lending a hand:  Ali Sar-
lak pruned several broken Rhodies and loaded the 
big trailer provided by Mike Stewart for the second 
time.  Mike trucked away the loads.  Wally Reed 
and his friend Bill Vagt propped up a number of 
rhodies including the big one by the basement walk. 
They also helped set up the tent in the plant sale 
area.  Keith White, Mike Stewart and others took 
care of the Honey Locust;  Kathy Lintault did a 
great job of cleaning the ticket booth. She and 
Roger Lintault contributed in other ways as well.  
Joanne Turner and Karen Hanson pulled weeds, 
loaded the trailer and added some silver leafed Cyc-
lamen to the garden.  Dennis O'Malley helped on 
a number of chores, as did Mary Ellen Ramseyer, 
Andrew Stern and David Anderson.  Anne Gross 
helped out in a number of areas.  Tom Gressler 
took charge as  foreman and supervisor, supported 
by Jane Mays, the two caretakers at Smith. 
 
The Garden looks much better and is ready for vis-
itors to the April and May “Open Days.”   Volunteers 
are still needed for April 16 and 25. May 22 and 23. 
Two people each day. Contact Dick Cavender if 
you’re able to assist:   
 

 
Dick & Karen Cavender 

 

 
Righting the leaner 

 

 
       Anne Gross                 Roger Lintault 
 

 
Bill Vagt & Wally Reed  

Smith Garden Work Day 

PORTLAND CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY | www.rhodies.org 

RHODODENDRON NEWS | VOLUME LXV, NO. 4 | April 2021 | Page 8 

mailto:red@redsrhodies.com


 

 
Tom Gressler & Mike Stewart 

 

 
         Dennis O’Malley           Kathy Lintault 

 

 
 

 

 
                                                Steve Hall 
 

 
 

 
 

     Photos by Mary Ellen Ramseyer – thank you! 

Smith Garden Work Day (continued) 
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PETER SCHICK  
1915-2008 
“The Johnny Appleseed of Vireyas” 
ARS Gold Medal 2007 
 

 
 
Peter Schick is still close to the hearts of those associ-
ated with the Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens 
(MCBG) in Fort Bragg, California.  In Eureka and Fort 
Bragg, you’re walking on hallowed ground where Peter’s 
rhododendrons live.  Over time, he donated over 1,000 
plants to the Garden.   He served on the Board of Direc-
tors at MCBG for several years and supervised construc-
tion of redwood bridges over Digger Creek, designed 
and built the lath house, restrooms, and the original 
Gardens Store (now the Nursery office and library).    

 

The inspiration to learn more about Peter Schick came 
from Dennis McKiver’s Zoom presentation on February 
17 for the Eugene Chapter.  It turns out Peter was a fa-
vorite among all those associated with the Noyo and Eu-
reka Chapters, including Don Wallace of Singing Tree 
Nursery and Tim and June Walsh.   Peter created many 
hybrids, often from seed exchanges, other botanical 
gardens, or others’ collections.   He did little record-
keeping and had little interest in naming or registering 
them.   Some were named by others and sold as “Schick  
 

 
Form” when they were propagated.  It wasn’t always an 
easy ride for Peter.    He predicted that the mild coastal 
climate of Fort Bragg would be an ideal match for the 
preferred growing conditions of the more tender rhodo-
dendrons, i.e., vireyas and maddenii.   That coastal tem-
perate climate, however, wasn’t always so dependable.  
(Ed.) 
 

 

As Dennis McKiver noted, “I got interested in rhodo-
dendrons, joined the Noyo Chapter and met Peter 
Schick.  Peter got me interested in species rhododen-
drons and in the tender species and hybrids.  Even 
though he was known as the ‘Johnny Appleseed’ of 
Vireya Rhododendrons, he tried to discourage me from 
growing them.  The reason, he said, “They will break 
your heart.”  Peter had about 2000 of them growing out-
doors at his home and at the Botanical Gardens.   Then 
we got the big freeze in 1992 and they all died.  He was 
trying to save me from the heartache he felt losing all 
those.  His tender species survived, however, so he con-
centrated on those.   One of my favorites of his big leaf 
crosses is an R. hodgsonii x Hummingbird.  I think Peter 
Schick was responsible for most if not all of the tender 
species and Vireyas introductions into California.” 
 

 
 

 

Dennis McKiver:  “Peter Schick and Bill Moyles did a lot 
of crosses of R. arboreum x R. yakushimanum and 
traded seeds, so it’s hard to know who to credit.  The 
most well-known is ‘Noyo Dream’.  The one I have 
named ‘Peter Schick’ is an R. arboreum x R. yakushi-
manum cross that Paul Molinari of Enjoy Rhododen-
drons was selling as ‘Peter Schick’.  Don Wallace of Sing-
ing Tree Nursery didn’t have a name for it, so he has 
been selling it as ‘Noyo Dream Picotee’ since it’s the 
same cross or a sister seedling.” 
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(l) R. ‘Noyo Dream’ (Singing Tree) 

(r) R. ‘Noyo Dream Picotee’ (Singing Tree) 

 

Dennis McKiver:  “Peter had an R. arboreum that had a 
double corolla and he made some crosses with that and 
R. yakushimanum.   He also liked to use R. arboreum ssp. 
albotomentosum ‘Dr. Bowman’ KW21976 and R. arbo-
reum ssp. zeylanicum with his yak crosses.   All these 
crosses came out with dark pink to light pink flowers and 
attractive foliage. He also did some additional crosses 
with his arboreum/yak crosses.  One of my favorites is 
(R. arboreum x R. yakushimanum) x Jean Marie de Mon-
tague.”   

 

 
 

Dennis:  I think this was grown from open pollinated 
seed from Sappho.  It’s an improvement over ‘Sap-
pho’.  It was given by Peter to Vern Piver, the baseball 
coach at the High School, whose colors are purple and 
white and the mascot is the Timber Wolf, so Vern 
named it “Timber Wolf”. 

 

 
 

 
 

From Don Wallace (Eugene Chapter newsletter, Feb. 
2016):  “Around Christmas time, this lovely red rhodo-
dendron (R. arboreum ‘Double Form’) begins to show its 
color. Each blossom is a fully double, hose-in-hose 
flower. The plant grows to 5 ft. tall in 10 years. I was 
given cuttings of this plant many years ago by the late 
Peter Schick. I remember as if it was last week seeing 
this interesting rhododendron in his garden.” 
 

 

 
R. ‘Red Majesty’ x R. arboreum 

(Singing Tree) 
 

Don Wallace:  “Peter Schick was quite a plantsman, re-
ceiving seed from plant geeks all over the world.  An en-
thusiast who lives in Oakland, CA by the name of Bill 
Moyles made some interesting crosses, then sent seed 
to Peter. One was the cross of R. degronianum ssp. 

Hybrid History (continued) 
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yakushimanum x R. arboreum. This cross resulted in 
quite a few good sister seedlings. R. ‘Noyo Dream’ is 
probably the most well-known, but another that we 
have been propagating and selling as R. ‘Noyo Dream 
Picotee’, also known as ‘Peter Schick’… We are also 
growing a selection of R. decorum that is very handsome 
and have called it R. decorum ‘Schick Form’. The plant 
‘Red Majesty’ x R. arboreum was also a cross by Bill 
Moyles that Peter grew.” 

 

 
R. ‘Schick #1’ (photo by Peter Adams) 

 
 

From Peter Adams:  The only (vireya) named variety of 
Peter’s I’m aware of is ‘Schick #1’ from Bovees (2002?). 
I’ve attached E. White Smith’s vireya hybrid catalog 
(page 8). No idea whether Schick or White named it.  
(Bovees species catalogue here) 

 
 

 

 

  
R. decorum ‘Schick Form’ (Singing Tree) 

 

From E. White Smith (Vireya Vine, October 2008):  “Pe-
ter was one of the very early Vireya people in the United 
States and had a very nice collection at his home in Fort 
Bragg, California until a bad freeze came along and killed 
them all. My wife, Lucie, called Peter the ‘Vireya Johnny 

Appleseed’ because of the way he went up and down 
the US west coast distributing vireya plants.  Peter made 
a big contribution to my collection when I lived in Ta-
coma, Washington, by giving me a large flat of species, 
probably 20 different ones that he had grown from cut-
tings. That was back in the days when if I got one new 
species a year, I was running around the house waving 
my arms. Lorraine and Peter were married for 60 years 
and raised five children; Peter built their Fort Bragg 
house himself.  Peter was instrumental in bringing 
Vireyas to the public’s eye throughout the West Coast 
and Hawai’i.”  
 

 
Photo:  On winning the ARS Gold Medal, 2007 

(photo by Sonja Nelson) 

 

From JARS v62n4   “Beyond your scenic California 
coastal community, you are recognized worldwide for 
your hands-on horticultural expertise and for sharing 
material and data for the  genus    Rhododendron and 
vireya species. Your enthusiasm and generous distribu-
tion of seeds, plants and cuttings have earned you the 
title "Johnny Appleseed" of vireyas.  Your role in helping 
to create the Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens is leg-
endary. The big-leaf rhododendrons and tender species 
that you planted are highlights of that 40-acre enclave. 
Your knowledge and advocacy of natural habitat preser-
vation contribute significantly to the protection of the 
environment for native species in your area.  For your 
nearly forty-year romance with rhododendrons and 
your patient work in populating them, the American 
Rhododendron Society gratefully awards the Gold 
Medal to Peter Schick. April 14, 2007, San Francisco, Cal-
ifornia.” 

 

JARS v62n4 - In Memoriam: Peter Schick 
 

 

Hybrid History (continued) 
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From Tim Walsh:  “…what a character!  Peter came from 
Saskatchewan and talked about having to break the ice 
in the pan to wash his face in the mornings as a kid work-
ing on the family wheat farm. Whenever we met him, 
we would always talk “plants” but, inevitably, Peter 
would turn the conversation to politics.  It didn’t matter 
who was president, he hated them all!  I really loved the 
guy and he was a wealth of knowledge and knew a lot 
of folks around the world who would collect seeds for 
him.  We attended his funeral and the priest told the 
story of how the two first met. Peter wasn’t too excited 
about this little ‘brown’ man but he was finally won over 
and was the loudest singer in the church chorus! Hilari-
ous! Good guy and we miss him.” 

 

 

June Walsh:  “Peter was a devout Catholic. When the 
Our Lady of Good Counsel in Fort Bragg got a new pas-
tor, the retiring pastor told him Peter Schick would be 
difficult to win over but there might be a chance if he 
visited Peter in his garden. Father Michaelraj 
Philominsamy was East Indian with black skin and a thick 
Indian accent. He went with trepidation to visit Peter’s 
garden for the first time. Peter was stand-offish and very 
rigid until the pastor asked for a tour of the garden, 
which Peter loved to do. As they were walking around, 
the pastor remarked that some of the flowers looked 
like some he grew up with in India…and that won Peter’s 
heart. Father Philominsamy officiated at Peter’s funeral 
mass and told us that the songs that we would sing for 
the service were ‘old’ songs that Peter loved, which he 
sang badly and loudly. He said many of the prayers in 
Latin as Peter grew up with the Latin mass and did not 
approve of the English translations.  Peter's family re-
marked that they ‘didn't know that they had another 
brother’.  It was a real honor to have Peter receive the 
Gold Medal at the convention we chaired in San Fran-
cisco in 2007.  Steve Hootman received his Gold that 
same night.  We still miss him dearly.” 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Schick Hybrid Photos 29, 34, 6, 28, 31, 25, 36  

by Dennis McKiver 

 

Recommended Reading:  
Pacific Horticultural 
Society, April 2008   
On the rhododendrons 
of the Mendocino Coast 
Botanical Gardens. 

Also see:  Fine Gardening 

Pacific Horticultural Society 

Hybrid History (continued) 
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Perfect Foliage and Great Form:  Rhododendron ‘Superflimmer’ 
 

 
                                                                                   Photo:  Mike Stewart 

 
If you love your ‘President Roosevelt’ rhododendron, 
you may want to explore the possibility of acquiring R. 
‘Superflimmer’.  Its leaves have large yellow centers 
which are rimmed by dark green.  The effect of this color 
combination gives you a plant that brightens up a corner 
of your garden.  In my opinion, there is no need for R. 
‘Superflimmer’ to bloom because the foliage is so deco-
rative.  It does bloom in May and most people describe 
the trusses as having a lilac color or the same color as R. 
‘Goldflimmer’.  When the blooms are gone, however, 
you will still have a colorful plant for all the rest of the 
year. 

 

R. ‘Superflimmer’ grows into a mounding form and is 
wider than tall.  You may want to plant it in full sun or 
maybe partial shade.  Both sites are fine.  

 

Since I mentioned R. ‘Goldflimmer’, you now can hear a 
little bit about the history of this rhododendron and its 
relationship to R. ‘Superflimmer’.  Stuart Imrie of Wash-
ington state found a special sport on one of his R. ‘Gold-
flimmer’ plants.  It had a lot more yellow than green on 
its leaves.  Voila!  This sport became the new rhododen-
dron R. ‘Superflimmer’. 

 

And there are other stories to tell in Europe.  Have you 
heard of R. ‘Blattgold’?  It was introduced in 1988 by 
Klaus Stockmann in Germany as a sport of R. ‘Goldflim-
mer’.  Going back even farther in history, Dietrich Hob-
bie of Germany found a variegated sport on either R. ca-
tawbiense or R. ponticum that was developed by him to 
become R. ‘Goldflimmer’.  He introduced it to the world 
in 1955.   
 
 

 
To further tell the story of variegated rhododendrons, 
the English have produced foliage with large yellow cen-
ters and green edges on a rhododendron that they 
named R. ‘Molten Gold’.  It is also a sport of R. ‘Goldflim-
mer’.  If you are choosing one of these variegated rho-
dodendrons, keep in mind that R. ‘Superflimmer’ is 
probably the “superstar” that shines among them.  

                    

 
   Photo:  Don Wallace 

 
Here is more about R. ‘Superflimmer’: 

 

Parentage:  a sport from R. Goldflimmer’ 

 

Foliage:  leaves have large yellow centers that are edged 
with dark green 

 

Trusses:  10 to 14 lilac-colored corollas in medium sized 
trusses; blooms in May. 

 

Structure:  mounding; grows to 3 feet tall in 10 years. 

 

Hardiness:  -10°F 
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Jeffery Temple & 
Jennifer Olson-Temple 

ARS Members since January 2021 
 

 
 

A new member—a new passion—a new venture.    
 
 

Jeffery Temple is experiencing a moment of discovery.   
He has recently become aware and awed by the splen-
dor of rhododendrons.   The discovery was inevitable.  
His father-in-law is Jack Olson of the ARS Eugene chap-
ter—a rhododendron lover, hybridizer, and avid gar-
dener.    Jeffery and Jack’s daughter, Jennifer, were col-
lege sweethearts, went their own ways and got back to-
gether 11 years later, marrying in 2004.   
 

 
R. ‘Princess Ann’ 

 

Jeffery was born in Grants Pass, Oregon, and spent most 
of his life in the Willamette Valley (Portland, Eugene, 
Springfield).  He didn’t grow up in a gardening family 
but, as he says, married into one.  Jennifer is also a na-
tive Oregonian and graduated from the University of Or-
egon; Jeffery is a graduate of Marylhurst University in 
Lake Oswego.  He has been building a career at Fred 

Meyer since he started in the stores at age 16 and has 
held a variety of positions, including Head Food Buyer, 
Head of Marketing, Customer Communications, Loyalty 
& Insights, and is currently Director of Corporate Affairs.  
Jeffery credits a lot of his success from being mentored 
by Norm Myhr, the last employee hired by Mr. Meyer 
himself.   Fred Meyer was purchased by Kroger in the 
late 90’s.    
 

 
 

Jeffery’s new enterprise, Rocky Knoll Farm—a seller of 
rhododendrons, exclusively online, is just now in the 
process of an official launch.   Jack Olson had always 
taken plants to sell at Saturday Market.  Fifteen years 
ago, he suggested that he and Jeffery do something to-
gether selling plants.  They started developing the idea 
two years ago.  Jeffery had  plenty of skills on the busi-
ness side, found he had a passion for things that grow 
and decided he wanted to spread that joy to others.  He 
feels people don’t realize the exceptional qualities of 
the genus Rhododendron.   He was captivated by expe-
riencing rhododendrons up close in Jack’s garden and 
loves Hendricks Park and Crystal Springs Rhododendron 
Garden.    
 

 
R. ‘Cilpinense’ 

 
 

 

Rocky Knoll Farm is an endeavor with several key play-
ers:   Terry Henderson—Eugene Chapter president and 
owner of Log Cabin Nursery, noted grower of 

President’s Profiles 
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rhododendrons; father-in-law Jack Olson; and Jeffery’s 
own father, equally excited about the enterprise, who is 
about to retire from a company in Eugene specializing in 
high-end plywood.  Jennifer, who teaches as a profes-
sion, will be handling customer service, newsletters and 
such. Jeffery has a specialist doing the digital creative 
work and a website developer in the Bay Area.  
 

 
R. ‘Coral Breeze’ 

 

Jeffery loves the idea of selling plants and wanted to do 
it differently.   Rocky Knoll Farm will be exclusively an e-
commerce business centered on the website rockyknoll-
farm.com.   The plants will be sold in one-gallon sizes—
rhododendrons and azaleas to start, “maybe perennials 
later.”   Terry Henderson will make it possible to offer a 
wide range of rhododendrons and Jack will enhance the 
offerings by layering in rare and exclusive plants from 
his own hybridizing. 
 
 

In preparation, Jeffery has been taking photos and “get-
ting his nose deep into plants.”   He wants the visual ex-
perience of the online photos to show the detail and the 
beauty of the plants—textures, colors, shapes, dimen-
sions, foliage and stems.   At their Portland home, Jef-
fery confesses that Jennifer does the bulk of the garden-
ing as he often works seven days a week. That said, his 
love of plants and things that grow continues to evolve.  
“While we aren’t feeling too proud of their own garden 
at the moment, it becomes incredible once it fills out 
each year.” 

 

 
                R. ‘Seta’   R. ‘Sugar Puff’  

 

Jeffery understands that business is driven by what peo-
ple buy.  He says Rocky Knoll Farm will approach it dif-
ferently, however, expanding perceptions and being 
purpose driven.  He supports the “Triple Bottom Line”, 
built on the three P’s—People, Planet, Profit—and has 
already signed an agreement with 1% for the Planet, 
benefiting Ecotrust, wanting to make a difference, not 
just a profit.  Rocky Knoll Farm plans to provide a “land-
scaper’s resource for those who want to dazzle their cli-
ents.”  The website is now  live, although Jeffery cau-
tions “We are growing!  It takes time and care to add 
products and photographs. Please continue to check 
back with our website."   A notable difference:  imagery 
includes the whole plant:  stems, leaves, buds, as well as 
the beautiful blossoms. 
 

 
R. hippophaeoides 

 

Sharing in the excitement will be Jennifer and Jeffery’s 
son, who has just turned 14.  Atticus was named in 
honor of a favorite character from the beloved classic To 
Kill a Mockingbird.  His parents thought the name would 
be unique although it turned out to be a popular new 
boy’s name at the time.   The coincidence is that a neigh-
bor family had a baby boy at about the same time and 
named him “Scout”(!). 

 

You probably already noticed Jeffery actively participat-
ing in the ARS Portland Chapter’s Zoom meetings—and 
at other chapters as well—which is amazing considering 
Jeffery’s “day job” demands and his participation on the 
board and committees of Oregon Food Bank.   As his 
rhododendron world evolves, we wish them success and 
hope the spark that has ignited in Jeffery spreads to oth-
ers and their own discovery of the wonders of rhodo-
dendrons.  
 

All photos by Jeffery Temple 
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Rhodos Down East 
Exploring the North Atlantic Region 

 

ARS Spring Virtual and Live Convention 

 

JUNE 3-6, Wolfville, Nova Scotia 

  

REGISTER NOW  

  

 

Internet access is all you need to experience the presen-
tations, garden tours, ARS award ceremonies and net-
working opportunities!  

Celebrated speakers include:   Ken Cox, Glendoick 
Nursery, Scotland; Joe Bruso, veteran rhodo breeder 
from Massachusetts; Todd Boland, author, educator 
and all-around horticultural expert, from Newfound-
land’s Memorial University Botanical Garden; plant ex-
perts Christina Woodward and Nick Yarmoshuk from 
Ontario, Philip McDougall an ex-pat Nova Scotian now 
living in B.C., and Kristian Theqvist of Finland, and more! 

Plus:  Breeder’s Roundtable and the ARS NextGen Pro-
ject on innovative ideas to engage the next generation 
in your local ARS chapter activities. 

Note:  Registration closes May 1, 2021. 

$70.59 US / $85.88 CAN for 4 days of virtual events!   

For help with registration, please contact Danielle 
Lemieux at danielle.l.lemieux@gmail.com 
 

 

ARS Willamette Chapter  

 

Wednesday, April 14 

 

6:30 pm Social; 7:00 pm Program 

 

Nancy Moore 

 

All Seasons Interest in the Garden 

 
 

Join the Meeting 
 

Meeting ID: 886 7628 5847 
One tap mobile 

+12532158782,,88676285847# US (Tacoma) 

 

Floral color, foliage, texture, bark and form can make for 
an interesting garden for all seasons.  A graduate in land-

scape design/horticulture, 
Nancy was involved in 
many aspects of the field, 
including as horticulturist 
for a parks department, 
managing a shade tree 
nursery, teaching land-
scape design and horticul-
ture at the University of 
the Fraser Valley, and man-
aging her own landscape 

design/consulting business. She donated her time and 
expertise to many community projects, including the 
Abbotsford Community Garden and the Sylvia Pincott 
Heritage Habitat Garden. 

 

ARS Eugene Chapter 

 

Wednesday, April 21 

 

6:30 pm Social; 7:00 pm Program 

 

Kathy Lintault 

 

Camellias:  Beautiful and Versatile 

 

Join the Meeting 

 

Meeting ID: 811 8816 3312    Passcode: 741695  

 

Kathy will reprise her talk on the camellia’s diverse 
and lovely flower forms along with the camellia’s 
past history and cultural requirements. 
 
 

 
   ‘Spring Festival’                                   ‘Yuletide’ 

You’re Invited! 
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Pending Introductions 
 

 

 
R. ‘Ingrid Mehlquist’ x ‘Rio’ (name t.b.d.) 

 

Steve Krebs, ARS Great Lakes Chapter, gave a presenta-
tion to the Portland Chapter in February of 2019. Steve 
was the Director of the David G. Leach Research Station, 
operated by Holden Forests and Gardens and retired re-
cently after many years there. He spoke about his work 
developing “resistant” rhododendrons (phytophthora, 
temp extremes, etc.). The first commercial introduction, 
named Splendor™, was completed in 2018, and was 
available for sale at the ARS Philadelphia convention in 
2018. Connor Ryan, Rhododendron Collections Man-
ager at Holden Arboretum, has been in touch and up-
dated us on the developments of their next pending in-
troductions. A patent application was filed for one se-
lection of the cross ‘Ingrid Mehlquist’ x ‘Rio’ (above), 
and they expect to patent more plants soon. These 
plants have all performed well under open field condi-
tions in Ohio and have demonstrated field resistance to 
root rot caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi. This plant, 
trade name still to be determined, and other new 
Holden rhododendrons might be available at the 2022 
ARS Spring Convention in Portland (April 27-May 1). 

 
 

 

Southgate® Splendor™ 

 

Places to Go  

 

Tuesday, April 20, 7pm 

 

HPSO Gen(i)us Program 

 

Riz Reyes "Beginning Your Cutting Garden" 

 

$5 members | $10 non-members (Zoom) 

 

 

An early fondness for fruits and 
flowers turned a young boy 
from the Philippines into an 
award-winning garden designer 
and avid plantsman in the Pa-
cific Northwest.  Riz worked as 
a horticulturist for the UW Bo-
tanic Gardens for eight years at 
the Center for Urban Horticul-
ture.  He is gardens manager for 
McMenamin’s Anderson 
School, in Bothell, WA and still 
maintains RHR Horticulture 

growing and designing gardens and cut flowers while also 
teaching and lecturing for various garden organizations 
and publications.  You’ll learn which varieties are the easi-
est and most reliable for cutting and find tips on how to 
process and arrange flowers for long-lasting blooms in 
your home. 

 
 
 

Register: 2021 Genius: Beginning Your Cutting Garden 
 

 
 

 
 

Friday, April 9, 10am 

Johnny Fain 

 

“The Garden of Pleasure after Others 
A visit to Kōraku-en Garden in Okayama, Japan” 

 

Launch Meeting - Zoom 

 

Meeting ID: 960 1240 0720 
Passcode: Japan 

 

After graduating from UGA in Horticulture and Land-
scape Architecture, Johnny Fain moved to Portland to 
study Urban Design at Portland State University. After 
PSU in 2015, he started working for Portland Parks and 
Recreation as a Horticulturist.  Johnny spent several 
months working at this garden and will share his experi-
ences.   More detail here.   

FYI 
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Places to Go  
 

 

 
 

Rhododendron segments on YouTube from the 
Scottish Rhododendron Society: 

 

BG 05 2018 (ok.ru) (@19:36) 

 

BG 09 2016 (ok.ru) (@19:02) 
 

BG 14 2017 (ok.ru) (@19:18) 

 

Thanks to Skyler Walker of Tangly Cottage! 

 

 

Far Reaches Farm, Cistus Nursery, Digging 
Dog, Heronswood, Joy Creek Nursery 

 

Why shop at a specialty nursery? 

  

from The New York Times. 

 

 
 

How a British 
Gardening Show 

Got Britain 
through the 
Pandemic 

 

 
The fascinating story of Monty Don, 

 

host of Gardeners World 

 

From making costume jewelry for Princess 
Diana and Michael Jackson to becoming 

Britain’s national gardener. 
 

“I’m old enough to know that if you have grief, 
if you have suffering, if you have loss, 

the garden is a solace.” 
 

The Demise and Po-
tential Revival of the 
American Chestnut 

 

…Item of interest 
for tree lovers 
from the Sierra Club 
 
 
 
Nut Trees for the 
Northwest 
 
 

 

Recommended reading 

 
 
 
 

The Bird Way 
A New Look at 
How Birds Talk, 
Work, Play, 
Parent, and Think  
 
 

 
 

 
A new R. forrestii from Gossler Farms 

joins the other rhododendrons 
in Loree Bohl’s Danger Garden 

FYI 
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PORTLAND CHAPTER 
THE AMERICAN  
RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 

 
PO BOX 86424 
PORTLAND OR 97286-0424 
www.rhodies.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society 
is registered in Oregon as a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization. 
Dues and donations are qualified charitable tax deductions.  
 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
Benefits include chapter meetings, quarterly issues 
of the Journal American Rhododendron Society, plant 
sales and auctions, garden events and more. 
Dues:  $40 per year  
Other membership options: 
www.rhodies.org  

  

Membership Co-Chairs:  Steve McCormick and John Stephens    
Contact:  pc.ars@outlook.com  

 

OFFICERS  
President:  Steve McCormick 
VP:  Steve Hopkins 
Past President:  Caroline Enns 
Secretary:  Steve Hall 
Treasurer:  Dick Cavender 

 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 
Betsy Soifer, John Stephens, Andrew Stern, Maria Stewart, 
Mike Stewart (through June 30, 2021) 
Ann Clack, Ray Clack, Dennis O’Malley, David Anderson, 
Barry Kast (through June 30, 2022) 

  

NEWSLETTER 
Rhododendron News is published monthly except July, 
distributed via email. 
Editor:  Steve McCormick  
ssmccormick@outlook.com 
Masthead:  Merilee Mannen  
For print edition, contact Maria Stewart (503) 668-3522 

  

 

 
 
WEBSITE 
www.rhodies.org  
Webmaster:  Andrew Stern 
 

VAN VEEN NURSERY & 
VAN VEEN HERITAGE GARDEN 
vanveennursery@hotmail.com 

(503) 777-1734 

 

CRYSTAL SPRINGS  
RHODODENDRON GARDEN 
Executive Director:  Brandon Baker 
brandon@crystalspringsgardenpdx.org 
Volunteering: csrgvol@gmail.com   

Tours/Photoshoots: Stephanie Kress 
gatehousecsrg@gmail.com 
(503) 267-7509 

 

Weddings/Events:  
eventscsrg@gmail.com  
(503) 975-6743 

 

Friends of Crystal Springs:   
GARDEN MEMBERSHIPS  
Donations: Donate  
 

CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN 
Chair:  Dick Cavender 
red@redsrhodies.com 
smithgarden.org 
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