
 
 

 

 

Guest Column 
Mike Darcy treats us to some of 
his favorite fall color.  
 

 

 

Maria Stewart’s Featured 
Rhododendron    A 1924 dis-

covery that can take a chill.  
  
 

 

  
October Recap 
Glen Jamieson revives the Euro-
pean Spring of 2018. 

 
 
 
 

 
Special Events 
Another teaser to view the 
whole Steve Hootman webinar. 

 

 

 
November Guest Speaker 
Mike Stewart takes us botanizing 
in the old West. 

 
 

 
 

Chainsaws out!  Smith Gar-
den is revived again. 
 

 

President’s Profiles  
No wonder that Valley is 
Happy!   

 

AND MORE!

In This Issue 

  Purpose 
  

To encourage interest in 
and disseminate  infor-
mation and knowledge 
about the genus Rhodo-

dendron. 
To provide a medium 

through which all persons 
interested in the genus 
may communicate with 

others through education, 
scientific studies, meet-
ings, publications, and 
other similar activities. 

  
  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Meetings 
  

Chapter meetings are 
held on 3rd Thursdays, 

September-May.   
Meetings are temporarily 

held online via Zoom,  
starting at 7pm, until 

in-person meetings can 
be resumed safely.  Invi-
tation links are sent via 

email or contact: 
  

  pc.ars@outlook.com 

Portland Chapter, American Rhododendron Society 
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Portland Japanese Garden 
Fall Color Watch 2020 

 
 
Ideas, comments, photos?  We’d love to 
see/hear from you!  pc.ars@outlook.com   
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With the midday sun 
an assembly of  shadow 
fading in and out 
 
Almost November 
from the east a chill wind 
the sun on my back 
 
The measured color 
in the stillness of  an autumn  
day break 
 
Inclement weather 
Everywhere, abandoned 
spider webs 
 
Nibbles of  the hare 
disappearing with its bolt 
into the hedge row 
 

Peter Kendall     

  
  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

CALENDAR 

Online via Zoom 

 

November 19, 2020 

Speaker: Mike Stewart 

Program: “Botanical Gems and 
Their Journey to Your Garden”  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83298560721?

pwd=YzFNcDRGU3JUVTVZTW45UX-

MrS2NPQT09 
Phone: 253-215-8782 Passcode: 832 9856 0721 
  

 

December 17, 2020 

Program: Member Slides 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89733059492?

pwd=VjdtVzB1M29IS0dUZEt5QnphNjBG

UT09 

 
January 21, 2021 

Speaker:  Peter Adams 

Program:  “White Cloud Nursery 
Vireyas” 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88280941569?

pwd=VU9KMlc3bXZqMFFjcXNBMXpaU-

UZoZz09 
  

February 18, 2021 

Speaker:  TBA 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83724836893?

pwd=UFAzOGZhTDJYanQ5Y1g4eV-

ZyYVF5QT09 

  
March 18, 2021 

Speaker:  Richie Steffen 

Program:  “The Miller Garden, 

Legacy of a Plantswoman” 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82580943492?

pwd=RjdvcCt4UFdQMUUvb2NlbmRkQlV

0QT09 

https://japanesegarden.org/2020/10/24/fall-color-watch-october-28-2020/
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Writing this before election day, November 3rd, some-
thing tells me we will need to be thinking in the context 
of a RESET no matter the outcome.  If you’re like me, 
you might feel like you’ve been Diagonally Parked in a 
Parallel Universe.  

 

A warning, if it helps, is to look out for a syndrome 
known as Seasonal Affective Disorder—SAD—and the 
best comfort/cure you might find is to “Hug a Plant!”  
In this time of approaching dormancy, let’s concentrate 
on the renewal ahead.  And that also applies to your 

ARS membership         While your checkbook is out, 
you’ll find the link on page 11 to renewing your annual 
Friends membership at Crystal Springs.  
 

In this November 2020 issue, we’re pleased to intro-
duce you to Tom and Merilee Mannen (see President’s 
Profiles, page 17).  We also have a new “etc.” section 
with some worthy tidbits, e.g. the link to other District 
4 meetings:  Willamette Chapter’s Zoom meeting, on 
Wednesday, 11/11, with guest speaker Giselle Scho-
niger, and the Eugene Chapter meeting, on Wednes-
day, 11/18, with Harold Greer as guest speaker.  Let’s 
go outside our usual bounds and show up at these 
other chapter meetings.  LINKS on Page 17.  The more 
the merrier! 

 

While we’re wandering afield, how about making a stop 

at the Lan Su Chinese Garden to experience the Chry-
santhemum Penjing Exhibit this “mumvember” (see 
photos on right).   

 

And this issue features two magnificent rhododen-
drons that bloom at this time of year:  Keith White’s R. 
oldhamii and Maria Stewart’s R. cerasinum.   

 

Thanks again to Glen Jamieson for an excellent Zoom 
experience in October.  And you can look forward to 
Mike Stewart’s presentation on the 19th.  Looking 
ahead, we’ll welcome an expert on Vireyas for our Jan-
uary meeting:  Peter Adams, who founded the White 
Cloud Nursery on the “big island” of Hawaii.  And com-
ing in March:  Richie Steffen from the Elizabeth C. Miller 
Garden at the University of Washington. 

 

P.S.  Paul Rogers chimes in on our October Rhodo-
dendron News discussion regarding the     “i before 
e” rules.   As it turns out, Paul reminds us, that’s 

actually not a “sCIEntific” observation.        

Season’s greetings from Willapa Bay: 
 

 

 
 

 
A web well-spun from        Acer palmatum ‘Sango 
Taxus x media ‘Beanpole’    Kaku’ (Coral Bark Maple) 
 

 
Fall sunrise over the Willapa Hills 
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Mike Stewart 
Thursday, November 19, 2020, 7:00pm 

 

Botanical Gems and their Journey to Your 
Garden 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83298560721?pwd=U3Ri
TytTbXE3ejlDRVpiR2NmMkd2QT09 
 

A reprise of Mike’s presentation at the Western Re-
gional Conference, Parksville, B.C., September 2019. 
 

  
 
Talk Description   

 

Before the early 18th century, Europeans had no 
knowledge of plants from North America, South Amer-
ica or the Himalayas.  This program tells the stories of 
those very early explorers who broke trails into previ-
ously unknown regions of the world searching for new 
botanical treasures.  These men and women were 
among the first to risk, and sometimes give their lives, 
in search of the botanical gems that we have in our gar-
dens today.   This chapter of the story centers around 
plant exploration on the North American continent 
with a special emphasis on the Pacific Northwest and 
the adventures and discoveries of the great Scottish 
Botanist, David Douglas.    

 

About our speaker 

 

Mike Stewart has been an essential contributor to the 
world of rhododendrons for decades, having held all 
the most significant positions with the Society and as 
owner with his wife of a highly successful rhododen-
dron nursery.  Mike is a past President of the Portland 
Chapter of the ARS, a past President of the American 
Rhododendron Society and Past President of the Rho-
dodendron Species Foundation and Botanical Garden 
(RSBG) in Federal Way, Wash., holder of the largest col-
lection of species rhododendrons in the world. 

 
 
Mike and his wife Maria recently retired as owners of 
Dover Nursery, where for the past 40 years they prop-
agated and grew over 1,200 different hybrid and spe-
cies rhododendrons, shipping some 40,000 plants each 
spring to garden centers throughout the U.S. and Can-
ada.  Mike has been awarded the Portland Chapter’s 
highest award, the Bronze Medal, and received the 
Gold Medal from the American Rhododendron Society 
in 2009 for his many contributions in the areas of rho-
dodendron cultivation, preservation, and for the infor-
mation that he provides to the public. He is a talented 
photographer and natural speaker widely acknowl-
edged for the quality of his presentations.  Mike has 
spearheaded the renovation of the Van Veen Nursery, 
famous for its propagation, which was bequeathed to 
the Portland Chapter by Kathy Van Veen on her death.   
Since retirement, Mike and Maria have expanded the 
already beautiful gardens and beds on the grounds of 
their property, the former Dover Nursery.  One of the 
features in the expanded front garden includes a rock-
ery that displays dwarf rhododendrons, dwarf conifers 
and many other slow growing alpine type plants, which 
they call “the arboretum.” The many interesting and 
sometimes large trees provide the landmarks they rely 
on when they’re trying to locate each other on their 
acreage.  They have also just finished a two-year pro-
ject they call “the species walk,” which meanders 
through the forested portion of  the garden, displaying 
large-leaf species rhododendrons.  The total  garden 
now covers  5 acres.  We’ll be anxious to see the results 
of Mike and Maria’s efforts when Portland hosts the 
2022 ARS Spring convention and features their garden 
among the tours. 

 

Join the meeting early, starting at 6:30pm, for what we 
call “social time” before the official meeting at 7!    
 

 

Guest Speaker |  November 2020 
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GLEN JAMIESON presented his “Highlights of the Dan-
ish/Swedish/German 2018 ARS Tours”—as guest 
speaker for the October meeting.  After a scramble get-
ting everyone on board with the correct Zoom link 
(apologies for the confusion), several announcements 
were made ahead of the evening’s feature.   We up-
dated the status of the Cuttings Exchange (which in-
cludes the species and hybrids identified in the list 
posted at the chapter’s website), reminded everyone 
to get their 2021 renewals in, solicited volunteers for 
the annual Smith Garden Work Day and introduced Pat 
Frobes, a member of  the Board of the Portland Parks 
Foundation and former chair of the Portland Parks 
Board, who prompted those attending to support the 
ballot measure, Portlanders for Parks, which will gener-
ate needed funding of the city’s parks, including Crystal 
Springs.  The pandemic forced the closure of commu-
nity centers and pools and cancellation of recreation 
activities, creating a multi-million-dollar deficit for Port-
land Parks & Recreation.   

 

Dr. Jamieson was a member of the ARS contingent to 
the 2018 ARS Spring International Convention “North 
America meets Europe” in Bremen, Germany.   He 
elected to travel to Denmark and Sweden with the 
group that chose that optional pre-tour, leading up to 
the convention start.   Glen shared some sights and in-
sights from the beautiful garden destinations with rho-
dodendrons in bloom from this unique shared conven-
tion with the German Rhododendron Society.   

 

Glen joined us from his home in Parksville, British Co-
lumbia.  He is best known as editor of the Journal Amer-
ican Rhododendron Society (JARS).  He holds the PhD in 
zoology from UBC with a career that specializes in the 
study of Metacarcinus magister—the Dungeness Crab.   
He’s another one of those intrepid plant explorers who 
has hiked Sikkim.  He has many other awards and ac-
complishments with the ARS and has just been 
awarded the 2020 ARS Gold Medal.  

 

Glen began with a short and informative tutorial on my-
corrhizae—“Roots and a Happy Plant”— pointing out 
that a plant that “rocks” doesn’t have its hair roots 
firmly in place and should be dug up and replanted. 

 

His photo tour through Denmark and Sweden was 
nicely grouped into categories including paths, water 
features, use of rock and elevations.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
Locations visited on both sides of the Öresund 
 

 
Rapeseed in flower, source of Canola Oil 
 

 
Water feature. 

(All photos by Glen Jamieson) 

November Meeting Highlights 
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Grounds of Sofiero Castle, Sweden 
 

 
Stylish curved bridge 

 

 
Art with wood and tree stump (Glen’s wife, Dorothy) 
 

 
Using plant color, texture, shape 

 
R. cinnabarinum blanfordiiflorum        Bells on branches 

 

 
Creating view through a Woodland Garden (Bremen 
Rhododendron Park) 
 

 
             R. atlanticum                Azalea (unidentified) 
 

 
Rock base for raised bed 
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Steve Hootman presents: 
 

 
 

Original Zoom webinar: October 8.  Still available 
online for a few more weeks. 
 

To view the program, contact: 

 

Britt Board, Program & Outreach Manager 

253-838-4646 ext. 100 
britt@rhodygarden.org   
Cost: $10 RSBG Members, $20 non-Members.   
 
Steve’s Zoom lecture features his latest expedition to 
China. Steve will take you to the mountains of south 
Yunnan and adjacent Guangxi with images and details 
about the plants seen during his fall 2019 expedition. 
This trip is another in a series designed to explore the 
regions away from the main center of distribution of 
the genus Rhododendron in an effort to fill in the gaps 
in our knowledge and to introduce new taxa into culti-
vation. 

 

Highlights include the first botanical exploration of a 
rhododendron-covered mountain on the Vietnam bor-
der, as well as several days in some of the finest re-
maining old-growth forests in China. Steve also dis-
cusses and illustrates new findings and theories about 
subsection Fortunea, including several new, enigmatic, 
and even unknown species and their relationship to 
each other. 

 

To follow, please enjoy a sample of images from the 
talk, depicting specimens from some of the most re-
mote and least explored regions of China. 

 

 
 

 

 
Epiphytes in tree canopy above cardamom farm 

 

 
Evergreen magnolia (unknown sp.) with fruit 

 
 

 
R. mengtszense 

    What Steve considered the “Plant of the Mountain”  
    (never collected before) 
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Fall-blooming Gentiana 
 
 

 
R. rivulare 
 
 

 
 

 

Pit viper on the edge of the path 
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We asked ARS Portland Chapter member, Mike Darcy, 
to weigh in with his own favorites on the theme of Fall 
Color.  Mike is well known in the Portland gardening 
community from his garden show on KXL that started 
30 years ago along with programs for OPB, KPTV, and 
KATU and garden segments on Good Day Oregon. He 
writes a column for Digger, trade magazine for Oregon 
Association of Nurseries, in which he recently featured 
the ARS Portland Chapter in reporting how local garden 
clubs are handling the Covid lockdowns.  Mike has been 
a speaker at the Northwest Flower & Garden Show in 
Seattle and the Yard, Garden & Patio Show in Portland. 
Mike produces a wonderful newsletter, featuring pho-
tos submitted by his readers, which can be subscribed 
to here.   
 

From Mike: 

 

Sometimes I think that by living in the Pacific North-
west, we are so fortunate with the diversity of plants 
we can grow, sometimes we overlook trees and shrubs 
providing wonderful fall color.  I am not speaking of the 
beautiful fall color that many leaves give us, but rather 
the color from seeds, berries and fruit. There are three 
plants in my garden now, (early November), that I want 
to highlight for their spectacular color.   

 

The first is Callicarpa bodinieri, (Beautyberry), probably 
the best known of the three. The cultivar ‘Profusion’ is 
a heavy bearer of clusters of purple berries and is the 
one usually sold in garden centers.  
 

 
                Callicarpa bodinieri 
 

 
 

 

Clerodendron trichotomum, often referred to as the 
Peanut Butter Tree because the leaves, when crushed, 
smell like peanut butter. This Clerodendron blooms in 
summer with clusters of white fragrant flowers. Now 
the tree is covered with fruits that are metallic looking 
turquoise surrounded by scarlet calyxes. 
 

 
                      Clerodendron trichotomum   
 
Euonymus europaeus ‘Aldenhamensis’ (The Spindle 
Tree), is a rather non-descript plant until the fall sea-
son. In late spring there are small clusters of white flow-
ers but now is when it displays its colorful fruit. Bright 
pink and orange fruits and as an added fall bonus, red 
fall foliage.   

 

 
Euonymus europaeus 

‘Aldenhamensis’ 
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                            ‘ 
O. HOWARD HINSDALE GARDEN  

                                                                                 

By Gordon Wylie  

Though it often feels as though we’ve been in lock-
down all year…or more, 2020 began pretty much as 
any other year for the first two or three months.  
Early flowers, including magnolia bloom spotted as 
we slowed while driving by Hinsdale Garden mid-
February, was a friendly reminder of winter drawing 
to a close.  And of many more gardens and flowers to 
be enjoyed in the weeks and months ahead.     

In mid-March, as we were about to deliver a pickup 
load of plants to the Reedsport Friends of Hinsdale 
Garden to sell during hosted open garden days, the 
Bureau of Land Management cancelled the first 
scheduled date—April 11.  A few days later, the Bu-
reau announced the remaining two hosted days in 
May had been eliminated.  We protested full cancel-
lation as  premature but, as we know now, the folks 
at BLM correctly anticipated rapidly growing re-
strictions brought about by the now familiar, and 
definitely unwelcome, Covid 19.  

So how did the garden do during this decidedly dif-
ferent year?  Let’s take a look.  

Early bad news was abrupt failure of the footbridge 
providing access between the main garden and its 
eastern portion.  Some problems with that bridge 
were noticed and repaired last year.  Further interim 
fixes were expected to maintain use at least through 
this year while planning for a replacement.  But de-
fects accelerated rapidly, mandating immediate re-
moval for safety reasons; this action also saved per-
manent footings for potential use with a new bridge.  
Funding for a replacement is a priority request this 
year, the Bureau goal being a new bridge in place in 
2021.   

Among good news was completion of underground 
main lines through the entire garden for the auto-
mated irrigation system.  A building housing the wa-
ter intake from Reedsport, outgoing lines to irriga-
tion zones, the master control and related equip-
ment now stands at a central point.  BLM Botanist 
Jennie Sperling and this year’s summer intern, Jordan 
Mao, have been busy fine tuning the amount of wa-
ter supplied to all the plants and trees throughout 
the garden.  This project, spurred in part by an ARS  

 

 

 

 

 

Endowment Fund grant, is a significant improvement 
over temporary measures used since renovation be-
gan more than ten years ago.   

Another improvement is structure for permanent in-
formation signs near where the Hinsdale home once 
stood.  This is funded through a donation from the 
Reedsport Friends group derived from plant sales 
and donations on hosted open garden days.  During 
a mid-October visit, we also saw a good number of 
(air layer propagated) recently planted rhododen-
dron clones, and the garden overall was looking 
good.      

Of course, none of these things happen without peo-
ple, and some others should be recognized.  Steve 
Samuels, now retired archeologist with the BLM but 
continuing as a volunteer, brings his special exper-
tise.  City of Reedsport community support, primarily 
through the Friends, is headed by longtime chair Sue 
Martino.  John Harper, BLM Recreation Planner, sup-
ports through the inevitable paper work and more.  
Glenn Harkleroad, Manager at the Coos Bay office 
(growing Hinsdale sourced plants in his home gar-
den) is a ready advocate.  

A beautiful redwood bench in memory of Bob Mac-
Intyre, Past President of the ARS, has been com-
pleted.  We hope virus restrictions will be in the past 
so as to allow its dedication in Hinsdale Garden next 
year.  

 

     

 

District 4 Gardens 
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Smith Garden Annual Work Day 
 

Dick Cavender called for volunteers to participate in the 
annual “Work Party” at the Cecil & Molly Smith Garden, 
Saturday, October 24th.   Dick is the Chair of the Smith 
Garden for the Portland Chapter and is a mean hand at 
the chipper, below.  
 

 
 
Heeding the call, among others, were Dennis O'Malley, 
Joanne Turner, Steve Hall, Ray & Ann Clack, Mike Stew-
art, Wally Reed and his daughter, her boyfriend and a 
friend who was visiting from the East, Keith White & 
Mary Ellen Ramseyer, Karen Hanson, Ali Sarlak, Tom 
Gressler & Jane Mays, Anne Gross, Roger & Kathy Lin-
tault, Deborah Hedges (a volunteer from Crystal 
Springs), and Dick’s wife, Karen The garden was im-
proved 100% by the efforts of all.  THANK YOU 
 

 
 

Photos by Mary Ellen Ramseyer 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      R. ‘Corona’ x degronianum       R. hanceanum 
            ssp yakushimanum 

 

 
 

 

Chapter Gardens 
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Rhododendrons Down East 

in Nova Scotia:  
Exploring the Atlantic Region 

 

ARS 2021 Spring Conference 

 
June 3, 2021 - June 6, 2021 

 

  
 
Planning is ongoing for a “virtual hybrid” convention, 
offering video garden tours, online guest speakers, 
and as many live, in-person elements as possible.  
Come join us “down east” as Nova Scotians say. Expe-
rience our unique blending of history, contemporary 
culture and natural beauty. Come to see our splendid 
rhodos and lush gardens,  and we’ll throw in dramatic 
seacoasts, a vibrant capital city, and the world’s high-
est tides as extras. The American poet, Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, called this the Land of 
Evangeline; to our Indigenous people  it is Mi’kma’ki. 
By whatever name, Nova Scotia is a special place to 
visit. 
 

Details will be updated at the convention website.   
 

 
Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia 
 

 
 

 

 

“Old Faithful” 
 
Submitted by Keith White, Willamette Chapter 
Featured in the most recent WC-ARS newslet-
ter—blooming at press time! 
 
I like to call my R. oldhamii “Old Faithful” because it 
reliably blooms faithfully in the spring and the fall. R. 
oldhamii is a member of Rhododendron sect. Tsutsusi. 
These are what I usually call “Japanese evergreen 
azaleas.” But R. oldhamii is from Tiawan, ranging from 
sea level to 9,000 feet on cliffs, grassy slopes and near 
water. Cox, in “The Encyclopedia of Rhododendron 
Species” says that it is only suitable for outdoors in 
mild climates. However, mine (from the RSF) has sur-
vived sustained temperatures of 10 degrees F. It has 
also been successful, according to Cox, as an indoor 
azalea. It was introduced in 1878 but probably lost, 
then reintroduced in 1918 (Cox).  To further quote 
Cox: 

 

HEIGHT: 1.2 -3m, a spreading shrub. Branchlets with 
dense, red-brown, glandular hairs and scattered ad-
pressed hairs.  
LEAVES: persistent, dimorphic, spring leaves 3.5 – 8.8 
x 1.8 – 2.5 cm, Summer leaves 1.5 – 2 x 0.8 – 1.0 cm, 
ovate-lanceolate, upper and lower surfaces covered 
with long, pilose, light brown hairs.  
INFLORESENCE: 1-4 flowers.  
COROLLA: Funnel-shaped, 2.5 – 3.5 cm long, 3.8 – 5 
cm across, brick-red to coral-pink, spotted; calyx 
2mm long, glandular and pilose, stamens (8-) 10: 
style glabrous. 

 

 

 
   R. oldhamii 
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R. cerasinum ‘Cherry Brandy’  

Nice Feature:  Blooms in the Fall 

By Maria Stewart 

Imagine my surprise while weeding in our garden 
in October, to find a few beautiful blooms on our 
R. cerasinum ‘Cherry Brandy’.  So, I looked the 
plant up in our rhododendron books and yes, it is 
known to partially bloom in the fall.  The corollas 
are special because they are white or pale pink 
with dark pink edges.  Deep-purple nectar pouches 
decorate the inside of each corolla.  The other R. 
cerasinum is ‘Coals of Fire’ and its corollas are pure 
cherry-red.  Both species have oblong or oval me-
dium-green leaves with waxy bluish-green under-
sides.   

Here is more about R. cerasinum: 

Classification:  Subgenus:  Hymenanthes  Section:  
Hymenanthes  Subsection:  Thomsonia                                                                              
Species:  cerasinum 

Distribution in the wild:  SE Tibet, Northern Burma 
and Arunachal Pradesh at 10,000- 12,000 feet. 

Their names:  Frank Kingdon-Ward named them 
‘Cherry Brandy’ and ‘Coals of Fire’. 

Flowers:  three to five corollas in a loose truss; 
corollas are thick and fleshy; to 2 inches long; calyx 
is very small or non-existent. 

Foliage:  2 to 4 inches long and 1 to 1.5 inches 
wide; rounded at both ends; retained for one year. 

Structure:  grows to three feet in 10 years; upright 
and rounded form. 

Hardiness:  -5 degrees F. 

Placement in your garden:  Provide frost protec-
tion in the Fall for the partial blooming. 

 

 

 

 

R. cerasinum ‘Cherry Brandy’ 

(Photo:  Mike Stewart) 
 

 

R. cerasinum ‘Coals of Fire’ 

(Photo:  Chimacum Woods) 

 

 
 
 

Maria Stewart’s Rhododendron of the Month 
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Tom and Merilee Mannen 
ARS members since 1974(!) 
 

Tom and Merilee Mannen are steadfast members of 
the Portland Chapter who joined decades ago and have 
been attending meetings ever since.   They have a rho-
dodendron-centric garden in Happy Valley and take 
great pleasure in the time they spend tending it. 

 

\ 
 
Tom was born and raised in Western Idaho, went to 
school in Eastern Oregon and remembers mowing hay 
and doing some work in lumber mills before heading to 
college at Bob Jones in South Carolina.   Returning to 
the northwest, first spending some time in Seattle, he 
moved to Portland where he met Merilee.  Tom spent 
20 years in the Lloyd Center office as an auditor at the 
Bonneville Power Administration—an easy commute 
from Happy Valley at the time, where Tom and Merilee 
settled in 1976.      

 

Merilee was born and raised in Portland and grew up in 
the Woodstock neighborhood.  She frequently walked 
to the relatively new Crystal Springs Rhododendron 
Garden starting in the mid ‘50’s, where her interest in 
rhododendrons began.  Merilee studied at the Univer-
sity of Oregon and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree  in 
Art Education, and, while teaching in Portland, earned 
the Master of Arts in Liberal Studies from Reed College.  
She was employed at Portland Community College for 
20 years in student services, working in admissions, as 
an academic advisor, etc. She had always been fasci-
nated by the ancient art of calligraphy, especially in-
spired by her favorite Reed College professor, Robert 
Palladino.  She studied western civilization history and 

practiced all alphabets used in the early church.  The 
most typical style at that time was the “uncial” (pro-
nounced ŭn′shəl), used by scribes of the time and still 
used today as a font for titles, while the italic style is 
used more for script.  Merilee taught the art of calligra-
phy and ceramics into the late ‘60’s, then took a hiatus 
before returning to teach hobby lettering classes for 
employees at Kaiser Permanente. 

 

Ted Van Veen encouraged Merilee to take over the 
scripting of the ARS Gold, Silver and Pioneer awards, —
along with the Portland Chapter Bronze Medal 
awards—which she began in 1981 and has created ever 
since.  In 1989, friend and mentor Ed Egan, JARS editor 
for many years, prompted Merilee to enter a contest to 
create a new letterhead for the ARS.  Her rhododen-
dron flower design and lettering has been used by the 
ARS ever since.   Her prize was a lifetime membership 
in the ARS. 
 

Merilee has served as Secretary of the Portland Chap-
ter and Tom as book sales chairman for the Portland 
Chapter for years.  Tom and Merilee have a son living in 
St. Helen’s and a daughter living in Olympia and are 
proud of their four grandchildren.  Merilee credits the 
time spent working in their acre size garden as a bless-
ing in getting them through the pandemic lockdown.  
The Mannen garden features varieties of their favorite 
rhododendron, R. degronianum ssp. yakushimanum, 
and they’re still finding new plants to incorporate into 
the landscape.  You can see a sample of Tom and Mer-
ilee’s gardening talent in the May “Our Gardens” sup-
plement.    

 

Merilee produces her calligraphy on 100% rag paper us-
ing a drafting table with a lightboard providing light 
from below.  A mistake only happens every 2-3 years, 
which means starting over from scratch.  She uses a 
broad “dip pen” with a combination ink and liquid 
acrylic to prevent fading.  Each award takes 3-4 hours 
to create, with a “dip” being required every few letters.   
You’ll see her uncial lettering in this month’s Rhododen-
dron News title and a sample of her italic style from a 
Portland Chapter bronze award below. 
 

 
 

President’s Profiles 
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Washington became a state on November 11, 1889.   In 
honor of the 1989 centennial, this November we salute 
the efforts of a pair of hybridizers who were solicited to 
create an evergreen and deciduous rhododendron for 
that special occasion.   

 

(JARS v39n3, edited) The 1989 Washington Centen-
nial Commission endorsed the selection committee's 
choice of Mr. Frank Mossman's deciduous azalea (Port-
land Chapter) and Mr. Fred Peste's rhododendron 
(Shelton Chapter) as unusual, beautiful and suitable for 
use as a part of their state's centennial celebration. 
 

 
R. ‘Centennial Celebration’  Frank Peste 

 

Fred Peste was born in Seattle in 1909 of German par-
entage and did not speak English when he started 
school in Shelton. Fred dropped out of school early and 
first worked in the woods for a local timber company, 
then switched to the pulp mill where he rose to fore-
man and worked shift work. This allowed him to work 
part time during the days at his own business, raising 
Christmas trees. Logged off land could be bought for a 
song during the Depression and he foresightedly 
bought land, planted Christmas trees and pioneered in 
fertilized and pruned trees. As soon as he could, Fred 
devoted full time to his own business, becoming one of 
the major growers in Mason County. Shelton is known 
as Christmas Town U.S.A. Fred's Christmas tree inter-
ests shifted to a partnership in the Noble Mountain 
Christmas Tree Farm near Salem, Oregon, raising noble 
firs on over 4000 acres. Fred became interested in rho-
dodendrons in the early sixties, in part through his 
friendship with Bill Whitney, and started hybridizing in 
1969. He and Lillian, his wife of 27 years, made about 
two dozen crosses every year. Four plants are regis-
tered: 'Lillian Peste', 'Walt Elliott', ‘Party Girl’ and ‘Dor-
othy Peste Anderson’.  They had 23 acres around their 

 

beautifully landscaped home on the edge of Shelton, 
with approximately 5 acres planted in rhododendrons. 
Fred was very active in the Shelton Chapter, having 
served both as show chairman and as president.  Fred 
was awarded the Bronze Medal by the Chapter in 1983. 

 
‘Centennial’ Azalea   Frank Mossman 

 

Few persons have shown a keener interest in the west-
ern azalea R. occidentale than Frank D. Mossman, M.D. 
of Vancouver, Washington. Along with his collaborator, 
Britt Smith, he prowled the hills of Northern California 
and Southern Oregon for more than twenty years ob-
serving and recording the characteristics and beauty of 
this azalea.  One of his azalea hybrids, [( R. occi-
dentale x R. bakeri ) x 'Santiam'] was selected as the 
Centennial azalea.  

 

In addition to his interest in azaleas, Frank traveled ex-
tensively to many parts of the World, including Borneo 
and New Guinea, always on the lookout for specimens 
of the Genus Rhododendron.  By 1955, he was well es-
tablished in his specialty, Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat 
practice. He and his wife, Doris, had built a home and 
landscaped it with routine garden plants, including four 
hardy rhododendrons. During 1955, the bug hit him: 
one of his patients was Ben Lancaster of Camas, Wash-
ington, a few miles up the Columbia River from Vancou-
ver. Ben invited him to visit his garden in Camas and 
select any plant. His choice was 'Snow Lady' and from 
then on, the Genus Rhododendron had a real cham-
pion.  

 

Frank was active in the ARS Portland Chapter and held 
many offices, including president. He received the Gold 
Medal from the ARS (1977) in recognition of the im-
portance of his azalea investigations.  
 

Hybrid History 
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You’re invited!  
 
Please consider attending other District 4 Chapter 
meetings scheduled in November: 
 

 
 

 

ARS Willamette Chapter 
Wednesday, November 11 
 
6:30pm for social time; meeting starts at 7 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85728483907 
 
Giselle Schoniger, Organic Gardening Educator  
at Kellogg Garden Products 
Rhody Revival.  Restore, Revive & Regenerate: Build-
ing Healthy Soils Organically   What is “good” soil and 
how do you know if you have it? Learn the basics of 
how to restore, revive and regenerate your garden 
beds.  

 

ARS Eugene Chapter 
Wednesday, November 18.   
 
6:30pm for social time; business meeting and presen-
tation start at 7pm 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81832631509 
 
Harold Greer:  Rhododendrons, The World in Your Gar-
den.  Harold will share pictures and information about 
where our rhododendrons originate and how much of 
the world is actually represented in our gardens. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
It’s time to renew your membership in the Friends 
of Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden!  

 

 
 

Enroll or renew by mail (PO Box 82787, Portland, OR  
97282-0787), at the gatehouse, or at the website  

 

 
Recommended Reading 

 

 
 

Dan Hinkley is widely recognized as one of the foremost 
modern plant explorers and one of the world’s leading 
plant collectors. He has created two outstanding pri-
vate gardens—Heronswood and Windcliff.  Both gar-
dens, and the story of how one begat the other, are 
beautifully celebrated in Hinkley’s new book, Windcliff.  
We look forward to our visit to Heronswood as a 
planned stop on the pre-tour of the 2022 ARS Spring 
International Convention.   

 
 

etc.  (for your attention) 
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Thanks for renewing your ARS membership!  

We hope you have already returned your payment in 
the self-addressed stamped envelope we provided.   
And many thanks to all those already valid thru 2021 
and beyond.   We need everybody on board for the 
challenging year ahead! 
 

Steve McCormick & John Stephens 
Membership Committee Co-Chairs 

 

 
 

What we could use right now! 
 

…thanks to the concept of a ticketed event at 

Leach Botanical Garden (Nov 1 & 8). 
 

 
 

Forest Bathing is inspired by the Japanese practice 

of Shinrin-Yoku and has been scientifically proven to 
boost immune strength, reduce stress, and improve 
cognitive functioning.  It offers more than physio-logi-
cal shifts; it shares a space to connect deeply with the 
natural world and remember our interconnectedness 
with all life. 
 

By slowing down and being present, we offer our bod-
ies, minds, and hearts a nourishing break from the daily 
stress and challenges we are currently facing. Forest 
Bathing is a practice that calms the nervous system and 
reminds us to be present to the gift of life. 

 
 

 

 
 
From  Paul Rogers:  “The first is of my 6" Acer palma-
tum pots.  (The 8-14" pots are elsewhere.)  In the center 
are about 160 or so of this year's seedlings from my 
'Scarlet Ohara', note NO apostrophe as appropriate for 
a Japanese maple (ohara means plain or field), and yel-
low-leafers, as noted by the red and yellow tags.  
Around the edges are last year's seedlings and Iris 
douglasiana grown from a Colliers' gift (Dave and Kath, 
SW Oregon Chapter).  I would've brought the nearer 
douglasianas for door prizes if...” 

 

 
 

This Cotswolds garden is a topiary dream world. 

(House & Garden, October 2020) 

 

 

Smith Entrance Cyclamen (photos by Joanne Turner) 
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PORTLAND CHAPTER 
THE AMERICAN 
RHODODENDRON SOCIETY 
 
 

PO Box 86424 
Portland OR 97286-0424 

www.rhodies.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Portland Chapter of the 
American Rhododendron So-
ciety is registered in Oregon as a 

501(C)(3) non-profit organization. 
Dues and donations are qualified 
charitable tax deductions.  

 
MEMBERSHIP 
Benefits include chapter 
meetings, quarterly issues of the 
Journal American Rhododendron 
Society, plant sales and auctions, 
garden events and more. 
Dues:  $40 per year  
Other membership options: 
www.rhodies.org  
  
Membership Co-Chairs:  Steve 
McCormick and John Stephens    
Contact:  pc.ars@outlook.com  

 
WEBSITE 
www.rhodies.org  
Webmaster:  Steve Hall 
 
 
 

 
 
OFFICERS  
President:  Steve McCormick 
VP:  vacant 
Past President:  Caroline Enns 
Secretary:  Steve Hopkins 
Treasurer:  Dick Cavender 

 
BOARD MEMBERS 
Betsy Soifer, John Stephens, 
Andrew Stern, Maria Stewart, 
Mike Stewart 
(through June 30, 2021) 
Ann Clack, Ray Clack, Bob 
O’Brien, Dennis O’Malley, 
David Anderson 
(through June 30, 2022) 
  
NEWSLETTER 
Rhododendron News is 
published monthly except July, 
distributed via email. 
Editor:  Tom Hoffman  tjhoff-

man56@yahoo.com 
For print edition, contact: 
Maria Stewart (503) 668-3522 
  
 
 

 
 
VAN VEEN NURSERY & 
VAN VEEN HERITAGE GARDEN 
vanveennursery@hotmail.com 
(503) 777-1734 
 
CRYSTAL SPRINGS  
RHODODENDRON GARDEN 
Chair:  Dan McLaughlin  
dvmclau@comcast.net 

Volunteering: csrgvol@gmail.com   
Tours/Photoshoots:  
Stephanie Kress 
gatehousecsrg@gmail.com 
(503) 267-7509 
Weddings/Events:   
Rachael Moloney  
eventscsrg@gmail.com  
(503) 975-6743 
Friends of Crystal Springs:   
Chair:  Dan McLaughlin 
dvmclau@comcast.net 
  
CECIL & MOLLY SMITH  
GARDEN 
Chair:  Dick Cavender 
red@redsrhodies.com  
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