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May
8-9 - Mother’s Day Show
20 – Awards Banquet
25 – May Board meeting
Summer Activities
June
No Chapter meetings
15 - Pruneopolis
22 – Board Meeting – focus
on the web and outreach
July - No Chapter meeting,
newsletter, or board meeting
August – Smith Garden
Soiree
No chapter meeting or board
meeting
September - Chapter
meetings start up again watch
the newsletter and website for
program information!

Meeting Info
Regular chapter meetings are
held on the third Thursday of
the month (except in June,
July, and August which have
other events).
This meeting will start at 7
pm with our annual awards
banquet. We clean up and
exit by 9:30 pm.
Location: All Saints
Episcopal Church - At the
corner of SE 40th and
Woodstock, Portland, Oregon

May Awards
Banquet
Our Annual Awards Banquet will
feature a short slide program by E.
White Smith on Garden Art, specifically on glass works found at the
Wright Park Arboretum and W. W.
Seymore Botanical Conservatory in
Tacoma, Wash. World renowned
glass sculptor Dale Chihuly is
currently showing several pieces in
these gardens for people to enjoy. We
will get to peek at these works of art
through E. White’s photos. It should
be quite colorful program.
We will also be eating! Like most
years, we will have a POTLUCK.
The Chapter will supply two different
meat dishes, along with coffee, tea,
water, juice, like normal. Members
can bring salads, veggies, breads,
desserts, etc. and their own plates and
utensils. Floral arrangements for the
table are also welcome. Don’t be late
we start at 7 pm.
Other topics on the agenda:
Chapter and Presidential Awards,
Mother’s Day Show awards, door
prizes, etc. who will the lucky
winners be? Come, have fun and
find out!

In This Issue...
>>Plant Sales Galore!
>>Conventions, Open Gardens, & Work
Days
>>In memory of...
>>and more!

April Elections
There are no recounts, loose chads, or
undecipherable ballots. The vote is
in! New Officers and Board members
include:
2009-2011 Board members:
Carol Barrett
Donna Sell
Steve Hopkins
Ray Clack
Brenda Ziegler
New 2010-2012 Board members:
Ann Clack
Dave Collier
Kathy Van Veen
Mike Stewart
Steve Kaminski
2010-2012 Officers:
Mike Domaschofsky, President
Maria Stewart, Vice President
Kath Collier, Past President
Carol McCarthy, Secretary
Dick Cavender, Treasurer

Hybrid Auction a
Success!
The Annual Hybrid Auction in
April was a fabulous success. Plants
from Thompson’s Nursery were
added to the selections and the
bidding wars were lots of fun. Many
of us came home with stunning and
unusual prized plants and the chapter
made a few dollars (nearly $400) to
help pay the rent! Our visitors were
stunned at the quality of the plants
and the bargain deals...so much so
that they started bidding and winning
plants themselves! A fun time was
had by all!

Haiku
by Peter Kendall

Curtains of rain—
rain — yet
undim inished—
inished — plum
blossom s
at every turn
The skirt of the path
The sun splashed pine has
em erged
from the night
A ccepting the arc
of the dove, a universe
of blossom ing plum

HELP WANTED!
Like to write? We’ve got
just the job for you! Our
editor is retiring after June
and we need your help!
Qualifications: Average
computer and word processing skills will make the
job easy and interesting.
You will need access to a
computer and printer; some
writing and photography
possible.
Time Commitment:
Depending on your skill
level, the process may take
as little as 8-10 hours per
month.
If you are interested,
please contact Kathy Van
Veen, 503-777-1734 at
(vanveennursery@
hotmail.com) or Kath
Collier, 503-663-7917
(talk2write2@wildblue.net)
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For Sale: Schick Garden
This just in from Linda Dickinson who
is Peter Schick's daughter (Peter passed
away this last year):

Dad's house is almost ready to be
sold. I expect to offer it at a lower
price than the listing price. It was
appraised at $450,000, primarily the
value of the land and not including
the value of the plantings.
The house needs a lot of work but
we've cleaned it up a lot. One of the
local ARS members called it "a
museum of rhododendrons" and the
tree service guy said it was "a
symphony waiting to happen." This
time of year it is exceptionally
beautiful although nothing blooms as
it did when Dad cared for the plants.
I would love to see the place go to
someone who appreciates what's
there. Four big leaves are blooming
right now.

Linda

dickinsn@mcn.org

In memory of....

E ileen (M arvel) Landregan
Chapter member Eileen Landregan
died on April 8. She was 85. Eileen
had been a very active member in
previous years and had been awarded
the Bonze Medal in 1986. Both
Eileen and her husband were active in
the Chapter. Bob was awarded the
Bronze Medal in 1988 and had served
as Chapter President in 1972-1974.
Eileen (Marvel) is survived by her
niece, Jane Alzner; and nephews,
Dave, Stephen, Kevin and Tom
Hicks. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Robert J. A memorial
Mass was held on April 18, 2010, in
the chapel in Maryville Nursing
Home, Beaverton.

In memory of....

Fran (A ckerm an) V an V een
A key support for the Van Veen
family, Fran Van Veen, died on
April 18, at the age of 92. She had
sustained injuries after a fall earlier
this spring. Fran was born in
Portland. In addition to being a homemaker, she wrapped and mailed
thousands of Ted’s book “Rhododendrons in America” from their basement.
Survivors include brother John
Ackerman and 3 grandchildren, plus
her daughters, Kathy Van Veen and
Diane Barnes. A memorial Mass was
held on Tuesday, April 27, 2010, at
St. Ignatius Catholic Church in
Portland, Oregon.
In memory of...

Fred Law rence M inch
Many of you may have known Fred
Lawrence Minch who lived in the
Seattle area. Fred passed away in
early March at the age of 82. He will
be greatly missed. Fred was preceded
in death by his wife, Jean. Fred and
Jean were active members of the
American Rhododendron Society and
co-owned the Riverside Tavern for
20+ years.
He is survived by his two children:
Fred Minch and Kitty Griffith, five
grandchildren and eight great
grandchildren. Also, three sisters:
Delores Bisig, Irene Hanson, and
Gayle Estes. Services were held on
March 10 in Puyallup, Wash. The
family request memorials be sent to
the American Cancer Association or
charity of your choice.

Japanese Garden
Sale

There were an
“amazing amount of
volunteers up there,”
incoming President
Mike Domoschofsky
exclaimed, “It was pretty
impressive.”
Mike had worked hard
to get the chapter into the
Japanese Garden Sale on
April 24. Proceeds topped $300 (there’s some
sales still to come in).
This money will be used
to pay for rent and
newsletter costs.
This was a particularly
fun sale to work at because the gardens were
exploding with color (a
lot of wonderful azaleas)
and other plants, and the
weather was mild and
partially sunny.
Special thank you to
Peter Kendall, Mike
and Maria Stewart for
the set up, to Ray Clack
for tear down, and most
of all to Mike Domoschofsky who is doing
an excellent job sharing
the word about the
Chapter and about the
fabulous rhododendrons!

Eugene
Chapter Plant
Sale
This event is on Saturday,
May 8, from 9 am to 2 pm,
and will include a large
number of vendors from
around the state. Again, we
hope you will be able to
join us. Questions?
Contact Ted Hewitt at
541-687-8119 or e-mail at
ted.hewitt@comcast.net.

April Meeting in Review

Mike Darcy!
Didn’t we have a blast? What fun!

Radio Host Mike Darcy always puts
on an entertaining and informative
program.
It was great being able to peek into
his backyard and see how he does
things. The artwork and pots were
fabulous!
Mike introduced us to many new
and interesting plants that he grows in
his garden each year. It is amazing
how many plants he has in such a
small space and how many plants he
puts in every year to get the fabulous
color and interest. Mike can be heard
on KXL on Saturday mornings on his
show "In the Garden and Around Town
with Mike Darcy."
The auction was also top class with
many plants in full bloom coming from
Thompson’s Nursery. The bidding wars
were intense as members vied for the
best plants. The sale netted just over
$400 (proceeds will be used to pay for
rent and newsletter costs).

CSRG Evergreen
Azalea Pruning
A Pruneopolis will be held on
Tuesday June 15 from 3 pm until
dusk. The evergreen azaleas in our
seven-acre garden have not been
pruned in several years and this is the
time to shape up for the National
Convention in 2011.
Support from Parks is appreciated
as Betsy Redfearn, Area Supervisor,
has contributed a group of pruners
AND offered to provide food. If you
are an experienced pruner, mark your
calendar, bring your favorite attack
tools, and join us on Tuesday,
June 14.
PLEASE RESPOND to: Carol
Barrett, alderx@q.com

SHOWS & SALES

Mothers Day
Show & Sales
Crystal Springs Rhododendron
Garden’s main fund raising event of the
year is scheduled for May 8-9. Here are
all of the details you will need to help out
with the show, enter, and WIN
TROPHIES!
ENTER: Friday from 7-9 pm or on
Saturday 7-8:50 am. Late entries will not
be accepted. Any one can enter the
show.
ENTRIES must have been grown in
the exhibitor’s garden for at least six
months prior to the show. Unusual
blooms, trusses, or plants can be shown
for ‘display only’ if desired. To win a
trophy, all entries need to be groomed to
look their best. Wash only with water, do
not apply any chemicals or shine to the
leaves.
ENTRY CARDS will be available at
the show site. All entries must have a
completed entry card. Suggest using
small return address stickers or return
address labels to save time.
JUDGING will begin at 9:30 am.
Several trophies are given at the show,
could one be going home with you?
SALES: Sale area set up begins at 8
am on Friday; tear down on Sunday at 5
pm. Sale area is open from 9 am to 5 pm
on both Saturday and Sunday. We can
use help counting plants, answering
questions, ogling plants, as well as for
set up/tear down. A bit of help is also
needed for staffing the membership table.
QUESTIONS? Contact Linda
Rumgay (503-682-3947) if you have any
questions or would like to help with the
shows. Contact Bob MacArthur (360256-2522) if you would like to help in
the sale area.
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CSRG Work
Parties
Underway
Work parties at Crystal
Springs Rhododendron
Garden meet every
Wednesday (around 9
am) starting in February.
These parties continue
until November. If you
are interested in hosting
at the gate contact Rose
Kress at 503-654-4318.
If you are interested in
arranging for a group
tour call Barbara
Keller, 503-775-5205.
Do you also find this
an amazing fact?
Crystal Springs Wednesday volunteers have not
seen rain before noon
since they emerged from
dormancy on Feb. 17.
That is eleven weeks to
date. And I bet you
thought it was wet!
Carol Barrett

Smith Garden
Visitor Days
Disappearing!
Open Garden dates
started in April and will
continue on Saturdays
and Sundays through
May 23, 2010 from 11
am – 4 pm. Mark your
new 2010 calendars with
dates you want to visit
this lovely woodland
garden.
4

CONFERENCES, OPEN
GARDENS, & WORK
DAYS
O. Howard Hinsdale
Garden Visit
Thursday, May 27, 2010

WHEN: 12:00 Noon to 4 pm (later if
needed)
WHO: ARS Members, Friends, and
Family
WHERE: Approximately 5 miles
east of Reedsport on Highway 38,
opposite the elk viewing area. Parking area along the south bank of the
Umpqua River reached by a single
lane road immediately east of the
garden.
OTHER: Parking is limited and carpooling is encouraged. The eastern
portion of the garden is a fairly easy
walk from the parking area. The
larger ‘island’ part of the garden is
not ADA accessible, and will require
walking inside the highway guardrail,
negotiating concrete steps and crossing a low footbridge. While low
growing vegetation has been removed
to improve viewing and access, care
should be exercised while visiting the
garden.
GENERAL: Well over 50 years in
the making, this garden is one of the
oldest large rhododendron collections
in Oregon. It also contains a significant assortment of large camellias and
other companions, including many
magnolias. You will be rewarded
with a mature garden at this remarkable and beautiful location against its
scenic river backdrop. Restoration is
well underway through major investments by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), with advice and
some physical assistance by our
members, and financial support for
plant replacement from the ARS
Endowment Fund. Improved plant

health and bloom from these efforts
over the last several years is more and
more evident. The BLM has kindly
agreed to this second visit to accommodate more visitors and for visitors
to enjoy a greater range of plant
material in flower.
The garden is not yet open to the
general public, but you may bring
family members and interested
friends. Good turnouts will help bolster continued progress. You are
cordially encouraged to take adventage of these special opportunities in a
trip to relish both the garden and the
panoply of ongoing springtime awakening along the way. Gordon Wylie

Hinsdale Garden comes alive! (photo by

Cavender Open Garden
The Cavender garden is a delight to
visit. Dick and Karen have amassed
a large collection of rhododendrons,
azaleas, and other interesting plants.
They are opening their garden on the
following days: May 16 and June 13.
Hours all days: 10 am - 5 pm. They
are also open by appointment just
about any time, call first.





















Rhododendrons
in Australia
Golden Jubilee
Conference is scheduled
for October 17-20, 2010 in
the Dandenong Ranges
(one of Victoria’s top
tourist attractions). To
learn more about the world
class national rhododendron garden (featuring a
15,000 plant collection),
the international and local
speakers, and other
attractions see:
www.vicrhodo.org.au

CSRG
Restroom
Renovations
Three short years ago, the
city of Portland offered the
Chapter $100,000 for some
type of improvements to
the Crystal Springs
Rhododendron Garden.
The Board looked at
several ideas and asked that
the restrooms near the
Meadow (which is between
the Exhibit Hall and
Storage Yard) be
renovated.
The project is finally
underway! Improvements
will include the addition of
more stalls and a larger
wheelchair accessible
restroom. An old storage
room will also be modified
into a dressing room for
garden events. With any
luck the changes will be
complete by Mother’s Day.

In the Garden...

President’s Message

Kath Collier

All addictions have their symptoms and
attending flower shows and sales on
every weekend must be very telling!
May is the plant addict’s best month
for shows and sales. It seems like every
plant society, garden, and small businesses that have a garden is having
some kind of sale and/or show this
month! There are too many to count!
Our plan is to carefully schedule
activities in our calendar and attend as
many as we possibly can squeeze in.
Now if I just had some kind of rich
benefactor who appreciates the concept
that buying rhododendrons has always
been a better deal than buying jewelry.
After all you can propagate a rhododendron and share it with your friends.
In the case of jewelry, it just falls off
and gets vacuumed up or lost in the
compost.
We usually have some specific items
in mind when shopping. That doesn’t
always minimize the expenditures but
it does help focus our search. This time
of year, there are many deals to be
found, even on items that are hard to
find the rest of the year.
If you are prone to shop these sales
be sure to look at the condition of the
plant...sometimes they can get very
dried out which could affect how well
they will bounce back in your yard.
Take a look at the label. Can you read
it? If not make sure to get the correct
name and spelling. You might get it
home and discover that it only gets a
foot high and that you were expecting
something red rather than white, and
perhaps needing a screen between you
and the neighbor rather than a cute
little white blob.
Finally, check for damage and
insects. If there are a lot of bite marks
on the plant, there is a good chance
there are a few hitch hikers on board. I
have enough root weevils already
without purchasing any!
Kath

Dave and I have started the process
for rezoning our little piece of
paradise in Bandon, Oregon. Last
year after 7 years of searching, we
found the perfect place to build a new
house and move our nursery to. By
perfect, we’re talking about little or
no snow or ice, plenty of rain, mild
sunny days, good soil, a location that
is not too far off the beaten path but
away from the city crime and traffic,
and, of course, nice plant people.
That’s a pretty tall order and by a
wonderful stroke of luck it found us.
All of this, however, is not without
a bit of work. We have to go through
the process of rezone a portion of the
property in order to build the house.
Then there is the well to be drilled,
and all of the things that come with
building a home and garden.
Don’t get me wrong. We will miss
our friends in Portland, the snow and
ice, cooking Christmas dinner on the
woodstove by candlelight, and
sweltering 106 degree days in the
summer (in the shade). I figure that
we will come to town about twice a
month for the first year or so. We
aren’t gone yet, but certainly looking
more and more southwesterly.
Who would have guessed that a
trip to Bandon to talk about azaleas
would have prompted such a wonderful discovery? While it is hard not to
be dazzled by the coast, I have to
admit that having rhodie friends and
plant people there is helping to make
the transition a lot easier.
(Continued on page 6)
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Table

In December, the Chapter
set up a book exchange
table. The goal was to get
people mixing and sharing
at the meetings, provide an
outlet for excess books,
and try to generate a few
bucks to help pay speakers.
Each meeting, members
have been bringing in
excess books and journals.
Many have picked up a few
books from the table, and
contributed a buck or two
to the speaker fund. New
members were treated to a
copy of fairly recent
journal with the invitation
to join the national society.
The idea has been a great
success. It has been fun to
pick up a book or two (not
all are about gardening or
rhododendrons), and bring
in a few. We made $40 at
the last meeting which
really helps us to attract
excellent speakers like
Mike Darcy and programs.
Thank you for your help
in making this program a
success. As long as you
enjoy it, we’ll keep doing
it!

President’s Message
(Continued)
We found more rhodo friends that
we ever expected, but perhaps that is
just part of being a member of an
international organization. You can
find friends in just about any corner
of the world who are more than
happy to indulge your plant addiction.
They are happy to show you what
they grow and are curious about what
you have in your garden. They share
critical advice about local conditions,
and know where to find things. We
would be lost without their help
(particularly help from SW Oregon
Chapter members Bob and Marjene
MacIntyre and Sven and Alice
Blomquist). Bob and Marjene have
even gone with us as we looked at
property and evaluated the soil and
potential for growing plants. Marjene
is a great cook and I’m learning a lot
(and practicing when I get home). We
have been very blessed.
But again, isn’t that just part of
our society? We will be having a
regional conference in Florence this
October and an Annual Convention in
Portland in 2011. If you haven’t
attended one of these national events
previously, these two meetings will
be your lucky ticket. Not only will
you have a chance to attend
interesting lectures and events, but to
also meet new friends, that who
knows, may one day be your new
neighbors.

Surfing the Board
Our Board meetings are typically
interesting and productive discussions.
The April meeting was no exception. We
talked about the upcoming convention,
the Awards Banquet, the show and sale
logistics and restroom renovations at
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden,
adding photos and data to the website,
giving new members copies of the
journal and plants, and other similar
items. Much to the glee of the board, it
also looks like we will get a replacement
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sound system, which should make our
meetings much more effective.
We also spent a lot of time talking
about membership, particularly the new
‘local’ memberships and how to structure
the membership committee. We are
breaking up the membership duties a bit
to make the process easier. New
memberships will come into Dick
Cavender who will do the deposits and
money tracking. From there the
membership data will be sent to a person
(as yet unfound) that will enter the
information on the computer. This data
management person would keep track of
the electronic mailing lists and
potentially generate mailing labels. The
third person would be our outreach
coordinator who would help with the
meet and greet process, as well as think
about and help us explore how to do a
better job in reaching and retaining new
members. This could include helping
with a membership booth at the shows
for instance.
We are very excited about this new
membership strategy and will be asking
some members to step in and help fill the
jobs. If you are interested be sure to call
me. This new strategy makes the overall
process more efficient, spreads the
workload lightly, and will help us do a
better job in the future.
The June board meeting will be
devoted to a review of the website and
strategizing what kinds of information
needs to be added to help our publics.
The focus will primarily be on the
Chapter and on Crystal Springs
Rhododendron Garden pages. Please join
the board at 7:30 pm on June 22 to
contribute your ideas or get involved.
Great meeting. Thanks to all Board
members and officers for working hard
yet again on behalf of the chapter!

SMITH GARDEN
The N ew Plants

r. ‘Elsie Watson’

Most of the plants that were added to
the Smith Garden during autumn and
winter were budded. Some were
heavily budded. Here are pictures of
several.
The new plants are stunning, but the
original plants are also great this
spring. The cold, wet weather seems
to agree with their needs.

r. ‘Horizon Monarch’

Herb Spady

r. ‘Honey Butter’

r. ‘Mango Tango’

Not in flower, but r. 'Laramie' new
growth looks great.

r. augustinii

Photos by Herb Spady

r. ‘Wee Bee’
r. ‘Starbright Champagne’
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