Rhododendron News
Newsletter of the Portland Chapter – Volume LIV, No. 4 – April, 2010
March Program in Review

SPRING CALENDAR

Mike Darcy!

May
8-9 - Mother’s Day Show
14-17 – Annual Convention,
Long Island, NY
20 - Awards Banquet
25 - Board meeting
Summer Activities
(details in newsletters)

No Chapter meetings JuneJuly
August – Smith Garden
Soiree
September - Chapter
meetings start up again

Meeting Info
Regular chapter meetings are
held on the third Thursday of
the month (except in June,
July, and August which have
other events). Meetings start
at 7 pm with a social half-hour
preceding the main meeting.
We clean up and exit by 9:30
pm.
Location: All Saints
Episcopal Church - At the
corner of SE 40th and
Woodstock, Portland, Oregon
Please feel free to join us at the
Woodstock Wine & Deli (across
the street) for dinner or beverage
before the meeting – several
members routinely meet there.

In This Issue...
>>Plant Sales Galore!
>>Conventions, Open
Gardens, & Work Days
>>and more!

April Meeting

Anyone who was absent from last
months meeting missed three exciting
events. First of all, Maria and Mike
Stewart, Dover Nursery, gave a
wonderful educational program about
fertilizers. They brought samples of
plants that needed fertilizer and ones who
got too much.
But they also brought plants that
looked like they had fertilizer problems
but did not. They explained how plants
with these fertilizer symptoms can have
solutions other than more food. For
example, a plant that has out grown its
pot can look like it needs fertilizer. They
also gave handouts of what they do
month-to-month in their nursery and
explained the chemical meaning of
fertilizer numbers. Thanks to all who
participated. This program could have
been a full meeting, but no we had more.
Our main speaker was Bill Hicks from
Tacoma Chapter. Bill program
"Lepidotes in the Garden" introduced to
a broad spectrum of rhododendrons that
Bill collects and propagates. His slide
show showed us what lepidotes are.
They are distinguished by tiny scales,
usually on the under side of the leaves.
The best part of the program was that
Bill brought example of all the plants he
talked about. And when he had completed his program, he gave a plant to
each person there. What a treat.
So see what happens when you miss a
meeting . You miss two great programs
and getting a new plant. So we will see
you this month? Thanks again to Maria
and Mike Stewart and big thanks to Bill.
Mike Domoschofsky

Well it is that time a year again when
one minute it is 70 degrees and sunny
and the next it is 35 with thunder
showers. One thing you can be sure of is
our quality programs at our monthly
meetings. This month we have the honor
of having local television and radio host
Mike Darcy coming to speak with us.
He can be heard on KXL on Saturday
mornings on his show "In the Garden
and Around Town with Mike Darcy."
Mike's Chapter program is titled 'Pots,
Plants, & Garden Art; Getting it All
Together.' Should be fun and
interesting!
But wait there is more. This month is
our annual Hybrid Auction. Our very
own Dick Cavender again will be
auctioning off an exciting collection of
new and old hybrids. So make it easy on
him, by emptying your savings accounts,
giving it to him when you enter, and
leave with a new plant. Easy!!!! See
you there.
Mike Domoschofsky

April Elections
April is the month for Chapter election and voting for key positions
within the Chapter’s Board of
Directors and Officers. The Board
generally meets about 9-10 times a
year and helps plan the Awards
Banquet and other major events, plus
discuss ways to attract and retain
members, resolve ongoing issues, and
look for ways to have fun.
(Continued on page 2)

April Elections
Haiku
by Peter Kendall

Curtains of rain—
rain — yet
undim inished—
inished — plum
blossom s
at every turn
The skirt of the path
The sun splashed pine has
em erged
from the night
A ccepting the arc
of the dove, a universe
of blossom ing plum

HELP WANTED!
Like to write? We’ve got
just the job for you! Our
editor is retiring after June
and we need your help!
Qualifications: Average
computer and word processing skills will make the
job easy and interesting.
You will need access to a
computer and printer; some
writing and photography
possible.
Time Commitment:
Depending on your skill
level, the process may take
as little as 8-10 hours per
month.
If you are interested,
please contact Kathy Van
Veen, 503-777-1734 at
(vanveennursery@
hotmail.com) or Kath
Collier, 503-663-7917
(talk2write2@wildblue.net)

(Continued)

Board members for the 2009-2011
season will be changing slightly to:
Carol Barrett
Donna Sell
Steve Hopkins
Ray Clack
Brenda Ziegler
The new 2010-2012 proposed board
includes:
Ann Clack
Dave Collier
Kathy Van Veen
Mike Stewart
Steve Kaminski
The new 2010-2012 proposed officers
include:
Mike Domaschofsky, President
Maria Stewart, Vice President
Kath Collier, Past President
Carol McCarthy, Secretary
Dick Cavender, Treasurer

Plant Transport for
Mothers Day Sales
Another trip is planned to bring
plants back from Thompson’s Nursery
in Waldport for the Crystal Springs
Rhododendron Garden Mother’s Day
sales. Anyone interested in helping out
on April 8th please contact Mike
Domaschofsky (503-891-4585) or Bob
MacArthur (360-256-2522).
We will meet in Gresham at the old
Thrifty Warehouse and/or later at the gas
station off I-5, the Aurora exit. The time
for leaving is yet to be set. Also, anyone
who has a vehicle that is covered and
would like to drive that will be a big
help. We will also need help unloading
plants later in the day as well. Anyone
who would like to help unload at CSRG,
we usually get there around 4 pm.
Finally there will be a potting party to
get these plants ready for the CSRG sale
on Wednesday, April 14.

May Meeting
Preview!
Our May meeting is our Annual
Awards Banquet. Again it will be a
potluck with the chapter supplying
the meat dishes. If you plan to attend
be sure to let Barbara MacArthur
(360-256-2522) know (we need a
head count for the food purchase).
Awards from the Crystal Springs
Rhododendron Garden Mother 's Day
Show will also be distributed. So
enter something, you can not WIN
unless you enter. Traditionally, the
President also presents special awards
for exemplary contributions to the
Chapter... who will it be?
Our program will be a short slide
show by E. White Smith, topic a
surprise. So come, have fun and
enjoy.

Annual Hybrid
Auction in April
April is the month for the Annual
Hybrid Auction. This fun event
provides you with an opportunity to
take home some fabulous and hard to
get plants at a bargain price. It also
provides an outlet for those plants
that are excess in your garden. The
focus of this auction is hybrid
rhododendrons so you know that
there will be some great bargains and
opportunities.
You can participate in this fun
April Chapter meeting event in two
ways: (1) Bring surplus plants from
your garden; or (2) Bid like crazy and
get some fabulous, some times there
are ‘one-of-a-kind’ plants. All
proceeds support chapter expenses
(such as speakers, room rent, and
printing).

S&
SALES
Lan Su
Chinese
Garden Sale a
Success!
On March 20-21 the
Portland Chapter participated in the first Chinese
Garden Sale held in the
PGE parking lot just
north of the Lan Su
Chinese Garden. We
were one of about 20
vendors that sold a combined total of over
$27,000 at the sale. After
all expenses were paid,
we were able to put
$341.20 into the Chapter’s checking account.
Thanks to Dick
Cavender for producing
our sale tags. Many
thanks to Maria and
Mike Stewart and
Kathy Van Veen for
helping set-up, host, and
breakdown the booth.
We had a great time
talking with people and
spreading the Rhody
Word. We gathered 37
new emails addresses of
people interested in
information about our
upcoming sales, shows,
and meetings. Everyone
also needs to ask Kathy
about all the things she
learned in two days in
the big city. Job well
done.
Mike D.

Japanese Garden Sale
The Portland Chapter will participate, for the first time, in the Japanese
Garden Sale. It will be held Saturday
the April 24 from 9 am to 4 pm at the
Japanese Garden. Set-up will take
place Friday night with breakdown
Saturday at 4 pm. The gardens will be
exploding with color (a lot of wonderful azaleas) and other plants. If
you are interested in helping, please
contact Kathy Van Veen or Mike
Domaschofsky.

Eugene Chapter
May Show & Sale
The Eugene Chapter of the ARS
cordially invites members of the other
District 4 chapters to join us for our
annual Spring Flower Show on the
weekend of May 1-2. This year the show
will be held in the Center Court of the
Gateway Mall on Gateway Street just off
of Beltline Road and I-5. Entries may be
submitted between 7 - 9:30 am on
Saturday, May 1. Judging will be from
10 am to 12:00 noon.
The show will then remain open to the
public until 9 pm and again on Sunday
from noon to 6 pm. Trophies and ribbons
will be available to pick up at 5 pm on
Sunday, May 2. We plan to have the
Show Classification Key and Schedule
available on our website (www.eugenechapter-ars.org) soon. We would like to
have the display filled with color and to
have the opportunity to meet or re-meet
many of you and to chat about what you
are growing in your gardens while we
enjoy our favorite genus.
This year the plant sale will be on
Saturday, May 8, at the Lane County
Fairgrounds on 13th Ave. at Jefferson St.
as part of the large, annual Hardy Plant
Group plant sale so it will be a great
opportunity to add to your collection of
companion plants as well. This event is
on Saturday, May 8, from 9 am to 2 pm
and will include a large number of

vendors from around the state. Again, we
hope you will be able to join us.
Questions? Contact Ted Hewitt at 541687-8119 or e-mail at
ted.hewitt@comcast.net.

CSRG Mother’s Day
Show & Sale
May 8-9, 2010
ENTER Friday from 7-9 pm or on
Saturday 7-8:50 am. Late entries will not
be accepted. Any one can enter the
show.
ENTRIES must have been grown in the
exhibitor’s garden for at least six months
prior to the show. Unusual blooms,
trusses, or plants can be shown for
display only if desired. Be sure to groom
the entries so they look their best. Wash
only with water, do not apply any
chemicals or shine to the leaves.
ENTRY CARDS will be available at the
April Chapter meeting and at the show
site. All entries must have a completed
entry card. Suggest using small return
address stickers or return address labels
to save time.
JUDGING will begin at 9:30 am.
Several trophies are given at the show,
could one be going home with you?
HAVE FUN!
QUESTIONS? Contact Linda Rumgay
(503-682-3947) if you have any
questions or would like to help with the
shows. Contact Bob MacArthur (360256-2522) if you would like to help in
the sale area.

Conferences, Open
Gardens, & Work Days

Cavender
Open Garden

Smith Garden Spring
Calendar

The Cavender garden

Open Garden dates start on Saturday

is a delight to visit. Dick
and Karen have amassed
a large collection of
rhododendrons, azaleas,
and other interesting
plants. They are opening
their garden on the
following days:
April 25,
May 16, and
June 13.
Hours all days: 10 am - 5
pm. They are also open
by appointment just
about any time, call first.

CSRG Work Parties
Underway

April 3. Open Garden days continue
on Saturdays and Sundays through
May 23, 2010 from 11 am – 4 pm.
Mark your new 2010 calendars with
dates you want to visit this lovely
woodland garden.

Work parties at Crystal Springs
Rhododendron Garden meet every
Wednesday (around 9 am) starting in
February. These parties continue until
November. If you are interested in
hosting at the gate contact Rose
Kress at 503-654-4318. If you are
interested in arranging for a group
tour call Barbara Keller, 503-7755205.
Outback Adventure

Rhododendrons in
Australia

Maria Stewart and Kathy
Van Veen did a bang up job
classifying entries at the
CSRG Early show.

Golden Jubilee Conference is
schedued for October 17-20, 2010 in
the Dandenong Ranges (one of
Victoria’s top tourist attractions). To
learn more about the world class
national rhododendron garden
(featuring a 15,000 plant collection),
the international and local speakers,
and other attractions see:
www.vicrhodo.org.au

The Ultimate Rhodo
Conference,
April 9–1 UBC
Botanical Garden
With about a month to go, the conference is already 75 percent filled and
instructors Ron Knight and Douglas
Justice are delighted with the response.
Good news: there are still spaces left at
both level 1 and 2!
Level 1 classes, with Ron, are all about
rhododendron gardening and provide an
excellent opportunity to more deeply
involve potential and newer rhododendron club members in the wonderful
world of rhododendrons.
Level 2 classes, with Douglas, are for
veteran collectors who want to know
more about classification, identification,
culture and care of species rhododendrons. Friday April 9 is the garden tour
day.
Douglas Justice (Curator of UBC
Botanical Garden) and Todd Major
(former Director of the Park and Tilford
Gardens) will be conducting morning
tours of Canada’s premier rhododendron
garden, UBC Botanical Garden. In the
afternoon, Gerry Gibbens (Head
Gardener for the Sino-Himalayan
Garden) and Roy Forster (original
designer of the Rhododendron Walk) will
be leading tours at the world class Van
Dusen Botanical Garden. A large
selection of species and hybrid rhododendrons will be offered for sale on
Saturday and Sunday.
If you wish to register, please visit
www.rhodos.ca to print a registration
form. Mail it as soon as possible. For
further information, email Ron Knight
at: rcknight@telus.net

Book Exchange
Table
In December, we tried
something new in our
Chapter meeting. Members
were invited to participate
in a book exchange. Members brought excess books,
picked up a few, and contributed a few bucks to the
speaker fund. The table
will be set up again in
April. All topics are
welcome (particularly plant
books). Be sure to pick up
a couple and consider
donating some books that
you are no longer interested in keeping.

Visitors in 2009 were amazed at the
fabulous blooms in the garden.

O. Howard Hinsdale
Garden Visits
Monday, April 26 &
Thursday, May 27, 2010

WHEN: 12:00 Noon to 4 pm (later if
needed)
WHO: ARS Members, Friends, and
Family
WHERE: Approximately 5 miles
east of Reedsport on Highway 38,
opposite the elk viewing area.
Parking area along the south bank of
the Umpqua River reached by a
single lane road immediately east of
the garden.
OTHER: Parking is limited and carppooling is encouraged. The eastern portion of the garden is a fairly easy walk
from the parking area. The larger ‘island’
part of the garden is not ADA accessible,
and will require walking inside the highway guardrail, negotiating concrete steps
and crossing a low footbridge. While low
growing vegetation has been removed to
improve viewing and access, care should
be exercised while visiting the garden.
GENERAL: Now well over 50 years in
the making, this garden is one of the
oldest large rhododendron collections in
Oregon. It also contains a significant
assortment of large camellias and other
companions, including many magnolias.

You will be rewarded with a mature
garden at this remarkable and beautiful
location against its scenic river backdrop.
Restoration is well underway through
major investments by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), with advice and
some physical assistance by our members, and financial support for plant
replacement from the ARS Endowment
Fund. Improved plant health and bloom
from these efforts over the last several
years is more and more evident. The
BLM has kindly agreed to two visits a
month apart to accommodate more
visitors and, for those who can go on
both dates, enjoy a greater range of plant
material in flower.
The garden is not yet open to the
general public, but you may bring family
members and interested friends. Good
turnouts will help bolster continued
progress, and you are cordially encouraged to take advantage of these special
opportunities in a trip to relish both the
garden and the panoply of ongoing
springtime awakening along the way.
Gordon Wylie

CSRG Restroom
Renovations
Three short years ago, the city of
Portland offered the Chapter
$100,000 for some type of improvements to the Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden. The Board looked at
several ideas and asked that the restrooms near the Meadow (which is
between the Exhibit Hall and Storage
Yard) be renovated.
The project is finally underway!
Improvements will include the
addition of more stalls and an old
storage room will be modified into a
dressing room for garden events.
With any luck the changes will be
complete by Mother’s Day.

President’s Message
Chapter Opportunities

We are trying some new ideas out to
Oregon’s Noxious
Weed Quarantine
Amended
Three known noxious
weeds are getting some
special treatment. Early in
February the Quarantine
regulations (OAR 603-521200) regarding the:
- Butterfly Bush (Buddleja
davidii/ varabilis)--they are
working on a process to
approve sterile varieties of
Buddlejas
- English ivy (Hedera
helix/ hibernica)--ODA is
allowing a grace period for
businesses with ivy
currently in stock to get it
sold. All indoor, patio,
floral, and topiary uses of
English Ivy will be
prohibited.
- Scotch broom (Cytissus
scoparious)--is prohibited
from being grown or sold
in Oregon regardless of the
variety or cultivar.
A complete copy of the
regulations can be found at:
http://Oregon.gov/ODA/
PLANT/603_052_1200.sht
ml.

help support membership and could use
your help. There are also a few vacant
positions that help support the Chapter
that also could use a little ‘TLC’ to keep
the chapter working well.
For instance, a few folks have stepped
in to help with the membership transition
but it is only temporary. A new more
permanent membership chair is needed,
and with any luck the paperwork process
will be greatly simplified. The job of
creating mailing labels will be signifycantly diminished in the fall as we transition to electronically distributing some of
our newsletters.
A new newsletter writer/editor is also
needed. Come this fall, Dave and I will
be (hopefully) starting to build the new
house and garden in Bandon. We have
already started the rezoning process and
are just about done with the preliminary
designs. The chances that we will be
totally swamped this fall is very high!
There are some other short-term
opportunities as well, such as helping
with marketing, sending out renewal
notices, etc. If you have a few hours and
would like to help out, we sure could use
some help.
Kath

In the Garden...
Kath Collier

April the rainy and cold weather has put
a slight damper on our gardening efforts.
The extra snow in the mountains will
certainly be a blessing come summer.
Water is something that is so easy to take
for granted. We just turn on a faucet and
out it comes, clear and cleaner than most
of the world has available.
But there are rumblings in paradise that
could affect all gardeners dramatically.
The water wars of the cattle ranchers in
the 1880’s may only be a glimpse of
future water conflicts. It is hard to
imagine water wars in the Pacific Northwest which is so well known for an
abundance of rain.

There are several pressures on our
water supply that includes increased local
populations and industries, weather
changes, and others outside of our area
that would really like to get their hands
on some of our liquid gold. Assuming the
demand for water continues to increase
there could easily be more pressure on
gardeners to minimize the use of water or
pay additional fees in order to keep their
gardens alive.
We know that change will happen. We
just don’t know when and what kind of
changes will be put upon us. Knowing
that, however, presents us with an opportunity to help our gardens adopt to a
drier climate. This is a great time to
consider ways that you can drought-proof
your garden.
Some things that you can do include
collecting rain off of your roof into a
cistern or pond, planting trees to shade
the soil, covering bare soils with thick
mulch, and rotating out water-thirsty
plants. In our garden we are pulling the
water-thirsty Japanese irises, among
other plants, and placing them into large
pots which can sit in a tray of water. Our
water catchment pond will also be getting a ‘once over’ this summer to address
the holes and tears that hurt its efficiencies. Finally, we will be plumbing the
two smaller ponds in the Japanese
Garden so that the quality of the water
will be improved and the design more
pleasing.
Planning is a great activity this time of
year. Consider long-term planning that
reduces your water needs while enhancing the beauty of your garden. Kath

Surfing the Board
Our Board meetings are typically

Which one do you like?
Kathy Van Veen, Dick
Cavender, Mike Stewart, and
Maria Stewart ogle some of
the fabulous entries.

CSRG Early
Show Success
To all,
Thanks to all that helped
with the Early Sale at
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden. Even
after bad weather, bad
economy, and one day
before Easter, we sold
$5,632.50.
According to Bob
MacArthur, this sale was
the third or fourth best
Early Sale Total.
Great job. Including a
order going to Michigan
we have sold a total of
$6601.50 for the Crystal
Springs cause.
Thanks,
Mike D

interesting and productive discussions.
The March meeting was no exception.
-- CSRG Friends: Pru MacDonald a
writer and designer is now helping with
the newsletter and is thrilled. She is
providing a much needed service.
-- The Board discussed the Courtesy
Email that is being captured from the
various events and what kinds of information might be sent out to the folks
on this list. It was suggested that we wait
a bit before hitting them with a sales
pitch for membership.
-- MOTION: Establish an ‘introductory’
local membership that will act as a
stepping stone to the national membership. Committee will provide an
appropriate name for the temporary
membership offer and help refine the
program, materials. There are several
conditions (such as including a $5
coupon at our sales, this being a one
time, limited offer to first time members,
etc.).
-- MOTIONS: There were several
motions made regarding the current
distribution list (who to drop, who to
retain, impacts of electronic distribution,
etc.). Carol Barrett volunteered to
review the courtesy Master Gardener
distributions.
-- MOTION: Regarding the May
Banquet format. RSVP to Barbara
MacArthur which will be used to
determine how much meat to purchase.
-- Donna Sell provided some excellent
book marks with rhododendron pictures
on it and our website address. Book
marks are being distributed to the local
libraries by the Board.
-- There were also discussions regarding
CSRG maintenance, the escalating
problems being caused by the iris, the
upcoming maintenance committee
meeting, and renovations.
Great meeting. Thanks to all Board
members and officers for working hard
yet again on behalf of the chapter!

Phytophthora ramorum
Update
The February 2010 issue of Nursery
News provided an interesting summary
of activities in the state of Oregon to
control Phytophthora ramorum. P.
ramorum is the causal agent of Sudden
Oak Death (or SOD) that was first
discovered killing tanoak, rhododendrons, and evergreen huckleberries in
Curry County, near Brookings, Oregon
nearly nine years ago. The pathogen was
discovered in the Oregon nursery trade in
2003 and a major effort to control the
level of contamination began.
The article described the number of
nurseries inspected and the number of
nurseries that tested positive to the
pathogen. The number has dropped
significantly since 2006 which may in
part be due to the excellent online (and
free; certification does cost a bit more)
training provided by Oregon State
University.
The problem still exists and you can
help by eliminating areas of standing
water (which promotes disease conditions), avoiding overwatering plants, and
improving the overall hygiene (such as
clean tools and equipment).

Big leaf rhododendrons early Saturday
morning were snatched up by hungry
buyers!
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