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February Program…
February
19 Chapter Meeting
Sweets for the Sweets,
Smith Garden Tour, and
Companion Plant Sale
19 am PDX Garden Club:
Photographic Beauty:
Nature as Sculpture
24 Board Meeting
March
19 am PDX Garden Club:
George’s Garden: Mount
Vernon Past and Present
19 Chapter Meeting
24 Board meeting
April
4 Early Show
16 Chapter Meeting
16 am PDX Garden Club:
Stone Soup: Sculpture is
what every garden needs
21 Board meeting

Meeting Info
Regular chapter meetings
are held on the third
Thursday of the month
(except in June, July, and
August which have other
events). Meetings start at
7 pm with a social halfhour preceding the main
meeting. We clean up and
exit no later than 9:30 pm.

Location
All Saints Episcopal Church
- At the corner of SE 40th
and Woodstock, Portland,
Oregon
Please feel free to bring a
guest or join us at the Deli
across the street for dinner
before the meeting – several
members routinely meet
there.

Sweets for the Sweets
and
Cecil & Molly Smith
Garden Tour
with Dorothy Patrick
This month’s chapter meeting is
packed with FUN! We will be starting
at 7 pm .... that is when we can start
nibbling on the potluck sweets (bring
your favorite sweets to share!).
The nibbling will be followed by a
visual tour of the Cecil and Molly
Smith Garden by Dorothy Patrick.
Dorothy and
Don Patrick
have been
key garden
supporters
for many
years and
are intimate
with how the
garden has
been
developed.
Dorothy Patrick (photo
We will
by Donna Sell)
wrap up the
evening with a Companion Plant Sale.
So get out those extra plants in your
garden and bring them in for the sale.
It’s a great way to share the wealth
and help support the chapter!
NOTE: An expanded color version of the
newsletter is posted on the chapter’s
website: www.rhodies.org. Additional
photographs will be posted when available.

Tualatin Valley Chapter
Spring Rhododendron
Show
When: Saturday, April 25, 2009,
12:00-4:00 pm
Where: At the Historic Jenkins Estate Main House, 8005 SW Grabhorn Road,
Beaverton, OR 97007.
Schedule: Entries accepted: 7:309:30 am. Judging: 9:45-11:45 am.
Open to the Public: 12:00-4:00 pm.
Plant Sale: 10:00 am-4:00 pm (on the
veranda).
Sponsors: American Rhododendron
Society (ARS) Tualatin Valley Chapter
and Tualatin Hills Park and Recreation
District.
About the Show: The community, as
well as Chapter members, are invited
to bring examples of their best rhododendron and azalea blooms. The
Jenkins Estate Rhododendron Garden
covers about 1.6 acres and contains
over 700 varieties. The garden is
planted and maintained by the ARS
Tualatin Valley Chapter and the
Tualatin Hills Park and Recreation
District.
For more information, please call
503-629-6355.

In This Issue...
>>Storm Damage at Both the CSRG and
Smith Gardens
>>Developing a Goal for the CSRG
Master Plan
>>President’s Message on Recruiting &
Retention
>>In The Garden...101:
.. What’s In Your Garden Follow-Up
.. Drooling and Propagation
and more!

Storm Damage
at CSRG
PDX Garden Club
Events
All presentations are free
and open to the public and
held at the Portland
Garden Club, 1132 SW
Vista, Portland. Coffee
served at 9:30 am. For
additional info call:
503-222-2845 or check
www.portlandgardenclub.
org.

We have been graced with not only
a financial outlook worse than the
last 40 years, but also weather.
Ray Girton surveyed the Crystal
Springs Rhododendron Garden
(CSRG) and snapped pictures of
storm and snow load damage.
In a recent email, he indicated
that he “was pleasantly surprised
Photos for the Storm Damage story
provided by Ray Girton.

January in Review

Thursday, February 19,
2009, 10:15 am
Photographic Beauty:
Nature as Sculpture. Ron
van Dongen shows his art
photos.
Thursday, March 19, 2009,
10:15 am
George’s Garden: Mount
Vernon Past and Present.
Dean Norton, Director of
Horticulture at Mount
Vernon, talks about how
George Washington kept
his garden.
Thursday, April 16, 2009,
10:15 am
Stone Soup: Sculpture is
What Every Garden
Needs. D.J. Garrity,
former sculptor-inresidence at Mount
Rushmore, talks about
using art to enhance the
landscape.

2

to find very little significant damage,
considering the many old fir trees
that just love to drop their big old
long limbs on our fragile rhodies.“
“The one real loss I found was of
course,” Ray continued “the R.
calophytum in the Jane Martin
Garden. I don't know when it broke,
so it might have been the snow load,
but certainly the rotten base had a
lot to do with it.”

Pat Osborn, a man of many names
(at least in our newsletter) gave a
fabulous presentation on the
history, hybridizing, and plant
development at the Thompson
Nursery. He also brought some
unusual and fabulous plants for
auction! Pat is the son-in-law of Roy
and Evelyn
Thompson
who recently
turned the
nursery over
to Pat and his
wife,
Michelle.
Pat told the
story of multiple generations (some
of you may
remember
Willard and
Pat Osborn (photo by
Donna Sell)
Margaret
(Babe) Thompson
or the plant R. ‘Bonnie Babe’ which
was named for her) toiling over many
years to create the Thompson
Nursery. There were good times,
there were sad times, and there was a
lot of work. The pictures over time
were fascinating as one could see the
progress and appreciate the effort
that went into the development of
the site and garden.
(Continued on page 6)

SMITH GARDEN
PROGRESS

R. auriculatum with branch ripped near
base.

by Herb Spady

The domino effect occurred
when the overloaded upper
branch on this tree broke
thus causing increased
weight on the branch below
and so on down the entire
side of the tree. What a big
pile of limbs below along
with a couple of widow
makers!

There was about 17 inches of snow
and ice at the garden. My
observations of the result of the
‘Arctic Blast’ suggest several
lessons learned.
This event has reinforced my
opinion regarding pseudotsuga
menziesii (Douglas-fir) as an overstory tree for a rhododen-dron
garden and perhaps for any
garden. This may apply to other
conifers, but some may be more
forgiving.
Unfortunately many of us have
properties with preexisting stands
of large Douglas-fir. Considering
this kind of damage by Doug Fir
accompanied by its hungry appetite
for food and water, deep shade,
and tendency to blow over in high
wind, I would prefer a
rhododendron garden with mostly
deep-rooted deciduous trees for
overstory. They are not immune
from winter damage, but usually
only when the precipitation occurs
as freezing rain. One advantage of
deciduous trees is that the rhododendrons receive more sunlight in
the early spring.
My second observation relates to
pre-existing damage to the base of
the rhododendrons. Many plants in
the Smith Garden are
marginally hardy in our climate.
As small plants they tend to
experience bark split.
Although the plant grows on,
there is exposed wood that
goes on to rot at the base.
Some plants like the pictured R.
auriculatum will not heal
wounds experienced in this
event.

They will ultimately experience
rotten wood at the base. This is a
recipe for future disaster.
Oh well, we deal with what nature
gives to us. You can see from the
pictures that the March 7 work party
will need plenty of help. I hope your
garden was spared too much
damage.

Domino effect on tree closest to house.
NOTE: Several additional pictures of the
disaster are featured at the end of the
electronic online newsletter. Photos by
Herb Spady.

R. 'x thomsonii' knocked down by the
snow.
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Developing a Goal for
the CSRG Master Plan
by Kath Collier

Looking for
something?
Surplus copies of past
journals and bulletins
are available for FREE
from Kathy Van Veen
(503) 777-1734 (or
vanveennursery@
hotmail.com).

Give the Gift of
Membership
--Inexpensive
--Nearly year around
benefits and activities
--New opportunities and
friendships
Contact Ray Girton,
Membership Chair for
questions or assistance.
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I believe that time spent in the planning
phases is a good investment and is key
to an effective implementation process.
Managing a resource is much different
than a movie where the solitary hero
evades life-threatening foes, leaps over
tall buildings, and returns home
unruffled to teach a class in history.
While “flying by the seat of one’s pants”
is possible for a single entity, it can
create chaos and a lot of extra work if
there are several people involved.
Managing a garden takes several people
and having a shared vision helps
guarantee that everyone is generally
walking towards that goal. Thus the
idea of updating the master plan for the
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden
(CSRG) makes perfect sense.
The mission statement for the garden,
back in 1995, outlined seven key
elements:
1. Present to the public a major display
of significant rhododendrons, azaleas,
and companion plantings.
2. Offer the tranquility of a peaceful
refuge away from the hurried pace of
urban living.
3. Demonstrate, through skillful use of
companion plantings, how a major
rhododendron garden may be beautiful
and appealing to the public all year
round.
4. Offer a natural setting for educational programs of interest to horticulturists, amateur gardeners, and local
schools.
5. Provide an opportunity, through
annual shows, for the public to see
many rare and unusual rhododendrons
and azaleas not normally seen in this
area.
6. Provide a setting for facilities that will
accommodate the functions of groups
wishing to use the Garden for special
occasions.
7. Provide the setting for physical
facilities that will accommodate the
meetings and other activities of the
Portland Chapter of the American
Rhododendron Society.
These elements were based on three
fundamental values about the garden

CSRG in the spring (photo by K. Collier).

that were defined through several
workshops with the garden’s LongRange Planning Committee and Parks
Bureau staff. The three elements
outlined what makes the garden
special, what is the inherent character
of the garden, and what features should
always be preserved. Many would agree
that the tranquility and beauty of the
garden is one of its most distinctive
characteristics. How those characteristics are achieved, however, could be
hotly debated. Some folks believe that
the beauty and tranquility is damaged
by large groups and events in the
garden. Others believe that we have
not exploited the garden’s ability to
heal and soothe nearly enough. It is a
fine balance.
Volunteers and garden employees,
particularly Rita and Chuck Knapp, do
an exceptional job in helping to maintain the beauty and tranquility of the
garden. I shudder to think what the
garden might look like if the events
were not as carefully supervised by the
Knapp’s.
The Master plan goes on to say that
the garden has the potential to become
one of the country’s best and most
beautiful rhododendron gardens.
Fortunately, it also recognizes that such
a goal will require a serious commitment of public and private resources.
What does a ‘first class facility’ include?
One of the elements critical to the
garden was the construction of a first
(Continued on page 5)

CSRG Master Plan
(Continued)

Haiku
By Peter Kendall
The snow touched maple
transformed by a rising sun
drop by drop
A night without cloud
Between lichen and
hoarfrost
dawn’s definition
Breaking winter light
Configurations of color
in a dappled sky

Ribbons of snow on the branches of
maples, ferns, and rhodos create a
dramatic contrast (photo by K.
Collier).
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class gate house. Another element that
continues to elude us is having an
adequate number of restroom facilities.
This problem was identified in both the
1995 and the 1992 Master Plans and
could easily be identified in the 2009
version as well.
Finally, it was suggested that the
garden serve as an educational
resource as well as a botanical garden
that is appreciated mainly for its
beauty. Some of the activities at the
garden that support this value include
improving signage, developing an
inventory of plants, developing a
garden map, hosting annual shows and
sales, etc.
Many people believe that we could go
further through the development of
facilities that could host displays,
presentations or lectures, photo
collections, etc. Upgrading the cool
house (or exhibition hall) will definitely
be an important priority in the master
plan, but also a task that may be several
years away. Maybe.
The City occasionally requests tax
bonds for park improvements. A
request for funds to help replace the
exhibition hall could be included in that
request. In order to be a part of that
funding request, we have to produce a
master plan...the old ‘chicken and egg
dilemma.’
If we were to boil the seven statements above and three values to a
single goal statement, it might look
something like:
The goal of the Crystal Springs
Rhododendron Garden is to provide a
tranquil sanctuary that serves as a first
class educational resource and
botanical garden featuring
rhododendrons, azaleas, and
companion plants.
There are probably better ways to say
this, but this simple sentence could be
used as a focal point for discussing and
building objectives. When I was working
as a systems analyst, we used to label
these statements ‘Motherhood and
Apple Pie’ kind of ideas that often were
shared and agreeable to most every

one. NASA created a similar statement
to put a man on the moon, and
countless other projects have used the
same strategy for identifying a target
goal for a variety of projects.
Your comments about this goal statement are invited and will appear in the
next issue of the newsletter. Once folks
agree on an overall goal, then we can
begin talking about how we might
achieve that goal through the development of objective statements.
In the next issue, I will share any
comments about this goal statement,
and lay the basis for potential objective
statements. Kath

Surfing the Board…
There were few motions at this month’s
meeting, instead there was lots of info
sharing and discussion. The national
membership analysis that Shirley Rock
is working on was discussed along with
general concerns over membership
trends.
Other discussion items included the
development of basic master plans for
both CSRG (in progress) and the Smith
Garden. Further research is needed,
and additional actions will be reported
on for both gardens.
The board discussed the various
shows (such as the Home and Garden
Show where we will have a small
garden and not just a booth this year),
and our own CSRG show and sale.
There are a lot of details to creating a
successful show. This topic will be on
the agenda for the next several months.
Mike Stewart has been working to
capture the policies of the board. This
can be a trickie thing – are all motion’s
automatically policy? Sometimes there
are discussions that are clearly supported that do not need a motion but
could potentially be policy. Mike is
working on collecting all of these items
and creating an archive.
There are several other ‘newsy’ items
that will be developed into stories in
the next newsletter. Until then, your
comments and ideas are always
welcome. Please catch me at the
Chapter meeting, call (503-663-7917) or
email me at talk2write2@wildblue.net.
Kath

SALE!
You might want to take
advantage of the special
New Year’s sale of:

“The Pacific Coast
Rhododendron
Story…
the Hybridizers,
Collectors and
Gardens”
This fabulous book created
by the Portland Chapter
(with the help of Sonja
Nelson) is now on sale!
Soft bound copies regularly $29.95 - are on
sale for just $19.95! Hard
bound copies – regularly
$38.95 – are on sale for
just $29.95. Get your
shopping done early by
contacting Loni Welsh for
copies of this fabulous
book.

HELP WANTED!
• Do you dream of being
a writer? We’ve got just
the job for you! We need a
Newsletter Editor. Depending on your skill level,
the process may take as
little as 8-10 hours per
month. Average computer
and word processing skills
will make the job easy and
interesting. You will need
to provide your own computer and printer; some
writing and photography
possible. If you are interested, please contact
Kathy Van Veen , 503-7771734 (vanveennursery@
hotmail.com) or Kath
Collier, 503-663-7917
(talk2write2@wildblue.
net).
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President’s Message

January in Review
(Continued)

There has been a lot of twitter going
around about membership, how to
increase it, how to improve our retention. Many organizations, regardless of
type, have experienced a downturn in
participation over the last few years.
Even some of the largest volunteer
organizations (such as the National
Garden Clubs, Inc. that used to have
500,000 members) have experienced a
bit of a downturn.
Some of this trend is normal and
could be predicted based on membership demographics. If we were to look
at our membership, we would find that
we have a large number of seniors in
the group. These folks were often the
ones that helped fire up the society in
the first place, get gardens established,
and—let’s face it—were able to leap tall
buildings in their youth to make good
things happen in the Chapter and
gardens. Some are no longer able to
participate at the same level, or
interested in participating in tasks such
as helping out at the CSRG gatehouse,
or are no longer around.
Our challenges today are to recruit
new members and do a better job of
retaining the members that we have.
Shirley Rock, ARS membership chair,
will be making a presentation at the
Spring conference addressing this
challenge. It will be interesting to hear
what she has discovered talking to the
various chapters about what strategies
folks are using to attract and retain
members. We may be able to use some
of these ideas ourselves!
I plan to send Shirley some of the
ideas that the Marketing committee put
together a couple of years ago (and
have tested several of them at our
shows and meetings). You may have
some ideas as well and we need them!
Please feel free to share your ideas with
me or any other board member as you
can be sure that we will be talking more
about this in our meetings and trying
out some ideas ourselves! Kath

He also had some fabulous pictures
of the plants that had been hybridized
at the nursery, many of which are still
in the market, and some of which he
brought for auction at the meeting.
When asked how he decides what
crosses to make’ Pat replied “I just do
what I like” which is a philosophy
supported by Roy in the past. Pat,
Roy, and other propagators at the
nursery are doing a great job doing
what they like. I noted several plants
to put on my ‘TO BUY’ list such as R.
‘Nancy Evans’ x R. ‘One Thousand
Butterflies’, R. ‘Pink Flamingo’, R.
‘Mango Tango’, and the stunning R.
‘Sappho’ x R. ‘Tweedy Bird.’
This was a wonderful presentation.
If you missed it, darn, you missed a
cherry of a program that was entertaining, informative, and simply a
great story. Kath

In the garden…101 – Follow up!

What’s In Your Garden?
This story which appeared in
December generated a bit of return
mail with a few folks sending in their
ideas on how to ward off unwanted
guests in your garden. This is part II
of the suggestions received from V.
Alton Dohner in Bandon, Oregon
who was attempting to keep the
deer and elk from totally devouring
his garden.
Alton mentioned that repellents
have been found to be most costeffective when:
- there are low to moderate numbers
of deer;
- there is light to moderate deer
damage;
- a small acreage is involved, and
- no more than two or three
applications are needed for control.
If these conditions do not exist,
Alton suggests looking at installing a
deer fence.
(Continued on page 7)

What’s In Your Garden?
Member
Benefits!
Order your books through
the ARS Portland Chapter
and receive 10-25 percent
discount off the list price.
Contact Loni Welsh via:
• email – oregon1853@
yahoo.com
• phone – 503-663-6987
• ARS Chapter meetings
The following publishers
and book sellers offer
discounts to us:
• Princeton University
Press - 25% discount
(http://press. princeton.
edu/catalogs.html)
• Storey Publishing - 25%
discount (http://www.
storey.com )
• Timber Press Publishing
- 25% discount (http://
www.timberpress. com )
• Workman Publishing 25% discount (http://
www.workman.com)
• Southern Oregon book
dealer - 10% discount
(catalog listing available on
request)
Rain or Shine - 10%
discount (any other books
they have in their store)
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(Continued)
Alton provided names of many
repellents as well as information on
what they contained, how they
worked and where to get them. This
included: Bobbex Deer Repellent and
Plant Nutrient (Contains: garlic oil,
putrescent egg solids, cloves,
wintergreen oil, meat meal, urea,
vitamins, vinegar, magnesium silicate,
magnesium sulfate). This concoction
repels by odor and taste and Leaves a
long-lasting, slightly visible nonburning residue).
Products may be in liquid, tablet, or
powder form. Most of the products
Alton listed have at least some
resistance to the rain or being washed
off which is a key consideration in our
environment. Some will last up to 160
das, but most do not. Others, such as
Shot Gun will repel a number of critters
such as deer, rabbits, raccoons, and
skunks. All products need to be reapplied on a periodic basis. If you are
interested in the entire list, let me know
and I will make you a copy of it.
Kath
• In the garden...101

Drooling and
Propagation...
Plant catalogs are beginning to
grace my mail box and we’ve
already submitted our first seed
order... but wait... maybe there is a
different way...
The mess created by heavy snow and
ice storms may offer an opportunity to
do a bit of propagation. Sure, timing
may not be the greatest for all plants
but it may be worth a try—even if you
do not have a greenhouse. So far we
have ‘stuck’ cuttings of the Contorted
Eastern White Pine, R. ‘Yellow Rolls
Royce’, Daphne Odora, Az. ‘Red
Fountain’ and are beginning to look at
plants with even minor damage as
potential candidates for propagation.
Want to play?
1. If so, procure some rooting compound (available in a liquid or powder

form at Fred Meyers, 7 Dees, etc. ) and
mix up a batch of bark and perlite (1:1
ratio) or peat and pumice (1:1).
2. Lightly pack the rooting material into
a small pot. Do not use prepared mixes
because the fertilizer added to them
will burn the new roots and the cutting
will die.
3. Take a cutting that is about 3-inches
long from the plant to be propagated.
4. Wash it in a plant disinfectant such as
Physan or soak for 10 minutes in a
mixture of 1 gallon water to 1 cup of
household bleach.
5. Trim back the leaves by one half, pop
out any flower buds.
6. Gently wound the bottom inch of the
cutting by carefully scraping back the
cambium layer on both sides.
7. Dip the cutting into the rooting
compound. Gently tap off any extra
powder.
8. Poke a hole in the bark mixture with
a chop stick or other narrow twig.
Gently pinch the soil around the cutting
– securing it in the soil.
9. Label it – write on a label with a
pencil for fairly long lasting readability...
10. Moisten the cutting with a sprayer
and place it in a moist environment (like
a plastic baggie or miniature greenhouse – could be a fish tank or sliced up
milk carton in a plastic bag) in a warm
place away from direct sunlight (like the
top of your refrigerator).
11. Don’t forget about it. Occasionally
check to make sure that it does not go
dry.
Depending on the plant selection, it
may take 6-8 weeks to root and all of
the leaves may fall off... which may be
normal... look for it to poke out new
growth next (if it doesn’t...try again).
This basic method can be used on a
number of plant materials other than
rhododendrons... works well for
blueberries, heather, roses (on their
own root stock), and many other
shrubs.
Now back to those plant catalogs...
the next problem will be how to find
space for all the new stuff. Oh yeah,
space... the final frontier. Stay tuned
for tips on space management in the
garden.
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