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In January…
January
15 Chapter Meeting
Thompsons Nursery
15 am PDX Garden Club:
Secrets from Down Under:
Plants that Thrive
20 Board meeting
February
19 Chapter Meeting Smith
Garden, Sweetheart party,
and Companion Plant Sale
19 am PDX Garden Club:
Photographic Beauty:
Nature as Sculpture
24 Board Meeting
March
19Chapter Meeting

Meeting Info
Regular chapter meetings
are held on the third
Thursday of the month
(except in June, July, and
August which have other
events). Meetings start at
7 pm with a social halfhour preceding the main
meeting. We clean up and
exit no later than 9:30 pm.

Location
All Saints Episcopal Church
- At the corner of SE 40th
and Woodstock, Portland,
Oregon
Please feel free to join us at
the Deli across the street for
dinner before the meeting –
several members routinely
meet there.

NOTE: An expanded color
version of the newsletter is
posted on the chapter’s
website: www.rhodies.org.
Additional photos, when
available, are posted at the
end of the newsletter.

Thompsons’ Nursery
in the Spotlight!
Many of the spectacular plants that
are sold each year during the Early
Show and Mother’s Day Show come
from Thompsons’ Nursery in
Waldport, Oregon. There’s a reason
we keep going back and purchasing
their plants and on January 15 you
will get to take a tour of the nursery
with Tom O’Brien, from Thompsons’
Nursery. Tom will give us a look
‘behind the curtain’ at what they are
currently growing, provide a bit of
the nursery history, and let us in on
what they plan to grow in the
future. This should be a fun
program and one that you will not
want to miss!

tea, and drinks. Additional details will
be provided in the February
newsletter.

In Memory of...

Dr. Jim Gerdemann

December in Review
Most years we celebrate the holiday
season with a potluck party. This year,
however, the party was canceled due
to bad weather. The weather wasn’t
just kinda, sorta bad, it was blowing
snow, freezing rain, and storm after
storm.
In lieu of this party, we will be
scheduling a Valentine’s Day Sweetheart Pot Luck Party in February. The
February meeting will be packed with
fun! Dorothy Patrick will be making a
presentation on the Smith Garden
that you don’t want to miss. There
will also be a companion plant sale.
Finally, rather than a full potluck
(like we usually have in December),
the thought is to go straight for the
sweets and invite members to bring in
some of their favorite desserts to
share - sweets for the sweethearts.
The Chapter will provide the coffee,

Jim Gerdemann of Yachats, Oregon
recently passed away of age-related
causes. There will be a memorial
service for Jim on Sunday, January 4th,
1 pm at the Yachats Commons, 4th &
Highway 101, Yachats, Oregon.
Jim was an active member in the
Siuslaw Chapter. He lived in Urbana,
Illinois most of his life working as a
plant pathologist at the University of
Illinois. He worked on rhododendron
mycorhiza among other things and had
been a friend of Ted Van Veen’s. In
Urbana, he grew plants that would
normally be grown in warmer climates.
Jim retired to the Oregon coast about
25 years ago and created a magnificent
garden. Many of you have visited his
wonderful garden where he grew many
rhododendrons and other plants again,
many that generally do not grow in that
climate area) but in more tropical
climates. Jim enjoyed his garden up
until nearly the end. His garden will go
(Continued on page 3)

CSRG...in the
beginning...

True Story
(Contributed by Kathy
Van Veen)
I wrote about this
contribution a few years
ago in the newsletter:
A resident of
Eastmoreland donated
to the Test Garden two
large turtles. They were
promptly dubbed
“Lepidote” and
“Elepidote.” Last report
was that no one has
seen them for days.
Could they be
hibernating?

Looking for
something?
Surplus copies of past
journals and bulletins
are available for FREE
from Kathy Van Veen
(503) 777-1734 (or
vanveennursery@
hotmail.com).
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Think back to April 1969... what did
Crystal Springs Rhododendron
Garden look like? What were the
goals for the garden? Let’s take a
stroll down memory lane and recall
an article called “Test Garden” from
the April 1969 newsletter*:
“Year round the Test Garden is a
beautiful place. The water, the bridges,
the plants, the trees, the bird life, the
pleasing arrangement of planting beds
and lawn, all make it so. But the magic
of the month of May turns the “Island”
into a veritable fairy land. Color bursts
forth everywhere. Sometimes it is the
gaudy colors of yellow and orange of
the Mollis Azalea, or the vivid pinks of
the Kurume Azaleas. It may be the
unbelievable subtle tints of lavender
and yellow of the Naomi hybrids, or the
delicate beauty of the white and pink
Loderis.
While Mother Nature had a large part
in making this garden the beautiful
place it is today, it didn’t just grow.
Many people have given of themselves,
their time, money, energy and love.
The early members of the society
(founded in 1945) began almost immediately to search for a location for a
display and test garden. Their earliest
selection, a site on Terwilliger Blvd.,
presented many problems. The late
C. I. Sersanous negotiated an agreement with the City of Portland for the
present site in 1951. The agreement
defines the responsibilities of the
society and the Park Bureau in
developing and maintaining the garden.
To the Reed College students it was
known as Shakespeare Island. On their
original tour Mr. Sersanous and Mrs. C.
T. Hansen found a few sad remains of a
Shakespearean garden including large
specimen plants of boxwood, some of
which survive today. The entire ‘Island’
was overrun with blackberries and wild
grasses, but did possess tall native trees
that would provide shade. Mr.
Sersanous donated the first large order
of rhododendrons. He worried that the
society would ever be able to obtain

enough plants to landscape the
“Island.”
John Bacher was the first test garden
chairman and was assisted by Mr. &
Mrs. C. T. Hansen who were to play a
major role in the development of the
garden. Mrs. Hansen, who is a landscape architect by profession, drew up
the overall plan of the garden. Donations of plants began to flow in. Mrs. A.
C. U. Berry gave most generously from
her garden. The huge Cynthias (now 60
years old) were donated by C. P. Keyser,
head of the Park Bureau at that time.
Robert Bovee donated much material
including many of the plants in the rock
garden.
The rock garden had been a difficult
and swampy area. It was tiled and filled
and then built up with rocks brought in
from around Trout Lake in the Mt.
Adams area. Ruth Hansen, assisted by
Meldon Kraxburger and Molly
Grothaus, planted the area incorporating many choice companion plants
and bulbs. Alan Davis and Jan de Graff
were generous in donating bulbs.
Arthur Wright, Sr. gave the many
lovely maples that attract much
attention today. Mrs. Forest Goff gave
the Island the Dove tree. Nearby is a
large Virginia Fringe tree donated by
Mrs. Sophie Kason (mother to Ruth
Hansen). Mrs. Grace Harding donated
R. Loderi Venus in honor of her mother.
Nurserymen gave plants in large
numbers. Irving Lincoln, John Bacher, B.
J. Esch, Theodore Van Veen, John
Henny, E. R. Peterson, George Grace,
Dr. J. H. Clarke, Wm. Whitney, H. L.
Larson, Ben Lancaster and P. H. Brydon
were among these. Everyone gave
plants from their gardens and no list
can be complete.
Harry Buckley, Superintendent of
Parks, has remained a staunch friend of
the society over the years. Many
problems have had to be ironed out,
such as the building of a parking lot and
bridges to provide an entrance. The
original entrance was through the golf
course where the service road now
runs. A visitor to an early Rhododendron Show was struck on the hand by a
golf ball and the need for a new
entrance became apparent. The view
from the high bridge revealed the
desirability of an entrance garden
(Continued on page 3)

CSRG (Continued)
PDX Garden Club
Events
All presentations are free
and open to the public and
held at the Portland
Garden Club, 1132 SW
Vista, Portland. Coffee
served at 9:30 a.m. For
additional info call:
503-222-2845 or
www.portlandgardenclub.
org.
Thursday, January 15,
2009
10:15 am Secrets from
Down Under: Plants That
Thrive. Stephen Ryan,
noted Australian horticulturist, talks plants. These
plants have to be tough as
Australia has been in a
long- term drought.
Should be interesting!

Gerdemann
(Continued)
on without him as it has
been purchased and will
be open at times as a
private botanical garden
(see www.gerdemann
garden.org, View Of The
Future, PO Box 443,
Yachats, Oregon 97498).
Our hearts go out to
Janice and their sons. We
will always have the large
leaf rhododendrons in our
Galaghers Rhododendron
Park to remind us of Jim.
Cards may be sent to:

JANICE GERDEMANN
PO BOX 391
YACHATS, OR 97498
Thank you Mike Bones for
forwarding this
information.

Alfred S. Martin had been searching for
a project within the garden as a
memorial to his wife. He funded the
entrance garden which was devoted to
the display of large leaved
rhododendrons.
The faces appearing at the Saturday
morning work parties have varied over
the years. Mr. Sersanous, often
accompanied by his wife, was a hard
worker, giving of his time as generously
as he gave financial backing. Howard
Slonecker, a most faithful worker over
the years, knows the plants more
intimately and undertakes the task of
labeling. Bill Robinson has always been
relied upon as a hard worker and a
valuable liaison with the Park Bureau.
The following have made outstanding
work contributions over the years: Ben
Lancaster, Wm. Whitney, Merle Cisney,
Guy Johnson, Bob Bovee, P. J. Van
Bruggen, Cecil Smith, Dave Goheen, Mr.
& Mrs. A. W. Kraxberger, Chas McNew,
O. S. Neet, Don Patrick, Herb Shank,
Julius Winters and Dr. S. Berthelsdorf.
The Hansen’s over the years made
tremendous contributions. Mr. Hansen
served as test garden chairman from
1953 to 1963. Under his direction the
cool house was constructed in 1955.
The major plantings were made during
this period. It is hard to imagine the
number of hours they must have spent
in securing plants, cataloging plants,
planting plants and thanking donors for
plants. The Hansen’s donated large
amounts of plant material to the
garden. The test garden today is a living
testimonial to their unselfish efforts.
Fortunately for the chapter, new
members came to the fore. Louis
Grothaus has served as test garden
chairman since 1963. The Columbus
Day storm destroyed a great number of
trees. Three hundred trees have been
planted, more than sixty of them are
ornamental cherries. Energetic Mr.
Grothaus has directed further development of the peninsula garden, landscaping around the parking area,
including clearing the steep bank which
affords a view toward the peninsula
garden, replanting the deciduous
azaleas bed, and the current cool house
renovation.

The development of the test garden is
the chapter’s most concrete contribution to the community. It is a tourist
attraction, giving pleasure to thousands
each year. It affords us the unique
opportunity of expressing our love of
mankind and our love of genus
rhododendron at the same time.”
*NOTE: A few minor corrections were
made in this version of the article.
Thank you Kathy Van Veen for the
article and clarifications.
__________

President’s Message
Did you recognize some of the names
in the “CSRG...in the beginning”
article? There have been a bounty of
generous folks who have dedicated
their time, energy and vision in the
garden t make it what it is today. It is
hard to imagine this beautiful garden as
a blackberry infested, swamp.
A lot has happened over the last 50
years. What might the garden look like
in the next 5, 10, 30 years? While we
fortunately do not need to deal with a
blackberry swamp, we may need to
deal with a swamp of different—and
potentially conflicting—ideas of how to
best manage the garden.
Much of what we have done in the
garden is based on a first master plan
(developed in the early 1990’s and the
updated version released in the mid1990’s). The original idea of these plans
was not only to develop a vision of what
might occur in the garden but to also
revisit and update that vision on a
regular basis. An updated Master Plan
will be required by the City in order to
move ahead on major modifications.
One of the most important pieces of
this plan is to evaluate the past vision
and ensure that it still fits. Most of the
original ideas could be carried forward.
Some of those ideas might not make as
much sense today as they did originally
and need to either be modified or dropped. Some new ideas will be required,
such as new regulations. The area
around the garden is impacted by
several regulations, which are evolving
over time as well. Some standards can
impact the cost of doing business and
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feature has been long need in the
garden. It will do away with
providing lists that are hard for
visitors to use. We will not abandon
the stainless steel number rings
because they are much more
durable than any plastic. The
picture below is the best I could do
in poor light and breezy conditions.

President’s Message
R. 'Lady Chamberlain' May 04, 1980

SMITH GARDEN
PROGRESS
by Herb Spady
December 8, 2008

Hamamelis December 08, 2008

Supplemental label example
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These items have now been added
to Bed 30:
• 08-10 'Lori Eichelser'
• 08-11 'Bruce Brechtbill'
• 08-12 'Naselle'
• 08-10 'Tortoiseshell Wonder'
• 08-14 'Myrtifollium'
These plants were also donated by
Jason Ashford. We have room for
about 15 to 20 additional plants. We
would be happy to have members
recommendations of modern
hybrids that they would like have in
our garden. You can contact me at
rhodophile@alum.wustl.edu if you
have a favorite plant or plants you
would like to see in the garden.
The garden is definitely going to
rest. Today there were only two
plants showing blossoms. One was
R. 'Lady Chamberlain'. For some
reason it had partially opened just
one flower. With the predicted cold
weather arriving, it will never reach
the stage pictured. The few flowers
on the hamamelis (Witch Hazel)
have a better chance of surviving.
Dr. Bruce Duffy of the Willamette
Chapter is making supplemental
label for our plants in the Smith
Garden. They are made of reasonably durable plastic and provide
information about the plant. This

(Continued)
we may not be able to do a thing about
that. Do we see the garden continuing to be a ‘test garden’ or a ‘display
garden’ as mentioned in the 1969
article? Is it an ever-changing or
relatively static collection of
rhododendrons and azaleas? What
role do events in the garden play?
How do we determine what to do
first? A Master Plan can provide some
side boards that can help future
generations of garden managers and
volunteers move towards that longterm view.
A Master Plan can also provide a
place to capture basic agreements
such as roles and responsibilities of
the various partners (what services
the city will provide, what volunteers
will focus on, etc.). Once we have
documented our vision, we will need
to go through a public review process
and gather comments. This step is
something new, but could work to our
advantage. I would like to hope that
once people see how beautiful the
garden is, they will get excited about
the future vision, and choose to
become involved in both the garden
and the chapter.
The tough part is beginning the
discussion within the chapter and
collecting ideas of how to make things
work. In the next several newsletters,
I will be outlining some suggested
strategies for creating a flexible and
easily updated framework for the
master plan for CSRG. This only
creates a framework, and not all of
the details needed for the plan. But as
you know ‘the devil is in the details’
and we will need your help finding
them! Kath

In the garden...101

Pruning a la Mother
Nature

The dark vertical line is the broken top
of the Contorted Eastern White pine.
The two R. ‘Boule de Neige’ are buried
under branches at the bottom.

Evergreen azaleas flaunting their
winter foliage in the snow.
Photos by K.Collier (used with
permission).

UPDATE: Many nurseries
are reporting significant
losses... some of those
folks are members, others
may be neighbors. Emergency financial aide for
the industry may be made
available. Some nurseries
lost nearly 75 percent of
their greenhouses.

Mother Nature doesn’t do a very
neat job of pruning. The heavy snow
and ice storms
storms—the worst in nearly
40 years---have left our gardens a
mess... Or so it seems... we can’t
see a lot with the nearly three feet
of snow and ice
ice. I’m not sure I want
to know...
Our lovely (and previously nearly
30 feet tall
tall) Contorted Eastern
White Pine is now only about 16 feet
tall with an ugly stump at the top
and lots
ots of branches snapped and
covered by ice and snow. We will
not know the extent of the damage
until next summer... this tree, along
with a half a dozen or so others in
the garden, may not make it. The
two large R. ‘Boule de Neige’ (hardy
down to -25oF, with snowball like
trusses on a medium
medium-sized plant)
and the scarlet red quince (blooms
midseason along with the R. ‘Boule
de Neige’) at the base of the pine
will undoubtedly need a bit of
pruning to clean up the damage and
will most likely do just fine.
The rhododendrons and azaleas
are neatly buried by a foot or so of
snow (with
with a one
one-inch layer of ice,
unfortunately, and another foot or
so of more snow). So even though
the trees are taking a beating, the
rhodos and azaleas should be fairly
protected. (Of course, protecting
them from the large tractor that
graded the drive way is an entirely
different thing. Two years ago our
water system wen
went out in the middle
of summer and the drilling rig
parked on several azaleas. They
were broken up badly, but with a bit
of first aide pruning actually
bloomed the following year!)
At least by theory, the hardy
rhodos and azaleas should do just
fine. How
w do you know how hardy
your plants might be? Assuming that
you know the name of the plant,

There's rhodos and azaleas buried in there!

you can look them up in a reference
manual. One of the best is Greer’s
“Guidebook to Available RhodoRhodo
dendrons – Species & Hybrids” by
Harold E. Greer.
Greer This book is an
excellent source of information. In
the description of the plant, there
will be a temperature listed which
provides a guide for how cold the
plant can get without damage. The
condition of the plant and the actual
weather (snow is better than ice, for
instance)
stance) will be the determining
factor. It also helps to buy plants
that are hardy in your area to begin
with. One trick is to use the AmeriAmeri
can Rhododendron Society hardiness ratings (where “H1” is the
hardiest). We can successfully grow
H1s and some H2s in our garden.
Snow (especially the fluffy stuff)
will form a fairly soft blanket around
the plants and hold their heat in and
keep them from drying out. Ice on
the other hand can burn the buds,
dehydrate the plant, and if heavy
enough, break/crack the
t branches.
This spring we will need to inspect
each plant, looking for breakage and
bark split. It will take a lot of pruning
to bring the garden back into shape.
But the nice thing is it can be done.
Rhododendrons are so resilient that
many of them would sprout back
b
even if we cut them to the ground...
or dug them out and left them in the
burn pile and then replanted them
nearly a year later... but that is
another story. Kath
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Surfing the Board…
Give the Gift of
Membership
--Inexpensive
--Nearly year around
benefits and activities
--New opportunities and
friendships
Contact Ray Girton,
Membership Chair for
questions or assistance.

Member
Benefits!
Order your books through
the ARS Portland Chapter
and receive 10-25 percent
discount off the list price.
Contact Loni Welsh via:
• email – oregon1853@
yahoo.com
• phone – 503-663-6987
• ARS Chapter meetings
The following publishers
and book sellers offer
discounts to us:
• Princeton University Press
- 25% discount
(http://press.princeton. edu
/catalogs. html )
• Storey Publishing - 25%
discount (http://www.
storey.com )
• Timber Press Publishing 25% discount (http://
www.timberpress.com )
• Workman Publishing 25% discount (http://
www.workman.com)
• Southern Oregon book
dealer - 10% discount
(catalog listing available on
request)
• Rain or Shine - 10%
discount (any other books
they have in their store)
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We did not have a Board meeting in
December, so no news this month.
Some of the smaller subcommittees did
have a chance to meet and are working
on various projects such as the website,
shows, and garden improvements. If
you are interested in working on one of
these committees be sure and let us
know and we can get you plu
plugged in
with the committee lead. Your comments and ideas are always welcome.
Please catch me at the Chapter
meeting, call (503
(503-663-7917) or email
me at talk2write2@ wildblue.net
Kath

RHODO FORUM
In December, several Chapter members
attended the Rh
Rhododendron Growers
forum at Clackamas Community
College. The main focus of the forum
was on mitigation and management of
Phytophthora ramorum
ramorum. According to
Melissa Lujan, Oregon Dep
Dept. of Agriculture, rhododendrons and camellias
are considered high risk hosts and are
found as hosts 88 percent of the time.
Oregon State University now has an
online training program in recognizing
and managing P. ramorum (ecampus.
oregonstate.edu/phytophthora
oregonstate.edu/phytophthora) that
will be useful to many nurseries, and
some hobby growers who want to know
more about how to protect their
investment and manage their garden
better.
There were also several other pro
programs including one by Mike Stewart
who presented a quick prog
program on
“Species Rhododendrons in Scotland”;
Christian Nielsen “Rhododendron
Production Practices in Germany”; Jeff
Dieringer, “Using Steam Heat for
Sanitizing Containers”; and Don
Richards,, “Marketing...what works for
you.” A very good program worth every
penny!

Haiku
By Peter Kendall

The sound of no sound
Winter’s onset chastening
the senses
Wind driven snow
From limbs of the fir, to drifts
above the grass
The snow continues
Punctuating the stillness
the wail of the wind
Gusting winds
One last leaf a brilliant yellow
upon the morning’s snow
The deepening snow
The slightest of sounds has found
its refuge

In the garden…101 – Follow up!

What’s In Your Garden?

HELP WANTED!
Do you dream of being a
writer? We’ve got just the
job for you! We need a
Newsletter Editor.
Qualifications: Depending
on your skill level, the
process may take as little
as 8-10 hours per month.
Average computer and
word processing skills will
make the job easy and
interesting. You will need
to provide your own
computer and printer;
some writing and photography possible.
If you are interested,
please contact Kathy Van
Veen , 503-777-1734
(vanveennursery@hotmail.
com) or Kath Collier, 503663-7917 (talk2write2
@wildblue.net).

This story generated a bit of return
mail with a few folks sending in their
ideas on how to ward off unwanted
guests in the garden. V. Alton
Dohner, from Bandon, wrote of
their ‘battles’ with deer.
“For 6 years we lived in southwest
Colorado. Our property was on the
edge of an elk migration route used
twice a year. We always had mule
deer around. After realizing we had a
veritable smorgasbord I began trying
all the folk remedies such as tresses of
hair, Irish Spring or Lifebuoy soap,
blood meal, Tabasco sauce, garlic
powder, etc. The only things that
worked consistently were Deer Away
Big Game Repellent, Bobbex Deer
Repellent and Plant Nutrient, Liquid
Fence Deer and Rabbit Repellent, and
Repellex Flower and Ornamental Deer
Repellent. I could count on my wife
complaining bitterly about the
residual odor from the latter two,
especially the Repellex which was
malodorous for many days.
After moving here [Bandon, Oregon]
we planted many hydrangeas and
azaleas, plus a wide variety of flowers
and shrubs which were supposed to
be great for along the coast. Naturally
they attracted the local deer. That
started me on a hunt to find other
products which were not obnoxious
to us or neighbors.
Enclosed is my compilation of
products I have found to work. At
present I use 3-4 different preparations in a year. ”
Due to lack of space in the newsletter, the entire list cannot be printed
in one issue, but several snip-its from
Alton’s letter can be included here
and additional tips in future issues.
Alton included an introductory piece
on deer repellents that emphasized
the need to know how the treatment
works, when to use them, and conditions when the deer may feed anyway. Not all products are universally
effective in all areas, and some areas
may require year-around protection.

West coast black-tail deer eat many
plants, according to the introduction,
that are said to be ‘deer-resistant.’
Rhododendrons (growth tips and flower
buds), escallonia, and azaleas fall into
that category.
A homemade recipe from the
University of Minnesota Extension
service is to put two eggs in 1-2 cups of
cold water. Blend at high speed. Add
this to one gallon of water and let sit
overnight. Spray on foliage. The egg
mixture does not wash off the foliage
easily. Reapplication two or three times
a season may be required. Other home
remedy repellents can be found in
“Controlling deer damage in Georgia”
and “Preventing Deer Damage” by
Robert Juhre.
Alton included an extensive list and
descriptions for a wide variety of commercial products in his letter. There
were also several general tips on the
commercial repellents. Safely handling
all chemicals requires one to carefully
read the label and follow directions.
One may need to keep the formulation
well mixed during application (perhaps
by shaking the sprayer), and there may
be temperature limitations for when
the chemicals can be applied and how
they should be stored.
Rotating the techniques and/or
chemicals used will be an important
step to keep the deer from becoming
used to, and ignore, your protective
strategies. Monitoring your success
(frequency and distance that grazing
occurs from important plants) will be an
important step to knowing when reapplication or new strategies may be
needed.
“Last winter I tried Plantskyyd on the
recommendation of Greer Gardens”
Alton noted, ”and did not use another
spray for 5 months.” Plantskyyd, he
explained emits an odor that stimulates
a fear-based response. It can be applied
during rain or snow. The manufacturer
claims that it also acts as a foliar feed
fertilizer for several different plants.
In the next issue, I will include more
recommendations and findings from
Alton Dohner. Thank you Alton for such
great information! Kath
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