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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:
FLOWER SHOWS
HAIKU by PETER
KENDALL
Only yesterday
the viburnum’s scent bringing
winter into spring
Just a breeze
in the doorway, aroma of
anticipation
the inkling of spring
On the verge of spring
about to push green, the green
of the evergreen

by Irv Snyder
Let’s get ready for the
flower shows. Go out in your garden and
size up your rhododendrons and azaleas.
This winter has not been too bad so they
should be looking good. There was a lot
of rain and the temperatures were not too
severe. I am assuming that since you
attend our meetings and read this
Newsletter,
you
have
several
rhododendrons in your garden. Now here
is the challenge. I think every single
person in the Chapter should enter at
least one flower in the Mother’s Day
show. For the early show, we should all
try to find a truss to bring to the show.
Now, do not be bashful. If you do not
know what class your truss belongs in, we
have two world class rhododendron
identification experts, Kathy Van Veen
and Maria Stewart, to help identify your
trusses and get them entered in the
correct category.
Are your flowers
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perfect? No? Neither are any of the other
entries. I have seen some of our real
experts most concerned that their
blossoms will start to fall off their trusses
before the judging begins. I even trim an
occasional leaf to cut out the evidence
from some pesky weevil.
It helps if you talk to your trusses a
little bit before you enter them in this
strenuous competition. How do you do
this? Hold the truss up to your face about
eye height, holding it about a foot away
from your head. Look straight at the truss
and say, “You really look beautiful!”
While you are doing this, look deeply into
the interior of the truss. Are there any
pine needles inside the flower? Use long
tweezers to pluck out and dispose of the
pine needles. Miscellaneous bugs, dead
or alive, should be summarily dispatched.
There is a little covering which was over
each of the blossoms before they
bloomed.
Likely this cover is now
adhering to the stem going up to the
flower. Pluck this cover out and throw it
away. When you are finished, you can
look the truss in the eye and exclaim,
“You are magnificent!” Put the truss in a
wine bottle, or a beer bottle or a Coke
bottle and head for the cool house. If you
really want expert counsel on how to
prepare a truss for the show, talk to
Dorothy Patrick or Luurt Nieuwenhuis. Do
not let this flower preparation scare you
off. For two years I entered trusses
without any preparation before I heard a
presentation from Dorothy on how to get
trusses ready for the show.
O.K., so you’ve got the picture.
Everyone try to bring a truss for the early
show, and everyone, no exceptions, bring
a truss to the Mother’s Day show. After
you have your prize truss entered, the hot
coffee is great, the donuts are delicious
and the fellowship is stimulating.

See you there.

---Irv Snyder

Program for the April
meeting
Gene Cockeram, the winner of the Most
Points trophy as well as the Macrophyllum
Trophy at last year’s Mother’s Day Show,
will be the speaker at the April Portland
Chapter meeting.
Gene Cockeram was
the first to join the Siuslaw Chapter at
their charter meeting 38 years ago. He is
an associate member of the Southwest,
Eugene, and Portland chapters.
The Siuslaw Chapter started a search
for the better forms of R. macrophyllum a
few years back and Gene was selected to
be one of the go-fers, to look and see if it
was a different or an unusual form. They
found that genetic variation and
recognizable populations of macrophyllum
occur in the Northwest. Gene has some
fantastic pictures of a relatively white
form of macrophyllum. Listen to Gene’s
talk, and then remember to look at these
domesticated natives as presented in the
Early Show -- we even get some white
macrophyllum entries some years. The
Mother’s Day show has a special trophy
for “Best macrophyllum”, which for many
years was nicknamed the Goheen
Perpetual Trophy because Dave won it for
so
many
consecutive
years.
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Gene told us that “Some of the They say that a picture is worth 1000 words.
pictures that you will see are quite out of Here are another 4,000 words by our
the ordinary. I will also show some of my
own creations and a little of my home chapter president
landscape.”

president Irv Snyder

GARDEN TOURS WANTED
Tourists also wanted

Ray Clack announced in the March
meeting that he would like some
members to volunteer to open their
gardens for garden tours.
It was
mentioned in last month’s newsletter
(q.v.) that Dick Cavender will have his
garden available for visitors on a number
of days this spring.
Irv Snyder has
mentioned that he would be willing to
open his garden to visitors on the first
weekend in May, but that event hasn’t
been firmed up yet. Irv lives far enough
out of town that it will not be practical to
visit any other gardens on a tour that day.
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IT IS SHOWTIME!
Since the newsletter usually comes out
sometime in the first or second week of
the month, we of necessity deal with
quite a bit of lead time.
April’s Early Bloomer Rhododendron
Show will be in the past by the time this
newsletter reaches you. We hope that all
of you entered trusses in the show and
won lots of ribbons for your magnificent
plants. We also hope that each of you
volunteered to help out at the show that
most certainly will have been a great
success. It’s too soon to tell you what the
results will have been, especially since we
haven’t had the show yet.

The Airy Fairy was in bloom for 2 weeks this
year before the late frosts came

The Main Show
Since the May newsletter will get to
you at about the same time that the
Mother’s Day Show is held, namely on May
10 and 11, it’s time to start promoting it
NOW. This is the biggest undertaking that
the chapter engages in each year. First
we will look at this production from the
show chairman’s viewpoint.

< I pause for a reply >
Well, that was easy; we’re done!
That’s because we haven’t had a real
show chairman for five years. We’ve

settled into doing the same jobs every
year: First the specialists in set-up (Ernie
Metcalfes, Bob Macarthur, and friends)
make the cool house look pretty; Maria
and Kathy classify entries; several
members judge flowers and trusses while
others act as recorders; the trophies and
ribbons are awarded and finally the cleanup specialists do take-down, emptying
water bottles and storing away boxes of
them in the “lean-to” area. Yet others
organize the two day plant sale with its
months-long collection of sales stock,
overnight security requirements, plant
moves to and FROM the sales area, and
financial tracking needs.
There are
providers of coffee and doughnuts,
question answerers and garden guides
(guiders?), and people who organize the
results. A special recognition goes to the
Friends of the Garden and the Master
Gardeners who set up tables for the show
and put them away again after the show
is completed. And that only names a few
of the jobs that need to get done every
show. I left out the people responsible
for the show’s advertising in the
community and those who arrange for the
trophies and the donations to buy the
trophies and quite a few more jobs. And
finally, there are warm and friendly
chapter members to be found all over the
grounds at Crystal Springs Rhododendron
Garden.
R. strigillosum
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R. strigillosum, one day later

entries on Friday evening before the show
both to keep from overloading the
classification table and to cater to those
few who don’t like to get up early in the
morning. Of course, a lot of people bring
their entries on Saturday morning before
the show and create an ongoing traffic
jam in the limited car access to the
Exhibition Hall.
So remember to be
timely with your trusses: The judges start
their work at 9 AM sharp. They only
judge what has been classified and
entered by 9AM; all other material may
be displayed on the “Late comers table”
but not included in the judging for ribbons
and trophies.

Does it sound like we could use more
volunteers? It should. Even more than
that, we need a show chairman to
coordinate all of these disparate elements
so that they come together at the right
The official rule and classification
time and place.
schedule will be available at the April
As it is the single largest event on the meeting along with some classification
yearly calendar, what drives all this cards so that you can fill out your entries’
activity is the Show itself. There are information before you get to the show.
usually about 450 entries, a small number Then you can concentrate your efforts at
when compared to the shows put on by making the visitors’ experience in the
many other chapters in the region, but garden much better and having done that,
our judges think that this is more than help out in the plant sales.
enough. Certain categories are always
Next month we’ll see some of the
heavily represented.
Degronianum pictures and the results of Early Bloomers
hybrids (what used to be called Show. The Mother’s Day results won’t be
yakushimanum crosses) make up a published until June.
massive category. Another one is the pink
---Luurt
color class. Judges hate these because
so many excellent trusses with no
exhibition faults in these overloaded
categories means that there is no criteria
whereby to come to a decision except of
arbitrary personal preferences. There is a
hint embedded here: if you like to win
ribbons and recognitions, start growing
and exhibiting rare and unusual rhodies
that no one else has. You might even get
a show category all to yourself!
The display area is loaded of trusses
every year but the chapter has the
capacity to exhibit many more. Visitors
love the larger displays; all we need is for
members and friends to bring them to the
show. The Mother’s Day Show accepts

R. laetum, a vireya
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but must get city permit approval in order
to cut down or kill a significant tree.
The city has a policy of strongly
recommending native trees for planting in
parking strips and other areas; they have
a list of approved trees that you can
choose from, and you need to get their
permission before you plant any tree.
Historically, there have been quite a few
jurisdictional disputes within the city’s
Nectar extrusion on the afore-shown rhody flower organizations on what may or may not be
done; the Urban Forestry Division has
gained veto powers over many proposed
Leafing Through the
changes since its main job currently is
Trees of March
rule enforcement and public safety. As
Two members of the city forestry the speaker said, “In some cases we do
program provided the program at the regulate trees on private property”.
March meeting, Gary Hill and Jennifer
There are a number of divisions within
Harp. The Urban Forestry Division falls
under the umbrella of the City Parks and the Parks and Recreation, which can make
Recreation Department. The program in getting decisions on what is permitted to
recent years has increased its presence in be done a veritable nightmare. Several
Portland. Our city is now one of only some years back when the Crystal Springs
20 major cities in the U.S.A. that has very Rhododendron Garden was planning on
strong city codes dealing with its trees. putting a major (read expensive) upgrade
The department has a program for to part of the garden, one division of
educating citizens in the areas of Parks & Rec insisted that only native
treatment and prevention of Dutch Elm plants should be used near all streams and
Disease and even has one inspector who bodies of water, rather than (non-native)
drives around town all summer looking rhododendrons.
only for problems related to DED.
Another
instance
conflicting
Portland’s Forest Park, which is an jurisdiction occurred when the CSRG was
attempt to maintain some wilderness in required to put handicapped-accessible
the city, has some 1.2 million trees which walkways
into
the
Garden
(in
are cared for by 8 inspectors and 13 conformance with the Americans with
workers. The city asserts that the street Disabilities Act, a federal decree). The
trees in Portland have an estimated value only place that the walkway could go
of $65 million, while the trees in the required the removal of a very large Blue
entire urban forest area have a value of 2 Atlas Cedar, and Urban Forestry didn’t
billion dollars.
want to give permission for the tree’s
The city is responsible for the care of removal.
the trees in the parks, but when it comes
A third example relates to the
to the trees along right-of-ways, such as occasional large tree that blows down and
parking strips, the adjacent property falls into Crystal Springs Lake. The city
owner holds the responsibility. This means refuses to allow the tree to be removed
that when trees get too big, the property from the water (it provides natural
owner has to take care of the problem, habitat). As a result, children who visit
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Anyone can nominate a tree for this list:
Said nomination then passes through a
number of committee groups, each of
whom can reject the nomination. None
of the old-time nurserymen around
Portland who knew the trees and were
Twenty years ago, the Urban Forestry
involved in their planting are being asked
to help in this process.

the garden climb out over the water on
the trees, a definite safety hazard. The
best suggestion that the city has come up
with so far is to suggest providing the
trees with handrails.

On the bright side of living on past
glories, the Parks and Recreation
Department has a flyer mapping out the
trees of East Delta Park. This planting
was started in the 1970’s and was
intended as a showplace and test garden
for trees that might be used on the
streets of Portland, where citizens could
see what the tree would look like if they
decided to plant one at their house.
Unfortunately, when the soccer fields
were created in Delta Park in the 1980’s,
half of the trees were removed. Some 80
different trees still remain, many of them
with foreign designations as part of their
name (does that mean they are nonnative?), a showplace of what Urban
Forestry can accomplish.

---Luurt

Division had a six year backlog on its tree
care and inspection program; they’re
somewhat more caught up now but won’t
say how much.
The department has not kept records
on historical trees, such as are found in
the Ladd Addition. Bill Robinson, the
chapter’s
last
remaining
founding
member of the national ARS, created a
list of all the trees and shrubs in
Portland’s public parks and maintained
that list for a long time when he worked
for the Parks Department many years ago.
The department no longer maintains nor
even has that list. But it is now starting a
new list of heritage trees in Portland.

An early manifestation of bud blast
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Bits and Pieces:
The May meeting Banquet and Awards
Recognition will be held at the All Saints
Episcopal Church on Woodstock BUT it will
be starting at 6:30 pm: This year it will be
a POTLUCK and everyone is encouraged
both to come and bring food. Someone
will even be recognized for special
achievement, maybe more than one
person.

Three years of consecutive bud blast infection

Closing Thoughts:

I mentioned last month that “we
sometimes have frosts as late as the first
week in April”. I much prefer not to be
prophetic. However, the fact has been
born out in my yard. We did get two
weeks of glorious bloom out of the airy
Fairy. But then the cold came back.
Glory turned to brown mush in one short
night.
Almost all the other rhodies
followed that example.

R. calophytum succeeded in blooming a bud.

My yard has now had frost on the
squash that weren’t harvested for more
than a week straight. None of the other
www.rhodies.org/pdx/early2008/2008_e_rules.pdf rhododendrons in the yard show any
and for the Mother’s Day Show rules (the inclination to come out in the cold except
P.J.M. Maybe it is planted in a sheltered
latter rules are unchanged over at least
the last four years, so feel free to use an corner or maybe the florets are hardier,
old show schedule if you kept one); only but it is still out in its purple glory.
Fortunately,
other
early
blooming
the trophies have changed a little.
vegetation
is
not
as
sensitive
as the
www.rhodies.org/pdx/md2008/2008_m_rules.pfdf
rhododendrons. Hyacinths, plums trees,
Who else do you know that will go out at 4 in
star magnolias, and daffodils just keep on
the morning and 27˚F to take a picture of
R. calophytum before the frost damage becomes
blooming. Even some of the bees are
evident?
willing to come out and pollinate while
the rhodies hide their heads.
The show rules and classification
schedules for 2008 are also available on
the chapter website at

If your yard has not suffered such
vicissitudes, plan on being a regular and
major contributor to the Early Bloomer
Show and the Mother’s Day Show.
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The morning after the 4 am photo
Return to main index

Job opening in the
Portland Chapter:

The Smith Garden has a long history,
and is the repository of many special and
well established rhododendrons. This
The Cecil and Molly Smith Garden
Chairperson has resigned. This is now an position requires an individual with vision
open position that needs to be filled. The and drive to advance the stature of this
lovely garden in the eyes of the
successful applicant must love
rhododendrons and be able to willing and rhododendron community as well as in
able to travel to the garden in person and those of the region.
to spend time coordinating volunteers at
Several days later, adding insult to injury on the
the garden. The successful applicant will
R. calophytum.
also be responsible for guiding the
garden’s development and developing
improvement plans of the garden
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Do you ever remember
having discussions about
the relative importance
of nature versus
nurture?

This is a seedling from the ARS seed
exchange of 1992, marked Etta Clawson
Grey x My Best. I found it in a sealed
clear plastic container in the greenhouse
last week and just transplanted it.
The container was one of a number were
planted in 1993, but this one got lost in a
back corner.

The large bush in this picture is the same
cross from the same seed lot and from
seeds that were planted at the same
time. This one led a normal, not a
The other containers were planted on into neglected life.
larger pots and finally put into the
Note the massive difference in size and
ground.
habit.

This question relates to
floret hardiness, not
plant hardiness.
Has anyone reading this newsletter
observed the early blooming
rhododendrons in enough detail to
ascertain whether some varieties have
flowers that are better able to withstand
sub-freezing temperatures than others?
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CHAPTER OFFICERS

Newswletter
Rhododendron News is the newsletter of the
(All area codes are 503 unless noted)
Portland Chapter and is mailed by non-profit class
President: Irv Snyder 509-427-7738
postage Portland, OR. . Rhododendron News is
Vice President: Jan Snyder509-427-7738
sent to current members in good standing.
Secretary: Carol McCarthy 245-3533
Articles may be copied or reprinted with credit
Treasurer: Dick Cavender 625-6331
given to the author(s) and Rhododendron News.
Past President: Kathy Van Veen 777-1734
Views expressed herein do not imply Portland
BOARD MEMBERS
Chapter or ARS endorsement. Staff:
Through 6/30/07
Luurt Nieuwenhuis managing editor
Ray Clack, Mike Stewart, Kath Collier, Dave Collier
Vicki Molina
editor in chief
Mike Domaschofsky
J. Nieuwenhuis copy editor
Through 6/30/08
Loni Welsh
hardcopy printing
Steve Hopkins, Brenda Ziegler, Steve Kaminski
Maria Stweart
hardcopy mailings
Donna Sell, Maria Stewart
Newsletter articles
GARDEN CHAIRS
Newsletter article and idea deadline is at the
CRYSTAL SPRINGS RHODODENDRON GARDEN
Chapter meeting. Items received after that time
Bob MacArthur 360-256-2522
might not be included in the current issue.
Beverly Watkin 503-244-0537
E-mail contacts:
CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN
Luurt Nieuwenhuis editor@rhodies.org
Ginny Mapes 503-647-2896
Vicki Molina:
enforcer@rhodies.org
PORTLAND CHAPTER WEB SITE
J. Nieuwenhuis copy@rhodies.org
www.rhodies.org/index.htm
kudus@rhodies.org for compliments
Membership and ownership
kudzus@rhodies.org for gripes
The Portland Chapter is a local chapter of the
ideas@rhodies.org for future newsletter ideas
American Rhododendron Society. Combined annual
for newsletter articles via snail mail, send to:
dues to both the Society and the Chapter are $35 for
Luurt Nieuwenhuis, Managing Editor
one person, $40 for family. Annual subscription
P.O. Box 2353
price to the 9+ times yearly newsletter
Vancouver, WA, 98668-2353
Rhododendron News is included in Chapter
Questions concerning delivery should be directed
membership
to
Maria Stewart (503) 668-7565
Online Discussion Group
http://groups.yahoo. com and look for rhododendrons.Meeting time and place
Participants include renowned hybridizers, growers andRegular meetings are held on the third Thursday of
the month except in June, July, and August,
hobbyists.
starting at 7 pm with a social half-hour which
precedes the main meeting.
Tualatin Valley Chapter
Regularly scheduled meetings on the second
For location, see
Monday of the month
www.rhodies.org/pdx/pdx_meeting.htm
at 7 p.m. – at the:
All Saints Episcopal Church
First Baptist Church
at the corner of SE 40th and Woodstock
177 NE Lincoln Street
( a little east of the Crystal Springs Rhododendron
Hillsboro, OR.
Garden) in Portland, OR
Phone: Ginny Mapes 503-647-2896
Email: ginny@coho.net
Vireya Vine Newsletter
Receive a newsletter about Vireya
Siuslaw Chapter
Meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 7 pm. Rhododendrons.
at the:
Submit your Subscription request to:
Presbyterian Church of the Siuslaw,
E White Smith,
3996 Hwy 101 N.
% Bovees Nursery
Florence, OR
1737 SW Coronado
A pre-meeting dinner is held at a different
Portland, OR 97219
restaurant each time at 5 pm. Visit
4 issues a year. Send $10 to join - that’s one ten
www.siuslawars.org to find out where.
dollar bill that lasts forever or until you want to
send
another
to
keep
it
company.
Return to main index
info@bovees.com

