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Newsletter of the Portland Chapter
American Rhododendron Society
June 2007
21-Potluck and Deadheading Party
IS CANCELLED
Nothing else scheduled this month

Haiku
By Peter Kendall

A brilliant evening
The mountain reluctant to
Give up its cloud

Spring—a crescent moon
And its earthshine—so close
With venus to boot
Off and on, the clouds
the crooked tree, letting in
an early spring sun
Confronting itself
at the window, the sparrow
knows not what to do
In sun, in shadow
breezes through the maple’s
leaves
have a tale to tell
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NOTE: the Deadheading
Party and Potluck,
normally held at
Crystal Springs on the
third Thursday in June,
has been cancelled, as
per the Garden
Director’s directive
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President’s message

By Irv
The pres is on summer break. Anyone
else want to voice an opinion?
By-laws are strange things. Directors whose
terms expire remain in office until a valid
election confirms them for another term or
replaces them with other officers.
There was no second reading of the nominations to the
Portland Chapter ARS Board for the term lasting from 2008
to 2010. There was no general membership vote for the
officers’ slate either. Fortunately, the people who agreed
to be on the Board for this new term are the same ones who
now hold the positions. So, it seems that since there has
been no valid election, the outgoing officers will remain in
their current positions until they are replaced – probably by
themselves – in the next valid election.

Western Regional Rhody Con in September
Mark your calendars on September 21-23 2007 for the
Western Regional Rhododendron Conference in Newport,
Oregon.
Here's a wonderful opportunity to hear outstanding
speakers, visit with friends and enjoy the Oregon Coast in
September. The conference hotel is the Best Western
Agate Beach Inn where the 2005 WRRC was held and
enjoyed by all. The registration form will arrive soon in
the mail.
The special room rates are as follow:
Hillside single or double occupancy---$95.00
Ocean View single or double occupancy---$122.00
These are the same rates we had in 2005! Identify yourself
as a WRRC attendee when registering.
Questions? Call Mike Stewart at 503-668-3522.
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The major chapter events for the month of May
These were the Mother’s Day Show and Plant Sale, and the Awards Banquet. The Show
was held on Mother’s Day weekend. Entries started coming in on Friday night from those
people who like to beat the rush. The rest brought their entries on Saturday morning, the
first day of the show. Kathy Van Veen and Maria Stewart verified the identification and
classification of the entries in the show- all 579 of them. Many other chapter members
helped in staging, arranging, judging and result recording. Linda Rumgay worked as overall
supervisor for the show and also provided doughnuts and coffee for all the helpers. The show
itself was a resounding success. Deciding which of all those lovely trusses and branches were
the best was a difficult task but the show judges gave their all and handed out 28 trophies
and lots of ribbons. A detailed list
of their choices can be found at the
end of this newsletter.

Dr. S. Berthelsdorf, one of the
founding ARS members, holds the
trophy that he donated along with
the winning truss.

At the other end of the garden,
Bob MacArthur was busy overseeing
the plant sales. Too few people
recognize just how much work goes
into the annual event. Bob collects plants from over a two state area, repots and stores
hundreds of plants every year, makes sure that they get to the two plant sales at Crystal
Springs Rhododendron, organizes the sales and then makes sure that the plants that are not
sold go back into safe storage until the next year. He does all this and has the
responsibilities of being the chairman of the garden too. He gets lots of help (sometimes),
but it’s still a massive undertaking. This year he took in $700 before the sale even opened on
Saturday morning! All of the profits from the plant sale are used for the development and
maintenance of CSRG; none of it goes to help the normal chapter budget.
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Dave & Betty Goheen have won the Most Points in Show Trophy
more consecutive times than anyone else in the Show’s history.
Large numbers of people arrived to tour the show and the garden on both Saturday and
Mother’s Day Sunday. After they all went home, volunteer Chapter Members cleaned up and
put things away in the cool house, the plant sale crew relocated all of the plants out of the
sales area and into storage. Mother’s Day Rhododendron Show was over for another year. All
those involved deserve great and heartfelt expressions of thanks for their hard work.
The other major chapter event of the month of May was the awards banquet. Many
winners had picked up their trophies at the end of the show during the take-down process.
During the banquet they received pictures of the winning entries and their trophies. This
year the overall point winner was Eugene Cockeram of Florence, Oregon while Carl and Linda
Nys of Longview, Washington took home the most trophies.

Return to main index
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The evening’s major
presentation, the bronze
medal, was given to Kathy
Van Veen, former chapter
president and third
generation rhodaholic.
Kathy is instrumental in
the operation of the
chapter, hosting board
meetings and study group
meetings for many years,
and is a strong contributor
to the workings of the
Crystal Springs
Rhododendron Garden.

This year Irv Snyder exercised his presidential prerogative by handing out several
President’s Awards. This doesn’t happen very often, so it was a surprise to just about
everyone. Irv stated that it was because these people had facilitated his presidential tenure
so very much.

Dick and Karen
Cavender received one.
Dick is a “lifetime” Board
member, chapter treasurer,
and general workaholic for
all chapter activities,
especially at the Cecil and
Molly Smith Garden.
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Dan and Molly Beasely
received one. Dan is, and
has been for years, the
constant chapter presence
at the Crystal Springs
Rhododendron Garden and
without him the volunteer
program at the garden
would collapse.

Return to main index

Luurt & Jeanette
Nieuwenhuis received the
last President’s Award.
Luurt has run the Early
Bloomer Show for the last
10 years, runs the
chapter’s web site, and
now also produces the
chapter’s newsletter, and
is another of those people
that is always available to
answer questions.
No picture available

A highlight of the evening was the excellent food. The other highlight was the
presentation by Mike and Maria Stewart who reported on their five week expedition to the
home of the rhododendron in China. The show was a spectacular travelogue of their
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adventures. Mike has gone digital, and took 1,600 pictures during their trip. When they
returned, he had a photo printer establishment make prints of the entire collection. Then he
sorted out a few to share with us. Their presentation was informative as well as very
entertaining. Well Done, Mike and Maria!

Back issues of the Newsletters are available on the chapter website at
www.rhodies.org/newsletter/index.htm
Return to main index

HERE COME DA’ JUDGE
By Luurt Nieuwenhuis

Another season of rhody flower shows has passed. Once again I get my ire is raised over
show rules, judging, member participation, the unkind weather pattern, and just about
everything else. I think its time to restrict myself to just one of these topics for the current
consideration, namely judging.
Every chapter that I’ve talked to has some of the same problems: The structure of the
judging criteria, the application of those criteria to the trusses, and finding people who will
perform the judging.
The basis for judging varies from chapter to chapter, and even from show to show within
those chapters. Most of the show rules were written 10 or even as much as 30 years ago,
each by a different person or committee, with newer rules often being a rehash of the older
show rules; the system perpetuates itself with minor mutations throughout rhododendron
land. Some show rules are very simple:
50% for the flower
25% for the leaves
25% for trueness to the category.
Others are much more complicated:
10% for truss typical of variety
15% for truss presentation
10% for floret damage
10 % for peak of bloom
10% for grooming
13% for leaf damage
12% for leaf discoloration
10% for leaf symmetry
10% for overall effect,
with modifications to the point spread for branch categories (number of trusses
or racemes, number of branches, overall symmetry and fullness, etc).
The Portland Chapter’s Mother’s Day Show rules state:
form typical of variety…..…20%
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size according to variety…..25%
peak of condition and grooming,
with regard to color, foliage,
and substance……………………..55%
Many times when outsiders (members of other chapters) come in to judge a show they
frequently have not even read the judging criteria before the start of the show. It is less
troublesome to get members of the local chapter to judge. Locals have more familiarity with
the criteria, having used them before numerous times.
Usually the ratio of the number of entries to the number of judges will precludes the use
of handheld calculators in computing the truss points in the more complicated schedules. But
simplicity has its own dangers.
The big drawback in using local judges is that after a few years they are familiar many of
the plants that will be entered, and often know who entered them without ever looking at
the classification tags. Portland Chapter has an additional rule that no judge shall judge a
class that contains his own entry. This has led to the comical situation where occasionally all
three judges in a group have had to recuse themselves from a category because they each
have an entry in it. The most egregious violation of the recusion principle that I’ve seen was
encountered several years ago. One of the judges was very vociferous in selecting a
particular truss for the best in show trophy. After the rest of the judges were swayed to his
opinion and the identification tag was turned over, it was found that he was advocating his
own entry!
Return to main index

Another common complication is the deference many newer judges will pay to a “big name
expert” in the judging group. We assume that people who are known for their expertise and
years of promoting rhododendrons know more about selecting the best truss than the rest of
us.
The result is often a
selection that favors the
personal tastes of the expert.
Recently one of the judges,
during the trophy round of
judging, questioned why a
particular truss was in the final
judging when a much superior
entry of the same clone was
still on the display racks. It was
pointed out to him that he was
responsible for swaying the rest
of the team to pick that
particular plant earlier.

A blue ribbon winner? Who says that exhibitors don’t have a sense
of humor. Apparently judges have one too too!
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In the light of all these failing and foibles, I could present an easy and pragmatic set of
criteria for judges to use: forty percent for the flower, twenty percent for the leaves, and
forty percent for the personal bias of the judge. At least then the process will be out in the
open.
If that is not to your taste, consider a slightly more rational approach to judging.
Gymnastic and ice skating competitions have the right idea. Each entry starts off with a
maximum number of points, and deductions are made for the various shortcomings to
perfection. Let us assume that 100 points are the maximum that any entry starts with. Fifty
points are available for deductions for flower features, thirty points for leaf features, and
twenty points for intangibles such as presentation and grooming.
A further refinement would be to catalog some of the deductions for various plant
shortcomings:
A truss entry that was missing the entire flower head would lose all 50 points for the
flower features.
A partially open floret would be a 2 point deduction while an unopened floret would
be a 5 point deduction (each, unless there are more than 20 florets involved).
A wilted or past-prime floret would be a 3 point deduction while a removed floret
would be a 5 point deduction.
Damage to a floret would be a 1 point (minor damage) to 3 point (major damage)
deduction for each occurrence.
Presentation could be susceptible to a maximum of 7 points of deduction.
Slightly off-of-optimum presentation would be one point while severe bottom-feeding
trusses might get docked 4 points.
Grooming would be a maximum of 6 points of deduction.
An uneven leaf whorl in the presentation would be docked 5 points.
A bare twig might be docked the maximum of 30 points.
Some of the leaf deductions could consist of notched leaves (1 to 10 points), discolored
leaves, warped or twisted leaves, and missing or mutilated leaves.
The final standing in a category would consist of the entry with the fewest penalty points.
By having a table of deductions to base their opinions on, the personal preference aspect of
the judging should itself take a major hit while the bias of the experts, the dominating
personalities, and the familiarity with the entries problems could be reduced. Of course, if
that does not quite fit your view of what the power of a judge should be, we can always give
the
judges
the latitude
to invoke 20
deduction
points for any
plant
that
they
don’t
favor, or even
for no reason
at all.

Luurt
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THE TROPHIES AND THEIR WINNERS
MAY 12, 2007
Crystal Springs Rhododendron Garden
Portland Chapter, ARS
1 Dr. S. Berthelsdorf Trophy
Best spray or truss of a species, all other groups in this
class, not eligible for another trophy in Class 1.
Peter Kendall
R. hanceanum “nannum”
1 AFJ Bob Bovee Trophy
LOS Best spray or truss of a miniature or dwarf species.
Dick & Karen Cavender
R. trichostomum v. ledoides
1R1 Goheen Macrophyllum Trophy
Best truss of R. macrophyllum.
Eugene Cockeram
R. macrophyllum
1Y, Red's Rhodies Trophy
23 Best truss of any Vireya hybrid or species.
Bovees Nursery
R.wrightianum v. eyclopense
10 Betty Spady Memorial Trophy
Best truss of any Fortunei hybrid other than original
Loderi or Naomi clones.
Bob Macarthur
Goldsby #4
11A Theo. Van Veen Sr. Memorial Trophy
Best truss of any Griersonianum hybrid.
Luurt & Jeanette Nieuwenhuis
Medusa
22 Stewart Trophy
Best truss of any Yakushimanum hybrid.
Susan Metcalfes
Purple Lace x Yak #86c
32 George & Melba Clarke Memorial Trophy
ABC Best truss of a named Lem hybrid.
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Don & Dorothy Patrick
Isabel Pierce
1Z, Christensen Family Trophy
35 Best rhododendron grown with protection. Not eligible
for Sersanous trophies.
Mike & Marie Stewart
Mrs Furnival x Kubla Kahn
37 Mayor’s Trophy
ABC Best truss of Alice, Beauty of Littleworth or Cynthia.
Eugene Cockeram
Alice
37 F Kasch’s Garden Center Trophy
Best truss of Jean Marie de Montague.
Irv & Snyder
Jean Marie…
41 Joe W. Jones Memorial Trophy
Best spray or truss of any rhododendron never before
shown at a Portland Chapter Mother’s Day Show.
Carl & Linda Nys
Madame Loche
42 Brotherton Trophy
Best spray or truss of any American hybrid
rhododendron seedling not eligible in Class 41.
Carl & Linda Nys
Ruby Hart x Killimanjaro
Collier Nursery Trophy
Best rhododendron hybrid truss entered by a novice.
Billie Weingarten
Warlock(?)
45 Robert L. Furniss Memorial Bonsai Trophy
Best entry using a specimen of the genus rhododendron
as the dominant feature.
Peter Kendall
R. tsutsiophyllum
47 Fred Meyer Trophy
Best spray of an evergreen or a deciduous azalea not
eligible for another trophy.
Carl & Linda Nys
R. kiusianum “Komo Kulshan”
50 Elsie Bailey Memorial Trophy
Best occidentale collected in wild or progeny.
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Ernie & Evelyn Metcalfes
#1229
48C The Egan Trophy
Best truss of a red hybrid not eligible for another
trophy.
Carl & Linda Nys
a red hybrid
Cecil and Molly Smith Trophy
Best truss of a white hybrid not eligible for another
trophy.
Don & Dorothy Patrick
Belle Heller
Van Veen Nursery Trophy
Best truss of a blue hybrid not eligible for another
trophy.
Carl & Linda Nys
Kathy B
Ralph % Faith Christensen Memorial Trophy
Best truss of a purple hybrid not eligible for another
trophy.
Ray Girton
Purple Lace
John & Loretta Welsh Trophy
Best truss of a pink hybrid not eligible for another
trophy.
Ernie & Evelyn Metcalfes
Dreamland
Portland Nursery Trophy
Best truss of a yellow hybrid not eligible for another
trophy.
Ernie Metcalfes
Karen Triplett
Flora Lan Nursery Trophy
Best truss of an orange, salmon, or apricot hybrid not
eligible for another trophy.
Don & Dorothy Patrick
Thor
ARS — Portland Chapter Trophy
Highest Points in show. 5 points for 1st, 3 points for
2nd, and 1 point for 3rd.
Eugene Cockeram
100 points

June 2007 page 12

Ella K. Sersanous Memorial Trophy
Best species in the show. Entry may be a spray or a
truss. Plant must be grown in the open.
Carl & Linda Nys
R. kiusimanum “Komo Kulshan”

Return to main index

Don’t you wish that
your rhodies would
produce seeds this big?
It sure would make
hybridizing easier!
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CHAPTER OFFICERS
(All area codes are 503 unless noted)
President: Irv Snyder 509-427-7738
Vice President: Jan Snyder509-427-7738
Secretary: Carol McCarthy 245-3533
Treasurer: Dick Cavender 625-6331
Past President: Kathy Van Veen 777-1734
BOARD MEMBERS
Through 6/30/07
Ray Clack, Mike Stewart, Kath Collier, Dave Collier
Mike Domaschofsky
Through 6/30/08
Steve Hopkins, Brenda Ziegler, Steve Kaminski
Donna Sell, Maria Stewart
GARDEN CHAIRS
CRYSTAL SPRINGS RHODODENDRON GARDEN
Bob MacArthur 360-256-2522
Beverly Watkin 503-244-0537
CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN
Ginny Mapes 503-647-2896
PORTLAND CHAPTER WEB SITE
www.rhodies.org/index.htm
Membership and ownership
The Portland Chapter is a local chapter of the
American Rhododendron Society. Combined annual
dues to both the Society and the Chapter are $35
for one person, $40 for family. Annual subscription
price to the 9+ times yearly newsletter
Rhododendron News is included in Chapter
membership

Online Discussion Group

http://groups.yahoo. com and look for
rhododendrons. Participants include renowned
hybridizers, growers and hobbyists.

Tualatin Valley Chapter

Regularly scheduled meetings on the second
Tuesday of the month
at 7 p.m. – at the:
First Baptist Church
177 NE Lincoln Street
Hillsboro, OR.
Phone: Ginny Mapes 503-647-2896
Email: ginny@coho.net

Siuslaw Chapter

Meets on the third Tuesday of the month at 7
pm.
at the:
Presbyterian Church of the Siuslaw,
3996 Hwy 101 N.
Florence, OR
A pre-meeting dinner is held at a different
restaurant each time at 5 pm. Visit
www.siuslawars.org to find out where.
Return to main index

Newswletter
Rhododendron News is the newsletter of the
Portland Chapter and is mailed by non-profit class
postage Portland, OR. . Rhododendron News is
sent to current members in good standing. Articles
may be copied or reprinted with credit given to the
author(s) and Rhododendron News. Views
expressed herein do not imply Portland Chapter or
ARS endorsement.
Staff:
Luurt Nieuwenhuis managing editor
Vicki Molina
editor in chief
Jeanette Nieuwenhuis copy editor
Loni Welsh
hardcopy printing
Maria Stweart
hardcopy mailings
Newsletter articles
Newsletter article and idea deadline is at the
Chapter meeting. Items received after that time
might not be included in the current issue.
E-mail contacts:
Luurt Nieuwenhuis editor@rhodies.org
Vicki Molina:
enforcer@rhodies.org
Jeanette Nieuwenhuis copy@rhodies.org
kudus@rhodies.org for compliments
kudzus@rhodies.org for gripes
ideas@rhodies.org for future newsletter ideas
for newsletter articles via snail mail, send to:
Luurt Nieuwenhuis, Managing Editor
P.O. Box 2353
Vancouver, WA, 98668-2353
Questions concerning delivery should be directed to
Maria Stewart (503) 668-7565
Meeting time and place
Regular meetings are held on the third Thursday of
the month except in June, July, and August,
starting at 7 pm with a social half-hour which
precedes the main meeting.
For location, see
www.rhodies.org/pdx/pdx_meeting.htm

All Saints Episcopal Church
at the corner of SE 40th and Woodstock
( a little east of the Crystal Springs Rhododendron
Garden) in Portland, OR
Vireya Vine Newsletter

Receive a newsletter about Vireya Rhododendrons.
Submit your Subscription request to:
E White Smith,
% Bovees Nursery
1737 SW Coronado
Portland, OR 97219
4 issues a year. Send $10 to join - that’s one ten
dollar bill that lasts forever or until you want to
send another to keep it company.
info@bovees.com

