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Newsletter of the Portland Chapter
American Rhododendron Society
JANUARY 2007
09 – Study Group-7PM Van Veen Nursery
18 – Chapter Meeting – Peter Kendall:
2 summers in the Rockies
23 – Board Meeting
FEBRUARY 2007
06– Study Group-7PM Van Veen
Nursery
15– Chapter meeting – Mike Bones:
Memberships and Rhodies,
Companion Plant Auction
20 – Board Meeting
MARCH 2007
06 – Study Group-7PM Van Veen
Nursery
15– Chapter meeting – Larry Borlin:
Companion Planting in Portland
20 – Board Meeting
APRIL 2007
10 – Study Group-7PM Van Veen
Nursery
19– Ron Spendall: Composting
24 – Board Meeting
May 2007
24– Awards Banquet
Location: All Saints Episcopal Church
on SE 40th and Wood-stock. There is
parking onsite and on the street. When?
We meet on the third Thursday each
month beginning in September and
ending with the Awards Banquet in May.
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President’s Message
GARDEN STRUCTURE
As I visit gardens I am interested in the
rhododendrons and azaleas but I am also interested
in the form and structure of the garden. It is
interesting to visit the Japanese Garden in Portland
and study the architecture of the garden. Rather
than admire a single plant, stand back and study an
entire section of the garden. Is there a tree or trees
that anchor the whole section of the garden? What is
the backdrop behind the trees?
How does the garden flow out from this anchor?
Notice that the plants and trees are often terraced
out from the anchor. You may notice two or three
or four levels of plants extending out from the
anchor. What does this structure point to? How
does this section of the garden flow into the next
section? What plants, or paths or other structures
guide and facilitate the transition to the next area?
Notice also the use of color. The Japanese are
not interested in lots of flowers, but they are masters
in blending various shades of green. Kath Collier
gave a presentation last year on the use of color in
the garden, and that has stimulated me to consider
more carefully how I blend and accentuate the
rhapsody of colors that are available from the
rhododendron flowers.
Notice how the trees and bushes are trimmed in
a Japanese garden. They spend countless hours
trimming the needles off their conifers. I am told
that the needles should point up, not down.
(Continued on page 2)
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January meeting.

(Continued from page 1)

Peek into the interior of their lace leaf
maples. It is not a twist of branches, but
rather it appears to be a collection of
parasols with the leaves forming the
He draws nourishment from the earth.
umbrella portion of the parasols.
Whether he’s designing gardens, writing
The placement, size and the shape of poetry and haiku, hiking, traveling, or
the stones has a meaning. I do not photographing nature he experiences the joy
understand all of this, but the feeling of and the excitement all around him.
balance and proportion in the placement His speaking theme is titled “Stirring
Vistas, Rhodies and Wildflowers –
of the stones is comforting.
two summers in the Rockies”
You want a garden that has structure
rather than just a fine collection of
plants. You want a garden that leads
you, invites you, entices you from one
section to the next. And in between
these sections, you want a transition, a
relatively quiet zone, so that your eyes
open up and you are enthralled when
you enter the next section.
We have not done this very well with
our garden, but we are learning. As we
move plants, as we add plants, these
are some ideas that will help and guide
us in the future

PETER KENDALL

---Irv

Peter Kendall

DECEMBER
BANQUET:
a Great Success
This year’s banquet was another success.
There was enough food for everyone so
that we all had to work extra hard to eat our
way through the desserts.
Over 70 people attended and socialized all
the evening long. A dozen people brought
slides
and
pictures.
return to top of document

(Continued on page 3)
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Irv’s present is a new gavel. Dick
Cavender has been making a gavel for
each new president for many
administrations. What makes these
gavels so special is that each one is
turned from 100%
rhododendron
wood.
Irv can finally retire
the meat tenderizer
that he has been
using to keep order
in the Board
meetings.

(Continued from page 2)

Irv Snyder, the Chapter President, gets a Christmas
Present.
This was the first year that we also used
computer projected picture presentations
(PowerPoints). Slides are great, but a
PowerPoint presentation with automatic
slide forwarding gets more done faster.
I

return to top of document
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Mike Creel, answering ADDITIONAL
QUESTIONS on the CREELWAY

A FALL HAIKU
A wind through the trees

The array of sound matching
its intensity

Shadows in the wind
The leaves of the maple from
pattern to pattern

In the swirl
of the wind, muffled voice
of a sparrow

The flaming maple
Under mare's tail clouds, a hint
of rain, not far off

Waxwings overhead
This afternoon's sun not long

for this world

---Peter Kendall
return to top of document

SYSTEM
Even though they will root at any time,
what is the ideal time to take azalea
hardwood cuttings?
That is a difficult question for me because I
stick woody (not half-ripe) cuttings yearround and I root all species available. I
usually reply that the best time to stick
cuttings is when I can get my hands on fresh
material of some really unique form. I find that
growing season "LEAFY" cuttings with mature
leaves on woody stems root quickest and in
highest numbers which would be midsummer
for some deciduous and evergreen varieties
in my area. Fall is also good for leafy cuttings
in dome pots left to overwinter outdoors in
MY zone, 8A. Dormant winter cuttings can
be taken immediately after leaf fall and
overwintered outdoors in warmer areas, but a
prime time for dormant cuttings seems to be
at the very end of the dormant season, just
before bud break.
If stuck at the ideal time, usually how
long does it take for a cutting to develop
enough roots to make it on its own?
Two months during the warm growing season
is the minimum. Four to five months is more
common.
I often stick cuttings when
available, which might be midwinter, so
evergreen azalea cuttings stuck in mid
December outdoors would be rooted by late
spring.
After rooting, do you remove the dome
and let them grow on for a while
undisturbed in the same pot?
After cuttings are rooted inside a domepot
protected by a 64-70 percent shade cloth
(Continued on page 5)
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I do not remove the propagation dome
or change the pot's location, but I do
remove the vent cap of the dome for the
rooted cuttings to adjust to drier outdoor air. After one day with the vent cap
off, I check for leaf wilting and re- seal
the pot if leaves are wilted. After two
weeks with vent cap removed, I move
the pot out into the sun with the dome
still in place. The vented dome will
speed up cutting growth and can be left
in place until the cuttings almost reach
the dome pot. It is good to leave a
vented dome in place to protect rooted
cuttings over winter from cold and
animal, and give them more warming in
spring. It does not hurt to leave a
vented dome in place over cuttings.
How deeply should they be stuck in
the mix?
Cuttings should always be stuck deeply
enough to cover the scarified section of
the stem with media. With jointed or
Y shaped cuttings that are scarified
from the base up to the joint, I stick
cuttings down through the joint.
Will pure #2 bark work? Some
people may not have access to the
other part you use, or may not know
what it is.
Your #2 bark is twice-milled pine bark
with largest pieces the size of corn
flakes and fines, the same as the
NaturePlus soil conditioner that I use.
If the bark and the pot drain
completely of surface water in one
eye blink, after being pre-moistened,
it will work. I always drill pots for
added drainage and fill pots just half
full of media when sticking cuttings or
surface
planting
azalea
and
rhododendron seeds.

What size pot is the best, or does it
matter - 1 gal, 2 gal, 3 gal?
Pot size does not matter as long as the
propagation dome matches the pot,
allowing at least one-half inch clearance
between dome sidewall and pot sidewall,
which allows overhead water entry.
How much medium do you put in a pot
and how much headspace do you
leave?
For cuttings and seedlings in a normal
tall plastic pot I fill the pot just halfway
with media. The level should be just 2-3
inches higher than the upper row of drain
holes, which I drill. I redrill original lower
drain holes and a staggered row of holes
above with a 3/4 inch hole saw.
Can you root under heavy shade high shade - or does shade cloth
have to be used?
I use a Coolaroo medium density (limits
64-70 percent sunlight) shade cloth
stretched 4 feet over my domepots.
Natural shade can be used, but it must be
reliable, not allowing direct sunlight for an
extended period (30 minutes or more) on
the pots. Domepots can also be hung
protected from direct sunlight by an
overhang. I am experimenting with fully
open vented domepots in full sun and
part shade, and after a week in October,
the leaves on cuttings have not wilted,
with once per week watering.
With dome lids on, do you water during dry weather?
Yes, if there is no rain I water pots in the
shade bed from overhead once per
week, one hour with a small vortex
sprinkler. A significant rain during the
week would forestall the need to water.
Water enters media via the open margin
(Continued on page 6)
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between dome and pot sidewall and
migrates to the center, IF media is
uniform in consistency and well mixed.
How long after sticking do you
take dome lids off?
After 2 to 5 months of growing
season weather, VENT CAPS can be
removed. After another 4 to 6 weeks
the entire dome can be removed. BUT
leaving a vented dome in place will
speed growth of cuttings. I have not
tried domes with seeds YET.
Can long fiber sphagnum moss
be used at the media in a CreelWay
domepot?
Yes, but more testing needs to be
done. Sphagnum can be used as the
medium in a domepot IF the container is
not too deeply filled and the container
drains FAST. It can be used an a
nursery pot IF the pot has been drilled
properly with at least 2 rows of 3/4 inch
holes and just half filled. Better
containers include a plastic mesh
laundry basket with new holes drilled the
bottom and some sink drain containers.
A Sterilite 1626 sink drain has been used
effectively.
It sounds as if the ideal method to
use sphagnum for rooting is an open
hamper. If so, what keeps the medium
from drying out on top? Have you tried
it? I notice that you mentioned in the
letter to Florida that domes shouldn't be
used on pots filled with moss. That
would probably provide too much
moisture for rooting. Is that correct?
Sphagnum can be used as the medium
in a domepot if the container is not too
deeply filled (one-half of less) and the
container drains FAST due to added drain
holes. It can be used with a nursery pot IF
the pot has been drilled properly with at
least 2 rows of 3/4 inch holes and just half
filled.

Preferred pots for sphagnum can be
found in the kitchen plastics area at WalMart among the Sterilite drain pans.
Plastic kitchen colander with domepot in
the center and 2 inches or so of open
media outside the dome would be
perhaps ideal.

---Mike Creel
return to top of dopcument

FEATURED
RHODODENDRON HYBRID:
R. KATHY VAN VEEN
-by its namesake
It has been suggested that I write a few
words each month about the name of
some rhodie. Well now. How better to
begin that with the best plant of all,
Kathy Van Veen!!!
Simply put, she is out of this world
beautiful. No One, and I repeat, no one
can live without the totally perfect Kathy
Van Veen.
O.K., to quote the eminent Harold
Greer, “‘nuf said”.
The plant was
named and registered at the suggestion
of Dr. Bill Rhein, a dentist and hybridizer
in Pennsylvania.
He found an
interesting flower sport on his plant of
Jean Marie de Montague and sent it to
his friend Ted Van Veen to grow and
evaluate.
The plant looks like Jean Marie with its
dark green leaves, but its flowers are
the thing. It is truly unique in the
rhododendron world. It is more like an
azalea in that on the same plant there
are red flowers, pink flowers, pink
flowers with red flecks, pink flowers that
have one red petal and flowers that are
half red and half pink.
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Some years ago we sent a plant to
geneticist and former ARS president
Augie Kehr, who wanted to see if
perhaps it had moveable genes.
Unfortunately he passed away soon
after receiving the plant (see, I told you it
was drop-dead gorgeous!)
Really different she is and that is why
the Rheins suggested that Ted name it
for his very lovely daughter, me, Hee
Hee,

Kathy Van Veen

---

return to top of document

SPECIES AND
HYBRIDS

part 2 of 4

By Luurt Nieuwenhuis
Part 2 of our discussion will limit itself
to plants, only for the sake of
convenience. The same dynamics hold
true for all organisms that use sexual
reproduction.
A breeding population of plants has
variety in its genetic makeup. Another
way of saying this is that no two plants
grown from seed are identical.
There are three main factors that
affect the characteristics that a
population possesses.
The first is natural selection. This
process means that a plant that survives
long enough to pass its genetic material
on to the next generation via seeds will
influence the makeup of the new plant.
Genetic material for the seed comes
from both the seed parent and the pollen
parent. There is a resultant shuffling of
the DNA that comes from each parent,
and no two seeds receive an identical
mix. The DNA of the seed controls what
it will grow into. The environment

controls whether it survives long
enough to pass its genetic material on
to another generation.
The second factor is pure chance,
luck, will of the gods, happenstance.
The greatest, most advanced plant of
100 generations may be growing on
the best soil above the bank of a river.
A 500 year flood comes and
sweeps it away - poof, gone. That’s
bad luck triumphing over good
breeding.
When we view a species over a long
interval of time, we might see a lot of
change between ‘then’ and ‘now’ but
that does not necessarily mean that the
beginning and ending represent
different species.
The study of
paleontology often fell afoul of this error
in the past because only the starting
and ending points of a genetic line were
found in the fossil record and none of
the transitional forms, so that they were
classified as different entities.
The third factor is random mutation.
Mutations occur infrequently and most
are harmful to the development or
survival of the organism. The first
mechanism mentioned above will
insure that they are weeded out of the
gene pool. Some mutations will prove
to be neutral, inconsequential or
beneficial and these might be passed
down to later generations. Mutations
are random occurrences and the same
mutation will almost certainly not occur
in a different population.
Imagine if you will a uniform
population of rhododendrons growing in
the mists of antiquity.
As time
progresses the characteristics of the
species slowly change.
Mutations
change the gene pool.
Natural
selection weeds out most of the
changes and crossbreeding keeps the
(Continued on page 8)
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gene pool uniform throughout its range.
There is only one species even though its
genetics have drifted.
When the land is uplifted and a river
carves a canyon between two parts of the
population, there will then be two
populations, each on a mountain ridge,
separated by a deep river valley that no
pollinating bee can cross. At this point the
characteristics of the population are still
the same on each ridge, so there is still
only one species. Selective breeding for
certain characteristics within the variability
of the gene pool might eventually make
the two appear superficially different.
The genetic make up of the
populations change slowly as time
progresses. Evolution involves passing
some of the random mutations from one
generation to the next so we would
expect the new features in one population
to be different from those of the other. At
some point in time, when there are at
least three characteristics that are
different between the two populations, the
current method of taxonomy would
consider them to be distinct species.
Note that the two groups might still be
capable of crossbreeding. Suppose that
we invoke a massive landslide to fill in the
canyon and a climate change that
removes the barrier that is keeping the
bees from moving between the two
populations isolated. They could then
interbreed
again,
and
conceivable
become one homogenous population
again. I don’t know how the classifiers
would handle naming this population. It is
possible that they would name a new
species or rejuvenate an old name.
What it does illustrate is that species
distinction is very dependent on what the
taxonomists decide it should be. As long
as crossbreeding with another species

is possible, the distinction between species and
hybrid is in the eye of the taxonomist.
Recapping this long article so far I would like to
make the following points:
Scientific classification names reflect our best
understanding of the interrelationship between
plants that we see in the wild.
Adhering to current naming conventions aids the
understanding of the relationship between the
rhododendrons.
Avoiding the use of obsolete names reduces the
confusion of what plant is being discussed.
Most rhododendron species in the wild
actually represent no more than locally stable
breeding populations.
Hybridizing and hybrids are widespread in wild
populations.
Induced hybridization expands the variability in
the rhody gene pool and blurs the lines
distinguishing species, subspecies and varieties.
Two definitions to keep in mind:
A clone carries a direct genetic copy of its source
and as such it is interchangeable with its “parent”, at
least from the viewpoint of its DNA; another way of
looking at it is as a genetic twin.
A grex is a sister seedling, born of a different
genetic shuffling of the DNA of the parents though
germinated out of the same seed pod, sort of a
fraternal twin.
The speciation and hybridization processes
involve grexes but never clones.
Continued next month in part 3

---Luurt
return to top of document

Next, a follow-up on the adventures of
the EVIL WEEVIL
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THE FURTHER ADVENTURES OF THE EEVIL WEEVIL
Last month we met this wee weevil for the first time. If you’ll remember, she (he) fell into a
barrel of water at the end of October after being distracted by an electronic bug zapper.
A strawberry root
weevil,
crawling on
the underside of a
rhody leaf

A top and bottom view of the head
The weevil, like all beetles and bugs, has three body
parts: head, thorax and abdomen. The eyes are at side
and rear of the head segment.
The mouth area is
also divided into
three parts with the
outside segments
being the mandibles.
Note that everything
is covered with
bristles, even
the antenna ends.
This view shows the thorax (the “warty hood”
appearing structure in this
picture) and the head.
Here’s the eye again so
that you can orient your
view.
The antenna consist of
one long segment with an
elbow-like joint followed by a number of small flexible segments
and ending in a bristle-covered club-like sensing organ. The
mandibles (jaws) each have a sharp tooth-like biting structure that
enable a single hungry weevil to eat up to one square centimeter
of leaf a day.
Of course weevils are a little like computers:
(Continued on page 10)
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Garbage (or rhodies) In,
Garbage (or compost) Out.
You might remember the compost
from last month’s issue, the evil weevil
doo-doo that underlies most
rhododendrons—a scaled picture on the
right puts this material into perspective.
The abdomen is sheathed in a hard structure made
from the hind wings.
These are what give
the body that satisfying crunch when you
apply pliers to it. The
underside is the actual
soft abdomen. On the
right is the action

picture of the production of an item of
evil weevil doo-doo.
The round red circles are the tarsi near the
end of each leg. Each leg ends in a double
claw but the ability of the weevil to cling
upside down to glass surfaces comes from
the tarsi. You can see in the close-up that
they are pads thickly covered with bristly
hairs. I surmise that an electron microscope close-up would show further
divisions into smaller hairs with barbs at
the ends of the hairs.
The weevil expired on December 12 after accidentally eating a leaf that had been treated with
Talstar insecticide. He was buried in the deep shag rug
of the sanctum sanctorum until the day of his final
resurrection by the vacuum
cleaner gods.

---Luurt

return to top of document
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Garden Chairs
CRYSTAL SPRINGS
RHODODENDRON GARDEN

Bob MacArthur 360-256-2522
Beverly Watkin 503-244-0537

CECIL & MOLLY SMITH GARDEN

Ginny Mapes 503-647-2896

PORTLAND CHAPTER
WEB SITE
Paste this address into your browser to see what
we’re about in the Portland Chapter ARS at

www.rhodies.org/index.htm
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

Chapter Officers
(All numbers are 503 unless noted)

President: Irv Snyder 509-427-7738
Vice President: Jan Snyder509-427-7738
Secretary: Carol McCarthy245-3533
Treasurer: Dick Cavender 625-6331
Bookkeeper: Bruce Krohn 668-4842)
Past President: Kathy Van Veen 777-1734
BOARD MEMBERS
Through 6/30/07

Ray Clack
Mike Stewart
Kath Collier
Dave Collier
Mike Domaschofsky
Through 6/30/08

If you have an interesting story about the
Steve Hopkins Brenda Ziegler
naming of a rhododendron hybrid or species
Steve Kaminski Donna Sell
send the information to the editor for inclusion Maria Stewart
in a future newsletter. Send articles, events or
ideas for the newsletter to:
arsportland@wa-net.com
or if all you have is the US Postal service, to:
Luurt Nieuwenhuis, Managing Editor
P.O. Box 2353
Vancouver, WA
98668-2353

Tualatin Valley Chapter
regularly scheduled meetings on the
second Tuesday of the month
at 7 p.m. – at the:
First Baptist Church|
177 NE Lincoln Street
Hillsboro, OR.
Phone: Ginny Mapes 503-647-2896
Email: ginny@coho.net

Portland Chapter meetings start at 7 pm
with a social half-hour which includes
Siuslaw Chapter
refreshments. A short business meeting at
Meets on the third Tuesday of the month
7:30 pm is followed by an informative and
entertaining presentation of about 45 minutes. at 7 pm. at the:
Presbyterian Church of the Siuslaw,
Potlucks, parties, auctions, tours and garden
3996 Hwy 101 N.
events are also included in our calendar.
Florence, OR
A
pre-meeting
dinner is held at a different
Newsletter article and idea deadline is at the
restaurant each time at 5 pm. Visit
Chapter meeting. Items received after that time www.siuslawars.org to find out where.

may not be included in the current issue.
Questions concerning delivery should be
directed to Maria Stewart (503) 668-7565
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